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N Opportunity offer elf of 
making my Acknowledge-| 


ments to you ; I embrace it, | 


you have laid upon me. Tho' an 
entire Stranger, you were pleas'd to 
bind me to you by Civilities ſcarce 
to. be imagined. Finding - me .. 
by a Fall from a Poſt Horſe, 


likewiſe was in Common, which, 
without abſolutely diſobliging you, 
I was not allow'd to refuſe. Such 
Generoſity is very rare | I was too 
much affected with this engaging 


3 3 — 


and publickly own the Obligations 


incommoded yourſelf to make Ko 5 
for me in your Chaiſe. Vour Parke 


* _ 


"Da DEDIC 

| _ Behaviour, ever to forget i; 
i. emembrance is till dear to me, 
Bs and I am charm'd with the Thoughts 
1 ſof acquainting the World, that nc 


one is with greater Reſpect and Gra- 
titude, than 1 ww 
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PREFACE 


HE 8 of L. V. a. 
+ bout a Month fince, was pleas'd to 


rey „ ates. 


„5 ** 


ſend for me to her Houſe; 1 had 


| Mont hs to all handſome Women, was the| 
only Apology I made for my Refuſal. Mitb- 
out doubt the Publick will be curious tq 


that one of the moſt beautiful Women in 


Sex. 


a Letter, of which the Following is an e- 
ali Coy: 


nut the Honour to know ber Lady- 
| ſhip, and deſir d to be excuſed. In queſti- 
oning the Servant, who brought the 


Meſſage, 1 found ſhe was very „ The 
Diſtaſte I have taken theſe laſt three 


know the Grounds of this Indifference : At 
preſent I cannot poſſibly ſay any more than 


Paris, born in the Country, and whom H 
loved to Diſtraction, bas been the chief 
Occafion 9 my Quarret with the Fair | 


The Marchioneſs, atom td at the 
| Reaſon I gave for my Rudeneſs, wrote me 


of WS Wat} Toke 


—— — adit... 


"FLEFLCT 


i. 


as much ſurpriſed at the Anſwer 


| one would conclude you are no Stran- 
ger to them, and conſequently you need 
not be told, that when they are bent | 


to know the Motive of your Refuſal. 


in two Hours after the Receipt of this, 
| 


you ſent me: Perhaps you are a 
Man of Gallantry ; if you imagine I 
have a Mind to throw myſelf in your 
Way, you are under a Miſtake; I ſent 


Age and Beauty are quite out of the 
Queſtion ; by your avoiding Women, 


on any thing, it's no eaſy matter to 
put them off: Therefore, aſſure your- 


I ſhall give you the Trouble of a Viſit, 


4 
* 


Tam,” 
8% K, 

8 Nurwithſeanding the Di ſapborntment, 
5 Tour moſt 3 | 
and obedient Servant. 

The MaRCHOXESS of IL. V 


March, 28, 
1736. 


for you to beg a Favour at your Hands. 


| : 6 
elf, that unleſs you are with me, with- 
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Reproaches, and according ly waited on the 
Lady; upon ſending in my Name, I was 
immediately introduced, and after a gentle 


eproof, obtain d Par don. She was pleas 4 


o inform me of the Affair, concerning which 

e had ſent for me, 

© 1am writing, Sir, ſaid foe, the Me- 

uy of my Life, which I think will be 
f ſervice for the Iuſtuction of my own 

EE but my want of Experience in things 

j of this Nature, has occafion'd ſo much Con- 


* obliged to have Recourſe to a Perſon in 


| form ſome thing tolerable from this rough 
Draught Madame de G 
f by Way of Parenthefis, ſaid a great deal 
j in your Commendation, inform'd me, you 

have wrote ſeveral Memoirs which have 


lid d, you had no other Materials than 
| Jon, who is the Subject of them; I flat- 


vour. Your Diſcretion, and how far it 
| might be relied on, was amply ſet forth. 


f Manuſcript ) with all my Secrets. We 


f began to execute her Defign, 1 am ex- 


' what you gather 'd in one Viſit to the Per- 


I truſt you, continued ſhe, (giving me the 


ceedingly 


| fuſion in putting them together, that I am | 


„ who, | 


T repented the giving Occa ſion fo theſe ; 


* 


* whom I might confide, and who could 


— at 


been reliſh*d; that for the laſt you pub- 


| ter d myſelf I might expect the ſame Fa- | 


dined together, and that very Evening | 


Th PREFACE _|[] 


Acquaintance, as ſhe. is a Perſon of great 
Bs Wit and Sweetneſs of Temper, well deſer- | 
AI sving the high Rank, inwhich ſhe is placed. | 
13 Theſe are the Memoirs I now publiſf 3 
the following Parts which will be found very 
intereſt ing, will come out Monthly, Tis 
needleſs 725 me to advance, that the Deſign of 
the Marchioneſs of L. V. in this Work 
is at once to divert and inſtruct her own| 
x, to place Virtue in its proper Light; 
d to engage thoſe who write, not to de- 
'- Wprive their Works of ſo beautiful an Or- 
| ment, 2 


8 


4 * 


and will be ſpeedily publiſt'd. : 
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Fortumate 2 Maid, Kee. 
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Vr 1s wich * oreateſt ReluRance i 
own my Extraction; perhaps by reaſon of that 
. ſuperior Rank I now hold in the World. 
On what Foundation this Vanity is | 


cannot determine; but, be that as 1 wil, Teng 
my ſelf greatly perplexed at my firſt ſetting « out. Re- 
igion, its true, and 
onvinced me of the Abſurdity of tn ko 
et {till I can ſcarce perſuade my 
$ 3 the Marchione/5 of L. V. is, A. 


utter in the Foreſt of Fontainebleau. 
To ſo mean a Perſon I owe my Origin. 
er waited on the Counteſs of N. near Wh. 
ds the Hamlet in which I firſt drew Breath. My 
ather was Gardiner to the Count when my Mother 
ell in Love with him; and her Paſhon overpower- 
ing the Lady's Remonſtrances, who deſigned her 4 
tter Provifion, ſhe married at all Hazards, cinen 
o run the fame Fortune with him, which fot 
ndifferent ſocn grew much worſe, For leaving. 


n ana manner, he could not 


- and took to cleaving 
| the 
E ca of their yi. ; 


ED 


per Reflections have e lince | 
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his 55 
faſter, a Perſon much reſpected by his Neighbours, oY 

get another Service, 
nd conſequently was obliged to quit his Profeſſion, ['. © = 
Jpon this he ſettled in the Hans T juſt row men-. 
of Wood i in the Foreſt} 7 
Support of himſelf and Family. - I was R 
and as their 2 — 8 
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ſid of creating any Uneaſineſs, Gama to beſpeak 


| {them happier "Days. Hcw far they were in the 


Right, the of my Story muſt determine. 
The Counte/s did them the Honour to ſtand Coda 


her ; for it was not long before my Mother regained 
r Favour. She went often to the Caſtle, and ſel- 
dom returned empty handed ; as the Lady had for- 
erly made a Confident of her, there ie be 


Reaſons for keeping up a good Underſtanding. 


The Marqueſs of L. V. who lived in the Neigh- 
hood was Pinchas upon by the Counte/s to ſtand 
with her. 

The Ceremony was performed with ſome Pomp, 
nd our Family experienced the Sweets of the Ho- 


nour done to us, in the Preſents uſual on ſuch Occa» 


ions. ---> -- 
My Mather daring the: time ; the 588d on the 


1 f Cnenteſs, who for the moſt part lived in Paris, had 
een ſomething of the World, which was of ſingular 


vice in my Education. She brought me to an 
arly Acquaintance with the Reſeryedneſs ſo becoming 
Sex, often telling me that Virtue and Diſcretion 


* were ſuitable to every Condition of Life. She con- 


ed theſe Precepts with proper Examples, the re- 


©» Acital of which, being a very agreeable Amuſement, 
das often a Reward when I behaved well. Our Fa- 
ODS mily encreaſed ; a Brother and Siſter, with my ſelf, 
3 ent our Childhood in doing my Father little Ser⸗ 
. aces in his way of Buſineſs. The tender Conſtitu- 
tion of my Mother hindered her from going with 
im Father to the Foreſt, whither my Brother and 


| Siſter went every day. I was left at Home with my 
Mother, and the hardeſt Labour I eee was to 
HE carry their Dinner, This my er and Siſter con- 
4 5 boa reſented as the Elect. of my Mother's Par, 
| tiality to me, and their Complaints were often ſecond- 

Jed by my Father; fo that every Day afforded meg | 

- {freſh 8 of that Courſe 1 Which + 

8 ie growing 0 thoſe who are placed | 


| now began to ſet ſome Value on my own little Per- 


2 4 3 


Want and hard Labour, becomes incapable of Gene 


rous Sentiments. 


£ 


753 


Opportunities J bemoan'd myſelf to my "Moths: 


made of what I ſuffer*d to God, by Whom, ſhe affar dg 
I ſhould be enabled to bear my Affictions! in a Pro- 


r manner. 


Nevertheleſs they increas'd dai y; eſpecially: as I 
ſon, being turn'd Thirteen. I was ſent one Day 
with Cream to her Ladyſhip at the Caftle ; She pre- 

ſented me as her God-Daughter to a Gentleman very 


richly dreſs'd. He was ſo taken with me; that he 
could nor forbear crying out ſeveral times, Hea- 


* ty: What Eyes, Madam, when enliven'd with 


* Things of this Nature. Go, Go, Jem, dont 


God-mother. 


think th, 5 ves handſome; at leaſt it was always my 
Weakneſs, and whoever prais'd my Beauty, though 1 
had. no other regard for them, aſs ſur to pleaſe me.” 


ag 


1 vens! how handſome ſhe is ! She will prove a Beau- 


* Love? Take care what you ſay, replied the Coun- 
* 7eſs, ſhe will too ſoon become acquainted 'with] 


mind him; He ſays as much to every one he meets. 1 
This put me to the Bluſh, and F was glad to get off, — 
making a very low, but anckard, Nr to my : 
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ow Life: ET The Mind,” when depreſſed by 3 


Their ill Uſage Wade me very N peer 
She comforted me, and directed an Offering to be | 


My Head run very much apbit what the fink Gene: 8 

man (for ſuch I took him to be) had ſaid. What 7 
can he mean, thought I to myſelf, by faying” my” 0 
Eyes will be, I know not what, when -enhiven'd] 3 
with Lowe? This Love perplexed me; I fain would „ 
have met with it to try its Effects on my Eyes. Nei- 1 
ther en eee. of Manners, nor Tenderneſs of Age, 1 
are proo yon Vanity: Girls are ever apt to 1 


6 n * 
2 
Fa 5 
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Retumning from the Foreſt one day, whither I bad 
carried ſome Refreſhment:to my Father, I perceiad” . 
7 * Horſemen „ me. I. en 5 
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I * God how handſome he is! How ha 7 mud 
I be, if he did not go fo faſt! Oh dear, he is gone 
N already ! My Exclamations made him Galle he 
ſtopped and conſidered me with great Attention; 


TA to 5 Road” Tide in | 
Though I had never ſeen the King, I had often 
heard talk of Him, and, as I knew He was in the 


3 
pointing with it, That is he who . ſo grand 


— 1 is the King,” I cried out quite 


ne is a lovel cly Creature, ſays he: This unaffected 


| « captivated! Where do you live, my pretty Dear? 
4 * 125 that Village, anſwer'd I, pointing to it- Will 
you. 2 me leave to come and ſee you 2: If it 


e = 


Neighbourhood, I was now in Hopes of fatisfying 


my Curiofity. The Idea J had form'd of his Per- 


ſon, repreſented him al and fo 


together charming, 


far diſtinguiſhable from the Reſt of Mankind, that| 


he might be ſingled out at firſt fight from all his 
Attendants. When they came near me, I look'd 


for the 1 great Earneſtneſs: But the whole 


Company of the greateſt Piſtinction both as 
to their ee and Dreſs, I was at a loſs; ima- 


gining the King, to be ſure, muſt be cover'd with 
They were almoſt paſt 
me, yet I had not found what I ſo earneſtly ſought. 


Gold from head to foot. 
Upon this I ran haſtily up to one of the Company, 


anſwer d the Nobleman with a Countenance ex- 
aimable, That is He. Which, Sir,“ cr cried 
ive me your Hand,” ſaid the Nobleman, the 


an Appearance on the white Horſe. 


Yeu yew ir 


Simplicity exceedingly, and is infinitely 
«. preferable to the ſtudied py. our Women put in 
practice. Can any one behold Her without being 


e them Pals. 


Je ads. eo. a. ak aA T6247 ee hos 


erying aloud, *: Sir, ſhew me the King, I never ſaw; 
< him in my Life. With all my heart pretty Maid, 


Sir, upon me, anſwer'd I, your Viſit 


1 5 not E 
8 * own. Miſtreſs. Let me alone 10 contrive it 31 39 
* plic 0 7ou thall have | no ame“ kat * he 
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galloping back to bn, crying out, the King calls 
he. you, Margueſs ; his Majeſty muſt — what 
irl has been enquiring of you about, and 

: Ro ccaſion of her Surpriſe, which. ſhe betrayed in 
* ſuch an agreeable manner; the whole Court is 
«* mightily taken with the Simplicity of her Be- 
haviour. I don't wonder at it,” replied the Mr. 


* Maſter, ought to give her a Gratification; at 
* leaſt I'll do what I can to promote it. So. will 
I. added the other, looking at me very attentive- 
ly. Where does ſhe live ? ſhe is exceeding hand- 


not take any Notice of it, he prepared to alight. 
This put me into ſuch a Conſternation, that I took 
to my Heels towards the Village. Stay, ſtay. 

pretty Maid, cried the Marque: . No- body de- 
ſigns you any Harm.” I ſcarce heard $24 laſt 
words, I had made ſo much haſte, never looking 


one Horſeman at the Place I ran from, and it was. 
not long before I diſcover'd the Margu-/s. to be * 
Perſon. I got home full of what bad paſs d, and 

much taken with the Civilities I had receiv'd. My 


ſomething extraordinary had happen d; ſhe w 
be acquainted with it, and I very readily told the 
whole Adventure. 

Lam willing to 7 your Curioſity, ſaid the, 


it: another time be more upon your Guard. 
that you were to blame in addreſſing 3 
you ſpeak of, as it was 


© bu; for che future look that you never, ſuffer, your- 


e 150 oe Si . As 5 this h 


2 
* 85 1 
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2d” dens RN of the Company comes 


ſome; I am deſperately in love with her,” Say- 
ing this, he offer'd me his Hand, but as I would 


back till I was juſt at home. I then perceiv'd only. | 


« 3 you had of ftding out-the ge. 


queſe 3 you ſee what a lovely. Creature it is; our 


l when 1 had dne, for his Sake who. occaſion'd E 


* 
W 9 
2 : 
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1 70. be. dazzled with-an empty Show and the-Diſ- | 


* — a6.4 


Mother knew me too well not to be ſenſible oo, * 
JA | 
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this. However, it muſt be acknowledged you ac- 
ted very prudenly in making your Eſcape, when 


1 tions renew'd thoſe bewitching Ideas, and a new 
I Pleafure aroſe on recalling them to mind. All 
4 | this was entirely owing to what my Mother had 


* 


| in my Head but the gawdy Ap ce of the C 

| Oar. clowniſh Neighbours, when | placed in Oppot: 
tion, created a perfect Tenth, though hitherto they 

| e been agreeable enough; particularly a Wo 


2 aid gaining my Affections. Colin, for that Was 
: WW neater and more polite than is uſual with thi 


e. 


eee eee e WO 


| thoſe things to which they cannot be too great 


2 you never named him bar och an unuſua 
— Ah! Fan, Fan, all is not right: 

© You have given your Eyes too much Liberty ; 

1* whereas in regard of Men you ought not to have 

© 'Their Praiſes are juſtly to be ſuſpected, as "ty 

© always tend to promote their Defigns. Rewer 


1 che other Nobleman began to her grocers? you. . . 


Great Canzon Mould be uſed in che Education 
of Youth, leaft in giving Inſtructions they be taught 


ſtrangers, as it happen'd in this very Caſe. I 
had entirely forgot the Compliments; paſs'd upon 
me by the Courtiers, created the leaft Satiafac: 
tion in my Breaſt; but my Mother's Admoni- 


faid; and my reſolving never more to make a Confi- 


dent of | her, was not the leaſt part of the Miſ- 
chief 0 


1 Fell into a perplexity of Mind, 25 whe 
al Amuſements — = and nothin a 


s Son who had made ſome Advances to- 


Bis Name, had nde Share of Beauty, was rematka- 
his Rank. He negletd no Opportunity ; 


* 


g Mind; Young as I Was, far from khowing the Dan- 


Diſtinion, for the Vicar immediately ſehtt6 mm 
vite Him into'the Choir; He was forced to:comip Wag S 


Flowers, he often preſented me Noſegiys. "His din 


ſtinguiſhing me in this manner, though: it drew on the 
Envy of others, was not in the leaſt unacceptable 
to my Vanity: However, I had no ſooner ſeen the 
Marqueſs, but, faredbdtliColin;).  Tobferv'dthis! Altera- 


tion in Lene. but my Thoughts were then in too 


great a Hurry to perceive' the real Motivez: which, 
— . was not long undiſcover' d. 


Three Days were now paſſed fnce the e 


ture which rais'd this Commotion in my Breaſt, 
The Margueſi's Expreſſions were never Gut af m 


r of ſuch Reflections, I entertain'd them with à 
ecret Satisfaction, I even repeated to myſelf his 
very Words, partic | his Promiſe of making 
me a Viſit. Upon the leaſt Noiſe I concluded he 
was come, and then a childiſh Bluſh and Flut- 
tering of the Heart were ſure to follow to that de- 


that oftentimes I was ſcaren myſellf 1 
In fine, four Days were elapſed ſince I met the 
5, when, being at Church, I heard ſeme 


Ho ; op" 


den, Heavens! Who ſhould 1 ſee: but the Marg 
himſelf, entering in ſuch a graceful Manner as qui 
charm'd me and drew the Attention of the/ who! 
Aſſembly on Him. Our Eyes fon. met, n 


preſently diſcover'd me though in dhe fridſt of the 


Crowd, and in one Look, as faneied, 


al chat Ele bad Rid in de För. \2t | 


It Was evident He muft de Prov 8. gr. 


an eaßz - was brought and tlie Place el 


55208 fared: with all the Eyes I -had,”-tratiſpoeted| 
with ths Deference paid to his Qualit . 1 
Fe were never ſaid with leſs Attention 
Sertiee was ne ſooner! done” ban the Margi 
weite In che Middte of che Chu 

E eg Tye hes” wh 
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at che Door. Locking back om A ſud - 


CET 


Two I Gentleman, as it prov'd to be, who 5 
| look'd at me: Then raiſing his Voice as he went 
out, © ſtay in this Village, ſays He, till my Re- 
tinue comes up: I intend to dine at the Caſtle, 


and in the Afternoon ſee 2 mee the F _ 
_ affords. {i 
I was very well piaas d to ho how He a. 


parture, though I knew not why. My Eyes were 


low Bow.. The Girls who were with me ſtared 
upon each other ; Look now,” fays One, how 
« complaiſant the Courtiers are; when do you ſee 
our Clowns do ſo? Ay but,” cried another, did 
you take Notice how handſome and genteel He 
is? Ves yes,” ſays a Third, one would ſwear his 
very Eyes could ſpeak. Though I aid nothing 
to all "TY I did not loſe a Word of it. 
. With. this kind of Diſcourſe we cha home, 
1 often looking behind me, in continual Expec- 


tation of ſome new Adventure. The 1 1 


made, were very incoherent, full as I was of the 


And yet this Satisfaction was not; little embitter'd 
has I reflected that the : Marqueſs dined at the 


x Caſtle. The Counteſs; it's true, was paſt her Prime, 
but had Charms ſuffieient to attract the Gallantries 


of a Y Nan at | Tra Jealouly; vepreſentyll it 


in this- Light. 
But all this. was pure Lagen and 1 — 


ſoon convinced his Deſigns did not center there. 


Addreſs to inſimuate himſelf into the Cox 


ſed of himſelf, and as much concern'd at his De- 


continually upon Him, when at laſt he took Horſe 
with his Attendants, the Perſon before mention'd 
ſtanding near Him; at going off he made me a 
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Viſit which Vanity had placed to my own Account. |. 


The Perſon,” He ſpoke to in the Church, had the 


us Girls, a de weren bete Hs, bad 
N 45 as to be a overheard by me. ns Ten de A 


© dance; or; do x ods 
Fields? For Ts, I take it, are your ordinary 
« Amuſements. Sometimes the One, ſometimes the | 
Other, replied the Girl with whom he was talking; 
indeed, Sir, one would i imagine you was born in 
the Country, added She, you ſeem ſo well ac- 
„ quainted with the Cuſtoms of it. It's very true, 
ſays He, you are in the right: But ſince I had 
the Honour to ſerve my Lord Margueſs, I have 
© buried all reliſh for the Dag in the Pleaſures 
„of a Town Life. Notwithſtanding theſe fine 


© the Service I am in, I look upon my Fortune 
* as good as made, ſo Noble a Perſon is my Maſter, 
* Young as He is, Sincerity, 3 and Aﬀabi-| 
* lity reign in Him; his Word is as fare as the 
Day; we meet with few-like Him. He looks 
to be ſuch a Perſon,” fays the Girl. How looks, 


* his oy — * "But I have been 
©'y or Him He is grown thoughts 
$ fol and melancholy on a ſudden. What has hap- 
pen'd to Occaſion it, I know not, hut he is never 

out of the Saddle now. a-days; no longer than 
Veſterday we ſcour d the Woods and Hi 
* from Morni — I ſhould be very or- 
* ry to have him take a Diſlike to Pari, as it 


* Diverſions and Company, neither of which is ever 
wanting there all Day long: Whereas, here one 
muſt ck from Sun riſe to Sun ſet; and ſcarce 
be paid for his Labour. Whilſt he talk ed in 
this Manner, He had in his Hand a Faper, 
which, by a Sign he made, I eaſily underſtobd, was 
intendet for me. Accordingly, taking a proper 
Opportanity, He gave it unperceiv' d by the Com- 
pany: + By my [Dexterity in ſecuring this Billet bur, 
one would have imagined, it was not the firſt I had | 

N. 8 9550 J was no ſooner än 
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[+ Cloaths, ' I am. Country-born as you are; but in| 2 


replied the Gentleman, I tell you he never broke | a 3 


« is infinitely. preferable ta the Country both for <a 


© 7 
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| tended Project occaſion'd, made every Feature in 


' {© breaks a Glaſs muſt pay for it, I ought to make 
|< you a Preſent of an Apron; I ſhall go to Town 


That's not the Buſineſs at preſent,” faid 1 inter- 


but I found myſelf cruelly diſappointed upon break- 
| ing open the Letter; my Mother, it's true, had 


| of applying myſelf to the School Maſter of | the 


| 


he, with an Air of Satisfaction; you ſparkle be- 


are always before my Eyes, what a ſhape! ” 


q 


taught me to read in a Book, but I was an utter 
Stranger to all written Hand. At firſt I thought 


Village; but this was running too great a Hazard, 
eſpecially after what had paſs d between my Mother 
and me. There was but one Expedient I could 
deviſe, the very Thought ſet me à laughing; and 
for a Country Girl of fourteen, was pleaſantly e- 
nough contrived. : e 

It was my Admirer Colin, who could read and 
write, that I reſolv'd to employ on this Occaſion. 
An Opportunity quickly offer d itſelf, tho* to me 
it ſeem'd an Age, by his waiting upon me with 
a Preſent of Flowers ; I received it with greater 
Condeſcention than uſual, and the Emotion my in- 


my Face appear to an Advantage. © You are kil- 
< lingly ſome to Day, my lovely Jenm, ſays 


vyond any think one ſees elſewhere, Faith, I am 
* continually thinking of you; go where I will you 


continued he, taking me about the Waiſt, * Colin, 
be quiet, Icried, can't you ſpeak but your Hands 
© muſt be employ'd? This unmannerly Trick of 
© ſuppoſe you intend me the fame Favour to Day 
© Troth ! Lam to blame,” anſwer'd Colin, he that 


to Morrow, and will buy ſome of the fame ſort. 


rupting him, you muſt do me a Kindneſs. - Pll 


u be quarter'd to oblige you. Let us get fir 
to that Tree, replied I, that we may talk withy 
< out being obſerv'd. What a happy Fellow a 


* yours ſpoil'd me an Apron only laſt Sunday; 1 
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I 


F IL. ſays Colin! Ahl Femy, indeed L love you; 


f and now I perceive. you begin to make ſome Re- 
. 


knows what might happen ? It's true, you have 
* not a Groat; but what of that? it is not N 
that makes People happy: you are pretty, a 

as fair as Alablaſter, have Eyes like a Mouſe, 
and are as ſtrait as a Maypole; that is Fortune 


Ff enough. My Father perhaps looks one way and 


I another; what then? He ſhall hear Reaſon ; 
* Wounds T'll go for a Soldier. All this, ſays I, 
is foreign to what I am going to ay. Will 
you promiſe me to keep a Secret and not be cu- 
rious ? well” anſwer'd Colin, I ſee you don't 
know me: I would give you my Bond, if my 
Word was not as = Witneſs the other Day: 


I catch'd, you Ye know, Matthew's Wife and 


great George ! in a Corner: She made me promiſe 
not to tell her Husband ; Adjniggers, there would 
be fine Work, if I could not keep a Secret: 


pich'd upon in this Affair. I muſt acquaint you 
that a Friend of mine has received a Letter; 
but as ſhe can't read, ſhe has employ'd me to 
* know of you the Contents, and get an Anſwer 
wrote if it be neceſſary. Let's ſee, let's ſee, ſaid 
. Colin, taking it out of my Hand, + that's ſoon done. 
Is it not from the Gentleman in Red, I faw 


* joy'd to ſind him on a wrong Scent. Blews l. ad- 
ded he, I am glad owt ; I was a little ruffled 


2 of,” replied Colin, for I took Care not 
I to do far off. But let's ſee what have we got 


turn: Zockers, if it were once came to that, who | 


have a:Defign. upon you. There you would have 
been quite out, anſwer'd I, for he never ſo much! 
5 As. iP ake a Single Word to me. That I am 


1 


for that Reaſon, replied I, you, are the Perſon, 14 
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talking before your Door ? Right,” anfiver'd I, *over- | 


bende 1 with him Lok: ſince its e * 22 
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c os all his Finery, I Would have made him 85 
„what it is to tread upon * $ Heels ? Hying 
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75 Y WAS in hopes of” ſeeing you again at the Jame 
| gue of that Happineſs. A. lafi I thaught of your 


I" Matters Jo as to do it without being er wd. Be not 
| wanting, my dear Girl, on your Part to aſſt in 


4 


2 IM 2 —_ 3 — Atten: 


7 T $7 + IB 5 Met bod 7275 me 3 ou, 
my charming Creature, with the dee Inpreſſiom you 


made on my Heart from the firſl Moment we met, 
Place, and have been continually on Horſeback in 

rife Church evhere J might poſſi 6 Eee you, J 
fall not Speak to you at, 1 3 but will ores 


avhat I ſhall contrive hereafter for your Serwice. 
I's v ble to expreſs how much 1 love ou. 


. Tbe Mazavres of * V. ' 
vet { , 
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tion 3 I eren made him repeat it ſeveral times, and 
ſelt a Satisfaction I never experienced before. To 


put, + Why Fermy, methinks this Letter-makes 
f you- thoughtful. denne if it Nn bo really | 


beloved by ſo compleata Perſon was a bewitchin 
Thing: for a — Girl, whoſe. Ambition c 
er have look'd fo high. As I was taken up with 
is Reflection, Colin, who- eaſily obſerved it, cried 


10 I would tear it. 
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„ fays I, (being come to*mylelf, and apprehenſive 


|* leaſt he ſhould ſuſpect any Thing) of my Friend ; 


« ſhe muſt be very happy to have ſuch a Perſon in 
Love with her. One would think he is ſincere by 
© what he writes, and conſequently ſhe ſhould not 
* diſcourage him. No certainly, replied Colin, She 
* that will not when She may, If He is in earneſt, 
She ought to ſtrike the Bargain at once without ig 
* fhally ; which ruins fo many Girls. They muſt 
© be coy forſooth ; they muſt mince, they . muſt 


a better Reception elſewhere, and they may go 


they put Finger in the Eye, marry come up, is it 


© the beſt of a bad Market. 1 5 
Ah! true enough, anſwer'd I, none but Fools 


quaint my Friend with the Contents of her Letter, 
and know what anfwer ſhe will give. I'll be with 
you again preſently and bring Pen and Ink for you to 


A Aa X „ „ 


we ſhall have Opportunities enough. Adieu, I am 
her Word. 


Saying this I roſe and made the beſt of my Way | 


owards the Village. But being come to a War- 


en, which had a retired Place in one Corner, 1 


here threw. myſelf on the Graſs and run over the 


tter in my Mind. Vanity had already found the 


ay into my Breaſt, young as I was, and betrayed it- 


elf on a thouſand different Occaſions. My Cloaths 75 


ere ſuperior to any in the Village, and yet I often 


* 
5 — 


Fang themſelves. Pho, the Bird is flown, and 


will truſt them. By, by, Colin, I muſt go and ac- 


+. fiddle faddle; and what comes of all this? why}. 
the Spark gives them the Bag to hold, finding 


* not ſo, Temy? I ſpeak of us Country Lads ; but 
© as for your Town Gentry, do you ſee, why you 
* had beſt have a Care of the main Chance, for} _ 
that is all they want, and then leave you to make! 


write the Anſwer, will ye Colin? there is no Occaſion}. 
© for ſuch a Hurry, ſays he, but you are always in 
haſte when I am by. Well, well, Colin, I replied, } 


under a Prqmiſe, and a Maid, you know, muſt keep 


. © be © RL © hoe 


RS 


1 8 I" — 


C : fan: 


— r 


Precaution before I came from home, to furniſh my- 


taid at home under a pretended Indiſpoſition, when 
here was any new Piece of Finery wanting to 
ompleat my Dres. This frequently drew the Rail- 
ery of my Acquaintance-upon ane to my no ſmall 
exation. I found in myſelf an Elevation of Mind, 

hich would not ſuffer me to ſtoop to a Carriage 
uitable with a clowniſh Life. My Soul was on 
Fire 'at the very Name of Paris, and when my 
Mother gave me the Hiſtory of any Country Girl, 

ho had there made her Fortune, it always run 
n my Head, I ſhould have the ſame good Luck. 
Let any one judge then what an Impreſſion the 

argueſs's Perſon and Letter muſt make! My 
Head ran on nothing elſe, and my Pride drew: 
very fayourable Conſequences for the 'Time to come, 
Above all, I determined to anſwer the Letter, tho 
he Shame of owning J could not write, gave me 
ſome Uneaſineſs; 3 yet I reſolved to do it, that I 
might not be obliged to employ Colin any more, 
leaſt his diſtruſtful Nature ſhould diſcover my Affair, 
beſides his very Perſon was become diſagreeable from 
the Moment I fancied myſelf beloved by the Margue 5, 
Such were my Reflections at that Time of Day when 

had not the Addreſs I acquired afterwards. People 
may talk of natural Parts, but without Experience, 
little is to be expected from thence, I had the 


ſelf with the neceſſary Implements for writing, and 
as I had ſtaid a ſufficient Time for talking with, 
y ſuppoſed Friend, L return'd to Colin. When he 
aw me coming he ran to meet Me. 3 

Dear Ferry, ſays he, you have made haſte. Yes, 
J replied, I met Moin) in the Warren, ſhe was 
Fin a great hurry to be gone, after we had talked 
together, for fear of being diſcovered. Ah, cunning 
Baggage ! cried Colin, if ever fhe marries, ſhe wall 


| be one too many for her Husband. We hay e no 
| time to loſs, ſays, I, interrupting him, let us will 


the Letter. 
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chat he waited for my Anſwer, My Prayer Book 
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Cala took 9 55 Paper and making a, Deſk of th 
Crown of his Hat, now, ſays he what muſt E 
* write to this fine Spark. Why, ſhe would have 
you tell him, anſwerd I, that, : 

52 She has not ſo good an Opinion of herſelf as to 
« imagine he can be ſo much in love as he ſeems 
„ ſay : that, notwithſtanding her mean Educa 
« tion, ſhe knows the Duty ſhe owes herſelf, we 
enough to. be ſenſible of the unſuitableneſ of the 
« Paſſion, he aims to create; that ſhe could wiſh, 
though ſhe knows not why, he were fincere in what 
he-fays: That ſhe cannot write and conſequently 


to anſwer his Letter; but ſhe will not run the 
ſame Hazard any more, for Fear. — 

| * Thank you for nothing, cried Colin, interrup 

Me, I'Il write no ſuch Thing. Why fo, 95 


vVhen you have no further Occaſion. ——-. No, no, 
* the Devil take me if I write. it, Come, come, Colin, 
* anſwer'd I, let's have no more Words, we may 
c be. ſurpriz'd before we make an End. 

He complied at laſt, muttering ſomething to him- 
ſelf, and my Letter ended with . orateful Acknow- 
ledgement of the Margueſs's Kindneſs. | 
| As ſoon as the Letter was finiſhed I put it up 
and return'd home, Colin accompanying 8 d 
I was well enough =" yon — 
ſhould take me 4.4 per] 


of _ 


gladly. have had his Father in the fame Way of 
Thinking, there being conſiderable Matters to bg 


When I reached home it was Time to go to; 
Church, whither I was followed. by the Mar Sole Y 
Gentleman, who placed himſelf cloſe r Wb 

I eaſily underſtood, though I was but a 3 


e g could pich upon for 
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85 is. ob iged to have recourſe to another in Order} 


That's only to have. done with me, replied de.“ 


Correſpondence, as ſhe 700 WE Views in it, and would 
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| {one of his Daughters did not ſometimes carry Provi- 


| 


{ 


but what is very agreeable. * 2 Name is Fey, 


{© we have no Miſs here. If ſhe has not had that: 
Title yet, replied the Curate very ſolemnly, * ſhe 


giving the tter, and which, i his Dexterity, 
ſucceeded admirably well. Soon after I-retired and 
law no more of him, 

Tt is not to be expreſſed, how much 1 enjoy* 
myſelf, upon having accompliſh'd'my Defign, with. 
out being difcover d. What a ſkilful Maſter m 
Love be, employing every Thing to compaſs hi: 
Ends! Under him I made a confiderable Progreſe 
in a ſhort Time, and ſoon became a great Pro- 
ficient, as we ſhall ſee hereafter. 

We were ſitting down to Supper, when who ſhould 
come in but the Margueſi's Gentleman follow'd by 
the Mayor and Curate of the Village. I no ſooner 
faw them, but the Apprehenſion of being diſcover'd, 
put me into ſuch a Fit of trembling and bluſhing, 
that it was well no one obſerved me. The Stran- 
ger addreſſing himſelf to my Father, enquired if 


fions to certain Workmen in the Foreſt. » © Yes, Sir, 
© anſwered my Father, that is ſhe ; come hither, ſays 
© he, ” ſpeaking to me, © how have you contrived to: 
© bring all this good Company hither ?* The very 
Tone of his Voice ſtruck a Terror into me. Don't 
be frightened, pretty Maid, cried the Valet 
Chambre ſeeing me in fo much Confuſion, * theſe 
Gentlemen and I intend you no Harm; and though 

© it is. b his Majeſty's Orders, which my” Lord Mar- 

© gueſs" has received, we ſhall ay nothing to Miſs 


© at your Service,” cried my Father, interrupting him, 


* may hereafter, But that is neither 7505 nor or 
© This Gentleman has ſomething to ſa 7% and 
© deſerves your Thanks for the Pains He hoof bn 
* to find out your Daughter. Weber ben 
© Places before we came hither. © The ffrſt we. el 


}* quired of was John Moine your ; lip, then f. 
« Janet Noi. after that we were With 7, bemiag Fe. 
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52 who knew his Errand, very readily. replied, 


L 

N never dreaming 0 T yo, being of ſo li 
Note. However it is all come. out, and I: 
© not ſorry for it. 

This Harangue of the Curate's: put. me: to. thy 
Bluſh, as there was no Occaſion for his running u 
down at ſuch a Rate. 

« ] was going to inform you, ” ſays the Falet de 
Chambre, that my Lord Marqueſe has ordered nad 
© to. make enquiry after a. Gul who was in 
Road leadin to — laſt Wedneſday, when 
« King 1 by. The Occaſion of this is, he gave 
His Mey an Account of the extraordinary Sur- 

prize with which ſhe was ſeized at his, Preſence, 
»The King was ſo well pleaſed with the Accident, 
that he 15 ſent a Gratuity by him. And ſince 
© you, are the Perſon, Miſs, PII go and acquaint my 


overjoyed at what ſhe heard,” © Ill take. her to him 
* myſelf ; it will be too much Trouble for him to 
© come hither, nor 1s this Place fit to receive him 
in. 


The Curate 3 of it, but the V. al de S 


that it was highly improper ; my Lord, ſays he, 
is. intruſted with the Execution of the King's Or- 
ders, and to my Knowledge will not be wanting in 
the leaſt Tittle. Do you ſtay here, and Ill ac- 
Face him with my good Succeſs, which will be 
ry acceptable, as he is a Man that very much, 

: dez in Acts of Generoſity. 


followed by the Curate, who big with the: Honour” 
of being concerned in an Affair where the Jo 


| 

pacing, me. be a good Girl and God would 8 
me. 

We 8 entranced with what had paſſed, 


till our Neighbours, who had been upon the Watch, 
my 22 8 and awak d us with their Compli- a 


Name wWas employ' d, gave me a Tap on the Cheek, | 


ments 


Lord Marqueſs. No, no, cried out my Mother“ 
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He went out as. ſoon as he had done ſpeaking CA 
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ments upon HO Occahion, ſeaſon'd with an Air o 
Envy, they could not dilguiſe. As to my Brother 
and Siſter, they took ſo little Care to hide their 
Jealouſy, that my F ather eaſily diſcover'd it and 
reprimanded them accordingly. "The Adventure af- 
fected him very much, and as he did not want Senſe, 
he began to ſee thro” the little ill Offices that had 
been done me, Good Luck attends her, ſays he, 
ſpeaking to the Neighbours, that were . preſent, 
and did fo at her Birth: She is good. natured e- 
© nough, and with God's Grace and the Reverend 
Doctor's good Advice, the may come 12 fome- 
thing. 
| Win my Father was thus ate isl himſelf 

and his Neighbours, my Thoughts were not Idle. 

As fimple as I was, I could fo far unravel this Ad- | 
venture, as to ſee it was owing to my Letter, and | 
no more than a Pretext for an Opportunity of ſeeing 
me often, without giving Umbrage; and perhaps 
with a View of doing me ſome Service. 

I was charm'd with the dextrous Method he had 
taken, and eafily conceived it was only a Stratagem, | 
though I was willing to allow it the moſt favour- | 
able Name. What a happy Meeting! ſaid I to my- | 
ſelf. Who knows but my Fortune is made and I | 
may one Day bid adieu to the Village. On the | 
other Hand I was not without an ominous Appre- 
henſion; poſſibly this Nobleman, thought I, with 
all his Proteſtations of Love, may only deſign my 

Ruin! 'The Adventure of a Young Woman of the 
Neighbourhood which happen'd but two Years be- 
fare, and I had. juſt been accquainted' with, raiſed 
this Suſpicion, which dee perhaps had never 
enter'd my Head: Examples oftentimes ſtrongly i in- f 
{ uence our Conduct, and it's frequently owing 
the Misfortunes we ſee in others, that we | than 
what might otherwiſe be inevitable : A faithful Met 
rour! and well deſerves to be couſulted. ; Die 


#.  * tu 


4 Get cane Gee eng? 5 Sore a . ;] ͤũ‚X:H ẽ -t 83: oo 


* @agyY my 


, ” * 


. Am 


e 


4 


„ „r ju þ £9 py © 3 w axe” 


a. 


1 


and unthinking Vikity proved her Ruin, 


laying an abſolute Command, in Oppoſition to the| 


ron this you on, whoſe too grearSccurity : 
Her Name © was OH be ; ſhe was damits, well 
ſhaped, and of ſo ſweet a Temper, as endear'd her to 
all her Acqaintance- Her Circumſtances, it's true, 
were but mean, yet ſhe had very advantageous 
Matches propoſed to her, the moſt inconſiderable 
of which was a very ſufficient Proviſion for Life. 
But thro' Inexperience ſhe overlook'd ſuch fayour- 
able Proſpects. Her Father indeed, who. judged bet- 
ter, preſſed her very much to come to a Reſoluti- 
on, and by a proper Choice to advance herſelf in| 
the World: But the amiable Temper of his Daugh- 
ter was an invincible Charm, to hinder him — 


Diſlike ſhe had taken to Matrimony. Things re- 
main'd in this Situation for ſome Years, till a fatal 
Accident, ſhe little expected, brought on her Ruin, 
and an unavailing Regret for having 1 her 
own Inclinations to thoſe of her Frien 

Going one Day to fell Fruit at Fontainebleau, ſhe 
heard ſomebody call to her from a Window. Upo 
this ſhe went up to the Houſe, which made a'great} 
Appearance and was met at the Door by a Servant, 
who ſhew'd her into an Apartment very ſumptuouſ: 
ly furniſt'd. She found a Young Perſon ſitting there 
in a rich Night Gown, as ſoon as he ſaw her, come] 
© in, Sweet Heart, fays he, let's ſee your Fruit, 

it ſhould be good, * She: readily uncover'd th | 
Baſket, and, Huckſter like, aſſured him very ſe-|- 
riouſly no better could be bought. Whilſt ſhe 1 
thus employ'd in ſetting off her Fruit, the you! 
Nobleman Fong ſuch he Ek conſidered her very at- 
tentively.. | 8 

The Duke of e the Perſon ſhe was ; talk 
ing with, was now in the twenty fourth Year o 
his Age; ; much given to Women and Pleaſures, te 
which Purpoſe a certain Part of his Income was 
E dedicated. A * black Man, his Ey 


| hyel 5 


6—— 


3 I 26 | 185 33 
Eat Imagination. Has decent ( age and” 
mp apparently modeſt Behaviour, were bewitching Al 
lurements to ſuch as were unacquainted with him 
Debauched; as he was, in ſatisfying his Appetites 
he never employ d Treachery, but, like many other 
was ruled by his Valet de Chambre, one Dupin, the | 
baſe 8 to his darling Paſſion. | 
| As to Charkt ſhe always went very neat; her x 
Behaviour and Sweetneſs of Temper, ſeconded. by | 
her Beauty, ſoon made a Conqueſt of the Duke's s| | 
Affections. There is nothing about you, ' fays he, | 
but what is very taking; your Baſket: of Fruit | 

* is what. I take the leaſt Notice of. Your Good: 
0 neſs, Sir, ſays ſhe, © is pleas'd to think ſo; but 
from a Country Girl, you muſt not expect a 
* ſuitably reply to ſuch Compliments. I have often 
© heard that you fine. Gentlemen find a Pleaſure in 
© diverting yourſelves, at the Coſt of poor ſimple | 
Girls like myſelf. | How I' ſaid the Duke interrupt- 
ing her, I ſee you don't know me: My Sincerity, 8 
was never queſtion'd, for I ſcorn to ſay one thing 

and mean another; but ſince you are pleas'd to 
© be. of a contrary Opinion, I have done. I don't | 

* pretend, > replied ſhe, * that you faid. any thing I 

© can take amiſs, or that you had any ſuch Inten- t 
* tion. No certainly,” contanued. the Duke, unwilling | 
to frighten her from coming again: We'll ſay No | 

© more of that; I have a Mind to buy your Fruit, that 

tlie Buſineß; I ſhall be glad to have more another 
£ time. Saying this he made her a genteel Bow, and | 
retired to: his Cloſet after he had ordered his Valet de : 
Chamer to take Care of her. Shew her, ſaid he, 
the Ader, that ſhe. may Breakfaſt and let her bs 
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to behave. It was what he had been often uſed- 55 
He treated Chart with great reſpect, paid her double 
the Worth of her Fruit, and under Pretence. of en- 
quiring where it grew, learnt her Place of Abode,] - 
1225 inſiſted on her mie to call again, 1 
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aſſured her the Duke 604 es her Fran as often as 
ſhe came to Town. In a Word, his Complaiſance 

was ſuch, that ſhe went away very wel ſatisfied, with 
a full Reſolution to come again as ſoon ab Poffible 

Her Father's Subſiſtance was a large Orchard, 
which ſome Vears turn'd to a very conſiderable Ac- 
count. He was mightily pleaſed to hear what an| 
advanta wn Market his Daughter had made, _ 
the Proſpect of © ſelling his Fruit upon the ſame Te 
for the "wor Two Days after he ſent her ps 
to Town ; ſhe was immediately admitted at me * 
Duke's, who behaved with the hs Moderation 
before, and ſhe return'd home better plealed t nar 
ſhe was the firſt Day. 

The third time ſhe came, who ſhould open the 
Door but the Dale himſelf, very richly dref&d ;| 
a handſome well made Man, as was before mention'c 
Chart took but too much Notice of Him. © You 
* ſeem: ſurprized, my pretty Maid,“ ſaid the Duke; 


| © to '{ce me come to the Door myſelf ; I think m 


* Servants are all loſt: But they often ſerye me thus; 
8 * they know my good Nature and are apt to abuſe} 
*1t ; come in, they'll be here ſoon; © we can chat 
in the mean time.” Upon this He led her into 
a Parlour fitted up in the moſt elegant taſte, Lord, 
cried ' Charkt, what a fine Place! Yes, my pre 
: One, replied the Duke, it is fo whilſt you are in 
< it. Sit down, my Angel, lay aſide your Baſket:] 
Pony come, ;continged e, ſeeing ſhe made a Diffi- 


of doing it; 9. KEdown, 1 fay, you are at home? | 
3 = uſe no OcremHy - Im a Stranger to yo 


© otherwiſe you would know I am a great Enemy td 
0 all Formality 3 vat laſt ſhe was prevailed with'to fit. | 
My Valet * Ubamber informs me, continued] 
the Duke, < that you Hve at NL, I go ſometimes| - 
© that Way, Pll call and eat ſome Cream with you; 
Jam fond of it, but from your Hand it will be 
Adelieidus; for, te be plain with you, Chart, the 


05 akt Mement 1 bcheld you, my Heart was EY _ 
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to your Service. Hon happy wppy ſhould I be to. gam 
your Favour ! Why dont you, ſpeak, * added 
taking her by the Hand, why this Silence? It = 
me on the Rack. What you have been faying, 
my Lord, anſwered Charks, with her uſual ſweet-| 
neſs, © has covered me with Confuſion : This is tlie 
« firſt Time of my hearing ſuch Things, how ſhould 
I be able to make any Anſwer ? I with I had Senſe 
enough to do it; but the Simplicity of a Country 
Life That adorable Simplicity, replied the 
Duke in a Tranſport, is one of your greateſt, Charms 
* How much more preferable would the whole Sex 
© be, if adorned with that, as well as with your other 
© raviſhing Graces! But you don't underſtand, me, 
* unfortunate Wretch as I am ! If my Eyes ipeak 
not for me, alag, alas, nary, Words can never 
15 a Paſſion I 2 ne. All this while He 


] bathed them with 
Pe Par ofa Man 
orerwhelm d With Afligon. "CB was naturally 
tender ; E Geſtures and Expreſſi as, far different 
from what ſhe had ever been acquain Lap” the 
handſome Perſon of her Admirer; herfgoung Heart 
e of an Impreſſion; all put to her, per- 


Tears » in FE” Wor d, 


'd her exceedingly. © I am much ogg pcern'd, * 
id ſhe with an Air of Compaſſion, < tha ſhould 


ebe the Cauſe, of your givin way thus to. : x iction: 

© Had I foreſeen it, I a. never have calle near 
« the Houſe. On the contrary, * . replied the. Dus 
with great Earncneſs, * the Sight of you can only 
© afford me Relief; thoſe Eyes muſt pronounce me 
K happy or miſerable, What would 1 give, that 
| PF of my Soul. 2 

you would ſee how you 8 !* Saying this, 
{he endeavour'd to take her in his Arms; ſhe was 
too diſcreet to ſuffer it, but riſing up, told him 
with a baſhful Bluſh, the plainly ſaw it was time 
for her to be gone. She made towards: the Door. in 
nk to. go out, when, * Gl eng himſelf | 
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before her, cried out, © Stay, my Angel, you are 
* Miſtreſs here, and have nothing to fear: Stay, ſtay, 


for you; PII ſettle you handſomely in the World. I 
am too Young,” ſhe replied, to make any Anſwer * 
uch Things: In the Name of Goodneſs let me go; 

aying this ſhe wept bitterly. The Duke, — 


that He only loſt his Labor; endeavour d to pacify 


er, and, with great Difficulty, at laſt compaſs'd it. 

e Yale ds Chambro's coming in put an End to her 
Fears. Nevertheleſs ſhe return'd home with a Diſ- 
quiet of Mind ariſing from Love; the Scene ſhe had 
beheld, had its Effect; her Heart was entangled, and 
in a few Days ſhe long'd as much to ſee the Duke, 
as ſhe was before defirous to avoid him. - It's true, her 
good Senſe enabled her to reſiſt any Thoughts of 
returning; but this Force upon her Inclinations was ſo 


grew) very pale, as we all remark d, en we, could 
not ſo much as gueſs at the Cauſe.” 

Eight Days were now paſs'd without her. heading 
any thing of the Duke, when he came to the Village 
and ener after a Man whoſe Daughter had brought 
him Fruit. As he was the only one in the Place 
that dealt in that Commodity, he was ſoon known, 
and the Dube order d all he had to be ſent home: 


where it grew; Charlot's Father waiting upon kim 
all the While. By the time he imagined his Pro. 
ject had ſucceeded, he retired. 

felf to the Daughter. He exerted all -his Eloquence 


order to comply with his Maſter's Paſſion. - 
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he then took a Fa ancy to walk in the Orchard | 


Pl do whatever you require, Fl! provide a Huſband | 


violent, as very much prejudiced her Health. She 


While the Father was taken up in ding the | 
Duke, his ſubtil Valet de Chambre, applied him+ 


to ſeduce her, and draw her to Fontainebleau,” Lo | 
He took a great deal of Pains to ſet bf; his | 


Birth, Wealth, and Perſon ; he laid before her the 
great Advantages that might be made of ſuch an 


* 


1 1 all to no 3 He changed b 


"Tac? 


and that ſuch an Opportunitiy of aggrandiſing her- 
| {ſelf was not to be neglected for an imaginary Punc- 


| her, which I dont intend. to perform, much leſs 


He was heartily frighten'd, and the Plot ſucceeded. 


Battery, and employ'd the Appearance of Virtue 
to draw her into Vice. He propos'd _the making 
her a Dutcheſs ; which he aſſured ſhould ſoon. be 
brought about if ſhe would come into his Mea- 
ſures. He reminded her of her -own Condition, 


tilio. Here her Reſolution began to fail her; Love 
fand Ambition prevail'd ſo far, that ſhe promis'd 
to come the next day to Town, to ſee, as he ex- 
preſſed it, whether there was any Deſign of im- 
poſing upon her. e 

Dupin acquainted the Dake beſore-hand with what 
had paſſed, and ſhew'd him the Neceſſity of diſſem- 
bling with Charlot, if he hop'd to ſucceed in his 
Deſi ns Thou art certainly, bantering me, re- 
lied the Due; though I love the Girl to Diſ- 
traction, I'll not enter into any Engagemeut with 


commit ſo great a Folly as to marry her. Nei- 
ther Love nor Money ought ever to countenance 
prepoſterous Matches. Depend upon it I'll never 
follow the Example of ——<——yho in order to 
gratify his Paſſion was guilty of a thouſand fool- 
eries, and then, to crown the Work, married his 
own Maid. A very. vertuous Wife, perhaps you'll 
ſay ; but I dont much admire the artful Methods 
ſhe made uſe of to gain her Ends. I could menti- 
on — who was drawn in to marry a Ba- 
ker's Daughter, by her taking Advantage of his 
Fear of Sprites. His Valet de Chambre acted the 
Part of an Apparition, threatning him with eternal 
Ruin, if he did not make an honeſt Woman of her, 


= 


The Earl of is much in the ſame Situati cn. 
He lay under Obligations to a poor Girl who had 


ſaved his Life, and rather than Part with Twenty 
I Thouſand Livres, which ſhe deſerv'd at his Hands 
Ii he very fairly married her to ſave his Money. i 
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Number. So take your own Meaſures for bringing 


might reckon up a great many more unequal Mar- 
* riages ; theſe Parts furniſh many Examples, but they | 
« ſhall never prevail upon me to make one of the| 


the Matter to bear: I own I am in Love; but 
remember I will neither make, nor perform, 1 
Engagements.“ 

The Yake de Chambre ee with 
Earneſtneſs to prevail upon him to talk with CHarlot ws 
leaſt in an ambiguous Manner, on the Subject he had 
entertained her with the Night before: But all in vain. 
The Duke had honourable Principles, though his 
Youth hurried him into ſome Excefles. When Charlot 
came, he perſuaded her not to inſiſt upon any Thing, 
aſſuring her that nothing could ſecure his Masters At- 
fections more, than an intire Confidence in his Honour. 
« Your Compliance, ſaid he, with his Requeſt, will in 
* a few Days, make you a Dutcheſs. And the better 
to fatisfy her as to this particular, he reckon'd up 
ſeveral Examples, © which makes the Thing, fays he, 
evident beyond Diſpute.” Charb, ne or 
deceiving others, could not ſee thro' the Artifices, by 
which this Villain at laſt drew her into the Snare. The 
Vanity of becoming a Woman of Quality, the high 
Rank, and its Conſequences with which ſhe was flatter- 
ed, dazzled her Underſtanding ; in fine, ſhe agreed to 
ſpend a Week at Fontainbleau, on Condition her Fa-|- © 
ther would give his Conſent. A Pretence was ſoon 2 
contrived, A Meſſage was ſent in the Dutcheſs's 
Name, the Duke's Mother, to her Father, in order 
to have her to Town ; he thought himſelf much ho- 
noured in the Affair, and ſent her very willingly. 
She was no ſooner there, but all Engines were at 
work to oblige and divert her. She began to reliſh a 
Life of Eaſe and Pleaſure ; but what put the finiſh- | 
ng Hand to the Buſineſs was, fine Cloaths and Drefs, | 
of which ſhe had always been paſſionately fond. 
She fancied herſelf already a Dutcheſs ; here ſhe | 
aultered, ſand vers her Ruin was n 
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- "Every Day ſhe expected to ſee the Effects of Du. 


Pois's Promiſes, and he as often found Pretexts to put 
her off; Time ſlipt away, her Lover was upon the 
Point of going to Court, to which his Rank, and Em- 
ployment about the King's Perſon, called him. Her 
Paſſion for the Dake was inexpreſſible, and as ſhe was 
uſed by him with the greateſt Tenderneſs, ſhe thought 
- ſherſelt perfectly Happy. But at laſt ſhe found her- 
 felf with Child, and the Duke gone to Court with- 

out bidding her Farewel. His Paſſion was ſated, 

and almoſt worn out; the Valet de Chambre was di- 


2 — to rid him of Charloat. The poor Creature 


vegan to forebode her Misfortunes; her Commerce 
ith the Duke had given her an Inſight into Things, 
the was no longer a ſimple Country Girl, She aw 
. plainly the Danger ſhe was in, of being diſcarded: 
She had mentioned to her Lover the Promiſes made 

her in his Name, but he diſowned them: She wept, 
tore her Hair, and took on bitterly, but all to, no 


| Purpoſe, the Dal went away without the leaſt E- 


motion. 

She taxed the v, alet de C FRO wi with it: The Vil 
lain threw the blame on his Maſter, and as the firſt 
In calling him an Impoſtor. But Charht, now made 


hg 2 deſperate, was not to be put off with plauſible Pre- 


{ences ; ſhe exclaimed fo loudly againſt her Deccivers, 
* Fax the Dute, to whom Dubois had ſent an Account 
pf her Rage, apprehending the Affair's becoming 
Publick, propoſed a conſiderable Sum of Money 


towards getting her a Huſband. She ftood out a long | 


[Time, but convinced at laſt that her Rum was in- 
evitable, ſhe came to a Reſolution, She took the 
Twenty Thouſand Livres, part of which paid her 
Portion in a Monaſtery to which ſhe retired, -the reſt 


he diſtributed among her Relations. The Affair 


made ſome Noiſe ; though, till then it had been kept 
| |private; it was now no longer a Secret to. > the whole 
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great deal of Company, whom he found at the 


As the 


but, x (20) ie hither 3 4 dear Fenny, - by am over- 


| i | 
1 had been acquainted with this Affair, which! 
with all its Circumſtances, came freſh into my Me- 
mory on this Occaſion. I reſoved with myſelf to 
be more wary and more diſcreet than the unhappy 
Charlht: In vai n did my Inelinations, prejudiced as 
they were, ſide with the Margueſs, and ſet him o 
in the moſt favourable Light. My Virtue interpoſed |. 
determined never to ſwerve from its Dictates, and, 
as often as my Heart ſhould give Occaſion, to call It 
to my Aſſiſtance. From that Moment I have con- 
ſtantly adhered to this Maxim, and have juſt: Rea- 
ſon to look upon it, as the Foundation of all my 
Fortune. Under the Direction of ſo good a Guide, 
there is no Danger of going aſtray. 3 | 
I was taken up with theſe. Reflections, when 
Word was brought of the Margue/s's Arrival; he 
came leading the Counteſs, and was follow'd by a 


Res” 


* 


Caſtle: He had already acquainted them with what 7 

had happen'd when I met the King on the Road, 2 

and the Gratuity his Majeſty had order d. But he. 
did not inform them that the Affection, he had at}: 
tnat Inſtant taken to me, had put him upon laying]. 
the Circumſtances of my Adventure before the King 
in ſuch moving Terms, as put his Majeſty under a kind 
of Neceflity of ſhewing me ſome Regard. The Com- 
pany were ſo well pleas'd with the Account, that they 
all reſolv'd to fee. in what Manner. I ſhould: behave 
on the Occaſion. This gave the Counte/5 an Oppor- 
tunity of informing them, that the Marqueſs of L. 
, Father to the young Nobleman, was my God- 
father. The young Margueſs was ſecretly tranſported 
1th this Difcovery, and which afterwards ſerv'd him 


2 YC »w & * 


er Lady hi 


S 
£3 
: 
= 
8 
2 | 
A 
5 
8 
2 
2. 
hy 
5 
5 
a 
% 
& 
2 
D 
5 
2 
2 
@ 


early to taſte the Sweets | 
22 — | RR. 


—— 


1 
4 
(i 
4 > 
x g 
2x 
, I 1 
1199 2 
54 N 
EI py 
& » 
= 
SR: 4 4 
* 
MT! 
$ 
FI 
+ 
197 
5 . 
= : 
\ by 1 
1 
1 85 
f 
1 : 
4 v5 1 
2 ; 
* 3 
. + 
1 
A bs 4 
4 4 
iy % > 
oF, KI 
43 
i: 
| * . 
el | 
4 
Ei! 1 
1 j 
4 
5 
1 | 
* * 
135 ö 
azar! 
TY: 0: 16 
: 44% 2 
N . 4 
4 bg 3 ” 
3s * 1 
. þ "4 
p & N 
ws » D 
i 
91 ;* $44 
"| N 
? > 
n 
4 «© FR $ 
_— 2 
. „ 
9 _ 
kk {3M 
' 243M 
11 } 1 
* i 7 
59 
hh : 
13 
17 
„ 
"1 


1 
. 


k 
. 
4 

4 


* „2425 
— pr 
— 


- 

- 2" >" 

„ 
CS — 


— 


(28 ]_ 


8 
— 


4. — ST; 
n = 
2 © = 
8 * 

Aa 
OY 


Indeed, Madam,” replied the Margueſs, * your La- 


my Country'Attire ; another prais'd my Complexion ; 


contributed ſomething to encreaſe the Perplexity I 


King has commanded me, my pretty One, to put 
into your Hands this Purſe of Thirty Louis-d Or's; 


| the more ſo, as I fl 4 by this Lady's Info rmation, 
that my Father ſtood with her at your Chriſten-| 
* ing. It's what I was unacquainted with before, 


[When the firſt Volley of Compliments were 
over, the Margue/s, addrefling himſelf to me with as 


of your good Fortune : don't be afraid, continue 
ſhe, ſeeing me in great Confuſion; © We know your 
Education has been ſuch as a Village affords. 
How do you like my God-daughter, my Lord? 
Her Carriage is not the politeſt; but with good 
© Breeding, ſhe may make ſome Figure in the World. 


* dyſhip muſt pardon me; I think this pretty Crea- 
ture very well behav'd ; ſhe wants but little Im- 
* provement, to be as you would have her.“ The 
Company buſied themſelves in commending me; 
one extoll'd my Beauty, my Neatneſs and Fancy in 


a third thought my Hand and Arm much beyond 
what is uſual in Low Life: In a Word, every one 


was in. As to my Father, he afforded no fmall 
Diverſion with his, She's your. Servant; No in- 
«* deed; I wiſh ſhe were.“ My Mother made no 
Anſwer, but a great many Courtiſies; whiltt I was 
the only one who did not dare to look up, and if 
any thing about me could create Delight, it muſt 
have been the extreme Confuſion I labour'd under. 


much Reſpect as if I had been a Dutcheſs, ſaid : © The 


© You owe it to the fi Satisfaction you ex- 
preſſed at ſeeing his Perſon; an Account of which 
Was given him: I am exceedingly pleas'd he 
thought fit, to employ me on this Occaſion, and 


but I dare engage my Father will be extremely 


|< pleagd to hear of this Adventure. That yon 
may aſſure your ſelf,” replied the Counteſs But 
« Fenny, what do you fay to my Lord Marguſ6?\lfl 
15 1 | OY You | 
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How, ſaid the Marqueſs, haſtily, Won't you, keep 


0 


© You muff Hank Lim for the Pains he has taken.” 
I made him a Courtiſy, and acknowledged the Fa- 
vour, but in ſo low a Voice, that I dare ſay no body 
could tell what 4 ſaid, nor indeed did J know very 
well my ſelf. © Mind, ſays the Counteſs, winking 
on the Company, How 1 ſhall put her to it; 
Come Fenn, continued ſhe, tell us ſincerely what 
* you will do with your Money ? How will you lay 
it out? Since your ate pleas'd, Madam, to com- 
mand me, anſwer'd I, the beſt Uſe I can put his 
« Majeſty's Bounty to, is to give it my Mother: 


8 


ſome for your own. Uſe ? Indeed, my Lord, I 
replied, ſcarce daring to look him in the Face, 
I don't want any thing; I ſhall only beg of her 
to have me taught to write, that if ever I ſhould be 
at any Diſtance, I may be able to enquire after her 1 
Health.“ He was charm'd with my ready An- . 
ſwer, which he underſtood perfectly well by my 2] 
Letter which Colin wrote. Ah ! Madam, cried he, "Nj 
turning to the Counteſs, * how commendable is this 
« Deſire of Improvement; it would be barbarous to} 
the laſt Degree, not to ſecond it: It is not my 
© Deſign, replied the Counteſi, ſmiling, to be guilty of 
* any ch Thing; I'll ſee if 1 5 can? t do ſome-{ 
thing proper for the King to be inform'd of. 
Feray, ſays ſhe to me, Þ'll carry you Home with _ 
: me, this very Evening, if you have a Mind , $a. 
are you willing to go? Upon this, turning my 
ka to my Mother; © You are the proper- 
# * elt Faro dear Mamma, ſaid I, to conſid 5 


= ths 


: Work eat Goodneſs, But my Father faved. her / | | 


the Trouble, tellin her cn . 58g go 5 Him 
ſelf much honour' 7 


DEE 7} 


Lade, Jem, Taid the to me, turning about and 
follow'd by the Company. I embraced my Mothe 
and the reſt of the Family with Tears in my Eyes, 
feeling at that Inſtant the Force of Nature in an 
upright Heart. Here I was not at a Loſs, but ga 
full Scope to my Affections; ſo true it is that Shame 
accompanies only irregular Paſſions. I gave the 
Purſe to my Mother, * told me in a Whiſper, ſhe 
would not fail to buy me ſome new Clothes fi 

to appear in. Having taken my Leave, I fol- 
low'd the Company who were now at ſome Di- 
ſtance. My Mother did not leave me till I had 
join'd them, nor then neither till ſhe had charged 
me to be always Good, and never to forget that no 
true Happineſs could be expected without it. N 


faw me alone, but coming up to me, How Happy 
deareſt Jemy, am I, ſays he, to have it in my 
Power to ſee you, and from Time to Time to re- 
new ſuch a delightful Satisfaction! I wiſh I coul 

make you comprehend, how dear ſo long an Ab- 
© ſence has coſt me. I am very ſenſible, my Lord 
© anſwered I, how much I am indebted to your Ge- 


ledgments I make, though they are far ſhort o 
what they ought to be; you muſt attribute it to 
my {mall Capacity, and the Company I have been 
< uſed to; they were no better than myſelf, and it 
© could not be expected but I ſhould be much con- 
fuſed on ſuch Occaſions ; perhaps, when I have been 
© ſometime with my Godmother, I may learn more 
* Breeding. Your good Senſe charms me, replied 
the Margue/s It wants only a little Improye- 
ment; but, you muſt learn to diftinguiſh' your 
Friends. And give me Leave, my dear Tenny, 
not to loſe this favourable Opportunity, but to ſpeak] 


* beautiful, and will every Day be more fo: 
| © Counteſs fees much Company, and conſequent] 


4 


The 


The Marqueſs often looked back. He no ſooner 


<-nerofity : I hope you will accept of the Acknow- 


© as becomes the ſincereſt Friend you have. You are 
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treat you like a Child. Nevertheleſs J ought to aſk: 


— vs. v2 3 


innere. 


N 


WL 


"fr cannot be Tong before Addreſſes will be made to your | 


© But remember, few young Men are in the ſame 
* way of thinking with myſelf ; they carry Danger 
with them, and will leave no Way untry'd to 
* deceive you: If you liſten to them, you muſt give 
me over for loſt. I need not ſay any more at pre- 
« ſent of what I have to ſpeak of, a little Experience 
of the World will let you into Part of it. In 

mean Time, endear yourſelf as much as poſſible to 
* your Godmother ; bating the uſual Foibles of the 


Time I will give you her Character as a Model hy 
which you may form your own ; you ſee I don't 


— 


vyour Pardon for taking upon me to give you Leſ- 
* ſons: But the great Share I muſt bear in every 


* wards into your Affairs. I muſt not forget to ac- 
+ quaint you that her Ladyſhip has a Daughter, who, 
as ſhe is much Inferior in Point of Beauty, wi 


Brother is a handſome young Gentleman, and 
have reaſon to think will be as little able to reſiſt 
, your Charms as myſelf ; this gives me ſome Un- 


* 


* nities of ſeeing you. He will make Love, an 


* muſt become of me ! n 

I don't know, anſwered I, what Love is; 
have hitherto lived very Happy, unacquainted wit 
* any Uneaſineſs, but what aroſe from ſeeing my 


© ther and Siſter. There is nothing but your gene- 
© replied he: Iam in Pain when you beſtow that 
* Friendſhip. You are not ot acquainted with me: 
When don are, you'll be 


6 


* Sex, a good Woman; and endowed with excellent . 
* Qualifications worthy your Imitation. Some other 


Thing that concerns you, makes me thus look for-| 


Name on fuch triffing Marks of the moſt tender} * 
ſenſible, how happy 1 W ? 
| Faris 


© be Jealous of you from the firſt Moment. Her. | 


© eaſinefs, as well as his having continual Opportu _ 


| nr N. gain upon your AﬀeQtions: If fo, what EY 


„Mother in AMiQtion, or the Previſhneſs of my Brod. 


© rous Behaviour towards — No more of Generofity,f* / 
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in this mall Opportunity e bow tenderly} 
I love you. Lord] faid I ſmiling,. you are always 
: talking of Love: Let it reſt till I know what it is, 
* and whether a Maid may be allowed to hear of it. 
© PII teach you what it is, repligd he. No, no, my 
* Lord, I cried ; my Mother has often charged me 
never to liften to Men; ſince all they fay only 
© tends to impoſe upon us: I dare ſay my Godmo- 


J .the Margueſs very earneſtly, that you never men- 
, *. tion a Word to her concerning my Paſſion. She 
is of a jealous Temper, of which more hereafter ;; 
it may prevent my ſeeing of you, and upon that 
my very Life depends. Nay then, added I, there 
muſt be harm in it, ſince you are afraid to let it 
be known. No, my deareſt Fenny, there is none; 
have a better Opinion of me? I was about to Re- 
ply : I found a facility in doing it, that ſurprized 
me. I was under no Reftraint with the Mar queſe, 
and if he had been one of my Play-fellowers, I could 
not have reaſoned with greater Freedom. I was about, 


3 N 


Preference, when my Godmother turning about, cal- 
led to me: Upon which we made up to her. How 
© now, ſays ſhe to me, what are you liſtening to 
the Marqueſs? What Subject has he been upon? 
Love to be ſure. Remember, Jenny, its Poiſon, 


Wy . 


ter Madam, anſwered I: My Lord, to divert him- 
ſelf, I ſuppoſe, has been enquiring after our Coun- 
try "Amuſements, and I have given him the beft 


Creature has deſcribed them in ſo lively a Man- 
ner, that I prefer them far beyond the Pleaſures of 
a Town Life,” The Counte/5 rallied: him on "his 
new Taſte ; the Company took up the Subject; $.- all, 


* A 2 K A * 


. ſhe called for NS de Parc: © She N 29 


e ther is of the ſame Opinion. Take Care, replied| 


I fay, to enquire why he ſhould give himſelf this 


and oftentimes Fatal. I know nothing of the Mat-| 


Account I can. Its very true, ſays he, this. pretty 


Without perceiving it, we had reached the Cale 
* | The Counteſs was no ſooner in her Apartment; but : 


ny mn 


3 he _formes- ; 
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ormerly her waiting Woman, tho? at preſent had no 


Piece of F ormality J was \ given in Charge: 
recommend my God - da 


Education, ſaid the Counteſs to her ;-ſhe is 
rection. Do you know the King has taken 


* terrupting her; no little Matter J aſſure 
Where are they? Her good Nature, repli 


Eknovs what may happen: 


hanks for his Bounty in her own Hand-writing. 
| 4 uy! poſſibly engage him to continue it. Very 
true, xeplic uy new Governeſs; that's no bad 


ocker  Employmene | t to 22 her ke have © as 


* conditioned, and naturally well as I make); 
© no doubt but ſhe will deities apace under your Di- 


* Counteſs, prevailed on her to give them to her Fo | 
ther: She had done better to have kept them, re- 
[© plied the old Abigail with a Frown, I could have] 

laid them by _ her as well as another. Whoa| 
How could ſhe be ſo gid- 
: * dy! She would have known where to find them at 

* a Pinch: That's not the Buſineſs we are about, faid} - © 
the Counteſs, interrupting her, where will you lay 
© her. Why in my Chamber, anſwered a Parc; 
where can ſhe be better. That's true, ſaid the Coun-| 
{© Zeſs.. But the firſt Thing ſhe is ſet about muſt be 
* toleatnito write: When ſhe can do that ll take 
% * hero: Perſailles, where ſhe ſhall return the King | 


th your Care fer 


« tice of her, and given her Thirty Lauis -d Oer 
i Thirty Louis d Ors ! cried Mademoiſelle de Pare i ns : 
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. [not very taking. Her Countenance deceives One; 
{ſhe being in Appearance, good - natured and engag- 


Shadow. 


: which he continually ſought for an Opportunity 


3 Raw Counteſs s. Paughter, was about fifteen Years of Age; 


4 ſhe was Miftreſs of: Her Eyes large and dull, but 


{rafter ; but it was impracticable to proceed in my | 
Story without bringing her upon the Stage, as ſeveral | .. 
future Events will be found entirely owing to her 
Treachery and Malice. All I can do in this caſee 

is to ſoften. the Touches, when I ſhall have Occaſion |. 
ito ſpeak of her hereafter. To this Day my Nenn bY 


| 


R 2 


77 kought.” During this Converſation, I never = : 
pened my Lips: My Heart miſgave me; I dread 

my preſent Situation, and with regret looked bat 
upon That, J had juſt now. left. After much Dif} 
courſe of this kind, Mademoiſelle de Parc, ſeized on 
me as her Prey, and ever after followed me like my 


2 — 
AM * 
N d 


The Margueſi flaid ſome Time at the Caſtle, during 


ſpeak with me: But this was no eaſy Matter, as 1 
was always with my Governeſs, or elſe in the Con d 
ze/s's Bed- Chamber learning to Embroider. I ſome. 
times met his Eyes, and learnt from them how diſ- 
agreeable this Reſtraint was to him; by Degrees I 
became acquainted with their Language Whilt h 
ſtaid, nothing affected me but the endearing Reflec- 
tion of being beloved by him: I apprehended n 


Harm in amuſing myſelf with the Idea of him; 


Gratitude, me thought, required it of me: Frivo- 
lous Pretext! Fatal Miſtake! A Fire: lay hid under 
its gentle heat pleaſed at preſent; but ſoon broke 
out with greater Violence. Mademoiſelle D'elbieu, the 


of a fair Complexion „the only perſonal Advantage 
in that particular, Impoſtors; for ſhe did not want 
for Wit, though, at that Time, it was unequal, and| 


ing, but in reality, envious and fullen. In Conſi- 


deration of Favours received from her Mother, when | 


at her Houſe, I would gladly have omitted this Cha- 


PI" 


2 


has been yery favourable ; but if ſhe W A WOW F*.. 


W A 


** ** — * 


paſſionate, an 


me again, it will be her Intereſt to keep her own 
decret. My little Experience did not prevent my 
liſcerning the Uneaſineſs my Arrival at the Caſtle 
reated in her. When every one elſe took a Liking 


jo me, ſhe was in a different Way of thinking, and 


y her haughty Behaviour diminiſhed the goc 

inion others had of me: I was very ſenſible of 
er Coldneſs, or rather her Envy, in my Regard. 
t gave me ſome Concern. The Chevalier her Bro- 
ner was in the other Extreme: From the firſt Mo- 
ent he began to Fancy me. I was convinced of 


Jt by his Behaviour, and his Diſcourſe: he looked up- 


n me as an agreeable Amuſement for the Time he 
as to ſtay at the Caſtle. My innocent and unaffected 


Carriage, ſeemed to promiſe him an eaſy Conqueſt. 


In a word, he was exactly what the Margueſs had de- 
ſcribed; tall and well ſhaped ; his Behaviour, in ap- 
pearance, obliging, but in reality far from it. Very 
7 like his Siſter, exceſſively haughty. 
Where he endeavoured to pleaſe, he would artfully 
iſguiſe theſe ill Qualities ; but if the Succeſs did 
ot anſwer, he was ſure to employ. Artifice aud 
orce. I had leiſure enough to Study beth their 
haracters, and the Uſage I met with from their 
ands, taught me by fata] Experience never to form 
n Opinion of any One from the firſt Impreſſion, nor 
contract a Friendſhip, unleſs with thoſe, whom, by 
moral Certainty, I knew to be of A Character 
very oppoſite to Theirs. 

The Margqueſi had the Dex terity, ps Day before 
e left the Caſtle, to contrive an Opportunity of 
peaking with me, whilſt ] was in the Counteſe's Room 
t my Work, and a great deal of Company preſent, 
ho dined at the Caitle. He propoſed Pharaam to 
1 ſhip, and under Pretence of not Underſtand- 


ng the Game, prevailed upon her, W. th very little 
$ 1 -to hold the Bank for Him. The Com- 


nediately engaged, and thro! their Earger- -- 
15 ; Malm de P. . the Mar 22053 2 


| — 1: 8 
fand myſelf were ſoon left alone. He offered her a 
¶Touis d Or to venture with, in which ſhe ſhould go 
{Halves if ſhe had good Luck. This was a Temptation 
not to be reſiſted. Her Back was no ſooner turn'd, 
[but addreſſing himſelf to me, How happy am I, 
F my deareſt Fenm, ſaid the Marqueſs, in this Op- 
portunity of talking with You ! I have long fought 
F for it: What would I give to enjoy it every Day 
I am going, my lovely Creature; I cannot ſtay 
F any longer without Diſcovermg what it is that fixes 
me here. May I not enquire before I go what 
Place I have in your AﬀeCtions ? Speak, my Angel, 
don't refuſe me this Satisfaction; Life's a Burthen 
to me without, at leaſt, the Hopes of gaining your 
Affections. Conſider it is very uncertain when [ 
ſhall be able to ſee you again, and yet that is the 
| only Comfort left me, in the Situation in which 
[I' my Paſſion for you has placed me” He uttered 
-*[this with fo much Tenderneſs, that I could not for- 
bear looking at him, fetching a deep Sigh at the ſame 
[Time. What means that Sigh, my Charmer; 
cried he, in the moſt affectionate Manner. Am I 
ſo happy, fincere as I am, to move your Compaſl- 
F fion? Ah! my Lord, replied I, leave me I beg; 
F whenever you are near or ſpeak to me, I am not 
F myſelf. What do you aim at? Why do you per- 
F ſue a young Creature of my low Condition. 
know very well my Diſtance; yet I am not afraid 
to ſay, that as great as you are, if your Deſigns are 
* diſhonourable, they ſhall never ſucceed. God for- 
bid, cried he, that I ſhould have ſuch a Thought. 
All I defire is to love You and obtain your Favour. 
* Alaſs! To what Purpoſe, anſwered I ? Why does 
F every Gentleman ſay the fame ? Is it the Faſhion at 


Paris? Inall myLite I never heard ſo much of Love 
as within the eight Days I have been here. How ! 


cried the Margue/s quite amazed, this is the firſt | 
Time I could ever have an Opportunity of making | 


my Addreſſes to you. As if you were the only 


1 


One! 
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© One! anſwered I very innocently ! All the other 
Gentlemen are continually upon the fame Strain; 
but in particular, the Counte/s's Son never ſuffers 
me to have a Moment's Quiet. Heavens! ſays the 
* Marqueſs, interrupting me, ſure he is not in love 
* with you. I can't tell what it is to be in Love, 
* replied I; but if every One is in Love, that fays 
© lo; he certainly i is. And what Anſwer do yo 
make him, cried the Marqueſs with great Farneſt- 
* neſs? Really I take fo little Notice of what he 
* ſays, anſwered I, that I can give you no Account. | 
But this I know very well, I ſhould not be ſorry 
* if he concerned himſelf no more with me than his | 
* Siſter does. May I depend upon this, my dear 
Femy? ſaid the N a little recovered. Don't | 
* you find a Pleaſure in hearing him? Ah! not in 
the leaſt, anſwered J very fimply ; fo far from it, 
that one Word of yours makes a muca greater Im- 
* preſſion on me than a Hundred of his. How ſhe 4 
Charms me! cried the Margue/ſs. How ha 

* ſhould I be if I were convinced of what ſhe N. 
with ſo much Sincerity! I would not change my 
Condition with any Thing the whole World af. 
* fords. ' Repeat it once more, my lovely Dear: 
vou reſtore me to Life; my whole Happineſs de- 
* pends on that Acknowledgement. Heavens! what 
have I aid? replied I, aſtoniſhed to ſee him thus | 
* tranſported. What is it that pleaſes you ſo much? 
; Period; I may have done amiſs without knowing | 
it? No, no, faid he interrupting me haſtily.; never | 
think of acting otherwiſe. If your Heart has ex- | 
* plained itſelf, don't contradi& it; it ſhall never 
* repent its Condeſcentions in my Behalf. ' My | 


Heart has faid nothing! anſwered I, interrupting} 
in my turn very briſkly. If I have let drop an 
| Word, without knowing their Meaning, you ought © 
not to take any Advantage from thence. What? 
am 1 to go away then, replied the «Your 5 
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Heart fays nothing! To another it may poſſibly 
ſpeak. Fare we Life, fince I have incurred your 
© hatred.” Theſe laſt Words were ſpoke in ſo moving 
an Accent, that they affected me very much: I look- 
ed at him, and the extreme Sorrow, I ſaw in his 
Countenance, made me heartily repent I had been 
the. Occaſion of it. Good God! I cried with 
great Anxiety; what a Misfortune is it not to know: 
© how to Expreſs one ſelf! that's the Reaſon IL. am 
|< thought to fay one Thing when L mean another. 
„Why ſhould you afflict yourſelf in this Manner? 
It was far from my Intention. Beſides its Wrong 
in you to give any heed to a Perſon, who has not 
Wit enough to anſwer you: Have but Patience til! 
I have learnt ſome from my God- mother, and then Ml. 
„ T'll ſay nothing that will give Offence.” He could | 
[not forbear ſmiling at my Ingenuity. * There it is 
again! cried I. This Moment you were ready 
© to cry; and now I have made ſome Blunder, 
|<. you are laughing at me. Very Well H its high 
Time for me to hold my Tongue.” I ſpoke this 
with ſome Warmth, and fell to my Work, without- 
taking the leaſt Notice of a Thouſand paſſionate and 
tender Expreſſions, he employed to pacify m = 
At laſt, wearied out with my Obſtinacy, 4 Mar- 
queſs remained filent : Imagining he was gone, I 
| [looked up haſtily to ſee what was become of him, 
but was much out of Countenance to find him looking 
ſtedfaſtly on me. You certainly Deſign my Death, 
« {aid - ſince you will not vouchſafe me a Word 
nor ſo much as a Look. What have I done to 
|* .deſerve ſack Uſage? I go then with a heavy 
Heart; Cruel Creature farewel for ever.“ This 
moved me: I was obliged, methought to juſtif 
myſelf from ſuch an Imputation: Of how. 
2 is Prejudice, in the Conduct of our Lives tt 
No, my Lord, . anſwered I with ſome Warmth; | i 
my Behaviour deſerves no ſuch injurious. Names a 
I am nt, nor ever was, cruel. to any Thing z 10» 
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far from it, I can't ſee a Lamb killed without cry- 


perhaps give over Play very ſoon, and J thoyle 
never have forgiven myſelf if 1 had omitted to ſet 
+ tle one Point before I go. I Deſign to ſend Da- 
bois (his Valet de Chambre) twice a Week under a 
© pretended Compliment to the Counteſt, that I may 
hear from you. At another Opportunity PII ac-| 
* quaint you what Method I have uſed, to prevent 
her taking any Umbrage at it. Pudcis will find 
Means to ſpeak to you, and bring me your An- 
* ſwers, which in ſome Meaſure may alleviate what 
I I muſt ſuffer from your Abſence. Beſides, I ſhall 
take all Opportunities poſſible to wait on you, ſo 
as not to be obſerved. At preſent, I ſhall not preſs] 
* to know what place I have in your Affection, 
ſince you ſeem to be ſo averſe to the giving me 
that Satisfaction; however J ſhall be able to form 
ſome judgment of it, by your Earneſtneſs to learn 
to write, and, I flatter myſelf, I ſhall then find I 
am not altogether Diſagreeable to you.” He was 

going on, when my Governeſs came to us with Joy 
in her Countenance: She had won four Louis d Or's, 
and was bringing the Marqueſs his Share. Pray 


ing. I never could hurt the leaſt Thing; eve 
when my Brother and Siſter have fallen upon me 
« I would not fo much as defend myſelf for fear ol 
© hurting them.” Judge then if I deſerve to be cal 


ed cruel.” Had J gone on, the Margne/s woul 


have given me the Hearing, ſo well was he pleaſe 
with my ingenuous Simpheity ; but Love places every 
Thing in a favourable Light. ask your Pardon, 
my deareſt Fenm, faid the Marques, if J have of- 
« fended you: The Word cruel does not mean ill- 
natured; however, had you perſiſted in not mak- 
© ing ane any Anſwer, you would certainly have de- 
* ſerved to be called ſo. But now you have reſto 

me to Life, and I will never uſe that Word again. 
There is no Time to be loſt, the Company ma 


_ 


"if is. | 
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' be lucky to you = Time. When I return tol 
| ; Verſailles, J intend to play for you there, and ſee f 
whether the ſame Fortune attends you in deep Play.| fa 


The only return I Deſire is, that you would be| p 
careful of this Child; you may poſſibly find your h 
Account in it hereafter.” This was taking her on WW f. 
the weak Side, eſpecially as ſhe knew the Mar- ft 
queſs's Generofity and Exactneſs in keeping his Word.| p 
© You need {ay no more, my Lord, ſhe replied ; let: 
me alone: TH take the ſame Cart of her as if the] te 
were my own Daughter. I am not to learn that] e. 
our young Chevalier is very ſweet upon her; but. 2 
b I ſhall watch him ſo narrowly, that he'll not tl 
find an Opportunity of ſpeaking to her, but when MW » 
I am by: He and Lare no Strangers to one another; il 
and I am apt to think, he will not venture to take 
any Liberties there. The Company left off play 
juſt as ſhe had done ſpeaking. The Bank, it ſeems, 
was broke, and the Counteſs came to acquaint the 
Margueſs with his Loſs; but he ſeemed very Eaſy 
as to that particular. Preſently a walk was agreed 
= jon, ſo that I was left alone with Mademor/elle de 
Da, and foon found the Effects of the Margueſs's 
FCoͤivilities; (for fo ſhe ſtiled the Money and Pro- 
{miles ſhe had received from him) and indeed, ever 
after ſhe uſed me with the greateſt Tenderneſs ima» 
 {ginable. 
| 4 GC "If Delbieu, freed Gra the Trouble 
ing the Honours of the Houle, applied himſelf 

00 dan cloſely to me: Every Moment he was urging his 
Faſſion, — I was as backward in taking any Notice 
ſof it. How widely different his Manner of expreſ- 
ſing himſelf from * of the Margueſs, ee com- i 
red together! The one, though polite, yet augh- V 

| 1 and * an Air of — — 1 other, WM | : 
on the contrary, complaiſant, genteel and ace. WW 
panied with a Deference, as if addreſſed by an in- t 
ferior: This certainly was very taking, and, ſim h 
as A the Difference was my markab Ts # IF 


2 * 


Ss * 7 1 I 
2 Pp 
. * iF > 2 
p L 
* rn Ta 7 
o - * 1212 7 
* * | . 4 ” 
1 7 * 7 . < 
d oy 5 — 2 2 
k 3 \ LS > 
« 1 6 e 
9 "lo N j 
: { 75 ; _ . . ! 4s * 
8 1 * 8% 8 Zh i 
> *.. 1 4 * 8 'y PITT” * X * n 12 PIE . of df * # 4 
" : 8 r 7 "IG JETTY ck R N n - a. a 66 - 
kd 


oo ay. * 


— Rat —EPMUw——ͤ— 2 — AO AAA 


e 


— APs 


2 2 mp 


£5 Wh 


The Counteſs ſoon perceived her Son's Inclinatiom 
for me, and reprimanded him accordingly ; but this, 
far from having the deſired Effect, only encreaſed his 
Paſſion. Its true, he became more circumſpect in 
his Behaviour, but in a ſhort Time I found by woe- 
fal Experience, what terrible Effects may be expected 
from. Reſtraint, : where the Heart is not guided by a 
Principle of Virtue. | 
As for Mademoiſelle his Siſter ; 1 tried all Methods 
to render myſelf acceptable to her; ſhe condeſcend- 
ed to bear with me, but after a Manner inſupport- 
ably Haughty. Whether the reſpectful Behaviour of | 
the Marque js had given me a wrong Turn, or that 
naturally I was not diſpoſed to ſubmit, I found an 
infinite Difficulty in doing it to her. I often be- 
wailed myſelf 3 to which, perhaps the Abſence of 
the Marqueſs did not a little contribute, whoſe ami-| 
able Behaviour was ſet off by every Vexation J un- 
derwent. - What a Friend is Solitude to Love! I ſoon 
became acquainted with it, now no longer that ig. 
norant Girl who aſked what it was. Its Revenge 
was ſevere; making me feel the full Extent of its 
Power and Violence. I fell away, loſt my Com- 
plexion and Strength. My Reſt heretofore was un- 
diſturbed, but now I ſeldom enjoyed fo great a 
Bleſſing. I conſidered the Circumſtances of my pre- 
ſent Situation; I was willing to hide their Source 
from myſelf, and inſtead of blaming the 2 
"ty of my Affections, I attributed what ] ſuffe 
my Abſence from my Mother. But I was Yu 
convinced of my Error. | 

The/Counteſs judged as ill in the Affair as ; mol, | 
imagining the Sight of my Parents would be of Ser- 


: 


reduced: They were ſent for, and indeed afforded 
me ſome Relief; but I received much more from | 
the Arrival of Dubois. He gave me an Account of 
his Maſter, and how much he was concerned at my 
Aer Fr ee was no pa for explaining 
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vice to me, in the Condition to which ſhe ſaw me 


| 4 | 


= — © him ; my Countenance diſdover- 


more than Words could expreſs. 5 by IR 

From the Time that the Marguz/5 left the Caſtle, 
I had applied myſelf to learn to write; a Valet de 
Chambre belonging to the Chevalier who wrote a 
fine Hand, took a great Pleaſure in teaching me. I 
had juſt begun to join the Letters, and, to give the 
Marqueſs a Proof of my Attention to his Requeſts, 
I took a childiſh Pleafure in ſcrawling over a whole 
Page. This with great Charge, I gave Dubois. He 
| enquired very earneſtly whether or no the Chevalier 
made Jove to me or not ? I ſuppoſe it was Part of his 
Inſtructions. The Anſwer I made was that at firſt 
he did, but his Mother, being apprized of it, had 
| | taken ſuch Methods, that now he durſt not ſo much 

as open his Mouth to me on that Subject. e 
The Day f aſter Dubois's return to the Margueſ;, 
happened to be Sunday. I had made a Friendſhip 
with my Governeſs's Niece. Catherine, for that was 
her Name, beſides an excellent Temper, was Mif- 


_ | treſs of a great deal of Wit, and that improved by 


a genteel Education. I have certainly great Obliga- 
tions to her, as ſhe was the firſt that begun to poliſh 
the coarſe Breeding I had contracted at Home. Her 
Age as well as Experience was ſuperior to mine, but 
that did not hinder us from being inſeperable Com- 
panions. In the Afternoon when Church was done, 
her Aunt walked with us into a neighbouring Wood, 
where an Opening was cut for the conveniency of 
Hunting. Mademoiſell de Parc had a Book in ber 
Hand, which gave us an Opportunity of retiring to a 
little Diſtance. Our Converſation accidentally turn- 
ing upon the Counte/5, ſhe informed me that the Count 
and ſhe had been for ſome Years upon very indif- 
| ferent Terms ; that it =_ not much ard 

the World, tho' they very ſeldom met, he generally 
| coming down 2 the Country, when — 
to Paris, the only one Point they agreed in. Good 
God!] cried I; is it poſſible for married People to 
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each other. Its true, there are ſome Huſba 
not ſo tractable, that expect their Wives ſhoul 


2 


five at a Diſtance from each other? We never 
© hear of any ſuch Thing in our Village: What can 
be the Caule of it? Love on one Side and Jealouſy 
« on the other, anſwered Catherine. The Huſband 
« diſlikes his Lady s:Admirers ; and the Lady can't 

prevail upon herſelf to diſcard them. What ! ſays 
J, interrupting her, do People think of Gallantry| 
« after they are married? Yes, my dear Femy, re- 
* plied ſhe. Its certainly very Wrong: And yet 
nothing is more frequent at Paris: There, Intereſt, 
« not Affection, commonly makes the Match; wretchl - 
ed Cuſtom taking Place of Reaſon. The Gentle- 
man has his Miſtreſſes, the Lady her Intrigues, live 
in the ſame Houſe, and ſeldom ſee the Face o 


© keep up to their Duty, though they don't think 
fit to ſhew them the Bun If the Wife hap-| 
« pens to be Headſtrong and will not comply, they 
come to Expoſtulations and fo part: Others, li 
the Count and his Lady, compromiſe the Matter, 
* and each lives as their Fancy directs; conſequent- 
h they undergo leſs uneaſineſs, as they are unde 
* leſs reſtraint: It has even happened ſometimes, that 
their complaiſant Indifference for each other, has 
a brought about a fincere Reconciliation ;" this, it it” 
© true, is rare, but Examples are not wanting to eon 
firm what I have faid: as for the Count and the 
© Counteſs your Godmother, I dont expect they wil 
© ever be of that Number: The Counze/s is a Woman 
of Character, and has always paſſed for ſuch inthi 


| © World; but ſhe affects the Air of a Coquet, lo 


, ta bs en cht amiable, and more to be told for: For 
© theſe laſt hree Months ſhe has been, to her info 

portable Mortification, without an Admirer : It i 
© but fince the Arrival of the Marqueſs of L. V. 
the Caſtle, that ſhe has put on this Air of Spright 
© lineſs and Good- humour, you ſee her in; beſo 
e e he yes read tie of Mead. 
- 


i. 
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©. cholly, For ſome Days he has been very 2890505 
© and ſeems deeply in Love. Theſe laſt Words went 
to my Heart, . and cauſed ſuch an Emotion in my 
Spirits, that J fainted away on the Graſs where we 
Fo _ Catherine: lifted; me up, and with ſome Difſi- 
culty | brought me to myſelf: She did not in the 
leaſt ſuſpect the real Cauſe of my Illneſs, it being 
preſently attributed to the indifferent Health I had 
enjoy d for ſome Days paſt; they led me back to 
the Caſtle and put me immediately to Bed. Ca- 
therine leſt me, in order ſhe ſaid, that I might. com- 
poſe myſelf, aſſuring me that an Hour or two; if. I 
could. ſleep, would ſet me to rights: I pretended to bo 
of the ſame Opinion; ſhe had no ſooner ſhut the Door 
but I'gave a looſe to my melancholly Reflections. 
Ah — whe Creature, cried I bruſting into Tears, 
where i is that Tranquility of Mind I once feſs'd ! 
What has thus reduced me of late to this 3 Con- 
dition? Why thus alter'd ſince the Marguey;'s Ab- 
ſence 2 What is it to me if he courts the Counte/5 
_ why. am I fo deeply concern'd in the Affair? Wha 
means this Affliction his Abſence brings upon me 
Why. ſhould I, at theſe Vears, loath what was once ſ 
agreeable ? Ahl it's but two evident. Barbarous Ma 
how could you {ay you loved me? Why ſhould vai 
thus deceive me ? Did I compel you to profeſs a Pa 
ſion you are entirely void of? Why ſhould you tak 
an Advantage of my too great Credulity? Heavens! 
what brought me hither ?. What will become of me 
Ah Charlt, Charkt! I feel too plainly. what yo 
muſt have endured when abandon'd by one you low 
E fo well. I but judge of you by myſelf, / Her whol 
. Advepture preſented. itſelf to my diſtrurbed Imagina 
3 tion, till, wearied out with Tears and Vexation, 1 
fell into a profound Sleep which much refreſh'd.m 
exhauſted Spirits, and I 0 unn fans Compoſt 


| h of Mind. 1 7 
9 4 I I was going out * id Chamber ——5 39s proven 
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neither, at leaſt thoſe of a certain Turn. This w 


mands, and aſſuring kim that She at leaſt ſhould | 
inſiſt upon a different Behaviour, ſhut him out with 


been out of Order whilft you were taking the Air; 
and yet.-L:think you look pretty well: Likely e- 
nough;aatilwer*d.I ; but it mult be owing to Sleep, 
* for I am not perfectly recovered : I am ſorry for 
: that, replied he, fumerhing muſt be done: I'll | 
engage to cure you if you'll let me be your Phyſi- 
* cian, I can do more than all the Doctors put toge- 
© ther. Lord ! Sir, anſwered I, (my Reſentment a- 
« oainſt the Marqueſs not being entirely out of my 
Head,) let me alone! I deteſt the Whole ſex off 
Men. That's only, anſwer'd the Chevalier, 
Effect of the Spleen. They are not ſo contemptibl 


6 


you with ſuch an air of Complacency in his; ow 
earſelf, as placnly intimated he thought he was 

of the Number. No, no, my Deareſt, continued 
© he, you will not always be ſo Hard- hearted. Say- 
ng this he offered to catch me in bis Arms3 but I = 
engaged myſelf from him, out P. 

This ads Gowverneſs who net him as he 
was purſuing. me, and after upbraiding him with 
the little Reſpect he paid to his Mother's Com- 


Fury and Indignation in his Eyes, 


What would this Fool be at here? Says ſhe to 
me when we were alone. I dont know, replied| 
I, he endeavour'd to take me in his Arms: 
You were in the right ſaid She to call out; you | 
heard how I handled him, he'll not come this 
Way again in haſte. He is very boifterous, con- 
tinued She, and we ſhall have no loſs of him 
when he is gone; it will not be long firit, 
as the Caunteſs informs me. It's really a pity | 
he ſhould behave in this Manner, he does not 
want ſenſe if he would but govern himſelf; he has 
an ohliging Air, which impoſes on | thoſe Who 
are not thoroughly; acquainted with him. As for 
Kt I never . a caſt in his Eyes, 
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T which makes one "think he is always contriv L 
* ſome Miſchief or another. 
After this Diſcourſe we went to the Ciara s A 


partment, little thinking to find the Margque/ there bl 
This Surprize encreas'd my Reſentment and made 

him appear more Criminal. Iwas very near ſtart MW tha 

ing at the fight of him, but Shame and Peg Na 


| -made me ſtand my Ground. 

He no ſooner ſaw me, but coming up wit 

great Alacrity, How do. you do, my charming 
Fenny? Good God |! cried he, ſeeing me nearer 

* how ſhe is alter'd. What can be the meaning 


of this, my Dear? What has befallen you fincd4 [MW Ch 
* I was here? In faying this he took hold of my I ice 
Hand; but I ſnatch'd it away again with Indig\ ing 
nation. * She is very feveriſn, continued he with an WG 
Air of ſurprize at what I had done, though hq Oe 
ſeem' d to ſtifle it. Madam, fays he turning to cor 
Counteſs, depend upon it the Child is ill, ſhe muſſ I the 
be taken Care of: It will go off, replied he Ge 
* Ladyſhip, only a little Melancholy; J have ſent W* : 
for her Mother to divert it. Come hither Femy} Il © « 
let me ſell your Pulſe : ; Vou are in the right * 
+ ſhe is in a Fever: ſend for the Doctor, con] Wit | 
{ © tinued the Cornteſs, ſpeaking to my Governe/s; MW" * 


and put her to Bed and let ſomebody watch wi 
her. The Marqueſs's Eyes were never off me 
i endeavouring to diſcover the Cauſe cf my Vexation 
which I had much ado to keep to myſelf. - But I 
prevented him by making a Courtiſy and retiring 
I. was no ſooner in my Chamber, but I went to 
Bed with many a melarchely Reflection, the Con 
ſequence of Which was ſo violent a Revolution 
that in two Hours, the Fever was N L 
and increaſed ſo fait afterwards, that by Day by q 
it redoubled, and I grew li ht-headed. RET 
The Extremity to which I was reduced, ten 
der d me incapable of knowing what paſsd, ſo tha 
15 am beholden to Catherine, who never leſt m 5 
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ged-ſide, for that part of 1 a Hiſtory. The Coun- 


teſs was immediately inform'd of the Danger I Was 


in; ſhe was much concern'd, and order'd all poſ-- 
{ible Care to be taken of me. Like many others, 
ſhe dreaded the Sick; even her own Children in 
that Condition muſt not have expected to ſee her: 
Nay, ſince that, I have met with Perſons whoſe Ap- 


prehenſions were carried to that pitch of Extrava- 


gance, as not to converſe with ſuch as viſited the 
dick. It happen'd luckily for the Marguęſi that my 
Godmother was not of this laſt Number. The Mo- 
ment he heard how ill I was, he flew to my 


Chamber; ſtruck with the utmoſt Conſternation, to 


ke me in ſo much Danger, he could not avoid diſcover- 
ing his Paſſion. Happily nobody was preſent but my 
Governeſs and her Niece : They ſoon perceiv'd the 
Occaſion of his Grief; his paſſionate Exclamations 
convinced them that Love was the Source from whence 
they took their riſe. He won their Hearts by his 
Generoſity, not to ſay Prodigality. © It's in vain for 
me to hide any longer from you the cauſe of my 
K Grief; my Life depends upon this Child's Reco- 
© very ; ſaying this he drew out his Purſe and gave 
it to Madamoiſelle de Parc, ; there, continued he, 
© a hundred Louis d or, I beg your Acceptance 
* of them; not that I thereby limit my Acknows 
j ledgements if you can fave her Life. And as for 

vou, ſays he, turning to Catberine, accept of this 
„Diamond as a Reward for your Concern: I am 


* convinced you love my Feumy, and that's enough | 
*to make you dear to me. I have. a particular | 


© View in regard to this lovely Voung Creature, 


whom: I adore, from whoſe: Life my own is in⸗ | 


ſeperable. Ve Heavens ! who know the Purity... 
of my Intentions, reſtore her to me. Ah! Tem, 
of enmy, continued he, burſting into Tears, you hear 


at the Expence of my own! look up, my Angel, 
g e the 25 8 Condition your poor —— 4 


« 


me not; alaſs could I but fave your Life though | 


TH 
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| Chimes who came to receive his Orders. Take 


* 000 to! Good God ! whence comes this III. 
© neſs : I left her in perfect Health. Heavens ! how 
<- ſhe burns; her Eyes are wide open, and yet ſhe 
does not ſee me! * A Torrent of Tears which 
follow'd, ſcarce ſuffer'd him to ſpeak to his Valet d. 


*. Poſt ſaid he, fetch hither immediately Morfieur 
VV Lord! what an unfortunate Wretch am I! 


ſand advis'd him to leave the Caftle next Day, to 


je unravel the whole Affair; eſpecially as you can- 


“ ver'd, the Counteſs will ſend Feng home, and give 


His Exclamations were ſo moving, that my Gower- 
neſs and her Niece could not refram ming} ing their 

"ears with His. In the Interim the Connteſs ſent 
to deſire his Company below Stairs. Mademoi/ell 
de Parc prevail'd upon him to diſguiſe his Grief, 


prevent any Diſcovery. If you ſtay, ſays ſhe, you 
will not be able to contain yourſelf. The Con 
e is quick of Apprehenſion, and will preſently 


not refrain coming continually to this Room, 
though to no manner of Purpo fe: I would have 
vou go; and make yourſelf 72 She has Vouth 
and a good Conſtitution on her ſide; ſhe'll work 
through it: Every Day you may depend upon hear- 
ing from me. Believe me, continued ſhe ſeeing 
him irreſolute what to do; follow 1 my Advice, you 
will not repent it: When ſhe begins to recover you 
may return; whereas ſhould your Paſfion be diſco- 


the World an Opportunity to ruin her Reputa- 
tion. This laſt Argument prevaiPd with the 
Margueſs : He retired, after he had kiſꝰd my Hand, 
and the next Day invented an Excuſe for leaving 


P 


ie Caſtle. "Irs true; the ( o endeavour wi 
great Earneſtneſs to detain him; but the Reaſons 
Teer 1h prevaibd upon her to conſent to his 
At ſome Diſtance he met Ifen 
8 edis Valet de Chambre; he recommends 


ur" He 
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his Patient to 5 and beſought bim not to leave 
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not to flir till I was entirely out of Danger, 
The great Care that was taken, join d to 


a Fortnight's time. The Account Catherine ga 
me of what had paſs'd, forwarded my Recovery 


| very mach. The Grief, of which the Margue/o 


given ſuch evident Proofs, made a great Im- 


unjuſt it was, by, letting me fee, that his ſuppoſs d 
Paſſion for the Counteſs, was no more than a well 
contrived Expedient to be oftener near me. I 
likewiſe gave them to underſtand, that as much 
in Love as I was, I would never fall into the 


good Reſolutions, that ſhe took me in her Arms, 
promiſing never to abandon me, but to ſecure 

e from the Attempts Love might make upon 
— Virtue. The Preſents ſhe and —_ Niece had 
receiy'd, influenced them to draw very advantageous 
Conſequences both for themſelves and me. Every 


Lover was the Ordinary ſubject of our Converſa 


agreeable Situation could not fail by degrees to dif- 
pell my Apprehenſions. 


There was nothing now to moleſt me but the 
Chevalier Delbieu, who gave us trouble 


0:ſelle du Parc afforded me ſome Comfort 


= recover'd. Dae as 


reſſion on me. I found no. Difficulty in owning| 
8 them the Occaſion eee They 


both condemned my Jealouſy, and convinced me how 


thing conſpired to flatter my Inclinations :- My 4 | 
tion, and every Day I heard from him. Such an 


Skill of the Phyſician, wrought a perfect Cure i : 


Snare, whereby poor Charkt, whoſe Adventure they} _ 
had heard from me, threw. herſelf away. Mades} - 
moiſelle du Parc was ſo well * to hear my 


coming ten times a Day into my Room, for whigh| 5 
there was no Remedy: It not being proper to a 
front him, as I was in his Mother s Houſe, ho- 


er vexatious his Importunity might be. Made . 


1 
omiſing ſhe would prevent his having recour r 


whey. e e dreaded the * 5 1 f 8 2 
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OY 


bf Him; as 15 my Mind forboded what was to 
CHIME. N 

In the mean time the Marqutf, wink my 0 
0 without letting me into the Secret, had 
acquainted with the Occafion of my nels, wrote 
a long Letter, which ſhe read to me: He there 


lacked * my Pardon for having been the innocent 
[Occaſion of it. He ſolemnly proteſted againſt the 


leaſt Affection for the Conntefs 3 ; that his only De- 
ſign, 1 in pretending” Love to her, was to gain Op- 
ortunities of being near me: The Letter — 
ows of Fidelity, with an Aſſurance that he only 
waited a, proper Occaſion to give undeniable Proofs 


thereof. I learnt beſides that I ſhould fee him 


the next Day, which he acquainted me with, to 
prevent the Effrcts of a too ſudden Surprize. I felt 
an' infinite Pleaſure in hearing the Contents of the 
Letter, and - though I could not read, I laid it up 

erz carefully, as a convincing ogg of the Affection 


i o naturally deſcribed. 
Mademoiſelle Delbieu ſent but once in my Ulneß 
d enquire ho) 1 did; I am at a loſs how to 


have imagined ſhe was diſpleaſed with my Reco- 
very, and when every one elſe congratulated 
me on that Occaſion, ſhe alone was ſilent. The 
Connteſs her Mother, was overjoy'd : The Chevalier 


of late kept himfelf within bounds,” his Behaviour 


went no farther than what Politeneſs requires in 


| behalf of the fair Sex: I was much delighted, 
imagining his Paſſion for me was at an End. And 
now, 1 fancied myſelf compleatly happy, this Change 


in him being what I had moſt earneſtly deſired. 


But alafs/! He ſoon undeceiv'd me: I — by 


W oeful Experience, that one cannot be too much 
upon one's Guard againſt a Man, who on a Sud- 


there is always a Snake in the Oraßs, ee 


d ſting when aſs: expectec. 


he tlie Hd. 
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aecount for her Arer Ron to me, but one would 


den, appears to have laid aſide a violent Paſſion; 
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Abe e Day, when the Vearqueſs was 
come, my Governeſ: proposd a Walk, 
the Air would be of Service. She ſpoke on ap at. 


the Counteſs's Table where I fat ever ſince m 
IIlneſs, tho? no very acceptable Companion to Made 
' nviſelle Delbieu. Her Brother behaved with ex 
ceeding Complaiſance, and as I imagined he h 
got the better of his Folly, I paid Rim the De 


' ference due to the Son * my Benefactreſs. The 


Phyſician, who ſtill attended me, approv'd of m 
taking the 5 aſſuring me that 1 hauls find 


————— 


Benefit by 


After Dit Catherine er me chat ”u 


Walk was a Contrivance of her Aunt's, in orde! 


to meet the Marqueſs. I was pleas'd with th 
Thought; I was 45,5 no Apprehenſion of ſeeing 


him as I had in my Company a. Confidente of the 


Age of Mademoiſelle du Parc: Though I was very 


ſenlible ſhe acted upon a Principle of Intęreſt, 


| had fo good an Opinion of her as to believe ['9 


would not carry her Complaiſance too far. Het 


' Niece, who was Sincerity itſelf, in reckoning u 


to me her Aunt's Imperfections, had not forgot” | 


the good Qualities, of which ſhe was. Miſtreſz. 


i þ — Heat of the Day being over, we. went out, 
directing our Walk the Way the Margue/5. was 


—— — — 
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to paſs. The Walk was very pleaſant; aſter 
balf an Hour ſpent in it, we ſtopp'd in the Wood 
from thence we went to reſt ourſelves. in a little 5 
Meadow hard by: We had not been there a quar- 
of an Hour, before we heard a Whiſtle: I Wass 
ſtartled, but my  Gowerneſs and her Niece made! © 

Mlight-of it, telling me 1 need not be under any 
Apprehenſion in the Foreſt : But in a little time 
a ſecond Signal ſeem'd to anſwer the firſt } imme- 
diately we heard an Noiſe juſt by, and turning 
my Head ſuddertly I fet up a great Cry; Four 

Men diſguiſed with Maſks ruſh'd upon us, and ir 


— 9 Inſtant ſtopp'd nn into our been q wy | 
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Aster this they bound Mademoiſelle du Pare and 
her Niece”; then led us about fifty Yards from 
{ thence, to a By-place ſurrounded with a thick 
Coppice, where they left the poor Creatures tied 
ſto two Trees. As for me I was carried farther off, 
where three of the Men retired leaving me alone 


cover'd himſelf to be the the Chevalier Delbieu: 
Imagine my Surprize. Since nothing but Force, 
* fays he, will prevail with you, it's fitting you 
* ſhould be treated according to your Taſte. * He 
had no ſooner done ſpeaking, but he began to 
offer Violence. As they had neglected to tye me, 
I ftraggled very hard, and the Handkerchief falling 
off my Face, I took that Opportunity to Cry out 
as loud as poſſible, fo that the Foreſt rung again. 
Nothwithſtanding my Reſiſtance, I was upon the 
Point of falling a Victim to the Wretch's Bruta- 
lity ; but Heaven had Compaſſion on my Inno- 
ſcence. I heard the Noiſe of a Horſe's Feet gal- 
loping up towards us. The Villain ſtartled at it, 
and immediately deſiſted: When he look'd behind 
him and ſaw a Perſon coming to my reſcue, he 
pour'd out a Volley of bitter Imprecations, running 
to his Piſtols that were in the Holſters of his Saddle. 
This was two favourable an rtunity to be 
neglected, accordingly I ran away as faſt as I was 
able: In a Moment the Noiſe of their fighting 
reach'd me; the Report of their Piſtols, eccho- 
ing back from all Parts of the Woods, was very 
terrible: The Conſternations I was in, ſtopp'd me 
from going any farther ; and, overcome as I Was 
with Fear and quite ſpent with Fatigue, I ſwoond- 


_ {ed away at the Foot of a Tree. 


with the fourth, who throwing off his Maſk dif-| 
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T3 H 1E 8 5 was fr ey when I: came 
to myſelf; A cold ſweat Tang, upon my 
Face, and it was with ſome Difficulty I. roſe from, 
the Ground: The Stillneſs and Dark: ies of the 
Night ſtruck a Terror into me; The Ominous 


ſcreaming of Owls, the howlin of Wild Beaſts, 
and the uncertain glimmering o the Stars, altoge 


ther had a terrifying Effect on my diforder'd. — 


4 


gination. What will become of me? "Bid I to 


myſelf: Where am 1: whether do L go?” how 


ſhall I eſcape'the Fate that purſues me ? Trem-| 


bling and doubting of the Road, I wandered I 
knew not where. 8 Breath of Air ruſtling in 


the Leaves "PEE me and made me ſtart for 


Fear. Where erſons are under a Conſternation 


they ſeem to conſpire {moe themſelves, by aug: 


menting their Fears; for my Part, . the leaſt Obje 
1 could diſcern, preſently bog 


miniſh my Fright. In going along, an Owl bruſh'd 
me with its Wing, I gave mylelf oyer for Joſt, 
and doubled my ſpeed ; a ſtump of a Tree catch 


my Gown, I cried out thinking ſomebody 124 15 4 * 


me and accordingly. went back; but diſcoyeri ing 
my Miſtake, 31 ſtoop'd to diſengage myſelf, the 
Ground gave way under me, and I fell into à Pit. 
Fither it was not very deep, or I was exceeding 


fitting Poſture at the Bottom, without any. hurt. 


| ſelf all in a heap, and, cover'd with- my Gown, 


1 paur d out a Torrent of Tears. Soft Sleep at} 


3 
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came an Apparition 2 
Sometimes I ran; then again Rood ſtill, and ace 
the leaſt, Noiſe hid my Face, as if that would di- | 


fortunate ,in_ my Fall, for I found myfelf in a} 


— 


1 


What new fears ſeiz'd me in this une; xpected 8 
Situation may be rf imagined : I ether d. my}... 


I 
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| | 
my Gown: I was ſo terrified that I was.onlya- 


|ing Light, when, on a Sudden I ſtarted out of my 


Heaven, with a ſolemn Promiſe to avoid all Oc- 


- | fetion and fo great a Compoſure of Mind, that 
my Circumſtances began to be leſs terrifying : At 


| Neighbour ; but by degrees I ventured to conſider 


A 


Fortunes were much the ſame, he could not eſcape 
the Snare which had been laid for him: This 


| liſten to its divine Inſpirations, if I ſhould eſcape 
the dreadful Jaws of ſo fierce an Anima. 
Danger is certainly a great help to fervent Prayer: 


towards the Top; Inſtinct directing him to ſeek 
the means of making his Eſcape: As he walk'd 


OT b 4.4 
ye-Teds, "and wrapt me. in its balmy Sweets for 
remaining Part of the Night. 

The Dawn of the Day began to pierce the 
Thickets, the warbling Notes welcomed the return- 


Sleep in a Fright, much better founded than any 
of my preceeding Ones. A Wolf which fear mag- 
nified very conſiderably, was cloſe by me : our 


terrible Sight made me conclude my laſt Hour 
was come, and accordingly I prayed to God with 
the greateſt Fervency : I look'd upon this Train of 
Misfortunes a juſt Puniſhment, by him inflicted 
upon me, for having too far indulged my Incli- 
nations in favour of the Marqueſs ; I called upon 


caſions of ſeeing him for the Future, and only to 


Mine was accompanied with ſuch an ardent Af- 


firſt I ſcarce had Courage to look at my formidable 
him Face to Face : His Countenance had a cow'd, 
dejeted Air; he ſeem'd in 8 Mood to 
ſurvey his Priſon, oſten out of Uneaſineſs looki 


backwards and forwards, at every turn I imagined 
he was going to devour me; ſometime he fcratch'd 
up the Earth, and then on a Sudden ſtood with- 
out Motion: he ſeem'd to liſten to ſome Noiſe; 
when, changing his Place, he crept haſtily under 


ble to lift my Eyes to Heaven, and what ſhould 


* R a 
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an 


| 


* 


1 fee, but a Man juſt going to fire a Gun into 


. ——— — 
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the Fi This 5 new Apparition 3 me "iT my 


| Memoirs. | 4; 
I ̃ was „ as to ſcream, What! al ; 


|Tongfie again; For God's fake, I cried out, ſpare 
me, ſp: 22 What have we here! faid the Per- 
fon 1 into the Pit; Waunds, I had like to 
9 b a fine Kettle of Fiſh o nt truly. What 
« do you there, my Laſs; how came the Wolf 
and you to be trapp'd together ? In the Name 
of Goodneſs, replied I, taking heart at what I 
heard, fave me and I will give. you a full Ac. 
count. With all my Heart, anſwer d he, have 
but a Minute's Patience till I get help; PII go 
fetch one of my Companions who is juſt at Hand: | 
© In the mean while, you have nothing to fear from 
the Beaſt, he'll do you no harm; when nr a 
. Wolf is taken, ks les entet nem TH * ſayi 
this he went off, but preſently return'd again wi 
the Perſon he mention d. One of them jumpꝰd 
into the Pit and lifted me up, the other takin 

by the Hands drew me out: The firſt thing F did, did, 
was to kiſs the Ground and return God thanks 
for ſo great an Eſcape. 
| Whilſt I was diſcharging this Duty, my Deli-| 
| verers diſpatehd my . fellow Priſoner. 
| When they came up to me, one of them, look - 
ing at me with great ſurprize, efied out, Good 
© God! What do I ſee? what a Happineb! What 
* a Pleaſure is this ! "tis Fenny, 1 This drew my 
Eyes upon him, and to my great Amazement, 
| found kim to be Colin, the Woodmonger's Son, 
my firſt Lover mentioned in the n of theſe 


| 


8 that you, Calin? faid I to him. What is that 

* you, Fenny? replied he. Yes, Colin; yes Femy. 
My firſt Emotion was the Effect of Joy: it's the 
natural Conſequence of being ſurprized with a Sight 
of thoſe who have been the Companions of our 
8 but upon ſecond W 8 | 
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— Thacceeded 2 the Reaſon of "Which may be. cally 


ring to find my way back to the Cäſtle, I had 


- '} © but, now I think on't, I heard ſtrange News! 


0 eſcaped fo well; and particularly as I am ſo 


what paſſed between Us that Day you made 
me write the Love Letter: I ſpoke to my Fa- 


My Friend Chri/opher here, and I, laid our Heads 
together and made him believe, in order to gain 


| the ſame Gratuity, as that which was ſo much 


from my late Fright, but the preceeding . Night's 


I. People are in ſearch of you, replied he, on 
| + all fades ; 'tis faid the Chevalier has carried you 


BS iT . 
I had-promis'd to inform them how 1 fell into 
| thoſe dangerous Circumſtances I had juſt now eſcaped; 
but the Sight of Colin made me not over forward 
to fatisfy their Curioſity. I contented myſelf with- 
barely ſaying, that in flying from ſome Ruffians, 
I had loft myſelf in the Wood, and in endeayour- 


unfortunately fallen intd the Pit, by the Trap's 
giving way under me. 3 =; 
I am very glad, replied Colin, that you have 


happy as to have contributed towards it; but, 
© plague on't, Jenny, I am not very well pleas'd 
© with. what went before: Your living at the Caſtle 
« ſticks in my Gizzard ; for they ſay that fame 
| paltry Margue/s, who brought you the Money 
© from the King, is in Love with you: This does 
not anſwer my Purpoſe; you cannot have forgot 


© ther and obtain'd his Conſent for marrying You. 


his Conſent, that you were to receive every Year 


c talk*'d of in our Village. This fixed him at laſt, 
no longer ago than Yefterday ; and this Morning 
'< ] ran to the Caſtle to acquaint you with it: 


What did you hear, Colin? replied IT very 
earneſtly. For I had no ſooner recovered myſelf 


Adventure came freſh into my Mind, and alarm'd 
me cruelly on the Marque 5's Account. "Terrified 
| with this Apprehenſion, what do they ſay F cried 


5 
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'* neftly, Humh, Humh, continued he, you are 


* off, which is thought the more likely as he has 
not been ſeen ſince he engaged that Cur of a 
* Marqueſs : But I am not a little pleas'd to think 

* the latter is rightly ſerved for coming between 
* me and home, How ſerved? cried I, very eat- 


* mightly uneaſy methinks ; are you in pain about 


you now you are blown upon. 


that? Since it's ſo, to be even with you for your 
ill Conditions, P'll tell you no more. 


Keep your Secret then to yourſelf, I replied,| * 


© nettled at what he had ſaid: Chrifopher will be 


more complaiſant. No, I thank you for that, 


* anſwer'd the Clown, I am on Colin's fide ; and 
more than that, you are right enough ſerved, if 
we pay you in your own Coin: ever fince you 
have been at that ſame Caftle, you are grown 
'* ſo proud, you wont ſo much as look at us poor 
Folk; and if you abate a little of your Haughti-| - 
\* neſs at preſent, tis only becauſe you cant ſhift 

without us; Udſbuddikins, were I in Colin's Place, 
© I know what I would do; I would not have 


' © So much the better, replied I very fiercely, | 
© overjoy'd at having a Handle for quarrelling with 
Colin: I am not fo mightily taken with his Per- 
ſon as you imagine, but that I can eaſily give up 
my Pretenſions; now I have Day-light, I can 
find my Way to the Caſtle without your help. * 
| Colin was ſurpriz d at the Sharpnell of my reply; 
he was ſtill fond of me: Stay Jemy, lays he, 
I'll ſhow you the Way thither myſelf. Goc 
God! Why fhould you take thus upon you. No, 
no, continued I, you ſhall not be at the Trouble 
of denying any more Requeſts of mine; I ſhall | 
learn what has paſs'd without being beholden to 
you. Saying this I offer'd to go, but was preven- 
ted by their laying hold of me. Ah! naughty 
© Ones, cried Colin, you ſhall not get off ſo ealily ; |. 
\* I ſhould not appear ſo contemptible in your Eye, 
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| making a ſign to Ch:4/epher, they ſeized each o 


| 


Where, but you would do well to remember 


| 


„ 


I was forced to follow, though with Tears i 
| my Eyes. © Look, Chritepber, cried Colin, how ſhe 


"ICT re rs od is Fa gs EE. SI hg 
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F you did not meet with Encouragement elle: 
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The ſting of this reproach loſt nothing of it": 
Virulence, and put the laſt Hand to the baniſhing of 
all Regard for Colin, who till now had ſome ſmall 
ſhare in my Afﬀ:Ctions, and that too, increas'd by 
the Aſſiſtance I had juſt receiv'd from him. ] 
* ſhould be very ſorry, ſays I, to fall into the Cir] 
* cumſtances you ſeem to hint at, and much mote 
to be any ways at your difpoſal. Let me heaz 
no more of ſuch diſcourſe, continued I very 
.* ſharply, and dont pretend to ſtop me, whom you 
* have no right to detain. O but I have, crie 


- 
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Promiſe, and that is ſufficient, and, Miſs, finc 
that is your Name, you ſhall go Home to yo! 
© Parents. You are very much altered by yo 
Quality Converſation : But a little of our Villa 
Air will take down your Pride. Upon thi 


them an Arm, and drag'd me along. 


takes on: I could pity her, but that I know tha 
Occaſion of her Sorrow; it's only becauſe ſhe 
is like to loſe her dear Marqueſs. Were tley 
miſtaken who ſaid there was a good Underſtar d- 
ing between them? Her behaviour makes it a3 
ain as a Noſe on a Man's Face. One world 
think ſhe. might be overjoy'd at the Thoughts of 
ſeeing her Father and Mother, and Neighbcur: 
again: But ſhe forſooth, cant ſo much as bear t 
hear them named. Well, well, Femy, you hiv? 
no bad luck to come among us again; we have 
no laced Coats, it's true, but we may be every 


+ Colin; why I have your Father and Mother's. 


* jot as good as the fine Sparks you admire ſo much: 
And bciides, let me tell ye, your Godmother has 
© ſpore her Mind; ſhe ſays, ſhe will have no more 
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 hocd !. and every one lays the Blame upon you. 
This Piece of News, which he undeſignedly ac- 


of returning to our Village under an infamous Cha- 
acter, put me upon the Rack. The tenderneſs 
vith which I loved my Mother, ſtagger' d my Re- 
ſolution: Methought I ſaw her bewailing my Ab- 
ſence and uncertain Condition; the next Moment, 


me as guilty of what had happen'd. I ſhall be 
uſed ill at Home, ſaid I to myſelf, and ſhall not 


dare go abroad to be the Mark of every pointing 


Finger: Who knows but that Miſcreant, the Che- 
dalier d' Elbieu, will lay wait for me. and take an 


Opportunity of effecting his helliſn Deſigns? What 
reſiſtance can we make ? Heavens! To what am 


| expos?d ? Theſe Reflections determin'd me to make 


had treated me with ſo much Harſhneſs: I inten- 


of my not returning Home. 


I was employed in theſe Thoughts, when there 


he rode at a great pace, he ſoon came up with 


us. Did you ſee, ſays he, as he drew near, a 
* Young — Ah ! what do I ſee? cried he in 


* diſcovering me; ®tis her; is that you, Miſs Jenny. 
What a i | find you again, what a Satis- 
faction will this bed my Maſter! * As he ſaid 
this he lighted and came to me preſenting his Hand. 
How great was my Joy to find it was the Margugſi's 
Vale de Chambre! The Preſence of my «vigilant 


Unit's could not * my gving him evi- 
dens; 


guainted me withal, went to my Heart, and 
brought a Thoufand Things at once to my Ima- : 
gination: I valued my Reputation, and the 'Thoughts 


] fancied her with a ſevere Countenance, reproaching | 


ded, when ſettled, to give my Mother the Reaſons | 


to * with you, after What has happen'd ; this| 
makes a great deal of Noiſe in the gg f N 


my Eſcape as ſoon as poſſible, and ſhelter myſelf 
in Paris, where a Service would be infinitely pre- 
ferable to the having of Colin for a Huſband, who 


þ 


appeared in the Road a Man on Horſe-back ; as 


Ma, of 
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his Companion overpower'd, let go his hold of me 


dent Proofs of my Satisfaction. Dubois, in his tran- 
ſport, had taken my Hand in order to kiſs it, 
but Colin interpoſed, and thruſt him aſide, crying 
out. Not ſo faſt, Friend; if you are for kiſſing, 
« you had beſt go to the Perſon you wrote the 
Letter to: I know you well enough, for all you 
© pretend to be ſurpriz'd. Is this any of your Rela- 
tions? ſaid the Valet de Chambre to me. No 
indeed anſwered I very quick. Why what would 


my Hand. © Not fo faſt, I tell you Friend, added 
Calin: We are not afraid of your laced Hat; 
and as much Countrymen as we are we bid you 
Defiance. Oh, oh ! cried Dubois, what are ye 
for being obſtreperous, my Puts? Waunds, Put 
* yourſelf, replied Colin in a Paſſion ; as if we did 
not know who you are. In ſaying this he ſeiz d 
Chriſtopher's Gun, and ſtepping back, Udſbudikins, 


land had ſeen a Battel, fo this Threat did not daunt 
ſhim in the leaſt; but putting the muzzle of the 
{Gun aſide, he laid hold of Colin. Chriſtopher ſeeing 


in Order to aſſiſt him: finding myſelf at Liberty, 
I fled from them as faſt as my Strength could car- 


8 | 6 
- After having paſſed thro* a Conſiderable Part of 
the Wood, without finding any Path or Road, at 
aſt I came to one, where meeting a Woman dri- 
ing two Aſſes before her; I ran up very haſtily 
o her: She immediately ask'd me what was the 
tter, and the Reaſon of my. precipitate Flight ? 
made a Story, and told her I ran from my 
Who would have had me complied 1 

hat was not proper. I approve of your Di 
cretion, ſaid the good Ws „ for 
i''s ſake will beſtir myſelf in your behalf: If you 
| want a Place, follow me; I have a Daughter 
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© the Fool be at ? continued Dubois, ſtill holding 
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< ſays he, go your ways or I'll turn you up as 1 
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J“ would a Hare.“ Dubois was a Man of Courage 


Pe ne 
wo 
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the Purſuits which would infallibly 


« at Paris, to oe Pl! recommend you, as ſhe 
is in a good Place ſhe may be ſerviceable to 
* You. She has not been long there; theſe are 
© her Cloaths I am ing to Valvins, where I 
* am told I ſhall meet with an Opportunity of 
* ſending them to her. You may if you will, take 
* the ſame Convenience; confider what yo had 
© beſt do. 

The Notion I immediately conceived of eſcaping | 
be made after 
me, the avoiding ſuch Diſcourſe as 1 had juſt heard 
and ſtill rung in my Ears, with the pleaſing Thoughts 
of living near the Mar gueſs, Toon determined me. 
* I am much behalden, to you, faid I to her, for 
your kind Proffer, and accept of it very willingly : : 
Well, fays ſhe, I'll ſpeak to the Carrier, and if 
* you cant pay the Fare, Pll lay down the Money, 
and you may repay it to my Daughter When 
you are able 

When my Mother came to the Caſtle, ſhe had 


given me about twelve Livres to buy ſome little 
Things which Girls have Occaſion for : I had the 
Money about me, and told the Woman I had where- 
withal to bear my Charges: So much the bet- 
* ter, replied ſhe, Money is no burthen ; and it 
here to be wiſh'd always to have a little at Hand: 
„This might often prevent Miſchief, where young 
Creatures like you, to extricate chemſelves from 
[ Difficulties, fall into the Snares laid for the Ruin 
of their Honour. * 

| We had walked about two Miles talking in this 
manner, when my Guide propoſed taking a Break- 
aſt : I was overjoyed to hear of eating, being al- 
molt famiſh'd ; out of a little Wallet ſhe pulled ſome 
Bacon and Bread; we ſeated ourſelves in the ſhade 
of ſome Willows on the Bank of a clear Rivulet: 

The Aſſes, according to their Nature, ftopp'd very 
þ nllingly to graze. I thought the Bacon vegy de- 
icious ; ; e eren to this *. whenever 


loſe 


D 


my Stomach, the very remembrance of that ruſtick 
Meal, never fails to give me an Appetite and a 
Reliſh to my Victuals. „ 
Whilft we thus refreſn'd ourſelves, the good Wo- 
man look'd at me very earneſtly: The Tears be- 
gan to trickle down apace, whilſt the Victuals re- 
main'd in her Mouth. Alaſs Goody, I cried, what 
is the Matter ? You ſeem troubled. Ah! fays ſhe 
wiping her Eyes, you put me ſo much in mind 
of my Daughter Mariana that's dead and gone! 
She was about your Age, and very like you ;| 
would to God ſhe had been leſs handſome ; for 
it was her Beauty brought her to the Grave: 
poor Girl, ſhe was no leſs amiable for her Virtue! 
PII» tell you her whole Hiſtory as we go along, 
and then judge whether I have not juſt reaſon 
to grieve, as often as ſhe comes into my Mind. 
'  Breakfait being over, we went forwards : The 
{Good Woman, remembring her Promiſe, * Be at- 
< tentive, ſays ſhe, S;/viana (for I took that Name 
when I fi:it join'd her) to what I am going to 
«* ſay; it may be of ſome Advantage to you: Young 
Women are oiten courted ; 11 yet how few do 
ve fee poſlæſs'd of that Diſcretion they ought to 
have, fir.ce nothing can be an equivalent for their 
Virtue : it's true, I bemoan myſelf every Day 
for the loſs of Mariana, but I had much rather 
think her happy in Heaven, than ſee her co- 
< ver'd with Infamy on Earth. Where Honour 
is the only thing a Perſon can value themſelves 
* upon, they never can do too much to ſecure it. 
For Example, if any one ſhould rob you of the 
- 
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little Money that's in your Pocket, you would 
loſe all you have, and would certainly think 
yourſelf undone ; it 4 | 
Honour. < | 
I beſe were the Sentiments in which I train'd 
my Daughter, and the good Effect they pro- 

dueed as ſhe grew up, gave me great 8 


the ſame with regard to 
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© were ſent for, but they could not find out her 
Diſtemper; in a Word, my Heart was ready to 
break when I ſaw her thus reduced. 6 


Manner; your tenderneſs, dear Mother, lays me 
© under an indiſpenſible Obligation of ſatisfying you 
on this Subject: Beſides it cannot be defer'd any 
longer; I find I muſt ſhortly give an *Accomn 
FRYE LS 2 Ec 


| * pany. 


I was cruelly perplex'd in ſeeing my Daughter 


very plentifully with means to indulge herſelf in it 
ſo that few young Women of her Condition, made 
da better Appearance; all this fignified nothing 
* Melancholly fill prevail'd : I often preſs'd he 


* to accquaint me with the Cauſe, but ſhe preten 


* ded to be ignorant of it herſelf, till at laſt ſhe 

was ſo ill as to take to her Bed. I ſhut up 
Shop immediately that I might not be interrnpte 
in tending upon her. Nothing was wanting that 


could any way tend to a Recovery; Phyficians 


One Day finding herſelf fomething better than 
© uſual, I preſs'd her fo earneſtly to acquaint me 
with the Occaſion of her” Illneſs, that, fetching 
* a deep Sigh, ſhe ſpoke to me in the following 
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No, my dear Child, no, ſaid I to her, moved 


n 


of my Whole Life to the Almighty, and I ſhould 


think it an Addition to my Guilt not to ac- 


knowledge to you my Weakneſs. : can there be 


a greater than to fall in Love with a Man, and 


then inform him of it? The Violence of my 
Paſſion has brought me to this Condition: Oh 
Mother, do not bluſh for me ! 'The Grave will 
expiate this involuntary Offence. | 
to Compaſſion with the fear of loſing her: God 
will preſerve you and pardon your Weakneſs ; 
he will ſecond your virtuous Education; Þ ll pre- 
vail upon Heaven by my earneſt Prayers to re- 
ſtore you to me. Dear Child! I can never out- 
live thee. Your fincere Piety, replied ſhe, will 
enable you to bear our Separation; for my fake, 


dear Mother, dry up your Tears, they pierce 
* me to the very Heart. 


She cried too, dear Girl! Ah, Sylviana, con- 
tinued the good Woman, how I was moved 
Methought the Tears. I ſhed on that Occafion 
were the fore-runners of thoſe that would bewail 
her Death : We continued ſometime in this Me- 
lancholy Situation, till at laſt my Daughter, with 
a Preſence of Mind ſurpaſſing her tender Age, 
and edifying me. by her Reſignation and pious 
Expreſſions, tus addreſt herſelf to m. 
* You may remember dear Mother, that being 
out of order one Evening, you was obliged to 
go to Bed earlier than uſual: As I was alone, 
I took up a Book to amuſe myſelf till the 
time of ſhutting Shop ; the Paſſage I chanced to 
dip into affected me ſo much as to draw Tears 
from my Eyes; it was the Hiſtory of Hypolzze: 


Fatal Day] Dangerous Book for young Perſons; 


leaving the Mind ſuſceptible of the ſofteſt Impreſ- 
ſions! Juſt at that Moment, came into the Shop 
two young Gentlemen, one of whom was Beauty 


itlelf ; they called for ſome Liquor replies 


r 


2 * 
% « hv - 
N 


| 
i 
[1 
| 


Ice, and the Perſon I juſt now deſcribed, behaved -j 
and ſpoke with ſuch inimitable Grace, as charmd 
and troubled me both at once. He perceived 1 
had been crying, and having inform'd himſelf 
of the Occaſion, how amiable you appear, ſaid 
he to me, when to ſuch enchanting | Beauty is 
h join d, a Tenderneſs capable of moving you thus 
At the Misfortunes of others] You weep then for 
| | the Count de Duglas? Happy Man! Who would 
not envy him on this Occaſion-! Learn from 
0 hence, if any One, ſhould be as much enamour'd 
with you as that Count was with Fulia, not 
* to make him wretched. For if the caſual read- 
„ing of ſuch a Paſſage, could thus affect you, 
Judge from thence, what a Lover muſt endure 
overwhelm'd with your Severities. 
The young Gentleman's Friend, ſuch he ap- ; 
© pear'd to be, interrupted. him in his Diſcourſe; 
whether by Deſign, or that he had really Buſi- 
neſs, I cant ſay: But he made an Excuſe for 
going elſewhere, promiſing to call upon him as 
* ſoon, as the Affair was diſpatchd. 
| Thus was I left alone with the Gents 2} 
© I know not whether he. expreſs'd himſelf in a 
better manner than thoſe who had hitherto made 
* their, Addrefles, or that my Heart, ſoften'd by the 
fatal Paſſage I had juſt been reading, was in that 
Situation in which the Aſſaults of Love find the 
© leaſt Reſiſtance; whatever was the Cauſe, it 
received the Impreſſion, even before he declared 
his Paſſion; nay, that nothing might be wanting 
*to compleat my Shame, I did not. conceal my 
6 Creamy His Tranſport. was ſo great, that he 
. threw himſelf at my Feet, -kifs'd my Hand, and 
give a Thouſand other reſpectſul Marks of his 
„Love; J bluſh to think I could be ſo weak as 
* to ſuffer- it, and feel from thence an unworthy 


8 ee Could you not foreſee that one ſingle Mo-! 
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Satisfaction. Ah! Mother, why did you leave me | 


„the Reaſon of a young Creature. 
In the mean time it grew late, the Shop was 
iſtill open, I remember; I was for taking leave 
of the young Gentleman and obliging him to 
«retire : * But the grate ſeem'd to be fo much 
troubled, and that with ſuch an Air of Sincerity, 
that I was moved at it; one quarter of an 
Hour 1 could not Refuſe ; his Life, he faid, de- 
pended on it; unhappy Complaifance, Which e- 
very y Je. Woman ought to baniſh! He im- 
8 it to his Advantage, by giving freſh To- 
ens of his Love; his ſoft Voice, his lively Ex- 
preſſion, his languiſhing Eyes, could not fail of 
| EnfoRing my troubled Mind: Alas! Vou love 
me, Sir! ſaid I to him; and J could not re- 
"Fain from letting you know, you are the firſt, I 
ever ſuffer'd to entertain me with ſuch Diſcourle ; ; 
ſhall I not repent hereafter the diſcloſing myſelf 
in this Manner? In all Appearance your Con- 
dition is far ſuperior to mine; what Effect then 
can be expected from our mutual Affection, or 
to what Purpoſe will you have conquer'd my In- 
clinations ! Oh ! leave me; I blame myſelf al- 
ready for having liſtened to you ſo- Iong ! How! 


7 ment is more than eien for triumphing overt 
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replied he, with an Air of Melancholy; do you 
think me capable of abuſing ſo much Goodneſs? 
Wretch that I am to be ſo little known to you 
No, my charming Mariana, could my Breaſt 
harbour fo vile a Thought, this Hand at the Ex- 
pence of my Life, ſhould avenge your Cauſe : T 
you I vow an eternal Conſtancy, preferable t 
whatever the World can ſhew of State and 
bove yours, as you ſeem to imagine; I belong 
to the Count of and have a fair Proſpect 
of making my Fortune, perhaps very ſhortly ; and, 
* ſuch as it proves, I am ready to ſhare it with 
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Grandeur: Neither is my Condition ſo much a- 
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© ment, in which ſo tender an Amour was to be 


a4 young Wonen is never ſlartled at Love when 
founded on a Principle of Virtue and Eſteem; 
yet how nice a Point is it at this Day to liften 
© too much to its Suggeſtions! how frequently dof 
| Villains abuſe this honourable Pretext to the ruin 
of young Creatures A Ro on which Innocence 
js daily caſt away. 
We parted with regret, "ey this firſt Inter | 
view confirm'd to him an eternal Fidelity © 
my fide: I went to Bed full of what had aſd, 
and compos'd myſelf to reſt with a Satisfaction 
and Serenity of Mind, J had never before en 
rienced. 
| « Pardon me, dear Mother, ſaid the good Cre- 
[ ture, for carrying on ſo very privately this In- 
« trigue, during the ſpace of fix Months; my Lover 
gave me to underſtand; that as yet it was not 
« convenient to diſcloſe. the Secret to you, that his 
Affairs were on the Point of being concluded, 
and inſiſted on having the Satisfaction of in- 
forming you himſelf. The Reaſons he gave for 
this Conduct, were ſo Satisfactory (at leaſt they} . 
appear d ſuch to me) that I even contrived _ 
© portunities for his ſeeing me and keeping if 
Affair from your Knowledge. 


2 4 waited with great Tranquility the happy Mo- 


crown'd with Succeſs; I relied entirely on his 
5 Honour; vain Confidence ! \ As if Men were ca- 
pable of any ſuch Thing! 

One Night, about ten, my Lover came to me: 

My lovely Mariana, ſays he, I am obliged to 
leave you, and my Mind miſgives me, that Ab-| 
* ſence from you, will certainly bring me to the 
I Grave; reſtore my Mind to it's uſual Pranquility; 
yes, ſays he, throwing himſelf at my Feet an 


a 


ÞÞ * bathing my Hand with his Tears; I am the 


* moſt forlorn of Mankind, if you deny me the 
* Favour I am going to ask: The reſtraint I have 


* 
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LL 


t TY on mii, my Reſpe& for you, have made 
: undergo more than Tongue | can- expreſs for | 
2 ſix Months paſt, and can you let me go 
without ſecuring to me my only Happineſs? Ei- 
ther kill me at once, or promiſe to make me 
happy. I need not inform you, replied I, moved 
© at the Condition I ſaw him in, that I love you. 
more than Life; nevertheleſs what is it you dare 
to ask? Alaſs! Mariana, replied he with warmth, 
my Deſires know no other Meaſure than that of 
my Love of you! Of yourſelf, replied I, the 
8 indulging your own Appetites ; without reflecting, 
that it muſt be at the Expence of all that is 
# moſt dear to me in the World; my Honour, 
my Reputation, my Peace. What is it you mean! 
* cried he, lifting, his Eyes to Heaven; to whom 
< are all theſe dearer than to me? Do you know me. 
and yet uſe ſuch Expreſſions ? No, Mariana, injute. 
me not ſo. cruelly, as to think me capable of fo. 
black a Crime: - Your Heart long ſince has de- 
|< clared itſelf in my behalf, that's Security enough 
for the Uprightneſs of my Intentions; it's your 
* Conſent to marry me, I ask; To-morrow mutt 
make me yours, or, by all that! 8 ſacred, 1 am 
gone for ever. 
I I trembled to hear fo folemn a 3 
© how weak are we when entangled in Love! I| 
 fightd, he urged his Requeſt, and at laſt gain'd 
muy Conſent to marry him privately : The Reaſons 
© he- alleged were of great Conſequence ; his Ruin 
was inevitable, he ſaid, ſhould his Maſter diſcover 
c 
c 
« 


that he deſign'd to marry, and, to obtain his Con- 
- ſent, would take up too much. time; let us firſt 
ſecure the main Point, ſays he, and I'll work 
through the reſt; if he ſhould find out that we 
are married, at leaſt I ſhall be the better able 
to ſtand by you, and have a ſufficient Excuſe. for 


leaving his Service. e 
af 
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it was uuder that Pretext that I was to go to 
j be married; every thing was prepared, and we 
« parted in that Expectation : I had never loy'd 
him ſo much before, nor ever given him ſuch 
convincing Proofs. - Heavens ! that in one Mo- 
* ment ſo fair a Proſpe ct ſhould vaniſh andthe BAG” 
* eſt of Treaſons come to light ! |. © | 


© Gentlemen exceedingly well dreſs'd met him at 
j the Door: he was no ſooner gone, but one ſaid 
* to the other, was not that the Margueſs of 
Who paſs'd us? Yes anſwer'd the other, dont | 
* ſpeak ſo loud; he ſqueez d me by the Hand when 
> = was going to ſalute him: there is ſome myſtery: | 
Z — ing I ſuppoſe he makes Love to Mari- 


Dont you * dear Mother, that I ask d 
5 your leave to vifit an Aunt about Six Miles off? 


* As my Lover went out of the Shop, two young 


ſooner heard this, but I, ſtood cloſe 
to the Partition between the Shop and the Clo» 
© ſet, the place we us'd to meet in; I c.uld hear 
all that paſs'd, and order'd the Maid to ſerve them; 
bidding her ſay I was gone to bed, if any aſk'd 
* for me, I placed myſelf ſo conyeniently as noe 
© to loſe one word of their Diſcourſe, . 
I ſhould ealily believe it, ſaid „„ 5 
' tleman in anſwer to ſomething that had paſſed 
j between them; but Mariana is diſcreet, and. F 
cant think ſhe has granted him the laſt —_— 
So!] replied the other, are you weak 
to imagine Joan can ſay nay to a Lord?” f 
„ den Girls of her Rank, are not nineteen catch'd 
F in our Nets? your over favourable Opinion im- 
, Poſes upon you; I am ſurprized/at it. You may | 
© banter as you pleaſe, anſwer'd the Firſt: I'll al- 
' low you to be right as to the generality of them, 
| but as to her we are ſpeaking -of, I know to 
a Demonſtration ſhe is a modeſt Girl. A Perſon | 
| of Figure offer'd her very conſiderably, even pro- 
| 155 to ſettle upon her; but to no purpoſe. It 
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dignation! Ah! Villain ! I cried out, not re- 
flecting where I was. We are over-heard, ſaid 
one of the Gentlemen, and by Mariana herſelf : 


has heard; upon this they ruſh'd into the Cloſet 
where they found me all in Tears. 
They uſed their utmoſt Endeavours to comfort 


"urged me very earneſtly, to inform them wha 


related to them the whole detail of my Ad- 


may be, reply'd he that knew ſo little of me | 
but can you imagine, ſ:e would reſuſe a Perſon 
of our Rank, who ſhould propoſe Marriage to 
her? How can ſhe avoid that Snare? You little 
think that the Margueſs, in conducting an Affair 
of this Nature, ſets ſo many Engines at work, 
that he ſeldom fails of Succeſs; he does not ſtick 
at marrying a Girl, he fancies, under a borrow'd 
Name: perhaps that is the caſe here. 

© Imagine, dear Mother, my Sürprize and In- 


I am very forry for it, replied the Other, we 
muſt prevail upon her not to ſpeak of what ſhe 


me: but I was aſham'd to look them in the Face, 
as if what I had heard, made me guilty. They 


Terms I was upon with the Marguſſe, and as they 
appear'd very much like Gentlemen, in conſide- 
ration of the invaluable Service they 'had done 
by giving me ſo much light into the Affair, I 


venture; they ſeem'd to credit what I ſaid: 
J uſe that Expreſſion, becauſe when they wen 
away, I could hear them fay, they knew the 
World better than that. But before they left me. 
I was obliged to promiſe, not to give them up 
as the Authors of my Information, and I was 
as good as my Word: their Backs was no fooner 
turn'd, but I threw myſelf into Bed, © under'a 
Agony not to be expreſſed. I ſpent the Nigh 
in contriving means of abſenting myſelf from the 
Place appointed, in vain did Love plead for a perfidi: 


ous Man: My Reſolution was never to ſee him more 
a dear bought Victory! His Idea always main 
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4 | tain'd it's place in my Breaſt, not to be remov'd. 
| Wl | The Struggles I that Night underwent, were io 
n violent as to throw me into a Fit of Sicknels. _ 
0 The Day following, our Maid, whom he had 
e « gain'd, brought me a Letter from the Wretch ; 
r « | ſent it back unopen'd, and as I thought this 
7 © a freſh Attempt upon my Honour, I order'd him 
4 to be told, I would hear no more of him. & A 
d ſecond Letter came, I behav'd as I did with re- 
ſpect to the Furſt: the Villain finding he loſt 
. © his Labour that way, ſent me Word by the Maid, 
2 that he had things of the laſt Coniequence to 


d impart, very mucu to my Advantage; and beg'd 
; ] would not condemn him unheard. I was fo pro- 
E * yok'd at the Servant's Inſolence, having before 
e reprimanded her ſeverely on account of the former 
t « Meſſiges, that I prevail'd wich you, under ſome 


| * other Pretence, to turn her away, as you may 
rt remember. + e a 


z 


6 In a very few Days aſter this, I was terribly 
y ſurpris'd one Morning when I awak'd, to find my 
l « perfidious Lover kneeiing at my Bed-fide, and 
* © bathing one of my Hands with his guilty Tears: 
4 © I ſnatch'd it away with too much Confufion not 
; to diſcover, the Aicendant he {till had over my | 
I Affection. FVV 
J. * Well then, charming Mariana, you no longer 
8 * love me, ſaid he with an Air the moſt moving; 
1 you reſuſe to ſee or hear me, you baniſh Thote 
e 


* who might inform you of my faithful Ardor. 
Heavens] that ſo much Beauty and Injuſtice can 
be ſo near allied! What is my Crime ? Is it the 
| * concealing my real Name? If io, I own myſelf 
the Margueſs of —— I ſhould" not have denied it. 
What a Misfortune, to have, a more exquiſite Taſte 
than the generality of Mankind; to this T owe 
my . wretched Condition! This has torn from me 
* all that was dear in the World! Who is to blame, 
Mariana or I ? Why did ſhe not keep herr 
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once for all from his Company. 


he veil'd his wicked Deſigns, preſented itſelf again: 


Word, why did ſhe not come to the Place appointed 
There ſhe might have diſcover'd whether it was 
the Marqueſs of — or his Secretary, that 
would have married her. Ah! lovely Mariana, 
Why did you deprive me the uncommon Pleaſure 

of io agreeably undeceiving you, by preſenting a | 
© Huſband worthy of ſo much Merit? endearing Plea- | 
© ſure! I had propoſed, to be perſonally beloy'd, 
© and not beholden for the mighty Giſt to Rank 

or Fortune. Such is my Crime: I have done; 
pronounce my Doom: this Juſtification I owed 


myſelf, and now have paid my Debt; placed 
as I am on the Brink of Deſtruction, I will not 
ſarvive the cruel Misfortune of having been ſuſ- 
Dected. | 

* How weak are we when entangled with Love! 
His Words made an Impreſſion on me; they were 
plauſible, and my Heart thro' prepoſſeſſion pleaded 
in behalf of the Traitor. But Reaſon came to 
my Aſſiſtance; I could not forget the Diſcourſe 
I had over-heard: They had no Intereſt in the 
Affair, being neither his Enemies nor Rivals ; 
this laſt Reflection carried it, and I would hear 
no more: The Igrate committed numberleſs Ex- 
travagancies; he offer'd to kill himſelf, putting 
me a thouſand times in Apprehenſion for his Life; 
as much an Impoſtor as I thought him, I could 
not overcome my Fears. Somebody very luckily 
entring my Room, he retired, and, convinced I 
was not to be deluded by his Forgeries, freed me 


He was no ſooner gone bat J blamed my too 
eat Severity; the ſpecious Pretence under which 


what a Wretch am I, if 1 haye wrong'd him! 


Truth: ſtay Charmer, I'Il clear theſe frightful, 
Doubts. I thought of a thouſand ways to lay open 


this intereſting Myſtery ! but alas ! what I had heard 
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proved but too true] I chanced to meet with one of 
the unhappy Inſtances of his too ſucceſsful, Villany ; 
j ſhe convinced me I had placed my Affections on a: 
Monſter. I often bluſhed to think of my narrow 
* Eſcape, but ſtill loved him to exceſs, and ſuffered | 

* cruelly on that Account. Time might, its true, 

© have worn out my Paſſion, had not his Behaviour 
s to me about a Week ſince, put the finiſhing Stroke 

to a wretched Life. | | 
| ©' For ſo lately was it, that a Perſon exceedingly 
* well-dreſs'd came into my Chamber; he enquired 
if I was Mariana, and being anſwered, I was the 
* Perſon, Would to God, faid he, another had been 
employed on this Occaſion ; your Countenance at 
firit Sight, gains one over to you. My Lord Mar- 
| queſs of to-morrow is to. marry Mis 
This young Lady has heard of ſeveral Amours of 
her intended Spouſe ; among the reſt, ſhe has been 
informed, that he has converſed with you as a 
Wife, and ſome don't ſtick out to ſay, he was private- 
ly married to you: This has occaſioned a Demur; 
the Lady will go no farther in this Affair; till ſhe 
© receives entire Satisfaction on this Point: A Per- 
* ſon will come from her to you for an Anſwer, on 
which this Marriage - abſolutely depends. The 
Marqueſs has ſworn, he is a Stranger to your Bed, 
but ſhe refuſes to rely on his Proteſtation, and has 
K given him to underſtand, that if he has deceived 
you, as ſhe is inform'd, that the Match muſt be 
broke off. The Margue/s, who doats on her, is 
in the utmoſt Conſternation, and ſends me to aſ- 
ſure you, that if you prove an Obſtacle to his De- 
ſigns, and refuſe to behave on this Occaſion as is 
proper, he will find a Place for you, where you may 

' repent your Obſtinacy at leaſure, and that | 
Go, go, Sir, replied I, interruptirg him, and pro- 
| voked at ſuch Menaces ; tell him, who has honour- 
ed you with ſuch a notable Commiſſion, I ſcorn 
him too much to concern myſelf with his new En- 
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© oagements ; however, I could not have imagined, 
* that after having been guilty of fo many Impoſ- 
© tures, with which I am better acquainted than he 
thinks for, he ſhould crown the Work with a ſhame- 
ful threatning Meſſage, to a young Perſon he had 
offered to marry. Saying this, I turned my back 
upon the Gentleman, who went away much al- 
f toniſhed at my haughty Behaviour. 
But, vain Haughtineſs, uſeleſs outſide Appear- 
"ance! A thouſand Times was I torn to Pieces with 
bitter Regret, too plainly convincing me of the 
Exceſs of my Paſſion ; my Lover gone for ever; 
I am not only abandoned, but even facrificed to a 
Rival, nay, inſulted and trampled on by, his un- 
- generous and outrageous Menaces ! This it is, dear 
4 Mother, that thus preys upon me, and has reduced 
np me to ſuch a woeful Condition: What is the whole 


Rr 


over !. | 
74 Her Tears put an end to this melancholy Rela- 
= [tion. I endeavoured to comfort her, and reſtore her 
= Health; but the Illneſs encreaſing, about ten Days 
afterwards ſhe ſpoke to me in the following Manner, 
and that with a Preſence of Mind as ſurprized me, 
over-whelmed as I was with Tears, and holding her 
in my Arms. 8 | 
My Hour approaches, ſaid ſhe, and we muſt 
« part ; I find I have not long to live: comfort yourſelf, 
my dear Mother, and don't oppreſs me with your 
Sorrow; Nature is too apt to ſhrink in this Con- 
flict; add not the Weight, your Tenderneſs will Oc- 
« cafion ; but, if you love me, refrain giving me ſo 
many Marks of it; they ſhake that Steadinels 
© which I now ſtand in need of more than ever. 
* Have recourſe to God, and beſeech Him in my be 
half; in his Mercy I place my Truſt ; above all, 
thank him for having preſerved my Innocence thro 
ſo many Dangers; What a Comfort! That Trea- 


me 


World to me; the Margueſs is married, and all is | 


« ſure, at leaſt, I ſhall carry to the next Life, Let 
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* to myſelf during thoſe precious Moments he is 


* wholely in the great Affair of Salvation; receive 
this laſt Kiſs, and pardon the Uneaſineſs I give you 
* Farewel, dear Mother, you move me too much. 
--- Saying this, ſhe turned her Head away, and would 
not be diſturbed afterwards : She died as ſhe lived 
| that is, in ſuch Sentiments of Piety, as afford me a 
| fingular Conſolation. After ſome Time, I ſubmittec 
| myſelf to the divine Providence; alaſs! it coſt me 
dear, and does ftill every Day of my Life. 5 
Mariana's Mother wept bitterly in concluding this 
mournful Hiſtory ; I was much moved, and cried 
very heartily. The favourable Opinion ſhe had of 
me, was conſiderably encreaſed by ſeeing ſuch Marks 
of my tender Affections, and ſhe expreſſed as much in? 
very ſincere Manner; Reflections naturally ſucceeded 
which confirm'd me more and more in a ſteady Adhe- 
[rence toVirtue : I could not ſorbear thinking this Rela 


tion was deſign'd as a Preſervative againſt the Dangers} 


to which my Innocence would be expoſed at Paris. 
Me reached Valvin, and meeting with the Con- 
veniency, mentioned before, we agreed with the 
Waggoner for my Fare: The old Woman and I em 


braced each other with great Affection, promiſing a 


mutual Correſpondence for the future. 

I was no ſooner alone in the Waggon, but I gave 
2 looſe to many a melancholy Reflexion. Heavens ! 
ſaid I to myſelf, what am I doing? what will be- 
come of me ? what will People think? what will 
my Mother ſay? What! can I leave a Mother, be 
wailing my Abſence at this very Inſtant! No, no 


me conjure you in the name of God, to leave me 


* {till pleaſed to allow me, that I may employ them 


Ill go no further, cried I all in Tears; I had bet- 
ter undergo the Reproaches, I ſo much dread, thar 


expoſe myſelf again to thoſe very Dangers I have 
ſo happily eſcaped. Yes, dear Mother, had I never 
left you, but had remained under your Eye, I ſhould 
not this Day be involved 5 ſo many Difficulties. 
bc. | 5 - Hh ö 2 s 
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my Duty to my Parents. I was juſt going to bid the 


Pry 


. | Diſcourſe with him that drove it. What a Situation 


Diſtreſs! I knew him too well, not to apprehend the 


His made a deep Impreſſion; I reſolved to re- 
turn to the Village, and rather ſubmit my Vanity to 
the greateſt Humiliation, than be thus wanting in 


Waggoner ſet me down, and was actually preparin 
to alight, when I faw a Man riding full Speed af 
ter us; my Mind miſgave me: But how great was 
my Surprize, when I could diſtinguiſh his Face, 
and diſcovered it was the Chevalier da" Elbieux ! I 
trembled, as well I might, from Head to Foot, and 
immediately hid myſelf under a Coverlet, that was 
deſigned to keep me from the Rain: I lay thus per- 
due above an Hour, without the leaſt Motion. At 
laſt I grew impatient, and not being able to bear the 
cruel Incertitude any longer, I lifted up the Corner of 
the Covertet. Heavens! what ſhould I ſee but the 
Chevalier ſtill following the Waggon, and holding a 


was I in! Which way ſhould I turn myſelf in this 


[worſt of Extremities from his Brutality. How ſhould 
he come this way? Who ſhould direct him hither ? 
What might I not expect, if he knew I was ſo near 
him? 5 
This racking Myſtery ſoon cleared up ; another | 
young Gentleman came galloping up to the Che- 
wvalier, I have had no better Succeſs than you,“ 
ſays he, calling out as he came towards us; © I can 
hear nothing of what we are looking for.” Mon- 
ſieur 4 E/b:eux only put his Finger on his Mouth, and 
pointed to the Waggon. This Sign implied a great | 
deal, for it plainly ſhow'd where I lay hid. When 
he came up with us. Take heed, ſaid the Che-| 
* welier to him, in a low Voice, we have her; ſhe 
© can't eſcape this bout: I don't know what it is, 
© but ſhe ſuſpects ſomething, you ſee how ſhe hides 
* herſelf” The winding of the Road prevented me 
hearing any more. God was pleaſed to inſpire me 
with a Contrivance for eſcaping : Heaven never 2 1 
88 8 1 : N 


{fakes the Innocent. 
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In about half an hour after this, the Waggon 


what I had there been expo 
a Fit of trembling. 


ſed to, threw me into 
The Road happen'd to be very 


bad, the depth of the Ruts made it exceeding trouble- 


ome riding. This forced the Gentlemen to leave the 
great Road and ftrike into a Path, fo as to leave 
part of the Thicket between them and the Wag» 
gon. Such an Opportunity was not to be loſt ; 
but as I apprehended the Waggoner, by his flow 
driving, to be in the Secret, I could expect no 
Afiſtance from him. There hung over the Road 
feveral large Boughs, one of theſe I laid hold of, 
and the Waggon driving from under me, I climb'd 
into a large thick Tree, fully reſolv'd to hide my- 
ſelf there, till I might venture to make off; the 
[Road here was ftrait and I could fee a long way 
before me. 

| I was ſoon convinced of what Importance it was, 
not to let ſlip the Opportunity Heaven had put 
into my hands; I could ſee the Waggon at ſome. 
Diſtance with the Horſemen cloſe by it; the Wag- 
goner retired, and the Gentlemen quitted their Horſes, 
One of them, but which I could not diſcern, got 
upon the Carriage, he lifts up the Coverlet and 
ems vaſtly ſurpris'd not to find me there, looking 
about on all fides. He jumps down again, they 
both mount their Horſes, ſeem to confer together, 
and then ride off, taking different Roads. 
| I was fully determined not to leave my Poſt, 
till I was ſure of not falling into their Hands a 
cond Time. TWO Hours were paſſed and nothing 
appear d. I began to be in good heart, when I 


heard ſomebody ſay, © It's to no purpoſe to ſearch | 
* for her at ſuch a Diſtance, ſhe cant be gone ſo 


far, but muſt” be hid ſomewhere here abouts, 


Place we loſt her in. 
* the Roads * and I'II * upon this 


drove into the Wood again; the Remembrance of 


let us look out ſharp where we are, this is che { : 
Do you place yourſelf where 


riſing! 
A3 e 


* OP 
4 | 
4 ! | 


2 8 


"74 


- fin my behalf. With all my Heart, poor Child, 


Ground, from whence I can ſee a long Way 
about me. This Information was of great Service 
to me, as I ſhould otherwiſe have ventured down, 
and muſt infallibly have fallen into their Clutches, 

Night drew on apace, the Sun was already ſet, 
and J ſuffer'd very much. from continuing ſo long 
in ſuch an uneaſy Poſture. My Strength, as well 
as Patience, was quite exhauſted, when there paſs 
by a Chaiſe eſcorted by two Horſemen; in it fate 
a Lady and a little Girl: the Moment I ſaw them, 
I reſolv'd to quit the Tree and take that Oppor- 
tunity of eſcaping the Danger, which hung over 
me. But in putting my Deſign in Execution, I had 
the ill Fortune to hook the upper part of my Gown 
in the Tree, and loſing my footing at the ſame time, 
J was left dangling in the Air. The fear of falling 
made me cry out, which brought the two Horſemen 
attending the Chaiſe and who were then juſt by, to my 
Aſſiſtance; they preſently diſengaged and took me 
down. Good God! ſaid one of them, pretty Maid, 
* why do you expoſe yourſelf to ſuch Danger? 
vou mult certainly be very fond of Birds, to run 
this Hazard in taking their Neſts. I had not 
time to make any Reply; the Chevalier d Elbieux, 
who had heard my Voice, was poſting towards us. 
J ran with all my Force to the Chaiſe, which my 
Outcries had ſtopp'd, and, calling out from ſome 
Diſtance to the Lady, © Save me Madam, for God's 
« fake, I cried, a Villian offers me Violence! * 
The Lady look'd at me very earneftly whilſt I was 
ſpeaking; for my Clothes, though I was dreſs d 
like a Country Girl, together with my Behaviour 
had ſomething ſo very particular as to intereſt her 


* faid ſhe, help her in ; it were a Pity any Miſchief 
© ſhould befall her. She had the good Nature to 
make room for me; the little Girl was placed 
in my Lap, I began to take Courage, and the Chaiſe; 


drove on. 
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great Attention, This is wickedneſs with a Ven- 
geance cried ſhe at the end of my Story; and 
« plainly ſhows how dangerous is the Company of 


Character, ever take the leaſt ſtep without their 


Was I was ſeated, ſhe worm yer who I was and 
the Occaſion of my Fears. I related all the Par- 
ticulars with great Sincerity, excepting my Inclina- 
tion for the Marqueſs. - After ſhe had heard me with 


Men deſtitute of Honour where they take a Fancy: 
* Mothers ought never to leave their Daughters to 
* themſelves, nor ſhould Young Girls who value their 


Mother's Advice. However Child, you have no- 
thing to fear from the Chevalier. I dont believe 
he dare moleſt you while I am by; neither would. 


my Servants ſuffer any ſuch thing, if he ſhould 
© Attempt it. The Counteſs J am well acquainted 
with, and, when [I write to her on this Subject, 
* will reprimand her Son very ſeverely, ? 


earneſtly. © Ah! Madam, faidT, in a low Voice, 
* there he 1s, there he 1s. 
* replied, I'll warrant his ſtay will be but ſhort. 
© Chevalier Elbieux, ſays ſhe, raiſing her Voice, 
© pray come hither ; I am a particular Acquain- 
* tance of the Counteſs your Mother; and as ſuch, 
« am willing to give you a little good Advice. » 
He no ſooner heard theſe Words, but, giving the 


She had, 
Pg done ſpeaking, when J perceived the Cheva- 


lier riding by the Chaiſe-ſide and looking in very] ; 
Don't be frighten'd che 


Reigns and Spurs to his Horſe, he rode away. 


© be? contibued ſhe, We have a fair Riddance o 
him. As to the reſt make yourſelf eaſy; you 


\© Counteſs, your Godmother, and her Anſwer wil 
determine what is to be done. 


ing. My Protectreſs ap 


Well, Feuny, did not J tell you how it would} 
© ſhall remain with me till I have wrote to the 


I bleſs'd God very heartily for this happy ine 
pear'd to be about forty, 


per can never be ſufficiently admir'd ; 
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all Tho Te Iervices 1 could 2 ink of on the Road, to} 
endear myſelf to her. My Labour was not thrown | 
away; by the time we reach'd Paris I had gain d 
not a little on her Affections. 

The Houſe where we were ſet down, was extremely 

well furniſn'd; it was her own, and her Name, 
as I ſoon learnt, Madam de G her Huſband a 
Receiver in the Exchequer. Every thing was mag- 
nificent, 'and the Number of their Servants {poke 
their Wealth. The Lady had three Waitingwomen 
beſides a Governeſs for her Daughter who was about 
ten years old. 
Her Huſband had not ſo many Attendants ; his 
Dreſs was very plain; a great Oeconomiſt in his 
Family Affairs, but Generous to Profuſeneſs in re- 
gard of his private Pleaſures. | 

The Lady introduced me to him as ſoon as we 
arrived, but he ſeem'd to take little or no Notice 
of what ſhe ſaid in my Commendation. It's very | 
well, ſays he; how have you enjoy'd your health 
Ain the Country? but without ſtaying for her An- 

ſwer, he retired to his Cloſet, giving me a Look, 
as he paſs'd by, which did not ſeem to be ſo un- 
concern'd as his Converſation. 

The Receiver was between Fifty and Threeſcore ; 3 
he was well made, with an engaging Aſpe&. I found 
afterwards he was very rich and much given to 
Women, but withal ſo cautious that few or none 
of his Intrigues ever came to light. Every one 
has his Humour, this Gentleman's Ambition was 
to paſs for one who had overcome the common 
Frailties of Mankind. | 
The Lady had wrote to the C 906 as ſoon as 
We got home; I made it my Buſineſs to ingrati- 
ate myſelf more and more to her, and ſhe ſeem” 
to love me with great Affection. Her Daughte! 
was taught Writing and Muſick ; the good Lads 
was pleas'd to order I ſhould make uſe of that Op- 
. |portunity for my Improvement; as my Voice wat 
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to hold a Correſpondence, which gave me no Call 


raturally very agreeable, it w. it was ſoon taken notice 
of. As for Writing, in a ſhort time I was able 


Satisfaction; for, I was no ſooner rid of my Fears, 
but all my Reſolutions to forget the Margueſt, were 
by Degrees entirely forgot. 

One Morning whilt I was ſtudying in a little 
Room, which was allotted to my uſe, a Footman of 


the Lady's came to call me to her; I made what 
haſte T could, and upon entering the Room, * fit | 


down, Tang, ſaid ſhe, I have received ſome Let- 
ters which concern you, I am willing you ſhould 
know their Contents.“ 
She ſpoke this with ſuch a ſerious Air, as made 
the Blood run cold in my Veins; I liſtened to her 
with Fear and Trembling. 
This, continued ſhe, is from your Godmother : 
h The Counteſs fpeaks very well of you, but ſhe in- 
forms me of ſome Things, I don't approve of your 
« being acquainted withal ; your Heart is tender, and 
9 18 may not be proper to revive your former Senti- 
| ments. 
| This was more than ſufficient to incite my Curĩoſi- 
ty; ; however I diſſembled my Eagerneſs, but was 
determined to get hold of the Letter, that I might 
unriddle this Myſtery. 
The other, continued ſhe, is from my God- 
daughter, who thinks quite otherwiſe of her Bro- 
ther the Chevalier, with regard to you; ſhe ad- 
* viſes me to look narrowly to you, and fays it is her 
Affection for me, which makes her give me this 


Caution. Miſs D' EIbieux tells me you are a great | 


. Diſſembler, very vain, and very malicious; that 


© you was within a ſmall Matter of being the Occa- 
ſion of much Miſchief; that by your AﬀeQation you |... 
© had inveigled the Love of the Marque ſ of” L. F.\ 


that he had fought upon your Account; in fine, that 


TE 


* ſhe much apprehended your Stay in my -Houſe 5 
- be attended with ſome fatal Conſequence, 
g * 2 
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cover yourſelf, ſaid ſhe ; I did not fend for you to 
give you this Uneaſineſs; behave yourſelf well, 
and I'Il take Care of you. | 


© Which, too late, might make me repent, I hac 
© ever received you. That the Margque/s of L. V 
Father to him who was wounded, exclaims bitter! 
againſt you, as the promoter of that Danger hi 
Son's Life is in, whoſe Recovery is very muc 
doubted.” _ 


I trove exceedingly with myſelf, in order to if 
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{-the Vexation this Letter gave me, and the Grief 


conceived at the deſperate Condition of my wound 
Lover. Notwithſtanding my endeayours, the Tear 
guſhed out; it was in vain to hide them, the La 
dy too plainly ſaw my Trouble. | 

* You are in Tears, Jenny, ſaid ſhe, lookin 
«© ſtedfaſtly at me; that convinces me, one part o 


the Letter is true; and as for the reſt, J give n 


Credit to it; the Prejudice is too rank, and I plain 
ly ſee my God-daughter has taken an Antipathy t 


* pear to be very {weet temper'd, and I don't find 
! © the leaſt Reſemblance in the Character ſhe has 


IM drawn, unleſs you are the greateſt diſſembler upon | 
..1* Earth.” ES | 


I ſhed a Torrent of Tears at theſe Words. Re- 


J was going out of the Room, wh \ ſhe called me 


| © you. I am ata loſs to account for it, as you ap- 


* Mother would have you return Home : but yo 
« ſhall be your own Miſtreſs to go or ſtay. Ah! Ma- 
* dam, cried I, as much as I love them. ---- Well, 


{* well fays this amiable Lady, interrupting me 
|< I fee you have ſome Reaſons for not complyin 


with their Orders: Make yourſelf eaſy, you ſha 
* ſtay where you are. 


ſtopping me, has any one been taking you to Taſk ? 


back, now think on't, ſays ſhe, your Father and 


| I retired, quite overcome with ſo much Goodneſs,| | 
| In going from her Apartment, the Receiver met me. 
| © What is the Matter, my pretty Girl,” ſays he, 


« I ſhall | 


1 


I ſhall be very angry with my Wife; for, except 
her, no body here dares to uſe you ill. But be 
* comforted, I'll put things upon a better Footing ;- 
I have been thinking ſome time of making your 
Fortune. I am much obliged to you, Sir, an- 
* fwered I; your Lady's being pleas'd to bear with 
me, demands a greater Return than I can pofli- 
* bly make. I have all the Reaſon in the World to 
© be ſatisfied with her Goodneſs. Not too much of 
That I believe, ſays he, you would ſcarce cry for 
nothing: ſome other Time I ſhall enquire further 
into this Matter; we are not in a proper Place to 
talk any longer; Farewel: ſaying this he ſqueez d 
my Hand, and went to his Lady. - - ; | 
[ was no longer ſo dull of Apprehenſion, as not to 
now the Meaning of Words ; and plainly perceived 
Iwas in Favour with the Gentleman: This made 
me very Uneaſy, leaſt his Taſte in this particular, 
ſhould claſh with my happy Situation. . 
returned to my Chamber, muſing on what had 
paſſed, and very much reſenting the Behaviour of Ma- 
denoiſelle D' Elbicux. I was taken up in contriving 
Means for getting the Letter, which had not been' 
read to me; the mention made in it of the Marqueſs, 
was alone too great a Temptation to be reſiſted. It} 
was lock'd up in a Drawer, and I often watched an 
Opportunity to lay hold of it. | | 
The Sunday following I compleated my Deſign, | 
whilſt the Lady was at Church; for having over ftaid] - 
the Time, ſhe forgot her Keys in the hurry. Open- 
inz the Drawer I tound the Letters, which I carried 
off to my own Chamber, and read them very haſtily. | 
The firſt was that from Mademoi/elle D' Elbieux,\ 
as much concerned as I was in it, I run it over very 
lightly ; that of the Countes's was of greater Con- 
lequenge Sf. 7. | 1. 
I read it ſeveral Times: ſhe ſpoke of me in very} 
favourable Terms, excepting, where ſhe mentioned 
her Suſpicion of an Underſtanding between the 
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him dangerouſly with a Piſtol Bullet: that ſeveral 
Reports had been ſpread in the Country eoncerning 
the Affair; but that ſhe had unravelled the whole, 
by the Means of an old Servant, whom ſhe had en- 
ded with the Care of my Education; ; that not- 
vithſtanding the Marqueſs was very reſerved, as to the 
Grounds ot the Quarrel, yet his Perplexity at not 
knowing what was become of me, plainly diſcover- 
ed the Violerce of his Paſſion ; that ſhe had thought 
herſelf under an indiſpenſible Obligation of caution- 
ing the Margueſs's Father, her particular Friend, to 
provide, in Cale his Son ſhould recover, againſt che 
:onlequences of ſuch Amour; an Affair of the 
greater Concern, ' as ſhe thought me virtuous, and 
y Lover a Man of Honour. 
The Letter concluded with adviſing my being ſent 
pack to my Parents; that my Charms might in 
ime occaſion much Miſchief; and that, if ſhe 


thought of keeping me with her, it would be abſolutely 


 Ineceitary to prevent my ever ſeeing the Marqueſs. 
I bewaiPd the Condition of that dear Man, and 
yet did not dilapprove of the Cautions given on 
his Occaſion ; I even reſolved to turn them to 
my own Advantage. What I had read convin- 
ted me of the little Streſs that was to be laid 
on ſo unequal an Engagement. I folded up the 
etters and carried them back in a great hurry : 
dne Moment later, I had been catch'd in the Fact; 
he Receiver coming in, juſt as I was leaving his 
ady's Apartment. 
O] you are here, are you? ſays he. Well 
pretty Fenny, 18 there any thing troubles you now ? 
[he Colour, my Apprehenſion occaſion'd, the Conſter- 
ation I was in, altogether ſet me off to an Advan- 
oe. That Air of Aſſurance, moſt Women are 
ond of, is far from being always a Charm and 
I have ſince heard the Men acknowledge, that hos 
fuer fond they may be of the Sex, they are . 
n 


Marqueſs and me. She ſaid her Son had wounded 
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eich s modefh and referred Curtings;” den Gatifin 


[anCe, beyond ſuch as I have juſt now mentioned. | 
But, ſays he, you make me no Anſwer: Do you 
| ſtand in any Awe of me? If you do, it's wrong 


ward free Behaviour. l ene 
Monſieur de G —, was juſt then an Inſtance of 
this Remark, by extolling me, at leaft in Appear- 


« 


* judged ; I am more your Friend than you ima- 
* gine. For it's owing to me, that my Wife, with-| 
out knowing my Inclinations, ſhows you ſo great 

© a Regard:* Indeed, ſoon after I came thither, I 
had a Sattin Gown'given mo: the Lady's Women 
were very fond of me, they»taught me how to 
behave, and their Inſtructions were not loſt ; (as 
Girls are ready enough in learning ſuch Leſſons.) | 
© I had my Reaſons, continued Monſieur de G, 
* or I ſhould have order'd your Clothes myſelf, 
which would have been after a much genteeler 
Manner; but we muſt have à Regard to the Cir- 


* ſuitable whenſoeyer you pleaſe. - What ſay you, 
Fenny? Shall I reckon you in the Number of 
my Friends? I could not wiſh for any thing bet-] _ 
* ter, Sir, I replied at laſt, without knowing the | 


i 


you ſhall be as happy as a Queen. Adieu; Jane} 
\ apprehenſive my Wife is coming in, and would not, 

for the World, ſhe ſhould ſurprize us together. As 
* ſhe is extremely apt to be jealous, this would be 
* ſufficient to make her run mad. Be upon your 


this to any one.“ I ſtood like a Statue after hear- | 
ing ſuch a Diſcourſe. Madame de G , who juſt 

then came in, found me in that Condition, What. 
was you doing here ? ſays ſhe. My Huſhand went 
from hence but now, what has he been ſaying to 
* you ?. Methinks you are thoughtful ; there is ſome· 
thing more than any it, Come tell me 
N 5 o 


Por 
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* cumſtance of Time, which you may make more 


Extent of that Word. Ay, now you ſpeak! cons} | 
* tinned he. You are Love itſelf : upon this Condition, | 


* Guard, and take Care not to drop the leaft Hint of 


* ” 
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What has paſſed : My Huſband is amorous; Ti lay 
a Wager he is in Love with you, and has been tel. 


ling you as much. With me, Madam! replied J. 


Don't tell me any Lies, continued ſhe, throwing 
zerſelf into an eaſy Chair, I am not Angry with 
E you; but if you conceal any Thing, we ſhall 
be no longer Friends. I can eaſily ſatisfy you, Ma- 
dam, I replied, its true, Monſieur d*G—— has 
ſaid ſome obliging Things to me; but I imagined 
it was only in conſequence of the Favours for which 
f I am beholden to you. Mighty well, cried the 
Lady, interrupting me,“ that is to ſay, he will love 
F you for my ſake. But let me hear what he ſaid.“ 
Upon this, I repeated Word for Word his whole 
Diſcourſe ; only, I ſtopped ſhort where he propoſed 
being my Friend: Upon ſecond Thoughts, I had 
gueſſed how much it imported. The more T heſitated, 
che more her Curioſity was raiſed. Well, and What 


; anſwer did you make? ſaid ſhe very ſeriouſſy. I 
' frepeated my Words: And what did he ſay to that, 


ontinued ſne. Ah! Madam, what very much 
ſurprized me, anſwered I; and convinted me [I 

did not rightly underſtand the Expreſſion he had 
uſed. I then related the reſt of His Diſcourſe, 
and ſhe muſed upon it a little, 
Vour tender Years plead a Pardon for your An- 
ſwer, aid he; but do you know to what you have 
< obliged yourſelf. * By virtue of What you ſaid, my 


 |* Huſband will ſecure your Perſon ; you are his, and 
in that Caſe, Honour, Reputation, and all is gone. 


God forbid,” cried I, interrupting her, and alarmed 
at what I heard; my Heart would break, to think 


I had given the leaſt Occaſion for any ſuch Thing. 


I believe it, replied the Lady, and you Have done 


very well in giving me this Detail; otherwiſe you 


might have been fatally engaged, without ſuſpect- 


. ing any ill, till it had been too late to prevent it. 
Therefore look to it, Jena, and for the future, do 
{* nothing without conſulting me: The Dangers you 
1 | 6 
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© have FA en ought to- males you more Cir 
cWumſpect than another, , _ | 
| 'The Lady's Diſcourſe had too gfeat an Appear 
ance of Truth, not to make a — Impreſſion. 
was ſoon convinced ſhe was not miſtaken in what 
ſhe had ſa id, and I had great Reaſon to think my. 
elf happy, under the Direction of ſo Kcilful 4 
Guide. BEE 

Two Days alter W one 1 che Lady- 8 Wo- 
5 for whom I had a particular Eſteem, came 
to my Chamber. What in Bed ſtill, Lazy-ones, 
© faid ſhe, come, riſe and dreſs yourſelf ; I am going 
out, and you muſt go with me. With all my 
* „Heart, anſwer'd I getting up; if you had ow 

me the leaſt Notice over Night, I ſhould have 
0 Han before this. There is no harm done, = 
* fwer'd the, it is not late ; ;. however get ready as 
| faſt as you can. | 
| This Servant could not be leſs than ſixty Years f 
forty of which ſhe had paſſed in the Family, where 
ſhe was very much reſpected: I made my Court 
to her from the Beginning, for I ſoon perceived 
ſhe was the Governante of the Houſe, and that no- 
thing was. tranſacted but what had her Approba- 
tion, I had the greater Reaſon to be fond of her, 
having one Day overheard her ſpeak much in my | 
behalf to her e prevailing upon her to keep 
me, when ſhe had thoughts of ſending me away. 
I never let her know, that I was ſenfible what 
Obligations I had to her, but ſtrove, by every | 


ſung in my Power, to make a fuitable Return. 5 


Wie went in a Hackney Coach to a Silk Mercer's 
in St. Honore's-ſtreet.” She conſulted me upon ſome | 
over Damaſk, I gave my Opinion 1 what 1 
ixed, and the fix d upon the Piece J had fancied, 
he called for ſome Gowns fit for Autumn and 
pring 3 ſtill I was conſulted, and ſpoke ey r * 
ith Gs n e as before. - 1197 eat 


I 


— N * 


bought a Dozen fine laced Shifts, and a Dozen plain 


Shops, for Stockings, Gloves c. at laſt we alighted 
at Sr. Roch's Bank, and were conducted to an Apart. 


this meant: far from ſuſpecting any thing, I Was 


bought Head- clothes, 
like Attire, | 


us ſee how this will fit you: I put off my Gown, 
it was tried on, and I thought it no ſmall Addi- 
tion towards a graceful Appearance; a ſecret Com- 
Placency aroſe when I view'd myſelf in the Glaſs 


She bought three Gowns beſides a Bed-gown. 


From thence we drove to a Sempſtreſs, where ſhe 


ones, with other Linnen ſuitable. 
From thence we went to the Palais; here ſhe 
Tippits, Ribbons and other 


* 


We went back to two or three other different 


ment, not very large indeed, but nobly furniſn'd. 
The old Servant, I mention'd brought Table Lin- 
nen; a Footman, who by the Livery I knew be- 
long'd to the Receiver, came in; he laid the Cloath 
very neatly, and then retired. | | 
I ſtared, not being able to comprehend what all 


with a Perſon of ſome Conſideration, one that ! 
look'd upon as a ſecond Miſtreſs; my want of 
Miftruſt on this Oc&/ion was not at all blameable. 
About half an Hour afterwards Somebody knock'd 
at the Door. The Footman brought up a Young 
Women with Hoop-petticoats. My Directreſs having 
choſe one of the handomeſt, Come, ſays ſhe, let 


and ſaw I was not at all difpiſeable. _ 
My Vanity was diſcover'd by my Directreſs. You 


© are not miſtaken, pretty Fenny in thinking your- 
* ſelf handſome, ſays he: you are very lovely; 
© I muſt have the Pleaſure of dreſſing your Head 
according to my Fancy. As I was not againſt 


it, ſhe fell to curling my Hair, and then put me 
on one of the bought Heads; only to try it, ſhe 


ſaid. I made great Difficulty when we came to 
the Red: © You are a Simpleton cried ſhe 3 dont you 


* ſee it's only for Diverſion? * We have nothung 
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e to do now but only to adorn theſe little Ears; 


for that too we have the good Luck to be 6662 
« vided. ? Upon this the pulled out her Purſe, which 
ſcem'd to be none of the lighteſt, from waence ſhel 
took a Paper containing a. pair of Brilliant Eari 
What do you think of them? Exceeding fine, an- 
« ſwer'd I. Well then let us fee if they becom 

« you as well as the Reſt. I view'd myſelf; the] 
Alteration Was fo great, that thro' Surprize 1 was 
not able to ſpeak. And indeed, Feny was no 
more; a well made young Lady, killingly hand- 
ſome, had taken her place; the Red gave new 
Luſtre to my Eyes, and to ſpeak the Truth, I 
thought myſelf tranſcendently charming. 

Let me be indulged in this Sally of Vanity; 
eſpecially as I am a Woman: When Monfieur de 
Ia Valle, the Fortunate Peaſant, placed his perſo- 
nal Merit in fo ſtrong a Light, I, who am | 
ing, was not Agultel r ask but . the me 
1 "ou at the Hands of the Publick. . 

Vhilft 1 was thus taken up with the Contem- 
pation of my own dear ſelf, a Mantua-maker came 
in. Come, Miſs, faid my Directreſs, put of your 
* Gown, that your Meaſure may be taken: Yourl- 
* Clothes will be made to Admiration. Mrs. Pagode 
© has the beſt Hand in France for ſetting off a 
handſome Woman. Thus far I had not the leaſt 
Suſpicion: But the taking my Meaſure and theſe 
Expreſſions, open d my Eyes; at once I ſaw clearly 
[into the whole Affair. O Heavens! ſaid I to my-| 
elf, I am betray d I had not Strength to reaſon} 
any further. . 

| By this time they had undreſt me, and the 
Mantua malen was buly in taking the Meaſure, 
but with an Air that had a Mixture of Sorrow 
and Compaſſion. I faid nothing; quite at a los, 
how to evade the Miſchief that threaten'd me: The 5 
Chevalier 4 ? 3 8 Behaviour was too freſh in 
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which had the leaſt Appearance of that kind. f 
recommended myſelf to God, who certainly di- 
reed me on this Occaſion. KS | 

I pretended a Deſire of being left alone a few 
Minutes, on a certain Account: The wicked Di- 
rectreſs, for ſuch I began to think her, told me 
there was no one there with whom I might not 
make free. But 1 appeared fo naturally aſhamed, 
as in Truth I was, that ſhe cried out. Let her have 
her Way; ſhe is a meer Child, and every Trifle 
« ſtartles her; in time ſhe'll know better. 

The Moment they were gone out of the Room, 
with my Pencil, on a ſcrap of Paper, I wrote the 
following Note. 

Jenney is undone, Madam, unleſs you ſnatch her 
from the Precipice, on whoſe brink ſhe lands. Want 
of Time prevents her ſaying any more. 
This I directed for Madame de G — H had al- 
ready contrived how to ſend it : The Mantua- 


{ maker's Behaviour convinced me ſhe was Virtu- 


ouſly inclined, ſhe having frequently ſigh'd when 
ſhe look'd at me. Whilſt ſhe was employ'd in 
folding up the things, I approach'd her, under ſome 
Pretence, and ſlipp'd the Note into her Hand, 
telling her at the ſame time, if ſhe had the leaſt 


regard for Virtue, as I beliey'd ſhe had, ſhe muſt 


carry that Note immediately as directed, and God 
would reward her. F 
I found I had no time to loſe; one Moment 


more had been too late: The Door open'd, and 


who. ſhould come in but Moſieur de G -—— ! Al- 
though after what had paſs'd, I might reaſonably 
expect him, yet I was thunderſtruck at his Ap- 


| pearance, and look'd like Death itſelf. What a 


charming Creature !* cried he, not obſerving 
my - Perplexity ; I was not miſtaken : is there 
any thing can ſurpaſs this!* He came up to me 
and view'd me on all ſides, (the others leſt the 


Room at his coming in.) Well my Charmer, you 


1 


Tre not Aiſplese d with your. Condition I hope f 


treſs's? But all this is nothing in Compariſon of 
what is to come. The firſt Moment I ſaw you, 


I pronounced you happy. Come, my pretty | 


Creature, why wont you talk with me? You are 
| * melancholly ;- what is the Matter? Do you fancy 
any thing you need. only ſpeak. Some 


* Jewel ? perhaps a Ring? accept of this, it's 


| 6+ yours. 9 ; 


Saying this he took a fine Diamond. from his 


F inger, and preſented it; but I thruſted it aſide. 


How great is the Confuſion of a virtuous young 
Woman in ſuch Circumſtances !' Let me alone, 


dir, faid I at laſt ; keep your preſents to your- 


ſelf; they are infectious. Little did I expect ſuch 


Favours, and much leſs an Adventure of this ſort. 


0 God knows my Heart, I never intended to give 


4 


the leaſt Encouragement. How! cried he, very 
© gravely ;- I have miſunderſtood you certainly; or 
„what is it you mean? When I offered to provide 
* for you, di you not give your Conſent? Not in 
© the leaſt, Sir, anſwer'd I very ſmartly. ; I am un- 
' acquainted with your manner-of expreſſing things, 
and we did not underſtand one another.. Why, 
what did you underſtand then? ſaid he interrupt⸗ 
ing me. That you made an offer of your Friend: 
* ſhip, replied I, which was doing me a great 
Honour. But nevertheleſs, continued he, you 
have brought. yourſelf into Ah not at all, 


* a Gentleman to uſe Violence — Ho ſaid 
* he, interrupting me very calm; you don't know 
* me ſurely 35 I: love you to well to give you the 


better Title, yet nothing would be exacted that 


ö 


| 


Sir, anſwer'd I in Tears; you are too. much of 


is not the Maſter's Service as good as the Mif: | 


© leaſt Uneaſineſs-; and though I ſhould have a far 


| 


E 


* is incompatible with your Tranquillity. Dry up 


| 


« Miſtreſs of yourſelf. and me: Nobody ſhall — | 


— ee 


ſie? | 


Ex 1 to IRE" you; independent of all about 

© you, their only ſtudy ſhall be. to obey your Or- 
ders. "The, Return you may hereafter think fit 
„to make for all this, lies entirely in your own 
FBreaſt: In the mean time, enjoy yourſelf in the 
| © endearing Reflection, that you are entirely at your 
© own diſpoſal. This Appartment is yours, and 
„Whatever elſe you can fancy, Jhal * ' Progriged 
„ without delay. * : 


{ 


All this was "A far from alla Ving my Apree- | 


henſions that is only ſerved to encreaſe them. How 
« unhappy am I! cried 1, that you ſhould enter- 
„ tain ſo ill an Opinion of me! Better far to be 
in my Grave, then accept of ſuch Preſents. Good 
God what Obligations muſt I he under! None 
at all, replied he: I dont pretend to influence 
your Affections, diſpoſe of them as you ſhall judge 
proper. My Word and Honour ſhall be engaged; 
da Security, you ought to think me incapable of 
1 violating. The Liberty of ſeeing you from time 
to time, and obliging you in every thing, is 
all Iaſe: A ſufficient Recompence for the greateſt 


£1 ae 


Services I am able to perform. A further Ac- 


e quaintance will convince you that I am in a 


| 
+ Wifferent Way of thinking from .thoſe, who dt 
| 


| ©: of the Benefits th: y have conferr'd, fancy they 
haue a right, on ſuch frivolous Grounds, to ty- 


” rannize and exact a Servile Compliance to every 


“ching they think fit to demand. No, no, Fenny 
Jonte more 1 give you m Word, I look for no 
Return. Your Niceneſs in this Affair, far from 


giving the leaſt Diſguſt, charms me infinitely, 


and raiſes my eſteem to an equal Pitch with my 
Love; and whatſoever m . _— may D you 
hall never have any 
der to convince you — the Trah of this, - :I-ſhall} 
3 1 you. at preſent, and not even return till you 


mplain. In or- 


ways per to ſend for mc. Saying this, he 
made a Bow and retired. Where Exper 


| nerous Maxims he had laid down; I even wild} 


upon thoſe Beauties I had heard ſo often extolled 3 


is wanting, the Appearances of Things muſt carry] 
it: the Sentiments he had expreſs'd, were not un- 
worthy a Man of Honour, and made a deep Im- 
preſſion, inſomuch, that I was under a kind of Con- 
cern for having ſuſpected the Virtue of Monfieur de 
G I was not in the wrong: his Conduct in| 
regard of me from that Moment, demonſtrated he 
was very capable of putting in practice the gene- 


to have had it in my Power to recal the Note. 
Theſe Reflections were follow'd by the Emotions 
of Self- love: as I was alone, I conſulted the Glaſs 


I examined my ſeveral Features, and without per-| 
ceiving of it, applauded my own Charms: the Stuff 

were rich, I tried their Effe&t upon me. Were 
I in ſuch Clothes, ſaid I to myſelf, and ſeen by 
the Marqueſs, I might not for the future perhaps, 
be ſo long without hearing from him. But where 
is the harm, continued I, in accepting of theſe fine 
Things. I am not obliged to make any return. Mon- 
fieur de G —— has given me his Word =—= 
I was going on in this Train of Thought, when 
the Waiting Woman came in: ſhe was too 
ſly not to diſcover the bent of my Soul in thoſe 
Moments. How now! pretty F enny, ſays ſhe, you 


have let my Maſter go away. He ſeem'd much 
« diſturbed : ſure you would not ſay any thing diſ- 
* agreeable to him. No, God forbid! anſwer de 
* I, at firſt indeed methought, he ſeem'd to drive 
at ſomething out of the Way. He! * cried the 
Waiting Woman, taking me up with an infinuat- 
ing Air; © Alack ! you know little of him: a very 
moderate Compliance will purchaſe Preſents with-| 
out end from him. Go, go, he deſerves you ſhould} 

© be a little more Comiatiine » few Women in 
Paris would ſeruple to —— Very fine, Very fine 
indeed, cried: out Madame de G — who had 
been liſtening at the Door, and that Moment enter'd. 


„ 
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thought it! That I ſhould be fo long impos'd upo 


Diſorders. It's you have put my Huſband on 


don: But preſently recovering herſelf, and looking 


„ ſo many Miſunderſtandings and Divorces. Very 


e Room ; * a pious Exhortation truly this ſamd 
© of yours to a Young Girl! Wicked Wretch, 
am glad I know thee, Heavens !_who would hav 


< by her Hypocriſy ! Begone vile Diſſembler; be- 
„Sone this Inſtant: ſee my Face no more; for de 
pend upon it, if you do not leave Paris befor 
this time to Morrow, I'll confine you for Life, 
Good God, continued the Lady, throwing herſelf 
quite fatigued as: it were, into an eaſy Chair, © that 
ever I ſhould employ ſuch a Creature. But the 
Wretch did not ſtay to hear all this out, the firſt 
Apoſtrophe being ſufficient to pack her off: For my 
Part I was as much den nen as if L been 
che, Criminal myſelf. 

The Lady. dem d to be in a . Medita- 


on me with all the Goodneſs imaginable, © your 
Diſeretion and Prudence I ſhall: never forget, ſaid 
© ſhe ; the Note you ſent, was brought me by a 

J Perſon whoſe. conduct had a great Appearance of 
* Virtue. Lay afide your Tears in Regard of my 
*;Huſband-s. your modeſt Behaviour will A 
© his Eſteem, and he wilb be the firſt Man to en 


him too well, to doubt of what I ſay. Wretched 
Servant! You are likewiſe a Promoter of theſe 


© ſuch Exploits. i s to ſuch baſe Compliers with 
< their Matters Inclinations, that we juſtly attribute 


*. gentee] and pretty Furniture, in Truth, ? conti- 
nued ſhe;. looking on the Table, and the other 'Things 
provided for me: Poor Child ! added ſhe, be- 
holding my Head-dreſs and Paint; ſeducing Al- 
lurements, ſo often fatal to Vouth! This De- 


| 


the 


5 unt. Embrace me, my pi e ſai 


© courage you for having done your Duty. I know | 


tail ſhamed me very much; I ſnatch'd up a Nap- 
king and immediately demoliſh'd, my Patches and 
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who it belongs to, and in whoſe Name theſe 
\ Lodgings have been taken. 


always fawn upon their Company, and pique them- 


ood Lady, I am charm'd with your ITirmous 
Indignation; now you are fit to appear. Call 
ſome of my Servants, and order up the Maſter 
or Miſtreſs of the Houſe : I would fain know 


| The Miſtreſs came herſelf :- One of thoſe wh 
klves on being the very pink of Curtely ;' Sur 


was diſtinguifh'd by a mall ſpitting, being intro 


Landladay was fo to ſuch a Degree, that it was im- 
flible to Diſcourſe with her in- any other Strain. 
Lord „Madam, do me the Honour to believe: 
very Word was fo {mooth'd with Ocnaplihdnge 

hat I am apt to think, when the abuſed any one, 
was under Favour, with" Submiſſion, ' Sc. Her 
yes languiſi d fo much whilſt ſhe ſpoke, that they 
re oſten in a Manner doſed up; at every Word 
e was ſure to moiſten her Lips, and each Phraſe 


tuced by an affected Hem, and ended in a moſt 
agreeable S 4 
This whining One WER. inforned'l us tk 
Monfieur de G.— hired the Lodgings and Sunil 
them; that ſhe did not know my Name, but the 
Gentleman had affured her J was a married Wo- 


rate Maintenance, my Huſband'ſquandering away hib 
Effects in continual 2 ; that he hac re.. 
ceiv'd great Recommendations in my behalf, being 2 
related to the beſt Families in Bretaign. 

The Story is well enough contrived, *” replie 
the Lady; but I can aſſure you the Gentleman 
has. impoſed upon you, tis all a fiction, Adieu, 
continued ſhe, another time be more circumſpe 
who you take into your Houſe: a very little Re. 


1 ſlection would have CH inced you, that if this La 


was ſo well recommended to Monfieur de G — 8 
he being a married Man, the Stranger might have 
had an e in his Houſe; and you 


+, 


+» 


man, and come to Paris i in order to ſue for Sepa⸗ We 7 5 q 
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© the more inexcuſable in this Affair, as ; you own 
* we are no Strangers to you. Saying this; ſhe 
lock'd up every thing; we got into the Coach, 
and return'd home. 

Monſieur de G . had been gone but a few Mi- 
nutes; he was acquainted with what had happemid, 


by a Note which, as we found afterwards, the Wait. 
ſing-Woman had ſent: We were told he Was * 


into the Country, 

Although this Gentleman had been engaged in 
ſeveral Intrigues, he was always fo circumfj 
and the Regard he had for his Lady, ſo particular; 
that he would not for the World give her the leaſt 
Uneaſineſs, or ſuffer any thing of this kind to be- 
come publick. He was no ſooner arrived at his 
Seat, but he wrote to beg Pardon for what was 
paſt, aſſuring her, ſhe ſhould have no Reaſon to 
complain of his future Conduct; and as a Proof of 
his Sincerity, he was willing I ſhould be. ſent home, 
The Lady, whoſe Goodneſs to me encreaſed con- 
tinually, read me his Letter, and her Anſwer to it : 
ſhe told him, he was to blame in abſenting him- 
ſelf on ſuch a trifling Occafion ; that no one can 
always command their Inclinations, and if his were 


never more out of the Way, it would be very well; | 


that ſhe herſelf had a particular Value for me, as 

I juſtly deſerved ;. that, ſhe had no Thoughts of 
ſending me away, being very ſecure in my Dif- 
cretion: the Letter concluded with e Aſſu- 
rances of the tendereſt Affection. 

Did every Wife behave in this manner, as often 


Jas the Nuptial State lies under a Cloud, Divorces 


would not be ſo much in Vogue in theſe our Days. 
I paſſed almoſt a Year, without hearing any thing 


f the Margueſs : Time and Reflection had, candy 
"at - 8 Paſfion ſo viſible in the ming of 
heſe Memoires. Madame de G — was o fond of 
e, as to make no Diſtinction between her Daughter 
nd. me; e the Maſters, who attended * 


bed 3 ' 
Log] 


and T ſung with ſo much Judgment as to gain the 
Applauſe of all who viſited the Lady. Mademor/elle, 


her Daughter, far from reſembling Mademoi/elle 
D'Elbieux, loved me very tenderly, and was never 
eaſy in my Abſence. Monfieur de G 's love | 


commendable his Intentions might Do I could look 
upon nothing, which came from that Quarter, with 
a very favourable Eye. 

Several of the Company who reſorted to the Houle 
made their Addreſſes to me; but the moſt im- 
portune Suitor was a certain Monfieur Gripart, Far- 


mer General of the Taxes, I rich and 

frightfully deform'd. People may that a 
voung Woman ought to be directed in her Choice 
by Reaſon and not by Fancy; but for my Part, to 
deal ingeniouſly, I could not think Monſieur Gripart 
any other than inſupportably difagreeable. Never- 
theleſs ſome Regard was due to him as he was 
realy in earneſt. Madame de G . aſſured me 
of it, and added ſhe ſhould think herſelf very hap- 
Py if ſhe could make it a Match. *F did not dare 


to enter on the Subject of my Diſlike to him; 
but was in hopes my mean Birth, and the Diſad- 
vantages attending it, would prove a ſufficient Ob- 


ſtacle, without my appearing in the Affair: But | 
the Misfortune was, Monsieur Gripart, Who came 


from nothing himſelf, look'd upon great Extraction 
no more than a lucky Hit, and conſequently did 
not feed upon ſuch illuſtrious Chimeras : Conſidering 
he great ſhare he had in ſome of my Adven- 
ures, it will not be amiſs to draw his Picture 
| He Was of a middle Stature; one half of us | 
ly, as well as half his Face, very different from 
e den It's true; he was not Tuck backe d, but 
as equally graceful, for when he ſtoed as Arait | 
he could, one would 2 he was: ſtooping | 
W Wont up. The Deſcription of his 


Fit was become a paternal Aon, of which he | 
oon gave me very convincing Proofs ; but however 


Countenance will be no 4 Ta 3 b Jos faw 
any thing like it; His Head was an Oval inver- 
2d, the Top of the Forehead making the Point; 
is Eyes inclined to each other in proportion as the 
igure diminiſh'd, and conſequently their lower Parts 
were as much at a Diſtance: His Mouth was made 
rch-wiſe, but inſtead of being turn'd downwards, 
hich is uſual enough, the upper Lip and his Noſtrils 
eem'd to be but one Piece; and when he laugh'd, it 
as impoſſible to diſtinguiſh the one from the other: 
ut both his Lips, contrary to what we generally fee, 
{turn'd inwards ; and his Noſe, proud of it's Pre-emi- 
ence, was puffed up very fiercely on all "Occaſions, 
His Eyes were as big as thoſe of an Ox, without 
ſany Advantage in point of Sight; their Lids were ſo 
ond of each other, phat the y never dae without 
Tears. 
- | The left Eye-brow: was at a conſiderable Diſtance 
from the Eye to which it belong'd, and took in 
at leaſt one half of the Forehead, being turn'd upon 
itſelf; whereas the other could ſcarce be W 
from the right Eye. 
The Height of his Forehead. mull have been ex- 
ſceſſiwe, had not the Border of Eyebrows, we juſt now 
mentioned, form'd an agreeable point of View. The 
[buſhy Perriwig,. which Monfieur Gripart uſually wore, 
| look d like a ſuitable Frame to ſo frightful a Piclur 
This Gallant, juſt ſuch. as I deſcribe him, loved 
ne to Diſtraction: Not a Day paſſed but he made 
e a Viſit; which Liberty, and that of diſcourſing 
with me at Pleaſure, he had taken up of his own 


Time . e he. made any. N e 1 till 
{then I could not believe a Man of his Mould ca- 
e of i Love like other People: 1 Nevertheless, 
rſonal Deformity. is no bar to We Wits: * 
Love; and Inſtanc Wert 
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infinitely preferable to the | Merits: of thoſe,” | whoſe 


perſonal Qualifications have been altogether charm- 
. — > j 8 ES 5 


ing. | 


tunity Whilſt Madame de G was writing ; he 
diſorder in his Countenance 3. © lay by that uſeleſs 


9 
! 


« Tafk, ſaid he, will you never be tired with em- 


© tinued he, I have ſomething to ſay to you, of 
that conſequence, as to deſerve all the Attenſion 
you are Miſtreſs of. | 7d 

Do you know that for theſe eight Months, fix 


| 


you laugh, but this is not a Trifle to be jeſted 


never was ſuch a thing known in the Family be- 


+ fore; the whole Pace of us, from Father to Sn, 


always married without any ſuch thing as Love 


noble a Prerogative. Lill now I never look d at 


ſpective; the Miracle was reſerved for you: That 


ever 1 ſhould. be in Love! T ſpeak the Truth“ 
I could not have believ'd it myſelf, had I not been 
convinced of it by my ſleeping fo ſound ever fince 


I came acquainted with you; before that, I had 
rot time to eat or ſleep, being ſo taken up with 
getting Money; at preſent I eat, ſleep, and now. 


* and then-{pend' a Penny 3 wonderful EffeQts of my 
* Paſſion, enough to ſplit a Rock! What! are 1 


not moved? Well, to conyince you at once III. 
tell you more: You cannot but know, that Intereſt 
is all in all; judge then how much you engrofs- 
* all my Thoughts, by what I am going to re- 


late. The other Day, a Perſon brought me a 


Sum of Money, it was no ſooner counted out, 


moſt contemptible | Aſpect has deſerv'd a Charadier| 


At laſt he declared himſelf, taking an Oppor- 


came up to me, as I was at work, with ſome} 


Pays, and four hours Lhave been in Love with you? 
with. Ihe Duce! a Gripart in Love! why there 3 


in the Caſe: I am the firſt that ever torfeited foi 
a Woman but through the wrong End of the Per- 
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ck id it up my ſtrong Box; the Man 
; | 28 1 * 2 


"T 100. | 


pay me the Nine thouſand five hundred Livres, 


» 
* 


a Sum ! Yes indeed conſiderable, added he; with 


take me, that's more to the. Purpoſe.” 


| of which I cant call to Mind: What I remem- 
ber is, that he compared me to a large Sum, 
| the employing of which was to be his Property; 


© theſe Days I'Il give you the Hiſtory of my Life; 
© why, with ſuch a Sum I made my Fortune. 


© whopaid the Money, waiting for an Acquittance: 
no I thank you; my thoughts were ſo buſy about 
you, I quite forgot that Piece of Form, as well 
© as that I had receiv'd the Money; at laſt, my 
*. Debtor whom I was ſending away without any 
* Acknowledgment, told me he ſuppoſed I was too 
*- buſy to give him an Acquittance: what Acquittance 
©. replied 1; why a Receipt, continued he; a Re. 
* ceipt! cried I; for what? you are diſpoſed to be 
merry, Sir, ſays he, I perceive; it's for the Money 
+ — Oh ! right, faid I, whenever you 


you ſhall have the Diſcharge : at preſent I have 
« Buſineſs, and you muſt leave me; | ſaying this, 
put him by the Shoulders out of my Cloſet... The 
poor Fellow, aſtoniſh'd to ſee me in earneft, and 
© believing I intended to cheat him of his Money, 
© bellow'd like a ſucking Calf; this odd Behaviour 


very heartily at my Abſence of Mind, I gave 
him a Receipt in form; and, that he might re- 
member as long as he lived, that Gripart was in 
Love, I generouſly beſtow'd upon him a whole 
Shilling. The Man was fo ſurpriſed, that he never 
ſtaid to thank me; I warrant you, he thought 
himſelf as happy as a Prince. © 
No doubt on't, replied'T, with ſo confiderable 


A W „ 


A 


Twelve-pence, much may be done. Some of 


© But, let us return to my Love Affair; deuce 
 Monfieur Gripart, embelliſh'd his Declaration! 
with all the Oratory peculiar to a Financer, much 


and he coneluded with faying, he foreſaw 5 


© 1 


awake d me out of my Dream, and after laughing 
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Diſquiet. I called to mind the Beginning of that 


and jumping into my Room. What will yow|. 
give me for my good News. I had wiped my 


ö 


Would be 8 upon him, through the Num- 


ber of Bidders; but that he was reſolved to carry 
his Point at the Sale, and not be ſuch a Tony, 
as to let the Candle burn dut, before he bid his 
laſt Price. 

In the mean time, 1 learfit that this abt 
nary Lover's, Deſigns were carrying on with great 


Earneftneſs : A waiting Woman of Madame de . 


named Che Rina, my boſom Friend, overheat, 


ſome Diſcourſe, of which J was the SubjeR:. * . 


the Match, and his Lady Was entirely bent upe Io 
it, 9, Bus 

I was no ſooner appriſed that the Affair was: 
concluded - upon, but I gave myſelt up to a frightfuF 


Paſſion, once ſo dear to me; I run over all that ever 
the* Mar gueſs had faid and vow'd to me. Heavens ! | 


cry'd I to 1 i is it poffible he ſhould forget it 
long a time, never once to let me 


all; and in 
hear from him ! And yet how much did T con- 
hde in it! Fatal Credulity! Falle, deceitful Men 
A Torrent of Tears ſucceeded ; certainly ig were 
ever ſhed; with greater ſincerity. : 

One Morning when I was brew hel with! 
Reflections of this Nature, Chriſtina came dancing: 


— 


Eyes, hearing her come; but the Marks of my 
Trouble were too fretſh' to be undiſcover'd at firſt: 
Sight. What ails you ſaid ſhe very compaſſionately Fi 
© You have been crying, there is ſomething troubles: 

you, which is kept a Secret from me. Vou are 


> * 


© very croſs, but It come even with you, and wilt 5 | 
know the Bottom of it very ſhortly : At preſent ]- 
© let me tell you, your Mother is in the "TOO 


and is juſt now coming up Stairs. 


This Piece of News, ſo very anexpefed, farpriſed : 
Wc manch and wy, me 1 Joy. To ſee a 


” % 
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nothing extraordinary; yet was much pleas | 
being taken notice of: Vanity is always at hand, 


Noe ater 10 * an "Abſence, . 2 2 
dearing Comfort ! I flip on a Gown, and ran 


to throw myſelf into her Arms. T meet her, fold 
my Arms about her Neck ; ſhe embraces me with 
great Affection. What a Happineſs ! my Siſter 
accompanied her; by turns, I gave them the moſt 
ardent Marks of the Tranſport I felt, and then 
conducted them to my Chamber: Our Diſcourſe 
at firſt, through Eagerneſs, was too confuſed to be 
underſtood. By Degrees I became acquainted with 


our Family Affairs; my Father was in good Health, 


and on his Way hither : Colin had married my 
Siſter out of meer Spite ; I was not a little pleas'd 


| at this News for my Siſters Sake ; the young Fel- 


low had very good Diſpoſitione, and where-withal 
0 make her very eaſy in her Circumſtances. 9 


The and; who always ſhew'd me much 


Reſpect, hearing my Parents were come, ſent a 


| Breakfaſt to my Chamber; I exerted myſelf i in do- 


ing the Houours of the Houſe, finding an infinite 
Satisfaction i * it. Siſter fared at me with aſto- 
Aiſhment. 4 ſaid ſhe, ſhe is no lon- 
ger our 1 this is a fine Lady. How ſhe 
6s dreſt! what Linnen! I had ona Red gown, 

with 


and for thoſe. who have left their home, there cannot 
be a greater Pleaſure than to be ſeen again by their 
Friends genteely dreſs d; but 1 intended to i 


them far more in my beſt. Clothes, 


Do you know, Fenm, * ſaid my Mother after 


| Rreakfatt, © what has brought me hither ; To lee 


you married. That Word made me turn pal 
To whom? not to Colin, there I was fafe ; I coul 
think” of nobedy but Monfieur Cripart. My. Mothe 
faw the Trouble 1 was in. © Is it Joy or Grief, 
© that moves you. thus, ſaid ſhe, you cannot fur 


©. have ſo far forgot the Education I gave you 


Lad to. ſet Las Heart upon NE one? Bc dear 
3 2 
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Mother, anfwer'd I in great Canfalion 7 f 
did not expect any ſuch A 
Well then, I as! the Bearer ther, eontinicd 
* ſhe looking pleaſantly again; I muſt tell you, 
that you are extremely happy, after all that has 
paſſed, to have fallen into this Lady's Hands) 
* She has left nothing unſaid to your Godmother, 
in your Praiſe ; but her laſt Letter has crown'd 
* the Work. The Counteſs ſent immediately for 
ö me, and order'd me hither in all haſte, | tell- 
ing me that Madame de G had provided. 
« a Huſband for you, who would heap Wealth and 
* Honour upon the Family : This is all I know 
of the Matter. 

Juſt as my Mother had done ſpeaking, A Foat: 
man came to let her know that Madame ds G 
muſt ſpeak with her : She went immediately 
leaving mx Siſter with me. 

Her Sentiments in regard to me, were eneirely 
alter d; her Joy at ſeeing me again, and the 
incere Careſſes ſhe beſtow'd upon me, baniſh'd all 
Reſentment of her former Behaviour : Where there 
is a Fund of Good-nature, Iujuries are eaſily for = 

I was not yet ſufficiently acquainted with her, 
to make her my Confident : Nevertheleſs, as 1 had] 
a ſtrong Inclination to know what had paſſe in 
my Abſence, I ventured to ask how the Family did 
at the Caftle ? © The Counteſs, anfwer'd ſhe, is muck] 
© the ſame ; ſhe comes very ſhortly to Paris with 
her Daughter, who has been courted for ſome 
time by Monsieur de F as to the Chevalier, 


nobody knows what is become of him; he i“ 


© rarely ſeen, ever ſince that Affair: It has made 
much. Noiſe, and is variouſly relatd. 
| © Good God ! continued ſhe, how pleas'd was I, 
|» Wl you was ſo well placed! You | 
in the diſcreeteſt Manner poſſible, not to re- 
turn with Colin. Lord! how you would have been} 
pointed at in the Village! To this Hour, 5 


— : | 3 — 
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{6 not mention d. 

Dear Siſter cried I, tell me on n bet 8 
I am thus cenſured, and then I will ſatisfy you 
© how far they are juſt. Vou cannot be ignorant, 
„ replied ſhe, what one muſt expect in all ſuch 
little Places; every Trifle is magnified into an 
* Aﬀair of Conſequence : Neighbours are always 
| « upon the watch, as to what paſſes in the next 
; * Houſe, ſo that nothing eſcapes unobſerved; ; and“ 
if the true Motive is not diſcover'd, a much worſe 
is invented: The Report is, that the Mar gueſs, 
| ©. Mademoiſelle du Parc and you had laid a Def gn 
for your being caried off: They add, that 22 
ſieur le Chevalier being likewiſe in Love with 
Q You, guided by . Jealouſy, diſcover'd the. Plot. 
|<- You are blamed for being the , Occaſion of the 
Duel your two Adrairers fought, by given them 
both Encouragement at the ſame time. All which 
was the more readily believed, becauſe Mademoiſelle 
„ 7 Ehlbieux was heard to ſay that your Coquettry 

with the Men, was to her inſupportable. 
However theſe Surmiſes, through my Mother's 
<. uſual. Diſcretion, began to loſe ground: I he In- 
quiſitive were put on a wrong Scent, by her giving 
out you was gone to one of our Aunts. This 
6 found Credit: But C olin, coming home frighten'd 
out of his wits and ſoundly threſh'd, ſpoil'd. all 
„again, by, the Account he gave of his meeting 
with you; he told every one how much he had. 
t endeavour'd to bring you home, without being, 
|< able to prevail; . that your Head was certainly. 
«-turn'd,; by litening to the nonſenſical Diſcourie 
of the fine Gentlemen; that nevertheleſs he had 
* compaſs' d his Deſign, if the , Maxque/s's curſed 
Valet de Chambre had not 1 that the 
Fellow. muſt certainly deal with the Devil, becauſe, 
c rg. C in s Gun, and his Companion 
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| Chr ber Cudgel, they were both handlef very 
roughly. | 


„% blu was fo enraged in fine, that he talk d mere | 


4 jt has not been known what is become of him. 


0 ſeveral they muſt expect to hear very” fhuruz off 
| and are not at Partie for nothing,” a the. | 


* againſt you than any one, and ſaid he did not 
doubt but the Marqueſs tel go Rn IE 
in the Neighbourhood. | | 
The fame Day that Colin'-came ! with this 
© Story, the Chevalier arrivd; when he was in- 
form'd of what had paſſed, he called for Colin, and 

was ſhut up with him a conſiderable Fime. We 
ſaw him go away foaming like a mad Man; 
« {wearing he would take up Colin's Quarrel, ara 
teach Dubois to abuſe his Tenants. __ 

As for the Marqueſs,” he ſent conſtantly — 
a Week durin en e eee e 
had been found. As ſoon as he was able to 

go abroad, the Chevalier diſappear d; which gave 
room to a great, deal of Tal. For ſome time 


Notwithſtanding theſe. Reports, you are ſtill 


© beluy*d by every one, except Mademoiſelle q Elbieux, 


who lets {lip no Opportunity of falling upon 
As ſoon as ſhe; heard where — 


* ſome: new Adventure; that you are a fly: 


* good reaſon: to: ſuſpe ' D i 
F 5 what have'f, dumwats 

« deſerye-her hatred in this Manner? We _ 
well enough, continued my Sifter : She is ſecret | 
in love with the Marqueſs, and he is as-i 
* ferent on his fide, having no great "Opinion 0 
© her Beauty. She has difborerYy chat 0 owing 
OE DOG me! ſhe is much in the wrong, 

© replied I, overjoy'd to put my Siſter on ic 
Subject: I never could perceive there was any 
' Grounds to think the % ſo fond of me 
* as People imagine. From the Time I leſt the 


* Caſtle, I have not ſo much as —— . 


Li: IL 


— 4h 


. 


— 


of being married very advantageouſly, unleſs your In- 


which moved my Siſter very much. © Here, ſays ſhe, 
' 11 J cannot bear to ſee you in Trouble; I defer'd tell 


be indulge your Paſſion; the Settlement now propoſed 
will be in danger of miſcarrying: Look to it; you 


7 tion d. Had he been ſo indifferent, replied nty 
« Siſter very lily, he would ſcarce have ſent ſo often 
* to enquire after you. But he loſt his Labour; for 
© the Counte/5 expreſsly charged us, not to give him 
any Account of you. Whether he was acquainted 
* with this Order of hers, I cannot ſay; but we have 
never heard any more of him ſince : It was ſaid in- 
© deed at the Caſtle, that he retired into another Coun- 
try, I dont know the Name of it; that his Father 
© had endeavour'd by all poſſible Means to bring 
him to Court again, but without Succeſs 3 and that 
© his Phyſicians, by his own Directions, had adviſed 
the Country Air, that he might ; avoid any further 
Importunities on that Subject. 

This Account revived all my 8 Sentiments for 
the Mar gueſs: a deep Sigh forced it's Way. Ah! 
Fenm, I 1 ſee you are in Love with the Mar- 

© gueſs,” ſaid my Siſter; I cannot blame you; his 
Merit deſerves no leſs: but, have a care how you} 


cannot but ſee the inequality between the Marqucſi 
and yourſelf; on the other hand you are on the Point 


« diſcretion in favour of the Margueſs, - overturns the 
whole Affair. I thank you, replied I, for this good 
Advice, dictated by a fiendly Heart; I ſhall endea-' 
© your. to pur it: in practice and make a Sacrifice of 
myſelf. This was follow'd by a Torrent of Tears, 


ing you I had a Letter, which, notwithſtanding the 
ſtrict Injunctions to the contrary, I ſhall venture to 
95 7 vou. Make yourſelf eaſy then; Mademoz/elle 
Parc put it into my Hand the Night before we 

« came from: home: ſhe is {till fond of you, and, if I 
am not much Miſtaken, has ſent very acceptable 
„Tydings. Dubois often fees her, as I have diſcove- 


28 LG 9 if it is very privately. You'll pardon m 


* * 
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reſervedneſs, N — you reflect on theſe Rea- 


ſons and the Hazard, 1 am _ ae in the Af. 


faire . e 15 1 $3; 
I open'd the Teuer ws great Picnipittions : the 
Addreſs was in a Womans Hand; bur, agreeable Sur- 
briſe! within I diſcover'd the Mas queſs*s writing. I 
bluſh'd and tremblee in J read as follows. 1. 
I Ji are - you, my Shai Jenty 2 W 2 bi 
Mark of my tender Love and Fidelity emen come 
0 your Hands? Heawens! what Anguiſh and 
Torture do J not ſuffer from the cruel Uncertainty' of 
vun Situation Death itſelf cannot be compared with 


bt 2 What has befallen jou? Where are yo? Twould 


have gone to the fartheſt Corner of the Earth, en 


the leaſt Praſpect of fording you; but ſemet hing tells 


favourable Hour : it muſt not be long” in coming, 
Patience is at an End. I conjure you. by. all that 
is dear, if this comes ſafe," to let me hear | from you: 


Nothing elſe can Peli 150 fave a Life =y NY 


tell me ſhe heard ſome body on the Stairs. I put-up 
[ went with a heavy Heart, —_ png 
Fxperiedl vg hear. 4 


vou amends for what, through a Principle of Virtue, 


ü ber 


1 _*making 


e, I am not far from you. Still Ilive in hopes of” 


2 * TY 
Thad: 7 nes time to ge,” the Babe nie my 
Siſter, who ſtood upon the Watch, came running to | 


| 
| 


to you alone. a 
The VWangunes of L. W. 
FL ep 1 1 . £3: YE SE] 11 Fo 


the Letter very haſtily, and bein ſent tfor by the n | 
in Neva 


I am oveyoy'd,: Fenn faid the 1 FRF as| 
ſhe ſaw me, that I have-it in my power to make 


| you heretofore declined. The Proof you then gave 
me of your Diſcretion, is not forgot; and from that 
lenſieur de G and I, were de arm in don 
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4 king your — A Match is agreed on fo 
* you, the Articles are drawn, and I ſent for your Pa 
rents to rejoice with you on this Occaſion- Monfreur 
< Gripart is the Perſon deſign'd for you: his Riehes are 
very conſiderable, and are like to encreaſe; he is 
much in Love with you and will make you happy, 
he has already ſettled Twenty Thouſand Crowns 
© upon you. Is not this a convincing Proof, that 
© Heaven ſooner or later rewards thoſe, who walk: in 
= the narrow Paths of Virtue. 1 
5 Fou make me no Anſwer, Fenny 2 That Bluſh 
= becomes you, and is a Mark of your Modeſty. 
Very true, replied my Mother; but that ought not 
to hinder her from throwing herſelf at your Feet, 
Madam, and thanking you, with the moſt profound 
*\ Acknowledgements for all your F avours. I did fo 
immediately, kiſſing her Hand. © Riſe my dear, faid 
« ſhetaking-me in her Arms; I look upon you as my 
own, and will be at the Expence of the Wedding, 


is there already; his Preſent conſiſts of ſomethings 
* you have ſeen before. As for Mignunne (meaning 


e herown Daughter) to whom you are very dear, as 


“ing of her Pearl Necklace. My Mother, charm'd 
with ſuch Marks of Affection, was at a lo 'how to 
_ expreſs her Gratitude. Juſt at that Inſtant, the Lady 
_ [was informed that Company was coming in. We 
ſretired to my Chamber, whither we were follow'd by 
ſceeveral df the Servants, to congratulate with us upon 
1 ]the good News, e onde Oy AE T 
my affable Behaviour. K 
. The Day following my F — 5 came: ſoch an Al- 
teration in his Daughter was à great grants 


db. rn. ern 


[*:which. ſhall be at our Country Seat. My Huſband] 


'* ſhe has not much to give, inſiſts upon your accept- 


my Siſter told me he even cried for Jop... 
Wb nr following; do which: there were hu 


ot poſſible forme to event it: What reaſon could I 
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_ 
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bition and compleated the Happineſs of our Family ; 


[ heard nothing elle talk'd of: it was only at Night I 
had an Opportuniy to vent my ſighs and bewail my 
Condition. a | 7 

At laſt the fatal Hour came ; on the Day before 
Monſieur Gripart ſent me Jewels to the Value of 
wenty Thouſand Livres. The ſame Day we had 


urhood, and drew a great Concourſe of People from 
all Parts. | | | „ 

The Morning following J was called up at four, to 
be led, a melancholy Victim, to the Altar. They did 


were far otherwiſe employ'd! . 


prompted me to 7 5 the Margue/s with the in- 
tended Eſpouſals; I knew how to direct to him, the 
thing was feaſible. If he really loves me in the man- 
ner he expreſſes, thought I, and has thoſe honourable 
Deſigns he ſeems to hint, it would be no difficult 
matter for him to break off this fatal Match; or, 
ſhould his Intentions be of a different kind, my new | 
Engagement would be attended with lefs regret. - On 
the other hand, Decency diſclaim'd any ſuch Con- 
duct, too forward to become a young Woman well 


a Diſgrace, methought, if I ſhould act thus, and he be 
backward on his part! Lſhould fink under ſuch à load 


pity thoſewho are ſo unfortunate as to lie under a Per- 


on?! 


epair'd to the Caſtle. of C-— the place appointed 
or our Nuptials. The News was ſpread in the Neigh- | 


me the Honour, it's true, to attribute my Uneaſineſs| - 
to the Fear and Apprehenſion, uſual with young Wo- 
men at the Approach of Marriage: alas! my Thoughts 


Two Days before this, I had ſtruggled very hard} 
between the Suggeſtions of Love and Decency. Love| 


educated : it was running after a Huſband. What} 


of Affliction. - No ſooner did I reſolve one Way, 

but immediately I found myſelf inclined to the other. 
Frightful is ſuch a wavering Situation, and much II 
pexity, without being able to come to a Determins “. 


Nevertheleſs, they led me to Church; Maſs being 
| ba f | E5E * 52 ; „„ | 
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- over, * uſual Fxhortation was made; he © SR 
was already begun, Monfieur Gripart had even pro- 
nounced the fatal 7 db When, the Prieſt turning 
to me for my Conſent, a Voice was heard from the 
{Bottom of the Church, crying out, Hold, hold. 
1 The Curate was at a ſtand: every one look'd back. 
A Young Woman made her Way thro' the Croud, 
and coming up to the Altar, defired to ſpeak with the 
Prieſt in private. He took her into the Veſtry, to- 

gether with Madame de oo — and M. Gripart. I 
ſremain'd in my Place, aſtoniſh'd and unable to divine 
the Occaſion of ſuch an Accident. 

In the mean time the People, farprit'd' at wc 
had happen'd, crowded to the Altar. Their eager 
and curious Eyes were fix d on Me. Some faid the 
Bride was very handſome, and worthy of her good 
Fortune; others ſaid, it was pity any thing ſhould 
thwart it ; a Countryman cried, ne” er moin d, he'll ge 
ta Huſband for all this. _ 

At laſt the Veſtry Door open'd: one e of the Church- 
Wardens came to call me; I was no ſooner enter d 
bat the Door was ſhut again. 
| © Your Wedding, Fermy, is put off for the pre- 
* ſent, ſaid Madame de G—, till ſuch time as 
M. Gripart removes a Difficulty made by a Wo- 
© man, to whom, it ſeems, he formerly promisd| 
Marriage. She lives in the Neighbourhood, and} 
hearing he was on the Point of eſpouſing you, | 
has put in her claim by this Perſon. IWa 
3 . indeed, and might have been 
1 * it is better to wait till the Parties 

8 compromis'd the Matter. 

Jam extremely afflicted, Miſs, at What 5 

9 n'd, faid M. Gridart : Youth has | it 

: Follies. 1 had entirely forgot this Prone bo 
this Delay will only 20515 ſurer Work on 

F I am certain the Perſon in Queſtion will "how 

Reaſon. No doubt of it, replied the young Wo 

ns: Who had W our an 8 5 + 
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Occaſion: 


the Wedding, and nothing remain'd that could 
poſſible be any hinderance. > 

The Evening before we were to be certainly 25 
married, we took the Air on a high Terras; it} —_. 
look d upon a Meadow, at the End of which, a- 
bout forty Paces diſtant, was the Road: Th 


her, or 
4 lite , 48+ 4 Tae . $1 5 
« not a Place to argue in, you ſhall go with me 
in my Coach to her. 
and, making a low Bow, retired. - 
We. return'd to the Caſtle; my F ather and Mo-“ 


Concern was to hide my Joy, which, ſeem'd I 
knew not why, to promiſe a Deliverance from 
what J ſo much dreaded. But this did not laſt long: 
M. Gripart jeturn'd the next Morning very gay; 
he had remov'd the Obſtacle, notwithſtanding: 
Avarice, which was forc'd to give way on | 
Money carries all before. it. ay Ap 
prehenſions return'd, my Father and Mother were 
2s much elated. The Day was once more fix'd for 


Company. talked on ſeveral diverting | 
Gripart " dref'd me with his — Courtſhip, 
as I was leaning in a melancholy Poſture, on the 
Balliſter of the Terras, amuſing. myſelf with the 
different Objects that preſented K ks Several] _ 
Horſes, follow'd by a Pack of Hounds, +-paſfed} -- 
ng the Road. This Sight reminded 
me of what had happen'd in the Foreſt of Fun- 
lainebleau, the dear Moment that brought: me firlt} 
acquainted with the Margucſs : 

with Pleaſure on the Proſpect. 
vine all that was to beſal me. 5 
A ſingle Perſon, dreſs'd in Green, trimmed 3 


leaſurely alo 


hat's 
at : ha is 


He preſented her his Hand, 


much down in the Mouth. But my 


Subjects. Nd. 


y Eyes dwelt 


1 [ne to di- EE: 


Gold, came very gently croſs the Meadow, in a 
bye Path at the Foot of the Terras; the Horſe, as 
he Reins lay upon his Neck, taking Advantage 


pf. _ Rider's profound Contemplation, frequently: | 2 
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ſtopp'd to graze. The Gentleman, by his folded 
Arms and Head hanging down, ſeem'd to meditate 
on ſome important Affair. VI 
A Situation ſo exactly reſembling my own, 
made me conſider him very attentively : My Heart 
began to beat ; in viewing his Features as he drew 
nearer, methought J knew him. Alas! it was the 
Marqueſs himſelf : his Image was too deeply en- 
graved to be miſtaken. As he paſſed by the Bal- 
liter where I ſtood, he look'd up and put off his 
Fat: This gave me a full view of him; I was 
no longer myſelf, but {kriek'd out, being ſuddenly 
taken III. | | 
Every one run to my Aſſiſtance: as I did not 
faint away, my Eyes were never off the dear Ob- 
{ject that cauſed my tender Emotion. The Margue/s 
had ftopp'd, hearing me cry out, and looking very 
earneſtly, * Good God ! he cried, tis ſne. Say- 
ing this, he clapt Spurs to his Horſe, and was out 
of — 4 in a Moment. R | 
{ The Company was too buſy about me to ob- 
ſerve what paſſed. NM. Gripart and my Father 
led me to a Room, and laid me upon a Couch. 
As my. ſurprize was the Effect of Joy, it was 
{not attended with any ill Conſequence : I pre- 
ſently recover'd, and felt an unuſual Tranquillity. 
Madame de G — had enquired, when the Marqueſs 
paſſed by, if any one knew that Nobleman ; for 
fuch he appear'd to be, by his numerous Retinue: 
My Father's Common-ſenſe convinced him at once 
he ought to hold his Tongue on this Occaſion : But my 
Mother, either thro* Vanity, or an Itch of talking, 
was not ſo Diſcreet. © Yes indeed, we know him 
well enough, ſhe cried; it's the Margueſs of L. J. 
© who brought our Bride the Gratification, ſo much 
« talk'd of. O ho! replied the Lady; if that be 
< the Caſe, our Wedding is like to meet with an 
| © other rub: I thought our Damſel did not change 

Colour for nothing. Colour me no Colours, : cried 
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"my Father in a: Pet, the Marriage ſhall go on: 


18 12 calls he comes here: 


I ks 


88 I be bound, Madam, for the Performance. "BE: 


© The Margueſs is no Huſband for her. I a 
* mightily Pr replied Madame de Creme, Wi 
what you ſay; but I am at a lo how to Beha 

eee. it is VER W 


It was not long Loſing the ue was inform? 
that a Gentleman deſired to ſpeak with her: 
eaſily gueſs'd who, and from thence was mu 
diſturbed: My F ather and Mother immediately o 

ferved my Looks, which were preſently. fix'd of 
the 'Ground.i M. Gripart coming in at the D 
livery of the Meſſage, cried out, he is welcome, 


Per. | 
After a Quarter 4 an Hour's private Diſcourſe 
with the Marqueſs, Madame de G ſent for nie. 
[ enter'd the Room in a kind of Agony: 


* you have over this Nobleman, to aſſert your ow!1 
Right and the Fortune offer*d to you: He oppol 
* your Marriage, and proteſts he'll leave nothin 
© undone that may prevent it. The Marqueſs wa 
on his Knees before Madame de G ; but leaving 
her, he addreſs'd himſelf to me in the ſame Poſture: 
* Ah! Ferny, have I deſerved, ſays he, to be ande 
the moſt forlorn of Mankind ? -- 


ure ? Faik'd him, with Tears in my Eyes, 
can you expect I ſhould do? I, that am not my 
* own Miſtreſs. In the Name of Goodneſs, leave 
* me, I faid : begone; dont overwhelm a virtuo 
Diſpokition, too much ſhaken by y 


and muſt honour us with his Complny at Sup] 


Come 
g * hither, my dear Child, ſaid ſhe, .employ the Sway] | 


How powerful is a Lover in ſuch a ſabmaillne Poſh 1 
what] 


* Muſt 15 go! replied he: Ah! Miss, is thisx -> 
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5 3 you afford a Perſon Who adores you, 
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never know your Abode, till you was ſecure in 
c 


Affection or Intereſt influences me, in going to 


and that too after fo long an A bſence ! One, who 
lives but for you, from the firſt Moment he ſaw 
your. Face. - Dunes your good Fortune dazzle you, 
ungenerous as you are, and prevail upon you thus 
to ſacrifice me! I have wrote twenty Letters to 
you; and what Anſwers have I received? what 
a one was it you ſent me but Yeſterday ; that 
I ſhould trouble you no more; that you never 
loved me ; and, as a Proof of it, would accept 
of the firſt March that was propoſed ; that I ſhould 


the Arms of a Huſband —= Ah! hold, Sir, I 
cried, I dont deſerve any ſuch Reproach : I ne- 
ver wrote to you 


You never wrote to me ? 


without a Proof of what I fay ? Heavens! this 

is a new Infult ; Can you think me capable of 

< being an Impoſture 7 But I muſt prove my Words; 

this Letter, continued he pulling one out, wil 

* juſtify me. Is this the Eſſay you make, after 
learning to write, Looking upon the Paper, what 
ſhould I diſcover but Mademzi/elle d Elbieux*'s Hand 
Madame de G —— came to look upon it, and 
knowing her Writing, aſſured him of the Truth. 
+ Ah! Madam, faid he, you reſtore me to Life 
Charming Jenny, compleat what this Lady has be- 
gun, by promiſing me not to Marry your new 
* Admirer. As if that, cried I, inturrupting him, 
* depended on me | Is it not to you I owe all 
my Affliction? am I towithſtand a Father and 
* a Mother? muſt I fruſtrate the good Intentions 
ok this Lady? Heaven knows, how little either 


the Altar. Then you will go, replied the 
«* gueſs in a melancholy Voice? You are willing 
* to conipleat your Nuptials and end my Life in 
the ſame Inſtant ? * God forbid ! cried I, redou- 
biing my 'Tears ; It's too dear, Heaven 5 my _ 
3 


Cruel Creature! I am not to be believed then 


* * * — * _- * * * * — 4 ue N 2H 2 


nels. Klass T love you but too well to enjoy 
this Match? what Reaſons would you have me 


[* Paſſion. Anſwer me, cried he, throwing hims- | 
ſelf again at her Feet 
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* any Peace of Mind; nevertheleſs, how can decline 


give for diſobeying my Parents? Your Love for 
me, my Charmer, anſwer'd the Marqueſs. * Ah! 
* where ſuch a Declaration ſufficient, replied I, with 
how much pleaſure could I make it. Tis enough, 
* *tis enough, my Charming Jenny, cried the Mar- 
* queſs. Pardon, Madam, my Tranſports; your 
* Countenance tells me, my Situation moves you 

to Compaſſion: I have already acquainted you | 
with the Purity of my Intentions ; do you believe 
me, and will you perform your Promiſe ? Speak :| 
you ſee this lovely Creature does not diſown her | 


Heaven! ſhe heſi- 
tates: what am I to expect! Will nothing leſs 
* than the laſt drop of my Blood prevail upon 
* yout 7+ . pt 7 * 
5 How much you perplex me, my Lord! an- 
ſwer'd Madame de G—— after ſome pauſe. * By 
what Means can an Affair, ſo far advanced, be 
broke off? It's true, NM. Gripart is your inferior 
in point of Birth, nevertheleſs he is a Perſon of 
ſome Diſtinction in the World. He is our Friend | 
what Colour then can we give to out Refuſal? On 
the other fide, Jenny is truly dear to me. 4 
thouſand things occur at once. Your Honour, 
* nothing can ſurpaſs, I believe: Your Word, in- 
* violable, without doubt: Nevertheleſs, you muſt 
own, my Lord Marque ſe, that your Father can 
* never be brqught to approve of ſo unequal a Match: 
* he has . explain'd himſelf on that Subject, 
and would never forgive me, did he ſuſpet me 
capable of giving the leaſt Encouragement in an 
Affair of this Nature. The moſt 1 can poſſibly. 
* do, is to fulfill the Promiſe, my Compaſſion ex- 
* torted in your behalf: I'Il find means of defer- 


* . 
3 


' ing this Wedding eight Days longer, during * =_ 


— 


Time do you endeavour to break it off, without 
drawing any ſufpicion on Femy. * Saying this ſh 
left the Room, I was about to follow, but the Mar 
gueſs ſtoppd me. Re RE arg 
Stay one Moment, ſaid he with a forrowfi 
diſtracted Air, © unleſs you will ſee me dead a 
your Feet! Can you abandon me thus to dill 
pair? Good God! * replied I, terrified at ſeein 
him in this Condition, what can I do? Wha 
anſwer would you have me make to the Reaſon 
* you juſt now, heard alledged? That you fligh 
them all for my fake, faid he, and declare againſſ 
© this deteſted Match. How ! continued I, would 
you bring my Character in Queſtion with Per: 
ſons to whom I am ſo much obliged. Far from 
* it, cried he, your Reputation is dearer to me than 
„Life itſelf; I would not, for the World, be the 
| © Occafion of your Ruin. I am ready to marry you 
1*< myſelf; receive my plighted Troth, my ſolemn 
Vows; I call Heaven to Witneſs, I will marry 
© none but you! This has all along been my De- 
* ſign, and I only waited a favourable Opportunity 
©* to convince you of it. I have a Father, it's true; 
but if you will conſent to make me fo happy, we 
may be eaſily married without his knowing of 
it: He is advanced in Years, - and cannot live 
long; though God forbid, I ſhould deſire his Death 
J would ſooner dye myſelf. Iam even unwill- 
ing to give him the leaſt Uneaſineſs, and for that 
© Reaſon. propoſe being married privately. - If you 
Love me l do love you, cried I alas! beyond what 
can be expreſs'd. But, my Lord, Pl never con- 
« ſent to ſuch a Marriage to gain the World. I 
© love you, again I repeat it; do you aſk a Proof? 
{P11 difobey my Parents, if it's neceſſary; yes, 
continued 1, redoubling my Tears; I'll ſet every 
one againſt me, but, that is all you muſt expect. 
What! cried the Marqueſs with great Emotion, 
will you refuſe me, do you ſuſpect my Protefia- 
e 5 | tion 
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tions, can you think me ſo perfidious a Villain * 
No, no, replied I, interrupting him, 1 have an 
entire Confidence in you, and am fully convinced 
what honourable Sentiments you are pleas'd to en- 


' tertain in my Regard, and by conquering the Weak- 
© neſſes my Paſſion inſpires me with, will, in ſome 
* meaſure, deſerve them. My Honour is all I poſ- 

© ſeſs: in the Name of Goodneſs, do not ſeek it's 

Ruin, nor tarniſh it by ſuch Propoſals. * I had no 

ſooner ſaid this, but I ran away as faſt as poſh- 
ble. Madame de G , Who had over-heard 

us, ſtopp'd me: come into this Room, fays ſhe, 

© I have ſomething of the greateſt Conſequence to 

* impart to you: ſhe lock'd the Door upon us; 

and making me fit down, ſpoke in the following 
| Manner. Es 
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Shall never forget the Proofs, you have, in my _ 

hearing,. juſt now given of your Diſcretion, con 
tinued Madam de G—— ; when we have mord 
Leiſure, I ſhall expreſs my Satisfaction; in the 
Time, let me exhort you never to- ſwerve from 
fair a Path. Whilſt my Ear, attentive to y 
tender Converſation, enjoyed the Pleaſure of 
Scene, wherein Virtue triumph'd. over Love; my 
Eyes, fix'd on the Park, where ſtruck with th 
Sight of ſeveral People in motion: aſtoniffi 
to ſee Strangers paſſing backward and forward 
I placed myſelf at the Window, ſo as not to b 
ſeen ;. judge of my ſurprize, when I obſerved amon 
five, or fix Horſemen, a Livery belonging to one 
whoſe Name will make you tremble: a Park“ 
Keeper led the Way, and open'd them a Door inte 
the Green-Houſe..  Aﬀter this he diſcours d awhile 
with a Perſon in laced Cloaths; I tremble to think 
it muſt. be the Chevalier d'Elbizeux ; that Wretc 


ed Deſign——Ah ! Madam, cried I ranking 25 
am ruin'd unleſs you ſtand my Friend ! your Cond - 
jectures are but to well grounded: what you ſay, 


hs certainly got Intelligence where yon are, ane 
hurried on by his brutal Appetites, has ſome wiek gf 


reminds me of ſomething that gave me no ſmall un - 
eaſineſs. It was with Difficulty I put it out of my 
Head ; only laſt Night, Madam, continued I as _ 


well as fear would let me; I heard a Noiſe at m 
Door; I waked your Chambermaid but was obli- 
ged to ſpeak pretty loud firſt. Upon this a Voic 
which I am ſure I have heard before, ſaid, #; 
muſt retire. I was terrified and crept cloſe 


f 


Label, but ſhe only laugh'd at my Apprehenſion, 


laying it was only ſome of the Servants who had 


been at the Alehouſe whilſt the Family was in 


oe ey 


"E120 | © — 


\ 


fecollect what has already paſsd between thoſe two 


S whilft it is practicable? Good God? WI di 
= "CF 
Madame de G— interrupting me ? Beides yo 


| [People I have ſeen. It's true; now LIchin o', 


vho heard me with great Attention, that there 


uffer him to ſtand neuter God God, Madam, 


I muſt approve of your Propoſal, as it is the ont) 
ffor this Village, des not only inconſiderable. 5 


ed, and _— me ſpeak, were afraid of being 
diſcovered. But for all ſhe could ſay, I remained 
very much frighten'd, {till fancymg.I heard the ſam: 
Noiſe. I eaſily imagine, replied Madame de G 


e have been over night a Deſign of carrying 
von off; but the great Company at Supper, and We 
Raid very late, migkt oblige them to defer it: thi: 
is a troubleſome Affair, and I am at a Loſs how 
to diſappoint their Enterpriſe 3 ; it's well the Mar. 
zue, is ſtill here; he is fully ſufficient to curb their 
nſolence, and his Intereſt in the Affair will ot 


iced” I, take Care; he muft not know thüt the 
Cheontic:iis here, if it be he; be pleaſed to re. 


Rivals, and the dire Reſentment they bear, to each 
other Heavens! What have 1 done to deſerve ſo 
much Cruelty at yeur Hands ! This Exclamation 
was attended with a Flood ef Tears: But, continued 
I, alarm'd at the Danger Which ſurrounded me, 
bwould-it not be beſt for me to make my Eſeape, 


you go, my dear Child, my dear Child 


annot imagine but we are obſerved: N evertheleſ⸗ 
xpedient for peventing the i intended Miſchief; 
nnot afford one Man wh will face any f 


dere is a Place of Security, not far off, here 
ou would be welcome; but beſides he Cheval 
Spies, 1 apprehend the Marguy/s himſelf will oppoſe 

he Execution of ſuch a Deſign ; he is far from 
atizfied in the Situation, wherein“ you left 8 
he muſt fee and talk further with'yous Lovers 
think they have never ſaid all: and as if 2 Ob 
, eee M. . ee 
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| for us. That ſigni- 
fies nothing, 4 Madam, cried 15 tell me but the 
Place, where you ſay I ſhall be ſafe from theſe 
Purſuits, III run any hazard to reach it. The 4. 


55 of a Monaſtery about two Leagues from hence, 


your Relations are all waiting 


replied Madame de , is my particular Friend, |”. 
and owes her Fortune to me. Dear Madam, cri-| © 


ed I kiſſing her Hands, order ſomebody to conduct 


do you acquaint ' M. de G———what has happen'd, 
whilſt I join the Company, ad put the beſt. Face 
can on the Matter. When you have contrived 


I'll flip away, or feign an Indiſpoſition, which will 
rot be ſuſpected after my fainting Fit; they will 
imagine I am in my Chamber and conſequently 


me thither; every Moment is precious, I tremble 3| 


the Means for my Eſeape, upon the leaſt Item, 


make no Inquiry; as for the Reſt, I have been 
uſed to riding, and if a Horſe be provided at t 


you appoint for my Guide. 
cryed Madame de G taking me in her Arms, 
how ingenious is a virtuous Mind; your Scheme is 


* 


depend upon it, you will always find a Mother in 


your Behalf. Indeed, Madam, replied I with 
Tears in my Eyes, I will ſooner forfeit my Life, 


you, added I, crying very heartily. No, nd Jenny, 


are ſe tled will bring you back, dry up you Tears 
and let us not loſe one Moment. 
Madame de G 


thrown open on a ſudden; it was the Marqueſs : 
he faſtened the Door after him, looking upon us 


has paſſed, Madam, cried he addrefling himſelf to 
SER ot od Mido: bn: x oo 


8 
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End of the Village, I ſhall eaſily join the Perſc 8 31 
Ah ! Tenny, Fennys\%, if 


oc...” 


perfectly well concerted and will, I hope, ſucceed; 


than my Reputation; but alaſs ] Lam going toloſe| 


replied Madame de G, I ſhall ever be a tender | 
Parent to you, Ill come to fee you, and when things 


| | | * 5 8 
— embraced me and we were on 
the Point of leaving the Room, when the Door was 


with Diſtraction in his Eyes. 1 have heard all that 


2 


me, your Virtue, at once charms and intereſts me in 
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the La 7 3 there is a Deſign to rob me of If amy; 

oat you muſt take my Life firſt; alaſs l what have 

done to deſerve fuch Treatment! Heavens f cannot 

my wretched Condition move your Pity ! ſaying 

_ he threw himſelf at the Lady's Feet, and took 

ze by the Hand, aſſuring us both, that I ſhould not 

go away, let what would! V and that if ve 

did not immediately promiſe as as much, he ere 
wt himſelf dead at our Feet. | 


The Apprehenfion for my Leers Life the Dan 


ger he would be expo#d''1o, in meeting with the 
— ier, who might every Moment ſurpriſe us 
open a tragical Seene, embolden'd me to act in 
a manner far different from my Inclinations and 
aſual Behaviour. Riſe, my Lord, ſaid I, looking ted: 
| _ on him, with a diflembled Anger, and if you 
frealy love me If I leve your ungrateful Creature! 
replied the ſorrowful Marque; Is this the firſt Time? 
how well convinced ought you to be? what I have 
ſuffer d I ask it as a Favour, continued I in the 
ame Tone, that you would hear me without Inter- 


= a punttual Compliance - with what Jam going 

to propoſe, J ſhall look upon ſuch a Deference #3 
\coffyincing Proof of whit you have ſo often-vow'd; 
therwiſe, you muſt expeEt no return from me: call 
xeaſon to your Aſſiſtance, without it, Love is but 


ruprion, and; fince I may depend on your Affection 


Folly: I ſhould be unworthy” of the Reward you 
expreſs for me, and what you ſeem to Propoſe, dic 
| 15 blindly- follow the Dictates of your Paſſion ;- ſoon- 
er or later, you would be the F Firſt in making me 
[repent my Weakneſs- The Intentions you have 
declared in this -Lady* 5 Preſence, leave me no room 
to doubt of your Eſteem, the greatneſs of which 
Honour I am fully ſenſible of; but the more you 0 
[baſe yourſelf in my behalf, the more 1 ough 
to riſe above myſelf: She is no longer 2 the 
Country Laſs, 5 ſpeaks to you, but a 


" 


er an, ink 


{fri el by the Honours this Lady has conferd pol 


Fg __ her, and elevated far aborg. hex Birch 5 wh 
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ſerves Bertif cer / ſuck Tema: as you 
il one Day — of, and who, thre'\# Diſin⸗ 
reſtedheſs not very common, ſacrifices to you'ls 
reſent Bſtabliſhment,: for an: uncertain one to coe 
r who can aſſure me that your will net change 
our Mind bereafter in regard x one who has Ks. 8 
hing but her Virtue to bathance the Wretchednels 
vf her) Birth. 1 am engaged to M. Grips, and 
morrow I muſt receive him for a Haſband a 
onaſtery is the only Means" left mez te ward off 
tho+Blow you dread fo much, and to prove ho! E. 
rely! Tam yburs Would you therefore by an un- 
ſeaſonable Oppoſgion, compleat a Marriage, which 
muſt ſeparate us for ever? The Cloyſter will be an 
N Pretext, and, by declaring a Voeation|” 
of a pr om to A, may with Credit break 
thro. the ments Ham under: Can you be | - 
buresg gg e a aß to oppoſe a Project, entirely for d 
to obli ige'y you alone 2 This, my Lord, owt ad 
to ſay, I ſhalt argue no longer: bat of ſolemnly de- 
dare, continued I In a very poſitive Manner, if you] 
will not agree to ſuch pro er-Methods, and retire | 
from henee'this very Moment, Fam refslved to mar-| 
ry: M. "Gripart; and never fee your Face mere. Jo 
Saying this, I tuͤrmd my Head afide leaſt my 
Tears ſhould betray me. The Marqueſs vole quite 
aſtoniſhed, feiz'd my Hand and Bath'd it Wick his 
Tears. How dängerôus is a Man beloved, When ne 
appears in ſueh an Attitude! A virtaous young]. 
Woman ſhould never look on ſuch a Spectache 
and it was happy for me, that ſo reſpected - * Per 
5 Macau de G. was preſentz-otherwiſe, my| 
Heart would have ſon recalbd what my Virtde had N 
advaneed. On fuck Occaſions, flight is our m- 
pleateſt Victory I forced my Way, and ſhut my“. 
ſelf into . Cloer, The Lady at laſt appeasd *thej- | 
Marque}s"; Promifin to ſend him an Account of me 
and behaved Ton Ito him; that s ſter expreſſing : 
N ebene "Ow Sin — * ra 
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he retired. . My Heart was attentive to all he ſaid 
and ſhared his Tranſports. Ah Love if thou doſt 
afford ſome Sweets, thy Pains are-cruel:! My Lover 
was no ſooner gone, but all my Reſolution vaniſned: 
J run over every Syllable he had utter'd, and the 
Weakneſs. I am going to acknowledge, is at leaſt a 
Ballance to the lofty Airs I - juſt now aflumed ; I 
have my Choice, whether to divulge it or not, for 
no one can contradict me as to what paſſes in my own 
Breaſt; hitherto I have conceal'd it, but in en- 
tering upon theſe Memoirs 1 profeſs d Sincerity, 


fand am reſolw'di to keep my Word; beſides it 


may perhaps be of ſome ſervice to young Per- 
ſons of my own Sex, for whoſe. Benefit I write theſe 
Memoirs, to be let into the Methods, I was ſo 
{fortunate as to put in Practice for curbing the 
Vivacity of Inclination; a Rock, on which they are 
frequently caſt away, and which cannot be avoided, 


”» unleſs, not only ſure Guides in the Paths of Virtue be 


conſuited, but all Occaſions. are carefully ſhun'd, 
Jof calling to Mind ſuch deluding Ideas. Excuſe the 

Digreſſion; thoſe who think it tedious, would do well 
ſto skip it, the Book will be the ſooner read. 
| As ſoon as Madame de G was rid of the Mar- 

weſs, ſhe went to her Huſband: the Account ſhe 
gave, ſtartled him; he was of the ſame Opinion that 
it was highly neceſſary to remove me; a' truſty Ser- 
vant, according to his Direction carried me that ve- 
ſry Evening, unperceived by any cne, to the Mo- 
maſtery of St. N- „ were I was curteouſly re- 


The continual Diſquiets I had undergone, haraſs d 
me too much to think of any Supper. Being deſirous 
of going to Reſt ; I was conducted to a neat little 
Chamber, and preſently went to Bed, . abandoning 
myſelf wholy to Grief, The greater Part of the 
Night, I ſuffer'd cruelly, the 1/argueſs, preſent to 
my Imagination, ſeem'd ſtill to lament himſelf 
at my Feet; 1 comforted h'm in a Language, a” 
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reprogch' d ans: veith my 
could Taddreſs c Ai . Tears: and the 


far different from what I mentionell before... 5 
happy wauld he have thought hinvelf; - SY he 

been by! -1\- blamed: myfelf-.for not She 
the tendereſt Proofs af ny Affection. Thate wl of 

know What Love is, will eaſily enter into my Con ? 
dition, and innſt ohm ſuch a Night to have hee 
very frightful;; "The Opprefiione I labbur'd under 
at laſt gave place te a Broken, terrifying Bleep 


aiſing from my preſent. Circumſtances; I Dream 


of nothing but Rapes and Duels: Methougbt the 
Marqueſs, over power d by the furious Cher bn wth 


{his laſt Breath proteſts his Love. 0 Heavens! 


am ſeiz d by —— Conqut uri: This Dream was Ac 
lively that d. ſtarted out of my Klee wits flow . 
Shrielk-; 121 42211. 131 2 3 28 

Ihe Sun tas already: above the We 
into my All f eaßt n melancholy: look an the ſeue 
ral: Ge eee mee a large wander 


Cruciſmi with a Death's Head at 108 Feet, malle 
me ſhudder3 la Tament of Teats enſued Whe 


the Hiband) is @ppreſs'4 every; Thing aſfeng it 35 i: 


devot RefleBtion: terrified me; methought ia. nei 


bed Gods arhaft Suffe e re day weprłſented 


nels. Klas what | 


were very plenti ful. I 8 f:ar: dis go 


of the Cracks, I--call'd upon God, antini! 


me. W muſt 3 when long aſſaulted; II 
n he ano 2 een 1 


Affliction abate - methaaght he poker aching 
me that Patience of which he OWA him. 
perfect an Example. \Eook ing: tawards ae Enid cf 00 
my ' Chamber; a: Ricture of Hei wherein Mull 
tades of Devils twere:: repreſentad: tormenting the 
Damned;:Rruck; a Terror into me; I turned a π ] n 
my Eyes fromaſo hideous a Sight. Alas! methonght, 
Ichalb ene Day fall a prey to theſe Enemies of- 1 
kind ,: if I continue: thus to follow the Bent of x 
Inclinations ur Curate's Exhortations came f 
into my Mind; Ipray' d- to God to have Marth es 


— 
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"| grew faint, and threw myſelf into Bed again, pall 


| cient Nun coming in, dear Miſs, how have y 


| good Nun without giving me any Anſwer z-you'il 


Chamber; the firſt Duty of the Day is to offer 
our Hearts to God; ſomebody will come for you 
lin a Quarter of an Hour. Saying this ſhe left me, 


_ myſelf all at once, to ſave time expecting 
0 


Soul; and may I not reſerve a little Love for 3 


ling the Clothes over me; I ſhiver'd, 
as the Idea of my Lover offer d to reaſſume its uſua 
Sway, I drove it from me with great Earneſtneſs, 
looking from Time to Time on the Crucifix, as 
ſalutary Antidote againſt ſuch a deluding Poiſon 
Part of the Merning was ſpent in this Manner 
when my Chamber-Door open'd: Aue, ſaid an an 


reſted ; what not up yet? Madame de G=———i 
below in the Abbeſs's Parlour, who has ſent for you. 
Good God | cried I tranſported at ſuch agreable 
News, how long has ſhe been here? how does ſhe 
do ? What does the ſay I ask'd a thouſand Queſ- 
tions at once. Put on your Clothes, replied the 


know all by and by, you are waited for; but be- 
ſure you ſay your Prayers before you leave your 


continuing her Beads very devoutly, I jump d out 
of Bed very haſtily, ſaying my Prayers and dreſ- 


ear of the Marqueſs. How ſmall a Matter dries 
"Pp a Fit of Devotion, founded only on the Sally 
of a Paſſion. Madame de Gs Arrival replaced 
the Margueſs in my Heart. But, my God, faid | 
with an Air of Confidence, I love thee with: all my 


Man, whoſe Intentions tend to nothing but what 
is lawful > I began to think myſelf not ſo very much 
to blame; my Heart was buſied in regulating theſe 
Things ſaitably to its Inclinations, when another Nun 
whoſe beautiful Countenance was exceedingly amia- 
ble, came into my Chamber a gy in a very 
engaging Manner, ſhe was come for me. G0 
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you; I am apt to think you 


ſalute your worthy 8 


onaſtery. Alas! you are not the only one. 1 
K d earneſtly at her, finding a Comfort in what 
e ſaid; but ſhe caſt down her Eyes, and ſeem'd 
exed with herſelf, for ſpeaking her Mind ſo freely. 
here are Perſons, the firſt Sight of whom gains 


ur Affections ; this handſome Nun was one off 


hat Number; I embraced her with great 'Ten- | 
erneſs, after which we went down Stairs. 
When TI came into the Abbeſs's Parlour, I ran | 
ily, without Reflection, t Madame de G 

ho was at the Grate: Good: morrow, my Dear, 
ad that good Lady; but you ought firſt to 
ä ior, ſhe is of a ſweet 
iſpoſition; I have ſpoke to her in your Behalf, 
nd ſhe is willing to take the Charge of your Eduta- 
tion. Struck with this Harangue, which boded} 


her Hands; ſhe embraced me bidding me not to- 
Cry (for the Tears ſtood in my Eyes.) She never 
was among Religious People before, ſaid: ſhe, I per- 
ceive ; ſhe is frighten'd, but Uſe will. make it cafy. 

Pardon me Madam, I cried thinking ſhe meant 


that I had no Religion, I love God with all my 
Heart, I dont doubt it, anſwer'd the Abbeſs with 
a Cough of a quarter long; I believe you are 
very Devout and very Virtuous : She is a very | 
good Girl, added Madame de G=—\,the Air of a 
Convent is not very a ble at firſt, but there 
are many Things which require Patience and Re- 
flection; but more of that another Time. Saying 
this ſhe wink'd upon me, as much as to ſay, ſtay | 
til we are alone 1 have a great deal of News. 


The Abbeſs having maſter'd her Cough, with 
Plenty of Mellows and Liquoriſh to looſen her husky 


Lungs ; began to open again and make a Confidente 

f her old Friend Madame de G, concerning | | 
ll the little Animoſities on foot in the Convent 3 
© gave her a long Detail of the various Humours | 


** 


* 


e no Good, I turn'd to the Abbeſs and kiſsd“ | 


1 TRI” 


and ren Intereſts among them Would wn 
ame ſaid ſhe very n thinleing of 
weak Breaſt, that the Director, sur dear Father, | 
— had always been my —— that he Would 
ſbehave with great Colfneſs td me Surprizing} 
the very firſt I ime E pH pPpitf vd it, employ'd Me. 
ther Gertrude, in whom! IL; haue an entire Conf. 
dence, to ſind dut the Reafon!:rColld : you imagine, 
my dear Lady, what I themdi ſtouer d d That he 
as: grown wer) intimate with MotherSt. TI uin, Ml. 
ho, whilſt in the World, as well as here, you | 
know, never, loved me now Judge! whenee the 
m—_— comes. Nevertheless, 'God is my Witneſs, Ml. 
made a Sacrifice of my Reſentment, it being} Il | 
ee, as Ahbeſs (unworthy,] to make her 
enfible of it; inſtead of that, continued the grotvin 
armer and thumping the Beard, I have prom 
her to the beſt Offices in 'the-Comniumity, er 
hat of Freaſurer; Judge now, Freafürer ) fo con! 
ſiderable; that in one: Point the: may controul the 
irrt herſelf. She ib Wey Sbrhrng; wcnn L haue 


— 


3 in my Breaſt. That Word was very 
| „Paſſon mtter'd it, while: Charity was for- 
pots | [its 'true every Invective WAS) qualified: with: a, 
od: forgive. me; but ſtill, he it a1. ery Serpent) 
vas the Burden of the Song. To rob me of the 
Friendſhip of our Director, our Father, ſuch a Fa- 
{her ! he chat abſolyes us; puriſies us and con- 
ducts us to Heaven f do you apprehend the: great 
Ga r * n hall never be 
Comforted. [1098 9 to Sto 119 ; 64; | 
This See en vhiah from my longing: 10 | 
alone with Madame de” G —, became inſup- W | 
portablv tedious, was fortunately interupted by 2 
Nam's coming in with her Vai over her Face, I | 
at her enterance ſhe bow'd to the Ground and rhei 
| 
| 


kiſsd the Abbefs's Hands Who-very dey outly: ems 
| [braced! her Head, telling her ts put up her VaIl 
Ne eee ee iI 


at ** a a ak 


9 a 9 — 


1. 


have with me; dear e ol the Abbe? b 

The Nun began to wh n | 
certainly thought we were deaf, Fi the ſpoke 10 
loud that 1 Pease every Word. Mighty well „ re- 
plied the Abbeſs, I am coming 3 do you ſtay for 
tad on the Stairs. Would you believe, faid he ad- 
drefling herſelf to Madame de G—— 
doing ? there is another Cabal on F bot, I am told 
Three of the Aneients and the good Father Pirector 
are now plottitis b. ae me in Ho Trinity Parlour 3 
there is £ private from whence I can overhear 
them, unleſs my continual Coughing does not ſpoil 
all ; but Heaven will ſupport me. Adieu, Mum, 
you ſee the Conſequence. a5 ing this the Abbels 


retir'd, giving me alittle Pat as: She : pals'd by, and 
muttering Frherhiug „ Si. 


| 
ſoon as we were alone; let us take this Oppottunity 
the Abbeſs has given us, to whom, what 1 have to 
ay to you muſt 
ruin'd, were it known you are the Canſeof. what 
has hap em d laſt Night. Reſolution is requiſite, my 
Dear, the News 1 bring will not be ve  agreable, | 
but rather far from it. Here ſhe pausd a while to. 
recolle& herſelf. This melancholy Prologue went 
to my Heart, and ſcarce left me ſtrength to hear che 
80 89 Phe, WAUCh. ſhe related in the following 
/or 4 
You had ſcarce left y Houle, continued Madame: i 
e 4—, When M. 955 art. came to me in 21 : 
ent Hurry. What's this 1 hear e ſaid he? 
had le to have been fnely bu bbled here; chanced 
o overhear two Footmen talking 
Fark, otherwiſe my Market ER haye been made 
n a very notable Match truly! Would any one have 
belieyed that ſhe could look ſo demure, and 55 mar- 
2 Huſband and retain her Gallant 1 has — 
yſelf with the Thoughts of making her LR bi 


„What they arei _ | 


Come near, Jenmy, ſaid Madame d re nn 1 


a proſound Secret; we ſhould be | | 


ether in the 


ut thank — Sam, T am vey —— as to that * | 


* 
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ticular; theonly Thing which gives me any unea- 
meſs, is Madam, that you, who know how much 


am your Friend, could ſee me thus impoſed-upon, | 


peing no Stranger, in all probability, to this Couu- 
ry Girl's Behaviour. Whoever thought it ſo eaſy 
fo gull me, were much miſtaken ; for I would have 
the World know that the Griparts were never taken 
nyet, and what's more, never will ; and whenever| 
Lam Fool enough to commit Matrimony, I'll war- 
fant beforehand the Succeſs of my Choice. 
A ſmall Digreflion muſt be excus'd; for it would 
ot be fair, to let any of the Heroes in this Hifto- 
make their Exit, without communicating to the 
Reader their various Fortunes. As to This, he proy'd 


iſs Fanny —— the Ticket ſuffices. Her Cunning 
vas ſuch during M. Gripart's Courtſhip, that he ne- 
per ſuſpected her Virtue, and Fortune was fo favou- 
rable to her, that though ſhe was in keeping to the 
y Wedding Day, he never diſcover'd it; nay it 
might always have gemained a Secret to him, if 
her ill, unguarded Conduct after Marriage had 
not e, from him, notwithſtanding all his Pre- 
ntion in her Favour, an Acknowledgment of his 
ed Deſliny. In his firſt Tranſports, he raved 


like a Madman, beat her, and confined her, as he | 


aid, for Life. However his Anger abated, and in 
teſs than a twelve Month, he brought his Wife 
home again, but quite another Woman; her Con- 
inement had afforded Leiſure for proper Reflexions 
ſon her former Behaviour; and ſhe is at this Day a 
Pattern to the. beſt of Wives. 1 
Let us return to what Madame de G—— Was 
relating to me. In ſpite of all I could fay to M. 

ripart, continued ſhe, he went out diſſatisfled, got 
into his Chaiſe and went away murmuring. My 

nſband in the mean Time had put every Body 

e had under Arms, to protect us in cafe of 20. 


> Prophet, for in a few Years he married the noted 


a A _ * 5 7 ; . * 8 
ttack ; but it prov d an unneceſfary Precaution 45 | 
=P * M D 22 ont 7” 5 


n LET ee 
a BL 8 
N XA OS a; 1 — 


n 
= ed 


—— 


3 ns ay 


| N 2 h ö 


to our Houſe, Chance diſpos'd of things otherwiſe 
and it was ſaid, there was no foreſeeing the Mis 
fortune that was to happen. 
The Marqueſs of L. V. was no ſooner retired 
which, notwithſtanding all I told him to the Con! 
trary, he did with ſo little Precaution, pretending 
the Servants by the Chevalier D' Elbieux, knew hig 
Livery, that they acquainted their Maſter, who was 
highly 1 at it, imagining that under the A 
pearance of marrying you to M. Gripart, the 
intended to make his Rival happy: with this Pre 


foſſeſſion he haſtily quitted his Poſt; and entered t lie 


Court of the Caſtle with his Attendants Sword ir 
Hand. He furiouſly demanded the Marqueſs anc 
ſtriking a Terror into thoſe he met, obliged them tc 


| fhew Which Way he went. The Fright into which 


he put a Shepherd was the Reaſon of his being 
wrong directed as to the Read your Lover took 
and that he purſued the Road M. Gripart had tak 


en. The Chevaker who: went full "Gallop, wa 


not long before he came up with a Valet 4 
Chambre, . to the Finaucer, who was fol 
lowing his Chaiſe at ſome Diſtance. ©, _ © 


* 


perſu d his Way; Gripart at the Report of the 
Piſtol looked out of his Chaiſe, and ſeeing his e 
fall, thought they were attack d by Thieves: he 

immediateh/ got out of his Vehicle, and thro' Fear 
fell on his Knees in the Middle of the Road; with] 


ner for Mercy and his Life. The Chevalier de 
Elbieux in his Fury rode over him without the leaſt] 
Regard to is Intreatiſes, thinking to ſind the Mar- 

(queſs in the Chaiſe : as ſoon as he was got within 


D'Elbieux was ſurpriz d to the laſt Degree, when 
looking into the Chaiſe, he did not meet with what 


The Chevalier begin the Tragedy, by fetchi bd}: 
him down with one of his Piſtols, after which, c 


his Purſe in his Hand begging in a ſuppliant han. 


Reach, he diſcharged his Piſtol, the Ball went this| 
the Vehicle, and ſhatter'd the Poſtillion's Shoulder. | 
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fought. RN Far I himſelf miſtaken, and his 
Rival eſcaped. The Way being narrow he once 
more rode over the unfortunate « part, now quite 


| 855 led: but he ran on his own Ruin; the Tine 


ol Vengeance was come, Heaven was going to puy- 
ik him for all his wicked 3 1 


gently Home, like achagrin'd 777 7 awaked fro 
155 Melancholy, with the Noiſe of Piſtols, and | ay 


{ ed his Horſe with Precipitation towards the Place 


from whence it came. O heavens! he cried, Fen- 
is on the Road, can this be any ming ae 


tor what is dear to vs, and apt to recall to our 


Minds the moſt tragical Events. The, 4 
ve 


ſtruck with this Idea, entered the Road we hay 
Juſt now mentioned full Specd ; he was tog well 


acquainted with the Chevalier 4 Elieux to miſtake 
| 0; an empty Chaiſe, the Peaſants flving and 
imploxing Succour, the lamentable Qutcries of maim- 


ed Gripart. two Men laid upon the Ground, all 


E | this ſeem'd. to intimate to him a. ſecond Rape. As 
| - | tod'EBjeux he had the fame Opinion of the Margueſ| 
1 ho ht him too earneſtly to avoid him: his ei- 


to be d made him forget his Piſtal 


q = Was  diſcharg'd, and he faced his Rival with it un- 


loaded in his Hand: Thou ſhalt not eſcape, eries he, 
3 came up. to him, pulling the Trigger 

in vain, I will kd. — thee know a ſecond Tune 
the Chevalier d E Lieuv. The Margueſi, without 
anſwering g him, gave Fire, andlodg d thewhole Charge 


that he unted the Chewalier from his Horſe: 
Receive the Puniſhment due to thy Crimes ſays the 


ta his Head; Thou art a dead Man this Inſtant, 
if - thou does not tell me where Jau is, and what 


| you. have done with her. I have not ſeen her re- 
hs ye r ee in @ low deie 


_ Voics: 


— 


The Margue/s of L. V. Was returnin Je 


her, ſome freſh Enterpxize | We are always ſollicitous 


in his B with 'Fhe Shock of SIT was ſo great, | 
0 


Margueſ,, alightingand — other Piſtol] 


CO” 
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|the-Place; where I lay conceaP4, in purſait of you's 


and may take your Revenge; afford me but Time] 


[fild him. The Marquis whoſe Sentiments are 


Voice. I conſeſs, I had formed a Defign of taken 
her away this Night, but hearing by chance yo 
was at the Caſtle, and ſuſpecting you might alſo 

intend to ſecure her to yourſelf for ever, I quitted 


Are thou fincere, cried the furious Marqueſs, feating 


to recollect myſelf, and to implore God's Pardon 
for all my Offences; my Eyes are open, I ſee 
my Errors, and I am in the utmoſt Anguiſh for 
having commited them; pray forget 
Here thro' the loſs of Blood, the Chevalier s Speech 


generous, was moyed to compaſſion; after ordering 
his Servants to help him and carry him to the 
Caſtle, he left him, and came to me, in the mean 


but Judge, my dear Jenny, of the Grief with whick 
this fatal News has over-whelm'd ne. 
Fly, Sir, fly, I cried as ſoon he had done Speak- 

in:; this is an Affair of the utmoſt Conſequence, |. 


an Aby ſs, as perhaps we ſhall all togather find great 
Difficulty in extricating ourfelves. Alas! reply d 
the Margneſs, the plain Truth will clear me, but 1 
tremble to think of my charming Tm. If her 
file, where ſhe now is, ſhould take Air at ' Court, 
you may depend upon it ſhe will be confined” the 
remainder of her Days, by Vertue of a Teum del 


Man, and he I; can depend upon, Who knows of 
Paſſes iu de Gawen 


* 


+ 


SAR * 


ghter had + bfented- herſelf, and they kheW“ 


neee 


BEE nog} 


i 


while, to acquaint me with this Tranſaction. Do 


and T greatly fear leaſt it plunge you into ſuenn 


2 FOR 0 * * 


nat te let it be ſuſpected, you were the Cauſe of 


3 e as do remain Motionleſs, without 


I 2334 1] 


at, was” ame of her : thus you Tee, 7 74 
them make what, Search they pleaſe, it is impoſ- 
Gible te diſcaver her. Now I begin again to live, 
— the 4 4. 5 kiſing my Hand. Go, get you 
ays. ims is precious, perhaps. they are 
1 — 2 — in Search of you, I will not have you 
ftay ta make me any Anfwer ;. as ſoon as you are 
ſecure from. all. kent. let me hear from yon 
and I will inform you af what regards. us 
The Marg queſe. was fearce ane, when Word came, 
0 ey were — inging in the Chewaber & Elbieux; Mo- 
ian had brought. him ta himſelf. My Huſband's 
| | - ar yever leaves him, on Account, of an 
| [42 kexy. of which he is in Danger, has probed | 
dne Wound ; he, .thinks eee 
| however, he may. t the better of it. 
5 The E. a 4 0 Bambre, belonging g to M. Gripart, 
was killed, and his Maſter is ſo full of Contuſions, he 
will nat. be me able to ſtir theſe fix Months; the 
Poſtillion lies dangerouſly Ill: in ſhort, dear Child, 
my Houſe is become an Hoſpital. As we arc 
very much beloved upon our Eſtate, we have de- 
fired it might be a Secret: it was not talk'd of this 
Morning, but I much apprehend I ſhall hear diſ- 
mal News. at my Return. I ran hither in a Hurry 
to prepare you leaſt, if it ſhould happen, that this 
Story comes out, you may be upon your Guard, | 


- Uncencern, without That you are loſt yourſelf 
and will involve Us all in the ſame Fate. Such, 
Femm, ſuch are the Effects of your cruel Charms; 
{I wWiſh to God you had been, jeſs Beautiful you had 
then inſpired le Love; had Ito harken d Madomoiſell 
| 4 Ekbieux we had avoided a. great deal of Chagrin. 
This laſt Stroke of Madame de Cos wa 
Daggers in my! Heart; I was in ſuch 


ES theſe tragical Events. You muſt affect a great deal 


W utter one l my Tears, NN 8 
970 


A _— 55 
Voice, fuck in 2 Paſſage and I Would hacer 
fainted away. had not a Nun, who came in, | 

ted me; it was her for whom I had conceiv'd 
| noe an Affection: ſhe came from the Superior 


* 


to make her excufe for not re 


- This aimable 


Young 


Woman, alarmed at the Condition in which | 


they render her fo unhappy > Ah Madam] have 
pity on the poor Child. J can ſtay no longer, ; 


ſhe ſaw me, took me in her Arms, with a theuſand 


Care. Do not leave her, ſays ſhe, ſhe is in Trouble, 
there is nobody more capable than yourſelf to 82 
her Conſolation; her Father will "bois her 

Nun, but the had a reluctancy to it, and this. is 
the Reaſon why the is ſo much dejected. Ah my 


God cried this charming y Woman, Why Will 


rep 4 "1 Madam da nad Buſineſs calls me away, 
_ 1 am waited. for, aſſure her, when ſhe comes 


from me. Saying; this, ſhe went oY 
_ Notwithſtanding. my Fainting 
Word; my Fatroneſs: was no ooner eber 
found myſelf extreamly out af Ordrt... 

Take Courage, my Child, ſays young Saint 4 


to me (for that was the Nun's Name) I fincerely we 


pity you; endeavour to bear up, and let us 


a good Heart, I will ſet you an Example, in 


ſhe gave me her Arm, and conducted me to my 


Chamber, where ſhe immediately obliged me to ge 
to Bed. I lay along Time without uttering one 


ſingle Word, or making any other Anſwer, but 
ſqueezing hex moſt tenderly by the Hand; Well, 
lays ſhe, my good Girl. fitting. down upon my Be 
| how do you find yourſelf ? Alas! rephed-1. burſt 
8 at e into Tears, how 2 I find myfell, 


tender Careſles. - Madame oe Commend, moved with! | 
theſe Marks of Amity, Recommended me to her 


to a convenient Place: be not dejected, pluck: up! 
you ſhall ſind. a true Friend, With theſe Words 


\ 


to herſelf, again, that I ſhall abvays look. on her 
as my Daughter, and that ſhe "bal _ 5 | 


7 of Rm there 18 4 Fatal Deſliny 

— arp my Actions, the moſt cruel Events fuoeeed 
one after another; Certainly, ſays I, lifting my 
Eyes to Heaven, never Wretch "was over helm 
He ſo many Miufortunes. 

If it be true, replied Saint PO -Soldiqg cy 
in her Arme, that the Conſolation of thoſe — 
ſuffer, depends on their finding Companions more 
to be pitied than themſelves, you would ſoon be 
reliev d. Behold my dear Child, behold in me, the 
moſt unfortunate of Perſons; wete even your Af. 
flictions greater than they are, they could not be 
compared to mine: you, at leaſt, are at Liberty, but 
Jam doubly engaged: under this Vail I 
a wounded Heart piered with a thouſand Darts; de- 
plorable Victim of Caprice, I dragg on a. Life of 
| Wretchedneſs, by ſo much the more inſupp 
-| able, as I am obliged: by Decency, Honour an the 
Intereſt of my Relations to ſtifle all Reſentments. 
What do I ſay? I have not- yet had the Comfort 
of a Friend to whom I might unboſom 1 my Secrets 
and my Troubles. You are the only one to 
whom I have ſaid ſo much, and for whoa F have 
ſo tender a Concern. Let us blend our Misfortunes ; 
make me your Confident, you are mine already; 
we ſhall reap equal Benefit from our mutual Afflie- 
tions. Shall it be ſo my dear Ferny! Ab! replied 
J with great Ardency, what Comfort it is for me 
in my preſent Condition, to find ſo much Compal- 
lion in a Place that is ſo diſagreable! How Kindly 
J take your Sentiments, ſaid Saint Agnes your 
Averſion to the Cloyſter is ſo conformable to mine, 
you deſerve on that Title alone, to be let into the 


Secret of my Affairs I am going to lay open my 


Heart to you ; you ſhall judge how highly 1 value 
{your Friendſhip, ſince as ſoon as I know you, to de- 
liver myſelf entirely up to you; we have ſtill almoſt 
jan our to . We enge 


es 
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N my Ta will in Toms Manner 


of Pout-a-Meufſen in Lerraine, Daughter 1 one of 
che rep, *erſong- of that Lon. * 


Your Sufferings. 
I ſhall touch but li ichtly on, my Birth, bo 
there was ſomething. very particular in it. I am 


was extreamly Handſome and Married t 


far from that Place; ſhe was five and twenty when 


mention, hereafter, ſhe. conceal her Pregn 
and was privately brought to Bed ; I was rough 
up under the Notion of being a Gardiner's Daughte 
who lived four or five Leagues off. The bun Y (A 
of I. S were No in mean . 


phy - NPs Hatred, was 72 1 wh 


conſtantly o oppreſs d, m. | * — % 


portable, 4 fl 8 dern 57 ar Alteration 


The Lard of the Village. where I lid, 1 
named M. Melicourt, he was. Counſellor, in he 
Parliament of M———and he came down to * 
Eſtate every Vear during the Vacation. He, e 
a Son, Who was in his Studies, that never 
to accompany him thither this young 
was very Handſome, well ſhaped, and 3 
thoſe of his Age: inſtead of — bim, 
Hunting or other Paſtimes, he ſpent pare, of it 1 


» 4 


Man 
of Quality, who. generally reſided) at an te not 


was born, and for ſome Reaſons, e ſhall} 
ancy, and} 


Reading ; his only Recreation was prog 2 in th | | 


Fields near the Village in the cool of the 
I met him almoſt! every Day with a Book in l in his 
Hand; as often as he paſſed by me, and that 


was not ſeldom, he took of his Hat. At that time 
1 was near fourteen ; lively, and liked young - 
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© | my Heart in my Mouth for Fear. Melicourt is o 
isa brown Complexion, charming Eyes, ſweet Coun- 


A 


„ fears hin.” STINT, 
One Day, when I had drove my Sheep near 
| Warren à little Way from Tre/e, (for that is th 
| Name of the Village) I ſpy'd young. Melicbart a. 
| leep on the Graſs, under a Beech Tree: I way 
not ſorry for the Occaſion; my Heart had long 


Fe aden 1 "Whit fo math Ol 


| 


| 
felt an Tnclination prevailing in my Soul, and h 


This fayourable Conjuncture encouraged me; I 


by ſtep, orf ſametimes for fear of waking him 
Þ 

mor ä the Leaves to tey if his Sleep was ſound: i 
{was'needleſs, for the Youth g 


Town on the Ground when we met and ſhould have 
been mightily vexd to have been depriv'd. of th 


wiſh d for an Opportunity of gazing on him with 
out HEE, my Modeſty in Oueſt | | 
unacquainted with the Effects of Love, yet J plain. 


+ 


a 


mand over myſelf, as not to give a Looſe to it 


all alone, he faſt a ſleep ;I advanced towards himſte 


in my Hand I had a ſmall Stick, with which. 


_ {was needleſs, for the Youth gave me all the Reaſt 
e World to think he erjoyed a moſt profoun 


| 


a Book, and it came unto my Head to ſecure it, my 


{make of this Book; after I had put it into m 


ve me all the Reafd) 


e. Thus encouraged; 1 drew very near him 


tenance, very fine Hair, curl'd and negligently tyed 
up with a Ribbon; in the Attitude, in which he 
lay, his Face was entirely ſeen, on which there fat 
ſo much Serenity and Comlineſs, that one could not 
behold it without delight; my tender Heart was fo 
ſenſißly affected that it's Captivity was compleated 
by this raſh Scrutiny. There lay on the Ground 


Father, who was School-Mafter at Te/e, had taught 
me to read: I was curious to know what I could 


| Pocket, I purpos'd to retire, leaſt I ſhould be ful- 
pected of the Theft, but I had not force to move 
ſome; ſecret Power withheld me. Fatal Curioſity 
to young Perſons which often entangles them 
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jon ; tho” I wig 
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gainff their Will] if I retir d a Step or two, 
it was only to return with greater Eagerneſs. Meli- 
aurt was a Loadſtone, from which I could not ſe- 
parate, however I was withdrawing myſelf, on his 
tirring, as if he had been going to Awake, when; 
a Waſp came and ſettled on his Face. I ſtoop d 
immediately, too much intereſted, not to ſtretch out 
my Arm and drive it off, but it was done ſo auk- 
wardly, or rather in ſuch great Confuſion, that in 
endea vouring to remove this dangerous Inſect, 1 
gave Melicourt a great Slap in the Face. He bounc d 
up in a ſudden Surpriſe, and mutter'd ſome Words 
which I did not underſtand I was ſo frightned; On | 
my endeayonring to run away, he ſnatch'd hold off 
my Gown, and with a Smile that quite charm'd' 
my Heart, tell me, he ſaid, my pretty Maid, what 

in the Name of God, have I done to you, that you 
ſhould diſturb my Reſt. Alas ! Sir, anſwer' d I 
all in amaze, I ask your Pardon, my Intention Was 
not to hurt you; being in ſearch of a ſtray'd-Sheep, | 
1 3 in paſſing by, to ſee a Waſp juſt 

going to ſing you, I immediately ran up to prevent 
it, and the Tk IT was in, might occaſion the 

Hurt you complain of. Whilſt I was making, with 
a diſſembled Innocence, this Apology, the Youth ex- 
amined me with all the Attention imaginable, and |. 
expreſs'd a Wonder that ſeem'd to flatter my Va- 
nity. When I had done ſpeaking he would have 
thrown his Arms about my. Neck to thank. me, as. 
he calbd it, for the Service I had done him. Cover - 
ed with bluihes, I avoided his intended Kindneſs, 
Dear Creature, he cry'd, be not angry; can you be 
diſpleaſed with the Sallies of my Gratitude ?_ pri- 
thee ſtay; I will be more reſerved, if you think | 
me to blame for yielding to the "Tranſports your 
Charms have raisd in my Breaſt, you are the 
firſt that has been able to inſpire them. Taking | 
me by the Hand, Good God, ſays he, how hand- 
ome you are: the only one to whom I ever * | 
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fo wich. before, becauſe you alone have appear d 
I 1 pretended not to underſtand this Diſcourſe. But 
{I do àſſure you, my dear Child, young as I was 
I” eafily comprehended it ſavour d too much of 
of Flattery 3 and notwithſtanding my Affection 
for this young Man, I retired. Ah! don't run 
away, cried Melicourt, endta vouring to ſtop me, 
the Sun is not ſet, why will you deprive me of the 
Pleaſure of — Company. Cruel Creaturss! con- 
tinued he, ſeeing me at ſome Diſtance, better for 
me to have been ſtung by the Waſp ! the Smart it 
would have cauſed had been ſoon over; whereas the 
Wound, the Dart has made that came from your 
BYG; willnever be hegled, + The hn nn, 
Whilſt he was thus talking, I came up with my 
Flock; Melicourt followed me at fome Diftance, 
but whilſt I ſaw him coming one Way, I went ano- 
her, under pretence of keeping my Flock topether: 
he ſoon diſcover'd my Roguery, and ſtool! ſtill with 
is Arms acroſs, locking on me with an Air that I 
clieve had a great deal of meaning in it; I ſeem'd 
ot to mind him and went on to the Village; and, 
loften looking back, brought home an 1mpreſſion 
hat ſtill lives in my Mind, You ſee, what giddy 
(Girls expoſe themſelves to, thro' Curioſity. > 
I will not entertain you, my dear Friend, con- 
ftinued the Nun, with all the Opportunities we had 
meeting and converſing together. Young, Me. 
iourt had a tender honeſt Heart. and I prepoſleſsd 
his Favour, it was not lohs before i " own'd to 
im the Progreſs he had made in my Affections; 
he was overjoyed at it, and in Spite of my mean 
th, he vow'd to be mine for ever. Oh what 
attering Joys! what happy Days! But Alas! 
he Vacation was expired and he mult go away; 
ath'd in Tears we bid each other farewell, with 
ut any other Comfort but the Hopes of ſeeing 
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ed a ern Return. I was r for three 
Months. I utter d my mournful Sorrows to my 
poor Sheep, I truſted none but them; but their 
pacifick Silence did not eaſe my diſtraQted Breaſt. 
Returning home one Evening, more fatigued 
with the Pangs of my Heart than with my Day' 
Work, I ſaw running towards me a Daughte 
of the Perſon who paſſed for 8 ſhe ſeem? 
in a great H and b. Signs ſhe ma 

had — Baltnel with My I ande haſte te 
meet her. So Minette, ſays ſhe, (for that was the 
Name I went by, becauſe they thought me fly) 
what will you give me for my good News? dont 
r be ſurpriz*d; ſome body is come you'll be glad to fee. 
At this J could not help bluſhing, I immediately 
y thought it was Malicaer "the meant, or, as a guilty| 
, Conſcience needs no Accuſer, that our Amour was 
g- diſcover'd ; I did not dare ask my Siſter any - 
r: tions. Sure von have very little Curioſity, 

th „and embrac'd me, which was very aſt | 
1 or her to do. | Methinks, of late you have been 
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'd ery indifferent as to every thing. Well to puniſh 

d, ou 1 have a great Mind not to tell you that there 

"MN come a fine great Lady in a Coach to our Houſe 

ly ho ask'd for Mother, and went into a Room] 
1 alone with her; nor, that being curious, I 

n- ntriv'd flyly- to hear all their Converſation. | 

ad arry, I know it all. I wont tell you neither, that 

ſe. t ſeems you are not our Siſter, and that the Lady 

9d laims you as her own Daugh ter. How now 

to ried I, ſtruck with this Diſcourſe ick! would not 

s; have ſarpriz'd me ſo much, if I had read as 

an Romances then as I have ſince) what do you 


at | W wean by all this? By pretending to keep me in 
s | | WY [crorance; you tell me ſtrange Things, and which 
„len hardly believe; IL Know very well you want td 
5 

ith buch at me. For what can I think of all this Story? 4 
ing ſou . 204 in ems right, anfwer' d * Siſter ver 4 
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maliciouſly ;' however I ſuppoſe there is ſomething 
in it, for I heard them telling Mony, and they 
fay People take Care how they part with That. 
The Girl had ſcarce done talking, when up comes 
another of my Siſters, with the ſame Emotion, 
ſerying out to me to make haſte home, and leave 
| ther to tend the Sheep, my Mother having order'd 
it fo. I obey'd, and came my Ways. I was ſcarce 
got in, when my Mother, or rather ſhe I look'd upon 
to be ſuch, took off my Handkerchief and ſhew'd a 
Mark that I have on my Neck, to a fine Lady 
there preſent. 'Tis certainly her, ſays the Lady, 
not that J ſhould have doubted it though you had 
not ſhewn me this; her Face ſpeaks it. Then 
directing her Diſcourſe to me, My dear Child, 
will you come and live with me, fays ſhe in a very 
gracious Manner? I have your Mother's Conſent: 
Il take Care of you and it will be an Eaſe to her. | 

our Ladyſhip is mighty good, replies the Gar- 
dener's Wife; Minette will go along with you 
withall her Heart; ſhe is very tractable and good 
Natured. Your Goodneſs will excuſe her if ſhe does 
not anſwer as ſhe ſhou'd, ſhe has not been uſed to fine 
Folks. The Lady not much minding what ſke ſaid, 
got up and wiſpered ſomething in her Ear: I was 
order'd to go and put on my holyday Gown” in 
all haſte, not to make People ſtay for me. Iobeyed 
. quite dejected, and could nat reconcile | what my 
Siſter had told me with what I had juſt heard. 1 
burſt into Tears, as I was putting on my Clothes, 

\las! I ſhall never ſee my dear Shepherd (for 
ſo. I.calPdq Melicourt at our endearing interviews) | 
he will forget me, and I ſhall be undone. And what | 
will become of you, my poor dear little Sheep, 
schall not I make much of you once more before I 


go? all theſe little Reflections increaſed my Fears: 
they recommended me to the Lady and, to my 


Mother, being | conſtrued as the effects of a 


Heart. 1 embrac'd, with the utmoſt Affektion, the 
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Parents I was going to leave; it was a moving 


not let him: There is no harm, Minetie, you” 


whatever you are to Others. As ſoon as ever 


1 


Sight, and I believe our Grief was mutual. | 
I was no ſodner on the Road, and alone with} - 
this ſtrange Lady, but I began to revolve in my 
Mind alt my Siſter had ſaid to me: the Manner 
in which I was tteated did not agree with what 
ſhe had flatter d me withall. The Lady ſeem' d 
very thoughtfull and abſtracted; ſhe did not ſo 
much as ſpeak to me, but ſeem'd taken up with 
ſome very ſerious Matter; as fimple as I was, I 
could not help ſaying to myſelf, ſure if ſhe were my 
Mother what ſhould hinder her, now we are alore 
from embracing me as a Daughter: I was tempted 
twenty Times at all hazards to throw myſelf about 
her Neck. We had not gone two Leagues, be- 
ſore a very gentile Man on horſe back rode up 
to the Coach-Door, and in a familiar Manner 
faluted the Lady, he look d very ſteadfaſtly on 
me all the reſt of the Journey, ask d me ſeveral 
Queſtions, often ſaying I was very pretty. x. 
This brought us to the Caſtle. where we alighted. 
1 went with the Gentleman and the Lady into 
an Apartment, where, they ſeem'd to be ex- 
pected to Supper, the Cloath was ready laid and 
they fat down to Table. My Supper was brought _ 
me to the Fire- ſide where the Lady had placed 

me; their Eyes were were continually upon me. 
Notwithſtanding the Perplexity I was in, there 
was a je ne ſcai quoi that encouraged me and made 
me find a: Pleaſure in looking at them in my Turn, 
the Lady often crying, let me tell you this will bg 
no ſlovenly Girl when once ſhe- comes to have 
ſome good Clothes on; the Gentleman was entirely] 
of her Opinion: he made me ſtand up to conſid 
my Shape and had the Curioſity even to lock att 
the Mark on my Neck. I was aſſiamed and would 


not beſo reſerv'd to that Gentleman, ſays the Lad | 


— 
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the Mark he feem'd extreamly ſatisfied, and em- 
braced me with all the Goodneſs imaginable. All 
this put me ſo much out of Cauntenance, that 
1 could not ſwallow one Morſel, altho Intreaties 
were not wanting. When they thought I h 
ſapp'd, a Waiting- Woman, whom TI heard em ca 
Mrs. Bretigny, was ordered to conduct me into 
litte Cloſet that joined to the Room. She bid m 
{go to Bed; and offered to help me to undreſs, 
careſſing me very much : I did what ever ſhe bid 
ime ; as ſoon as I was got into a little Bed that 
was prepared for me, ſhe went out of the Room 
and ſhut a glaſs Door after her. ; 
I was too much diſturbed with all Thad: Gas 
chat Day, to fall aſleep immediately? I could not 
{help thinking of what my Siſter had told me, 
and had not forgot the very Stratagem ſhe made 
{uſe of to ſatisfy her Curioſity. One is more in- 
{clined to follow bad Example than good; accord- 
ingly I got up as ſoftly as po in order wo 
bharken: I juſt lifted up the Corner of the Silk 
Curtain that was over: the glaſs Door ; the Gen- 

 }teman and Lady where ill at the Table, they 
ſpoke ſo low, I could not hear what they ſaid, 
but could eafily ſee by their Motions they were 
jon ſome e:rneſt Buſineſs. The Waiting-Woman 
had got my into Place, and. feem'd to be of the 
- }Conſultation. _ 

I began to diſpair of big my ang, 
ſand Was going to Bed, when the Lady unex 

ly raiſed her Voice. After all, my Friend, "Sp 
thewhat Riſk do we run, and where's the. great 
Harm for People to know, that inſtead of being 
in the Iſlands, where you were ſuppoſed to be, 


. Fyou lay hid all the while ſomewhere near 


]Houfe? My Reputation won't ſuffer. by that; © 
concealing my Pregnancy and this Child, the World 
will know, was to favour your ſuppos'd Abſence 
| ms ſince . Dy thank . is made uh 
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Publick a handle to talk, you fall into another 


ter is married to one of the moſt ſelſiſn Men in 
France; what will he ſay when you declare the 
Birth of Minette, tho you let him, as you cer- 
tainly muſt, into the whole Secret of this Adyen- 
ture? He will not believe a Word on't, and will look 
on the Child as ſuppoſititious, on purpoſe to be a 


the World is malicious, and the Court will be ap- 


nd 


pris'd of my Non- compliance: You .know very 


will make me liable to a freſh Indictment; the 


n 
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well when I had the Misfortune to -kill the Count 


upon to have the Proceedings againſt me ſtopp' d, 


on Condition that I departed the Kingdom, the} 


| Contrary of which we muſt prove, and conſequently 
| repealing my. Baniſhment (which is now brought 


Enemy in this Affair) depends, as to its Validity. 
upon my having perform'd the Conditions impos' d 
on me. Only reflect that this will ſpoil all, and, 
in order to prove the Birth of this Child, which 
your Son- in-Law will aſſuredly oppoſe, for the 
| Reaſons I have juſt now aſſign'd, you muſt. make 


! 


Kingdom, and did not comply with the preciſe 


My Mother wou'd. not give it up; The - meaning 
of all this is, ſays ſhe in a great Paſſion, that his 


Difficulty you don't think of; your eldeſt Daugh- : 


foint-Heireſs with his Wife ; he'll proſecute. you ; | 


about by the Death of him that was my greateſt | 


it appear, I repeat it again, that I ſtaid in the 


Orders of the Court. Theſe are my Motives, adds 
my Father; can you on your Side, aſſign better? 


oor Infant, who is your lawfull Daughter mußt 
be depriv'd of her birth Right, to which ſhe 
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one Day be ſo juſtly entitled and throughout "her | 
whole Life will remain unacquainted with the} 
Condition, to which ſhe was Born: I allow, fays 

DN | —— 
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ather, 88 1s Tay SE Umss may 
Aer dat, at preſent, how can we reconcile theſe 
Natters? There is no great Difficulty in that, cried 
_ | theWaiting-Woman interrupting them, who not being 
ſeakble of the Force of maternal Affection, could 
not be expected fo naturally to conſult my Intereſts; 
{NBiſs is young ;. ſhe takes herſelf to be far different 
from what ſhe realy is; clap her into a Convent 
and make a Nun of her; truly ſhe may think her- 
ſelf well off ſo ? when fhe.is profeſs'd, let her know 
that the is your Daughter, nay you may publiſh it 
if you pleaſe. Pray what can your Son-in-Law 
object to that? The Advice is not amiſs, anſwer'd 
5 Mother, Pl{ think of it. My Father ſaid not a 
ord, but it was eaſy to know by the Manner in 
| which he fat muſing he did not much like the 
Scheme; Silence enſued, and thinking all Was over 
I return d to my Bed where J dropt aſleep in the 
midſt of a thouſand perplexing Thoughts. 
Early next Morning Mademoiſelle Bretigny came 


been m y Siſter's, ſome of them fitted me very well. 
Was dreſs in an Inſtant ſuitably to my Birth ; 
and from thence I went into my Mother's Chamber. 
Minette ſay ſhe, calling me to her Bedfide, heark- 
en well to what J am going to ſay. Your Mother 
was formerly my Servant. I love her, and for that 
Reaſon I promifed to take one of- her-Daughters ; [ 
haue pitched upon you, becauſe I liked you; my In- 
tention is to place you in a Monaſtery for Education; 
vou are old enough and have Sence to know what is 
r your Good; if they knewyou was but a Country 
Girl, they might not ſhew you all that Regard I 
defire, in the ouſe where I am going to place you; 
If it ſhould happen you have a mind to be a Nun, 
ey would not admit you on account of your Lirth 3 


paſs for my Neice juſt come from Provence 3 I have 
be Bretigny inſtru ane to this at the 1 
2 


x 


to call me; ſhe tried on ſeveral Gowns that had 


_. | therefore it is now come into my Head to make you 
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again, where you ſhall ſtay till you have got rid 


80 wick you this very Day to I where-you 
al have Clothes made; then you ſhall come to me 


of your Country Faſhions, that you may enter the 
Convent without diſgracing the Name you bear. 
Whilſt my Mother was thus talking to me, I 
look d at her very earneſtly; I could not kelp being 
mov'd : My Father was gone and left me alone 
with her; I burſt into a Flood of Tears; there is 
no getting the better of Nature, it will recur on all 
Occaſions; my Mother was an Inſtance of it, ſhe 
could not contain herſelf, but careſs'd me with he 
utmoſt Affection; unleſs Bretiguy had come in, the 
would have betrayed all. What are you about, Madam 
ſays the waiting Woman as ſhe entered the Room ? 
there wants nothing here but my Maſter”; prithee 


take her away, ſays my Mother, 1 cannot bear it 
any longer. At theſe Words my Tears redoubled ; 
and now I began to act the Part of a Daughter by 
ſnewing my O 1 taking me by the 
Hand put me intò a Chaize and we went away. - 

In vain did ſhe try to make me ſpealæ, my Heart 
was too full; I ſcarce could get down one Mouth- 
ful at Dinner. That Night we got to . the 
firſt Thing ſhe did at the Inn, was to ſend for the 
Tradeſmen, to beſpeak what was neceſſary for me 
which they promiſed ſhould be ready in two Days. 
Ihe next Morning Bretigny having a great deal 
of Buſineſs, went out in the 8 took care 
to lock me into my Room; I went to the Window| ö 
quite taken up, with all that had happen' d; Meli.-- 
| court was not forgot. I was juſt then muſing on the 
beginning of our Amour, when I caſt my Eyes on 
x young Man, who paſs'd under the Window 3 me- 
thought I ſhould know him, I look'd again; gueſs 
my Aſtoniſhment, when I ſaw it was my Shepherd 
himſelf! Clapping my Hands for Joy, I call'd out 
to him: He look*d up, and, for all the Alteration 
of my fine Clothes, knew me again. Biets me 
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had aſſured me of the Sincerity of his Paſſion : We 


6— . awd dg ec... cawdy 


{caught him. The Pleaſure I had conceiv'd at the 


ſealbd away about Buſineſs, of which ſhe had a great 
deal upon her Hands. Love is very inſtructiye, in 
order to compaſs my Deſign, I ſaunter d from one 


- 
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rette, Minette, ſays he thro* the Key-Hole, 
in your unfortunate Shepherd; What Tranſports 
| what Joy ! who could have dreamt of | y 


| tenance, fhe immediately took notice of it. There's 


Tres he, ts is Minette, he ſtaid only to ay that, 
and came running to the Chamber Deor. Mi. 


here! Is it on my Account ! how comes it 50 
are no longer a Shepherdeſs !. open the Door quick 
ly. The. poor Boy ask'd me a hundred 
ata Time. I let him know I was locke d in, that 
I had a thouſand Things to ſay, but that it was im- 
poſſible for me to ſpeak to him thro' the Door, whe 

every Momentwe were liable to be ſurpris d He ask d 
me how I came te be lock' d up: 1 ſatisfied him 
as well as I could; we agreed in à Hurry, that 
he ſhould lie hid in ſome part of the Houle, and 
that as ſoon as Bretigny came in, I was to endeavour 
to get looſe and come and talk with him. He 
went away, but promiſed me that notwithſtanding 
| his School Hours, to which he was ſtill unfortunate- 
1y confin'd, he wou'd not quit the Houfe, till he 


| agreed upon a Signal, and as it was a publick Houſe, 
he took the Opportunity of calling for a Break ſaſt 


If he had ſtayed a Moment longer Bretigny had 


Sight of my Lover, was eaſily ſeen in my Coun- 


my good Girl, cried ſhe and embrac'd me: I love 
to ſee you ſo pleaſant and gax, it makes you as 
pretty again : with a great deal more of the fame 
Kind; I anſwer d her very chearfully, as there is 
nothing like a contented Mind. Bretigny was ſoon 


Room to another, backwards and forwards, as: 11 4 


did not know what to do with myſelf. - 


The Deceit paſs'd and Bretinns. did not e 
me: as ſoon as I ſaw the Coaſt clear, I gave thi 


Signal to Meliceurt, 2 wttch'd Wits Ne CAIRE 1 in. 
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chat it daſhes with the Purity of my Intentions; I de- 
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ſtantly to the Foot of the Stairs; I pointed with 
my Finger to a Room, he ſtep'd into it and it Was 
not long before I join d hm. 


7 


| am appreenie, fair Lady, Cys the Num b. 


bold in me, to have taken theſe Steps at the Age 


ſaw me, he threw himſelf at my Feet. I will not 
repeat our Converſation, it was very Affectionate 3 
an Account of all that had happened to me, my 
Birth, the private Project of: my Parents, nothing 
was forgot; I loved too much to hide any ching 
from my Shepherd. The Alteration, ſays he, that 
has happen'd in your Affairs, charming Minette, 
does not in the leaſt augment the Reſpect I have 


for you-! Vour Elevation is ſo far from pleaſing me, 


lighted myſelfwith theThbughts of one Day making 
of Shaphendeſss ——̃ — 


1 encouraged him às much as I could ; 'twas Love 
that ſpoke, always eloquent: But when Melicourt 


heard where I was going and the Deſigns they had 
againſt me he burſt into ſorrowful Complaints. 
Alas! how wretched am I, ſays he, not to be my 


own Maſter, I would fruſtrate all theſe Proceedings: 
muſt you go then, dear Minette? Shall I never fee 
you again, muſt I loſe you for ever; in pronounc- 
ing theſe Words he c ied moſt bitterly. Alas l an- 
ſwer'd I, pierc'd to the Soul, I cannot ceaſe lovin 

you. Young, and obliged to Silence, dependent ol 

all the World, Tears and Sorrow is all I have to 


0 


was interrupted by Bretigny's calling me. I had 


a 


ing her Eyes upon me, leaft 1 ſhould give you 2 
bad Opinion of me: Don't you think it a little too 


then was; but Love and my want of Edicatiznj 
may ferve to excuſe me; I thought there could bel 
no Harm in this Meeting. As ſoon as Me/icourt| 


her loving her Shepherd as well as ſhe did before? |. 


defend myſelf with. This mournful Entertainment| 


forgot myſelf, leaving him in Haſte, I had but juſt 
Time to ſqueeze poor Melicourt's Hand, and came 


3 —— 
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_ {away the Time agreeably. She gave me the Lives 


_ | faid ſhe was glad to ſee I had ſo much Religion, and 


| 


- [thought of him the greater Averſion 1 had to 2 
Monaſtery. I could not but wiſh things would take 


married yet. Little Maſter is | call d her little 


i. r 4 


mwaoubfs they, pleaſe us, the deeper Imp 


eſpecially before young People, who in Proportion 


in with great Precipitation wiping my Eyes: You 
have been crying, ſays the Waiting- Woman; that 
is not well done; you ſhall not beleft alone again 
in haſte; come near the Fire and let us ſee no more 
on't. I'll hear how you can read; that will paſs 


of the Saints, to prepare me, betimes, for the 
Life I lead at preſent (it happen'd to be the Life 
of Saint Agnes) I read it aloud; but (from my 
Hearts being taken up another Way) all this Martyr 
laid, with a tender Devotion, I appropriated to the 
preſent Diſpoſition of my Soul. The Reading had 
ſuch an effect upon my Mind, that I began again 


to ſhed Tears in | ſuch - Abundance, I could not 
| 2 : . . 70 * 8 . 8 vo» PLN _ . 
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- Bretigny/togk things quite in another Light; ſhe 
took occafion of making me a fine Exhortation on 
the Subject; as ſoon as this Sermon was over we 
went to Supper, and I waited impatiently for: Bed: 
time: as ſeon as I found myſelf at Liberty I-call'd 
to mind all Melicourt had ſaid to mei the more 


ſuch a turn as to make me Happy with my: Shep- 
herd. I dwelt with Pleaſure on theſe Ideas, *twas 
all my Comfort; nothing. flatters young People 
more than the Thoughts of Matrimony; how comes 
it they are ſo much indulged in it? A Child can 
ſcarce ſpeak, when they ask Miſs, if ſhe is almoſt 


Huſband; Parents are apt to Idolize their own 
Offspring, they make theſe Matters the Subject of 
their Diverſions and are always talking of them, 
Would they not do much better to be more reſerw d, 


as:they grow up, grow more knowing as to all 
the Objects around them: future Proſpects, ile 
gots 


8 


9 
&. 5. 1 
i 

9 — A * 


-E 
we a, Bas ft # TY ws SS ws — Mi Kowas <a SS 


— * i 


8 * 
0 * . 
= ge g 
2 : — 1 ES” 5 2 
—* d - 4 » 4 2 
- - — — g 2 EE 
F * 4 8 8 2 oe 
4 s RA 1 * A 4 * n > RE 4 TER” 3 Mu, * 


4 A kt th . 4 


I =. = F & B T7 ES e 4 Eren = Pd 


2 o 
» - 
8 — 
EI 
4 


breaſts fuch deep-rooted Ideas muff be torn away! 
But to return to our Hiſtory, x. 


r 


The next Morning my Clothes were brought 


entiments ? a great deal of my paſt Life recurr d 
o me, that appeared very contemptible. Bretigny 


niſhed all her Affairs, the Chaize was at the 
Door and we went away. I look d round for 
{elicourt, I thought he ought! not to omit © this 
on of ſeeing me, and 1 

ot to diſcover him 
We had ſcarce got four Leagues 


1 


hen coming into a narrow Road, I ſaw a Pilgrim 


walking by the fide of the Chaize who often fix'd | 


his Eyes on me; I was fo taken up with Sorrow 
r having been depriv'd of the Sight of my Lover, 


hat I took no Notice of this Man. Bretigny bid 
e mind him,. Loek, 'Miſs Minette, ſays ſhe, at 
is poor youſig. Man, how he is forced to wall“ 


n theſe bad Ways ? he has ſomething very agree 
ble in his Face, perhaps the Perfections of his 
lind may anſwer thoſe of his Body! how unjuſt 
s Fortune! is it not frightful that at his Age he 


ould ſuffer ſo much Hardſhip, whilſt there are 
cople, without half his Merit, Who wallow in 
iches: I was looking at this Pilgrim whilſt} | 


e was thus talking to me; imagine my Surprize,” 


it was Melicourt ; 1 knew him notwithſtanding his 


iſguiſe. It was very lucky for me that Bretigny, 


make. How - wretched are they from whoſe | 


ome: I found fo great an Alteration in myſelf } 
hen I was dreſs'd, I ſeem'd another Creature; 
yen of my Way of thinking was aker'd. Why | 
uld different Situations elevate or depreſs our 


nterrupted this Diſcuſſion, as ſoon as ſhe had | 


was truly - mortified | 
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ho had taken a great liking to my Lover, put : | 


er Head out to bid himtake Care of tlie Wheel, 


was in: my Eyes had met thoſe” of Malicourt, | 


hich made me bluſh and look down, but I ſmil 


In 


. 5 * 


— 


152 


in my Here I was ſorry — ſer Um walking 
thus in the Mire; he ſeem'd very chearful, and 
taking this Opportunity of Bretiguys Civility, fell 
into Diſcourſe with her; he ſaid, he had been per- 
forming a Pilgrimage, and that he was two hund- 
red Leagues from Home. The Waiting Woman 
bleſed herſelf at this, and told him he ought to 

reſt himſelf. Melicourt, who perceiv'd he had Mind 
the good Will of this Woman, endeavour d to 
pleaſe her. He had learnt from the Poſtillion, with 
whom he had been talking, that ſhe managed 
every thing in the Family, he thought he could 
more eaſily attain his Ends, and ſecure her in his 
_ [Intereſt by amuſing her: to this Purpoſe he told 
her extraordinary Stories, juſt: as they came into 
his Head, I believe, with which ſhe ſeem' d en- 
chanted: We were now come to the Place where 
we Dined. Bretigny made the Pilgrim ſet down 
to Table with us; telling me I ſhould never be 
{haughty to the Poor, and that one was oblig d 


If eyer you have been in french my pr Mi, 
judge of the. Pleaſure I felt in the Enjoy ments of 
y Lover's company, who gave. me ſuch evident 
arks of his Tenderneſs ; I will own to you frank · 
y, all my Cares ceas d; how great ſoever my 
hepherd's Joy might be, he poſleſſed himſelf very 
yell, and with great Addreſs, made me : ſenſible 
hat tho“ he made his Court to Mademoiſelle 
Nretiguy, it was for my fake: it was comical 
nough.. to obſerve him heſttating every — 
d to ſee the good Waiting - Woman * 
ut in his Story; ſhe carried her Aſſection — 
he Pilgrim as to propoſe to him to ride behind our 
-haiſe, leſt he ſhould fatigue himſelf with walking, 
nd. 1 believe if there had! been room in our 
Pei, an: a ears Ser e een dane ta 
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[Melicourt took. that Opportunity to ſpeak to me: 


receive him. Love, Love, no Age nor Condition 
is ſecure from thy Darts! | J“ 
| Whilſt Bretigny was gone to pay the Reckoning; 


he ſaid a hundred endearing things. L am ſenſible 
aid. I, of the Marks you give me of your Paſſion, | 
it griev'd me to ſee you on Foot whilſt I am at 
my Eaſe; but, dear Shepherd, tell me what all | 


now ? Ah! charming Minette, ſays Melicaurt in a 


ery - forrowful Tone! muſt I then Die: do you | 


now that my Life depends. on the Happineſs of 


whole World. To bid me go, and leave you! 
O Heavens, what a cool Indifference this is! what 


theſe Words, Tears came into his Eyes. Mov'd as 
was, Reaſon came to my Aſſiſtance: Hide your 


Bretigny who is coming in, perceive nothing of iti 


thing; endeavour to pleaſe her, her Intereſt is 
conſiderable ; ſhe ſeems. prejuced in your Favour, 


her, that will facilitate our ſeeing one and another; 
diſagreeable. As he was going to Anſwer me, 


Bretigny came in, to tell me we muſt go: ſhe} 
bad contriv'd it with the Poſtill ion that the Pilgrim 


Tears, ſays I ſtifling my om; Alas! I love you, | 
it is but ton true; but if I am dear to you; and | 
that you will not leave me, take Care Mademoiſelle 


and if I am not miſtaken, you are not indifferent to 


this ſignifies? we muſt Part, had we not better do it 


ſeeing you; and that I value nothing ſo much in the | 
can I think ! you no longer Love me! in uttering 
if ſne does we are loſt, ſhe: would ſuſ ſomes | 


1 do aſſure you, my dear Shepherd continued | 
giving him my Hand that Thought is not at all 


Would be ſeated behind the Chaize at his Eaſe, each 


our Journey's. End. 4 236 
The Caſtle which we enter'd, did not ſeem to 

be the fame, which we went from; this was much 

larger and better furniſh/d,whereas the other, belong 


ing likewiſe to my Father, had been inhabited | - Mi 


of us took our Place and in this Manner reach dd 


7 T54 L 


enly — he was oblig d to to be — My 

{Mother receiv'd me very Affectionately, and 8 
Bretigny had inſtructed me, I call'd her Aunt, 

Fto-which I had much a do to _ myſelf knoy- 

ing how falſe it was. 

Melicourt was not neglected: Dretigay had been 

ttalking with him, as we came out” of the Chaize, 


pacity of a Steward, ſhe promis'd him ſhe would 
procure him that Place, in the mean time he muſt 
be content to be under him who was then in that 


c old and infirm, Melicourt receix'd joyfully theſe 
Marks of the Waiting Woman s Regard. The 
Part ſhe has in my Story, is too conſiderable to 
gneglect giving you her Portraiture. 

She was . five and forty, and Weed well fo 
her Age: I cannot tell if ſhe had been handſome 
in her Youth, at leaſt ſhe had no Remains of 
iaving been fo: her Complection, much upon the 
Vainſcoat; blue Eyes, round and a little {potted ; 


preceptible, they withdrew themſelves with m 
Antiphathy from her Eyes, that ſhe appear d 
always in a Fright; her Mouth was well enough 
had it not been for a Wart upon her upper Lip: 
dne could not fay that a Down cover'd her Chin, 
ut _ had a ftrong briſtly Beard, ſhe could never 


— itſelf as a Handle; the reſt was as uſual, 
| and like other People, flat Cheeks © raiſed up by 
o ſtrutting Bones near the Eyes ; had a hoarſe 
Voice, the laſt Syllables generally terminating in 
n falſe Treble; her Fore-head was ſo little that 
her Head-cloaths, always ruffled, hung over her 
Eye Brows; ſhe would have been pre tty well ſhaped 
only ſhe was larger in the Waiſt than about her 
Shoulders, which made an en 2 11 8 


Way. 


ad... 
— 


Office, which could not laſt long, being extreamly | 


r Eye Brows, but thinly ſown,” and were ſcarſe | 


She had a picked Chin, which naturally | 


and finding that he was qualified to ſerve in the Ca- 
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the Infidelity of ſeveral Lovers, had given her” : 


theſe Diſguſts, and rekindled her dying Flames 


traordinary Miſtake. All this while I receive 


extended his Dominion in our Hearts, had ſo en 
lighten'd our Minds, we carried ourſelves in fuc 


lous Stratagem that ever was employ'd, into m 


ſo that things are pretty equal and can be no Ot 


only how m 
| happen, you would infallibly languiſh all yor 


this Interval to aſcertain our Felicity? what car 


fer Humour was agrecable enough, remark 
able from her -Childhood” for a tender Heart, but 


Diſguſt to the conjugal State. The Youth, or - 
rather the engaging; Behaviour of Me/zcourt remov'd 


She took his Compliments to be ſincere ; and hen 
Heart going now as 'f:{t; as it had been flow i 
determining befere, took the Reſolu ion, as ſhe|, 
was Rich, of making Melicourt's Fortune, and 
things were ſo diſpoſed that without an unfore- 
ſeen incident, this would have produced a moſt eg 


daily Leſſons for the regulating my Conduct Threq 
Weeks were now paſled, ſince I had been at the 
Caſtle. ' The time drew near when I was to ge tc 
the Monaſtery; Melicourt and J, often bewail d the 
hard Fate that was going to part us. Love that 


a {manner that nobody in the Family ſuſpectec 
us; but of what uſe were all theſe Precautions ? 
We were going to be ſeparated. However Be; 
tigny's. Paſſion for Melicourt put the moſt ridicu ? 


Lover's Head for ſecuring our Happineſs Dear|- © 
Minette, ſays he, to me one Day in the Garden 
where we often met one another; I adore you, yot 
cannot doubt it; though they conceal your Birth, 

it is not the leſs certain; you can not judge 
me capable of impoſing on you in regard to mine: 


ſtacle, to our Union; in the mean time they are 

ſacrificing you, and you cannot be Ignorant they] 

deſign to _ you to take the Vows; reflect 
Herable you would be, if that ſhould 


Life: take Courage, the Time preſſes let us take 


os 
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| 


me Room to flatter myſelf, we ſhall eaſily ſur- 
mount all Obſtacles. . 2 47 wr 9 


His Arrival decided my Lot; they declared to 
me that in eight Days. I ſhould go into a Convent 
I had no reaſon to expect otherwiſe, I was not pre- 
| {pared for this Stroke; from that Time my Averſion 
to the Cloyſter grew very manifeſt. I had not ſeen 


: 


1 
| 


| Melicourt of three Days, I thought I had a thouſand 
Things to ſay to him. TI went into the Garden to 


5-7: * to walk away my Uneaſineſs with Grief paintec 


us beware that nobody ſuſpects our Correſpondence 
| you would ruin me. TI have told you the Reaſons that 


\a Nun, and there will be an end of all my Hopes. 


and betray me to that Degree! Ah ! why do you 


** n 93 
* 


here comes ſomebody, continues he, I will give 


Happen from it, cho we ſhou'd be diſcovered * 
Says I quite ſtruck, what do you mean ? Let 


obliged I know that replies Me/:court haſtily ; 
but if once you go into the Convent, I ſhall never 
ſee you again, you will be*compell'd to become 


| Alaſs ! cried I how ſhall I prevent it! Dare but do 
what I tell you, continues Melicourt ; Bretigny has 
| been preſſing me this fortnight, to Marry her, at 
th I - oppoſed it but I have ſince thought I could 
take that Opportunity to unite us. What's that! 
ungrateful Man, cried I, miſunderſtanding what he 
ſaid, can you forget your Oaths, who you are, 


reproach me, ſays my Lover, is it to forget you 
to feek the Means of uniting us for ever? Adieu, 


you an account of my Project as ſoon as I can, 


and if you Love me as ſincerely as you have given 


We were obliged to part, he lipp'd into one 


tinual Marks of it under the name of Neice. 
In the mean while my Father return'd from Court: 


bof the Alley's and ſeeing my Mother come I went 
to meet her: altho' ſhe had arm'd herſelf againſt 
cher natural tenderneſs for me, ſhe gave me con- 
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I was juſt going in again, when I ſaw at a Diſt- 
ance Wlan, ans." up to me ſinging ; I took. it 
heinouſly ill of him. You are very happy for your| 
Part, ſays I, when he was come near me, to rejoice 
whilſt I ery; I believe you intend it me as a Faveur, 
that I may leave the World with leſs regret... Fiel 
charming Minette ſays he putting on a ſorrowtful| 
Countenance,- how cruel is your Reproach, and how 
little do you know me; if I have appear'd/eaſy, 'tis| 
becauſe it now depends on you to unite us with in- 
diſſoluble Bonds; the Day is fix d, the Prieſt is 
ready; Bretigny, that Woman in other Things ſa 
diſcreet, has engaged him; he is her Couſin, a Pre- 
ceptor, about two Leagues off, this Man owes every 
thing to her: She has explained the whole Matter to 
have the Ceremony perform'd in the Night, and 
will keep it ſecret till ſhe-be gone from hence. 1 
have pretended to agree to all this, intendig there 
by to engage us two more than ever. The Preceptor 
is to be here to night, he knows me, I have ſeen 
him ſeveral Times on this Affair. There is no diſtin-} ' 
guiſhing Objects in the Night Time. Inſtead of 
performing the Ceremony at 2 0 Clock, I will ad- 


ſvance the Time, and you and I will be in the Chapel 


at Twelve; the bad Light. and the head Dreſs you'll} 
have on covering your Face, will befriend the Project 
In fine when we are join'd we ſhall do very well for- 
the Reſt,” I could not help laughing at this pleaſant 
Contrivance; but it gave way to ſerious and preſſing 
Thoughts, that occurr'd to me. The Stratagem 1s 
practicable, replied I, hut where would be the uſe: 
of it, if it did ſucceed! By the little Knowledge 1 
have of the World, I plainly ſee ſuch a Marriage 
is not according to Form; but ſuppoſe it ſnould be, 
ſince I ſhall be forc'd to hide it, ſhall I go: the leſs 

to the Conyent ? For my Departure is unalterably 
ixed ſince my Father's return; perhaps they ha 

treſh, Reaſons for burying me alive in a Cloyſter: 
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Tis for this Reaſon, replies“ Meli court, that we 
muſt lay hold of this Opportunity. We will fly, the 
wide World lies before us. Are you not ſenſible of 
the Cruelty they ſhewy in your Regard, continued 
Melicourt to influence me, ſeeing me fluctuating; 
the ſhameful Sacrifice they are going to make of your 
Tiberty, your Birth- right and Fortune of which they 
will fruſtrate you under the moſt frivolous Pretences ! 
is not all this ſufficient to alarm you! Ah! dear Mi- 
nette young as I am, theſe things ſtrike me with. 
Horror; I know the Refpe& and Obedience we owe | 
our Parents, but it is not forbid in ſuck a Caſe to | 
ſeek for the means of putting them in Mind, that | 
they that gave us Birth; but no more of this. | 
I agree with you chat we ſhall be remov'd from one | 
another: If you once enter the Cloyſter who can | 
{reſcue you from thence ? in what manner, ſays I, will 
ſthis Marriage prevent it? to run away is what I can | 
never bring myſelf to: if you declare this Match Iam 
undone; if you coonceal it, it will be the ſame Thing. | 
ſto me? pray how do you propoſe to come off withMrs. | 
|Bretigny:Tfuppoſe you intend to marry her?I could not | i | 
Kelp labehingar theſe laſt Words; my Lover did ſo to, 


as 1 1 8 1 r 1 


3 


notwithſtanding his ſerious Face. Youth'will aſſert its 
Priviledges. Good God, my dear Mixette,{ſays he puts | 
ting on his Air 'of Importance again, you are migh- 
ty prudent ! you overwhelm me with Difficalties that 
1 did not foreſee. It is what we muſt think of for 
all that, ſays I: at preſent all T can ſay to you is 
that I will ſuffer the laſt Extremity before J will 
become a Nun: I have an invineible Repugnance 
to it, and I will lay any thing in the World you are 

the Cauſe of it. O very well, continued Melicourt, 
I ſtand then to my firſt Propoſal, I may poſſibly im- 
51 it but be ſure you hold yourſelf in readineſs, 1 
will come and fetch you when it is Time. My Le- 
ver quitted me in pronouncing theſe Words, -and'T 
{ retarn'd to my Mother's Appartment in a terrible 
Agitation. However, I behaved myſelf ſo as not to let 
her perceive it: I was taking ap my Work, * 5 
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cd me. "Drawn — e Fire ade fays HT, want 
to ſpeak. to you: I did ſo, not ſuſpecting what The 
had to ſay to me; in this Diſcourſe; all the O 
tions 'vaniſhed I had form'd from my low E des 
tion, againſt the Project of the Night, and to which 
I had before this, a moſt inſurmountable Repugnance 
You know very well Minette, ſays my Mother, 
who you are; from the Time I' firſt ſhow you, T had 
Compaſſion of your Condition, it is on that Account 
I have prefer'd you. You - kept Sheep, you was at 
all times expos d to the Extremity of Heats and 
Colds; -own to me how many hundred Times you 
lamented this your Life, and ſee what 1 have done? 
in Oxder-that you might be the more conſider d, Itake 
you to my Houſe, where you paſs for my Neice: You| 
ſeem to deferve my Regard, I muſt try to compleat your 
Happineſs, 'I am ending you to a Nuntiery, pr: 
to the Lord to keep you there, the World is falt | 
of Trouble; thoſe that are born to be the'Happi- 
— in it, groan under its Diſappointments; every 
Step we make chag rins us; if you had more Expe- 
rience I would convince you by a r Exam 
ples before your own Eyes. Marriage for People of 
your Sort, is a Soutce-of Troubles, nok to mention 
the Risk ef falling into bad Hands. Beſides the| 
Dangers and Misfortune chat attends it, the Detail] - 
of which is ſhocking. Look therefore on the Cloyſte| 
wither you are going, as a ſafe Port againſt all the 
Storms ef this Lf Where youll be ſecurely ſhelter 
from all theſs Rocks. If the Grate” has à frightful 
1 euſtom will render it pleafant and eafy ; 
it is in Retitement we truly erijoy ourſelves; Pleaſure] 
is reſign d With great Difficulty, by thoſe who have 
had an early Acquaintance with it; (luckily for you,] . 
tis not your Caſe) but a very little Reflection gets the 
better of the Diflikes of the Children of this World. 
When the Occaſions are removed, they diſa ppear off 
Courſe: You will not reſemble theſe religious Per: | 
ſons, Were” hen the World indeed, Jet * ic 
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; but even look on it in their Parlour, as thro a Win- 


plicity of your Heart will make you finda thouſand 


nity and peace of Mind: I will. come Wetten to 


r 


* 
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will know, one Day, when you are a Nun, that I 


how. I ſhould ſnatch myſelf f from the State they de- 
\fign'd for me. Palicy took the Place of filial Ten. 


Not only, carry the Remembrance of it in n their Heart, 


dow, from whence they never retire but with conſtant 
Regret for having embrac d that State of Life. For your 
part, dear Minette, it will not be your Caſe, the Sim- 


Charms: taken up with the Thoughts of your Sal- 
vation, with a tranquil Life and a thouſand innocent 
Amuſements, you will paſs away your Days in Sere- 


partake and envy your Happineſs. 
Theſe laſt Words ſeem'd to ſoften my Mother; ; her 


her Feet what have I dene, that you fhould make 
me a Sacrifice ?. She embrac'd me ; theſe: Words ef: 
caped me, and my Paſſion got the better of the rule 
Thad i im pos d on myſelf, never to betray my Secret, 

y Mother however underſtood. but half the im- 
port 1 theſe Words, The Time was. favourable: 


Ah!. Why did. Lnot take hold of it. - Quite: poſſeſs d 
with my Ignorance on this Subject, and: ſuſtain'd:by 
the penal nc Reaſons, ſhe, began again. You are in the 
{Right continued ſhe, my dear Minette, to call me a 


Mother, yes you are in the Right, I repeat it, you 


y.ſo,. This Word Nen pierced my. Heart, and 
1 ruelty towards me, ſuſpended the Sentiments 
I had ſor my Mother. I. Hhonghs no more but 1 


derneſs, I conſtrain 2 myſelf, and kept up the Con- 
erſation with ſo much Calmnels that twas _ 
le. to at by; * Countenanee. what paſs'd my 
cart.. 5774 35 1 i 
People. coming in upon Buſineſs, +, took the Op- 
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| Eyes were full, ſhe ſtrove to hide her Tears by turn- 
en, and covering her Face; I was too much 

to diſpute any part of Nature's Right over 
pe tþ Ah dear Mother, cried I, throwing myſelf at 


——— — 
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laces! 


* * 


and — Enquiry was in vain, Into the Gar- 
den, into the Back- Court, I ask d for him every where 8 
nobody had ſeen him: My heart trembled, it pre- 
ſaged ſome thing. Fatal Prognoſtick ! I went out 
of the Caſtle and came into a Lane that lead to the 
Village; I thought at the End of this Lane I ſhould| 
find my Lover. Alas! do we carry in our Hearts 
the Tokens of what is to come? Ah, Madam what 
do I ſee: (forgive my Tears) a Chaiſe and four Men 
who ſeize Melicourt; he ſees me, he cries out, he 
reſiſts, vain Efforts, he is now a great Diſtance | 
This Sight had fo ſtartled me I ſtocd immoveable 3| 
2s long as the Chaiſe fixed my Eyes I remaind . 
that Poſture, as ſoon as it was gone I wept bitterly 
Happily for me that I was alone, no body heard = | 
| Lamentations. I came in, like one diſtracted, Sup- 
per was ready, the Bell had rung, they were look. 
ing for me. The Firſt I met was Bretigny, ſhe ha 
a Joy in her Face that ſoon vaniſhed when I tol 
her what had juſt happened. Oh! Heaven, ſh 
cried, quite furious what is it yon ſay. I am 


Deſpair. Vou iſhall/know the Reaſon another time 


go and ſet down to Supper, Plt- run tothe Villag 
and know What's the Matter; no tay, you are 
in Tears, poor Child, good natur'd Thing! Oome 
along with me, they will be asking what ails you: 
On this, away ſhe runs; we came to the Inn her 
this Scene was tranſacted. The Reſpe& they had fo 
Bretigny whom they lool d upon as: the Miſtreſs, mad 
em anſwer ee e to her N __ 
gave us this Account.” 0 U 
Four Days ago, ſays the Landlord,” a Genthr 
came here in the Evening, with three more Men 
he paſs'd for a recruiting” Officer; his firſt Queltio 
| were, who liv'd at the Caſtle, and what living ther 
was there. You know Madam, continued the Land- 
lord, it is my Buſineſs to pleaſe all the World, I ſa- 


tified him, the ihe pops TIN W 58 5 
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| becauſe” 


recruit, and are upon the Watch for young Fellows 
he kept cloſe. One of his Comrades went out from 


little thought of what was preparing for him. Before 


2 Letter to a Preceptor, and had often feen him at 
 hisFather's,we ſhowld not have known where he was: 


{ turn'd/es pale as Death. Come Sir, ſays the Vale 
de Chambre, take Courage, t 
: Fa we have found you; youmuft 55 with us, you 


7 but what Turprizd me was CET his 
— 5 and inſtead of running about like thoſe that 


time to time and as ſoon as he came in, ſpoke to 
him privately. - This Humour was carried on till 
this * without my eren 2 about it 
e-paid me very well. 

About an Hour ago, Madam, this pretended Cap. 
tain warming himſelf at the Kitchen Fire, ſaid 
aloud to one of his Servants; go and tell that 
young Man who you ſee coming out of tha: Houſe, 
there is one here would ſpeak a Word with him. 
Mr. Brunet; (for tis by that name Melicourt went 
at the Caſtle) came in a Minute. The poor Lad 


he enter'd the Inn, the Officer Whiſper'd in m. 
Ear: You are going to ſee a little Buſtle, Landl 
ſays he, can you gueſs who that young Man i i 
that I've ſent: for! No truly, anſwer' d 1 ſurpriz'd, 
I know him he does — dee Lord, and e- 
very body gives him a What is there 
any thing bad againſt him, we all. love him; I be- 
eve: you, ſays the Officer, and tis becauſe he is be- 
loved elſewhere we are going to take him away. I 
give you warning in cafe he ſhould pretend to re- 
fiſt, to be quiet: he is Son to M. de Counſellor] 
in the Parliament of M— he is a looſe one, and 
went away without ſaying a Word; wel have 
been in ſearch of him ever ſince, only for M. deR 
Lord of Biſe, whe knew this young Man carrying 


The Valet de Chambre, for fuch he was, had 
ſcarce pronounc'd theſe Words, but the young Man 
dame; he inſtantly. knew his Father's Servant, and 


re is no harm; I'm 
ather expects dons! — oa Di courſe the 85 


Bey” but have x ney but — Himteif wa; = 
fought like a Dragon tho? the numbeov / erpower'd | - 
: Ch and in ſpite of his Efforts, / they put him into 


Chaiſe ready for that * " hays ſcarce 5 
been gone a Moment. tl 


fort of Concern in it. 


not to uſe. their utmoſt Efforts to make me change 


Bretigiy was ſo aſtoniſhed at this Wien his he I 
vent away without anſwering one ſingle Word. As | 
ſoon as we were got by ourſelves, ſhe ſqueez di me 
by the Hand, and began to cry bitterly. I join'd | 
in Chorus very fincerely-; this poor Woman em- 
braced me with Affection, imagining my Tears to 

the Effect of my Compaſſion. She gave me my 
L fon, as we u ent along, what I was to ſay when 
e came to the Caſtle, alt when they ſhould know |. 
this Adventure, it ſhould appear that we had —w_ | 


Three Days after this cruel Accident, fi pent, as 
you may well believe, in Tears, my Mother brought 
me hither : I was received with a great deal of 
Kindneſs and Friendſhip. No Artifice was left un- 
tryed to induce me to take the Veil. The forrow- 

Air I had not yet laid aſide, into the Cauſe of | 
hich they did not penetrate, gave room without 
Doubt to think, I had no Reliſh for the Cloyfter:| | 

is was too - contrary to the Intereſts of the Houſe, 5 

y Reaſon of the Portion they expected with me; 


Mind, Liberty is a charming Thing, I was 
entirely left to * not being ſuſpected of any 
Intrigue. I went, when I would, into the Parlour, 


ſaid. Bretigny would often come to cry wh me; the| 

told me ſhe intended to go to M. ſome 

Tidings of her beloy'd Pilgrim. Alas ! lit did hee 
Ow with what WIGS I lightd. to hear- from. 

e dear Man. * 

One Day as I was was walking by myſelf in the 

arden with a Book, that precious Book I men- 
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the Nun who waited at the Turn, came and told 
me, there was an - Officer, who call'd himſelf my 
Relation, waited for me in the Parlour: this 
News ſtartled me; I did not know. who this 
could be, unleſs. it were fome Body who came 
from my Lover. I flew to the Parlour; ſcarce] 
was I entered, when the ſound of a well-known 
and much loy'd Voice, ſwift as, Lightning reach'd 
my: Heart. Is it you then, fail I to him, is it 
vou pad not Power to ſay auy more. 
Drawing near I gave him my Hand thro' the 
Grate,. he took it, he moiſten'd it with his Tears, 
he hurt me, he knelt down, he cried; he talk'd 


the matter. 


ſomebody came and. interrupted her, to tell us 
they were in the Refectory; we: got up and 
agreed to return to my ee after Dinner 
MW 20157. $5 9957 DLISIRINE OTE 
I will not thiſcribe to you the rhodeſ,; quiet 
manner, in which thirty of theſe holy Women 
devoutly made their Meal. I was taken up with 
weightier Cares, and if I had been obliged to 
give you an account of a pious Lecture, t hat 
was then made, it would have very much puz- 
led me. The Superior rang a Bell that was over 
her Head: every Body roſe from Table, Grace 
jwas' ſaid: Saint Agnes and I returned to my 
hamber, where ſhe reſumed her 2 22 „ whiet mr 
252 in the ork Dutt, 5 


ſo much valued becauſe it belonged to my Ws 


and all this without my . at all ſenſible of | 
The Nun was at this Part of the Story, Shea | 
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into which the fight - of my Lover had 
fnrown me, > wanted to Ach; to what lucky 
Accident I ow'd ſo charming a Pleaſure,” and 


his Father's Houſe. Could you one moment doubt, 
tried he, ſo much in Love as 1 am, that I ſhould' 


Turn, they now have? Nothing can ever ſhake 
my C Conſtancy; if you continue in the ſame Sehti- 
ments Can you doubt it, ungrateful Man, 
ſays J? the Tears I have ſhed in your Abſence, 


me, are but too fure Proofs. Melicourt tranſported: 
with this Acknowledgement, at which however he 
ought not to have been much Surpriſed,” expreſſed 
his Sentiments for me in the tendereſt 'Matiner ; I 


what had befalbn him, ever ſince the Moment 


- 4. * 


8 FED as 1 u ee from the Diſorder; 


after what Manner he had made his Eſcape from 


not find an Opportunity of returning to you; ſup- 
por even, things had not taken the fortunate] 


and the Alteration you may eaſily perceive in 


[enquired into the moſt minute Circamſtarices ” of 


to him the preſent Situation of my Affairs; W 


(ſhall put an end to them, replied he, if you will 


enter into the lawfull Meaſures I ſhall propoſe 
you, but in order to 5 you for it, I mult 
give you an exact Det of all that has baypen'd 


to me ſince I ſaw you. 


continued Melicourt, of the Anguiſh that ſeiz 
my Soul, when | ſaw myſelf taken; I wenri 


all thoſe. that had a Hand in carrying me off} 4 


The Valet de Chambre curſed a thouſand Times t 
C. he had undertaken: in reality, } 
had REC to do ; _ Fit oe 1 not — 
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he was ford from me. I began, by 2 


You have no room to oak: lovely - Minettey, 
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che Precaution they took, and the conflant Watch 
chey keep over me, I ſhould have abandoned my- 
ſelf to all the Exceſs of my Paſſion- In this Con- 
Alition I arrived at my Father's Houle; they gave 
him an Account of all my Extravagances, of my 
Fe — to take any Suſtenence; on this Confider. 
dice he changed the Conduct he. ha prope poſed to 
mſelf in my regard, and, inſtead of che Chaſtiſement 
he intended for me, treated me with great Lenity; 
| rocking would. appeaſe me; is there any Conſola- 


F — was 2 no purpoſe, I was determined 


* 2. eat till I was at Liberty, all poſſible 


E 


deavours were thought of to compell me to it. 


Days in continual Tranſports of Paſſion, on the 
ſeventh I was ſeiz d with a Fever. 
* J interupted Me licaurt, to let ing * 
ſenſible I wasgigf, theſe Proofs of his Love; 
Was touched with the Marks of my Ten- 
eſs and thus reſumed his Diſcourſe. 
i Whew my-Father found the thing to be ſerious, 
(for | he always imagined that underhand they 
brought me Victuals) he came to me, the better 
ſto clear up his Doubts; the Condition in which 
> found me, ſtartled him extreamly ; nothing leſs 
2 na my Life was at Stake: this was evident, and 


he was very ſenſibly affected; taking me by the 


| Hand, he -awaken'd me from the Doſing into 
- hich: the violence of my Hllneſs had thrown me, 
- me ve me his Word of Honaur, if I would admit 
— Aſſiſtance for the Reeſtabliſhment of 
— Health, he would leave me quite at Liberty to go 
[where I pleaſed. I could depend upon his Word; 
; his favourable Promiſes induced me, in my turn, to 
be govern d and become all Obedience. In order 
d give him the firſt Proofs of it, I took ſome 
Broth before him.; ; the Houſe rung with Joy at 
Change in me: Jy Mother ceaſed to 2 


r 


for a Perſon truly in Love? All this Com- 


II. perſevrerd in this Frenzy, and after lay ing four 
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my Mother behaved herſelf i in ſuch a manner a 
ain, my Copſidenee, by tenderly. complying : 
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whole. ä could never "Induce my 
Father to what I defired : ſhe came to my Bed- 


ſports, confirming to me what my Father had 
aid, and added on her Side all that could con- 
tribute, to my entire Satisfaction; but all her 
Tenderneſs had like. to have been to no purpoſe: 
the many Days 1 had been without taking any 
thin Bag = inflamed my habit of Body and 
5 5 my Stomach it would retain nothing, anc 
q lay two Days at Death's Door. | 
The Eren to Which I was reduced, oor 
put an End to the Joy they had conceiv d of my 
decovery 3 Tears and Apprehenſions ſucceeded i 
its Place ; m/)] Mother . never went from my 
ſide,. however thro” their great Care and dui 


Judged me- out of anger. 


fide and embrac'd me with the moſt lively Tran- 


11 rec ered by Deg zrees, and a fortnight a they | 


hen I found myſelf in- a Condition to talk, 


Ker me on all Occaſions; I made her acquaititec 

with the Situation of my "Heart: Was in, and yoi 
are ſenſible, dear Minette, that could not be with- 
out betraying. your Secret, for which I ask you 
2 Million of Pardons ; but 1 thought it a Jawfut 
Indiſcretion in order to forward the Point, I hac 
propoſed to myſelf. My Mother heard y 
Hiſtory with Alleine, ſhe went directly an 
told i it] my. Father, . whoſe Surprize was ſtill 2 
he would be: ſatisfied of all theſe Particulars fron 
my own. Mouth, I made him Maſter of the whol 
Affair you had im imparted to me, as well as 
could: he promis d to take it into his ſeriou 
Conſideration, he . you had Equity on y 
Shy and if there could be the leaſt Proof bf you 

ith, he gave his Conſent to our Union, And tha 
he. would Ard. Jeb his Aſiſtance W. che Ac 


þ 


3 my I Xe . 
1 Pb a & © we 1 


— 


* 


Þ# 


| 


{adviſe on the like Occaſion, but were he in my 
{Place, he ſhould purſue it with the utmoſt Vigour 


: * 


ö 


it was to expedite this Affair; this Man who had 
the Care of my Education, and who knows, perhap: 
better than I the Views of him who gave me Liſe, 
has promiſed me his Aſſiſtance, and has all the 


f 


- { mediately : judge of my Defpair, upon miſſing 
vou at the Place where I had left you; I ſpent 
three Days in purſuit. of you, till I found you}. 

R ** . 


formerly my Tutor ; I communicated to him my 
Deſigns, hinting at the ſame Time to him the 


Imagine my Joy, adorable Minette, upon this 
Promife coming. from ſuch a worthy Father, 
whoſe Weight and Authority were ſure Warrants 


ſof its Succeſs;. I would have thrown myſelf at 


his Feet, he withheld me and prevented it; the 
ardent Deſire I had of ſeeing you again, and 
bringing yen theſe good Tidings, ſoon reſtored 
me to a perfect State of Healt n. 


forgot his Promiſe, did not permit me to anguiſh ; 
he told me the. Law was on your fide, O charmin 
Minette, and that the Proofs which I had alleds's 


| [ere lulficient for you to be loudly prockimed 


the Daughter ef Monſſeur de——that all we” Had 
to fear, was that being in the Power of yaur 
Parents, nobody would care to eſpouſe your In- 
tereſt. I ask d him his Advice thereon, and I 
Anſwer was, that it was not proper for him to 


and Reſolution. Theſe Words were as ſo many 
Oracles to me, and I-knew how to expound them. 
I gain'd a Chaplain to my Intereſt, who had been 


tacit Conſent my Father had expreſſed to me; ac- 


quainting him likewiſe of how much Conſequence 


kind Diſpoſitions in my regard, I can deſire: 
having taken theſe Meaſures, I came away im- 


In the mean time my Father Who" hat nt 
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At preſent it is your turn, my dear 
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give me a Proof of the Affection, with Which o 
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Lo fo og GI; me; 15 love me fir 
cerely, . you'll 17 2 heſitate one Recent to make 
your Eſcape, an * along with me 1 you Thal 
plight your Faith to me, and I will do dhe kum 


you to my Father's, who will inſtruct us in taf 
king the proper Meaſures our preſent Circum 
ſtances require j you'll find” a ſecond- Mother more 
affectionate, and more indulgent than her who'hay' 
abandoned you to your ill Stars; in a a Word, « 
Minette, you will compleat my Happineſs! 


Eyes tenderly on me, expectin Anſwer: 1 
5 chougheful for * lon Se an extreme 
2 agitated what Torment 

ſuffers. on ſack We I was doub 
and could not determine with my ſelf: my Love 
cally, erceived my Incertitade'; | 'contitnled 8. 


Tt: 
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* 


full Reaſons : the better to perſuade me, he 
called to my Remembrance the Situation in which} 
1 was placed, by my Parent ſlender Regard, ſo 


* 


mk required: he did not forget to make me 
n | 
fing to a ſordid. Intereſt” they had then in View; 
in one Word, that I was lo if I did not take 


a vigorous Reſolution; that I ſhould. be obliged very 


enſue, and that once done, there was no Ton 


— 


don; be here again to morrow at this Time, 
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At this Place Melicaurt topp'd, and fixed BY | 


lay. before me the moſt moving and moſt . 4 


different from What my Birth, and the Ties of . | 


* — 7 


ſhortly to take the Veil, that my Profeſſion would H 


any Hopes. He faid a. great deal more equally} 
convincing, making me- deli the Barbarity there 5 
was, in e, me unhappy, for the ſake of 4 
Siſter who; ought to be no dearer than myſe f? 
this determin'd me. Retire, my Shepherd, {aid 11 
to him, I. fear they will miſtruſt ſo long a Co- 


to you on my fide 3 from thence T will conduct 


I was a Victim, they were ſacri- L | 
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|. 1 xeturg'd to the Houſe in an Agitation eaſily to, 
e conceived : The Averſion I had to the Cloyſter 


- |tur'd, and her Employment engaged her in various 
Affairs; I ſeldom quitted her, and enjoyed the Com- 

| Pany of all thoſe who went backwards and forwards] 
to the Turn, as well as the News that was ſtirring; 
{ I : often took an Opportunity of anſwering, for the 


** 


nclined me joy fully to embrace the honourable 


© 


ome to a Reſolution, Notwithſtanding my low E. 

cation, Blood ſupplied, its Defitiency and my 
Wirth afferted its Rights, I thought it was offending. 
ig poing, of Honour and Decency, to quit'a. Convent, 
where I was placed, to follow a young Man blinded 
perhaps by his Paſſion: the remainder of that Day, 


and the Night following, I paſſed in cruel Incertitude, | 


At laſt. Love and the Hatred of a Convent carried 


claim d me as their Daughter, but treated me with 


who refuſed to let me call em by that Name, I. 


found others who embraced that Title without any 


Merits on my fide ;. I took no Notice ta myſelf that 
it was the Huſband alone prevailed ; be it as it Will, 
I. entirely deliver'd myſelf up to theſe pleaſing Ideas, 
and thought of nothing but by. what Means I could 
get out of the fatal Convent with the greateſt Privacy. 
What cannot, Love effect? difficult as it was to 
make my Eſcape without being diſcovered, this 
did not perplex me; an Expedient occur'd preſent- 
B, and ſeem' d to promiſe Succeſs. I. had taken a 


ropos'd to, me for quitting it; but on the other 


the Day; I believed myſelf excuſable as to thoſe 


|upparallel'd Severity. After weighing theſe Conſide- 
rTations,. I. inchned to the Side that called me to 
Happineſs, the Advantages that were propoſed, ap: 
pear' d. to me to be ſolid; I had a Father and Mo- 


Fancy to the Portreſs, ſhe was merry and gobd- ha- 


Fortreſs, and to be with her when ſhe oper e theGates,| 


83} often as the. Affaig of che Hoeuſe requird it 
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"The LIE F the Incloſure were hung up in che 


the Ways about the Houſe; and it Was - upon, this 
Idea I form'd: my Meaſure. 


Cale we-ſhould never have had. the like Opportu- 
nity again, or elſe I ſhould: run a Risk of being 


once more removed by my Parents 3. in his Opi-| . 


nion was better to wait till night Time; I. con- 


the Superior's Chamber. I bid him be of good 
his Chaize in readineſs at ſome Diſtance from 


it would be eaſy for me to jump into the Vehicle; 


as not to be furrized inthe Fact. Melicuurt a agree 
with me on the Feaſibleneſs of this: 3 


was charm'd with it; having ſettled what was 10 
be done we parted and from that Inſtant: he held 


himſelf in readineſs: I never could: get a favourabl 
A and according to our Agreement, the Aﬀai 


as put off till the next Day. =o 
5 I. paſs d that Night in the moſt king * 


of mind nor ever went to Bed: what ſeem'd to 


| PE wy in 8 appear d much more difficul | 
Etice :: NO EN GY * 


Parlour; the Grate opened upon the outward Por- 
trefs's Room; it often happened that I. was alone 
at the Door; I was perfectiy well acquainted with all | 


Me lirourt was punctual to his Ante D I 
communicated *my- Thenghts to- him ; he heſitated 
1 the Apprehenſion he bad, of my being ſur- 
iz d in the; Execution of my Deſign, ! in which 


vinced him how difficult that would be, for as ſoon 8 
as Night came; according to the Rule of the Houſe 
the Portreſs brought the Keys of- the. Incloſure into 


Courage, and ſhew'd: him; that provided he. had 


Convent-Gate and he could depend upon his Horſes, 


and being once got into a Village; there would be 
no Danger of our · being ſtopd, altho they were 3 
ſee me in the very Inſtant of my Flight 3 chat 
che only critical Moment was the opening the 
Gate ! but ſince I was once determined, I ſhould take} 
my Meaſures ſo juſtly and in ſo favourable à time 


9 — to. 


. 


* * 


2 D 


| | ther Portreſs was obliged to 


not inthe leaſt EEC and as I. ee aer roſe 


| nie, Lows ee to. execute my Deſign whi 


Mother Portreſs - was accuſt 


into erer that belong d to the outward Portzeſs,tha 
they might be able to do the Buſineſs of the -Houſe | 


1 leſt the Door of my Cell on Py by which, Mo 
gingling of her Keys and knew bly Step; I ſtaic til 


lour: Vou may judge of my Joy when I ſpied t 


Keys, I: ſeiz!d' em and opened the Door of the In“ 
cloſure: I had the prefence of Mind to ſhut it aftey - 


me, and carry away the Keys that I might ha 


time to join my Lover, having all the Reaſon in the - 


World to rae EY being diſcovered by an 


5 - Aa e and Who 8 


— again; c on account of m 
1 could 2 per Open open the Street- D 
difficult Th 

ſaw my Deſign and eri out for Aſſiſtanee: happily 
for me twas early in the Morning, and no. body pal 
ſing — that time. Melicourt upon the Watch, 


„ which had a ver 


5 55 ee ine, ran up with: a Feotman to the 
iD „ and 2 — force it open; ſeein i 


im ſo near I recoverd my r 
hought "myſelf of making uſe of another Key: 


in the Lock, it opened all at once : I ſcream d 
or Joy, and chrew: myſelf into Me/icoprt's* Arms, 


che Nuns,deſperately en raged at my 


ty tim 
11 — could hear them at 8. iſtaner from 


— * —— 


; I heard her by the 


me had done her Buſineſs and was gone to Choir; 
as ſoon as I thought ſhe was there, I ran to the Par; 


v —.— 10 l ee 
e Nuns were run up to a Window 


rder to have the greater Force in turning that which | 


ot without trembling however from Head to Feet. 


| | 
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village, We e went Poſt Thar whole Day; without] - 
ſtopping, 15 lay in a French Village where we were 
out of of keing taken. The Chaplain whom 


Place; and ſuitable to the Deſign, he had given 
Notice to the Curate, that he intended to ſay Maſs 


were Witneſſes, and ſigned: a Varriage-Certificate: 
(ready for that Purpoſe) not fuſpecting the" leaſt 
Contrivance. After this, we ſet out with mutual Satis · 
faction; for my Part, I was extreamly pleas d to 
follow a Huſband I loyal and glad to reconcile td 
Inclination with my Duty. | 

The Valet de Chantbre who was on Horſe-Backwene 
before? to M. where he appriz d Monſieur and Ma- 


Reception I found, made me eaſily forget the ſma 
Regard my real Parents ſhew'd me 3 It was 

but Daughter and dear Daughter at every Word z 
the whole Houſe adored' me, and J had all the rea- 


cruel ars the Turns of Fortune, this provd but a 
mort Calm that was ſoon to be follo ol by :aidreads 

ful Storm! Ah! I cannot reflect on it without being 
fir with Horror. Manſieur de Meljcourt who wiſfud 


nevertheleſs it might be made a ppearwho I was, find - 
ing conſiderable Advantages in my Alliance; by 
reaſon- of the large Eſtate that devolvd to me, in| 


caſe i it came to conſirm'd, he having but à ſmall 
ene, regulated my Affairs, and from the Inſtructi- 
ons J had given him, drew up, his Remonſtrance 


corroborated with undeniable Teſtimonies. He had 
been with the Gardiner and his Wife, at whoſe 
Houſe I had been brought up as their Daughter: 
in order not to alarm, theſe poor People, he preten- 
ded he came from Madame de and the more ca- 
5 to impoſe upon them gave them ſome Money as 
d for. N bad | 


— 
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Ma mentioned to me, waited for us in this 


the next Morning at break of Day. Under this Pre- | 
text he married us, in preſence of four Peaſants who 


ame de Mfelicauit with what had happened ; the kind 


ſon imaginable to bleſs my Lot: but Alas  how| 


ES 


„ 


* | curd: both. Melicurt and myſelf from. ſo. ard. 


r 
di me: During the Converſation he had with them 
on this Subject, two indifferent Witneſſes, very crey WM | 
ditable Perſons, were prepared and placed for that 
Pupoſe. My pretended, Parents, who miſtruſted} | 
_ nothing, and look'd on. Menfieur de Melicourt as a 
Steward to. Monfieur and Madame de—— made no 
Myſtery of an Affair, with. which he ſeem' d fo well 
acquainted ;; in fine, he was perfectly ſatisfied. with 

his Journey; but his Nicety in doing every thing 
according to Form, ruin'd us 3 he threw off the 

Mask, as ſoon as he had got what he deſired out 
of theſe People, he forgot his Character of Steward 
and aſſumed the Commiſſioner, obliged em to ſign; 
an Acknowledgment purporting that L was none of 
their Daughter but the Daughter of Madame de 
The Gardiner, upon this, as well as his Wife, guess d 
they had been pumping the Secret out of them; and 
fearing leaſt my Mother ſhould expreſs her Reſent- 
ment againſt them for it, they were no ſooner at 
Liberty but they run ta acquaint her: The Uncer - 
fand who was underhand making ſtrict Enquiry afler 

me, clear d up on the Gardiner's Relation; he ſoon 


* 


* An... 
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learnd the ſequel of the Adventure and Ge Name 
of my Protectors. The Buſineſs appear d to him 
| of too much Moment to admit of any Delay; 
he immediately took Poſt and went to Court to pre- 
vent any ill Conſequences: that might ariſe from it. 
ſettled my Affairs, ſent me with his Son to an E, 
_ | Nate: at two Leagues diſtance from him; as he 
thought proper to conceal our Marriage andnot declare 
it ti'Lhe was obliged, he apprehended the Lown wa: 
tao publick. Since he eſpous d my Intereſt, tis not 
far me to determine, whether he pitched upon 
| wrong Methods, but if I. may judge of it from the 
- { Confequences he could not have. ated more cruelly 

perhaps a different Conduct in him might hays ref 


— — — 
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(with Martial- Men, and he that heads cha] 6255 s he 
js come in the King's Name. Whilſt they were 
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| TT But what do I ſay, Ties is "the Place Uk 


is out of the Reach of Sovereign Power! 


Chamber all in Tears : Ah! ſaid they, 
Hisfortunes are we threatned? * the is filld 


ay ing this, in came two Exempts; 3 both of them 
gnified their Orders to us; my dear Huſband would 
ave defended himſelf, but alas“! what could he 


but ſcream moſt dreadfully, bemoan myfelf an 
TY, but nothing could mollify theſe Barbarians; 
hey forced us afunder.” I dont know what they 
lid with my Huſband: they brought me hither, 


Mother; Rage in his Countenance, and her Eyes 
drownded in Tears: Well Huſſy, ſays my Father 
ſternly to me, does it become as you to conſpire 
againſt thoſe who have raiſed you from nothing? 
to have Recourſe to Calumny for ſetting ourfelf 
at Liberty, and getting a Idand- vod 27 

wo things to reſolve on, forry Wretch, either to 
ake the Habit to-morrow, or periſh. Saying this 
he held up his Hand at me: mind what I ſay toe 


you; if in two Days you don't ask to be receiy d 
a Nun; or if, as you have already done, you pre- 


end to prate, expect no longer to find in me a Pro- 


led me to the Door of the Inclofure, whiſper'd' the 
Abbeſs, and retired 

I wont repeat to you all the Vexations and Re- 
iproaches I had to ſuffer from the Superior: en- 
raged at me for the Trick I had play'd her, in 
running away from her Houſe, . ſhe was inceſſantly 
tormenting me, and for ever telling me, the beſt 
thing for me was blind Obedience; that Mon- 
ſeur — had no er and chat a a 3 as 


LI 


One Night as we lay quietly a Sleep, we were 
wakened by our Sevants, ho came Tuſhing into our 
—— What 


lo againſt twenty Men! for my Part, I did _—_ | 


#here the firſt Thing I ſaw was my Father al | 
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tector but an Executioner. With theſe Words, he | 
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Itrue, becauſe. they think all is over; but what 


I had taken the Veil, it behoved me to «behave 
in ſuch a manner as to forget my former Life. 
I paſſed that Night, and the Day following in 
Affliction, and on the third I entered into my 
I cannot tell, my dear Miſs, continued Saint 
| Apnes,. (for that was the Name of this aimable 
Perſon) what has happen'd ſincè that Time, ner 
what is become of Melicuurt; all I know for 
certain, to my Sorrow, is, that at the Expiration of 
the Year; my Father (whom I-ought not to call 
by that Name, on account of his Barbarity,) 
came here that very Day, and ſending for me 
ſhut himſelf up with me alone, and told me in ſuch 
a. Tone, that I ſtill ſhudder at the Remembrance 
of it, if I did not make my Profeſſion the next 
Day or the Day after, he would come and fetch 
me away, having taken moſt aſſured means of 
ſeverely revenging himfelf on me for my Diſ- 
IRE Coe eee ad Het 
In fine, what ſhall. I ay to you more? this 
}cruel Sacrifice has bound me for ever, I languiſh 
and I figh: they uſe me with more Kindneſs, tis 


Satisfaction can be made me, who can give me 
n Equivalent for the Torments T endure? Though 


oubt of my eternal Salvation. On uttering theſe 
V ords, the ſorrowfull Sz. Agnes wept moſt bitterly. 
pouſe of my Heart, ſhe cried ! ftill let me pro- 
ounce that Name fo ſolemnly acquired at the 
Foot of the Altar? Ah! nothing ſhall ever efface 
hy dear Image from my Soul; Sighs intercepted 
er Speech, I was moſt fenſibly ſtruck with this 
ight, the Circumftances I was then in, made it 

& me the mort, and partake of her'Tronble; 
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I did my utmoſt. to comfort her, and ga ve her : 
ſuch Marks of my Friendlhip, as to bal Win 
her ſo far, as to mitigate her Sorrow. 
I was too much 8 of the Sincerity o of 
the tender Confidence St. Agnes placed in me, Th 
to manifeſt it to her, wh I did by diſcloſing 
my Heart, hiding from her no Part of my Hif- 
tory. She was pleas'd with theſe Marks of my 
ſincere | Attachment and pitied my Sufferings ; 
But theſe may change, lovely 7enny, continued 
ſhe ; You have the Pleaſure .of Hopes left you 
ſtill: that is not my Caſe; in my preſent Situation, 
I is loſt in this World for me: Death that puts 
n End to other People's Troubles, opens to me 
Door to everlaſting Puniſhments; Which Duty 
nuſt I comply with, am I a Wife, or a religious 
oman-? what doi ſay ? I am both at the fame 
Time! Why did not you, ſays I, Lars our —- 
Mariage to Monſieur de——when he would ohe . 
you to become a Nun? Did I not, replied A 5 
Agnes? he knew it very well. What name do : 
you. [think he gave our Marriage? No better 
than Folly and Madneſs: But you ought at leaſt | 
replied I, to have proteſted againſt your Profeſſion | 
invalid by Realon of *. Conſtraint you were 
under. Ah! how could I, anſwer'd this poor Girl? 


u the Time of my Noviceſhip I never was i 


ruſted. out of Sight: Of what. Uſe would it have 
proved to me, after. my Profeſſion, to rehell, but 
to have excited their greater Severity againſt ve? 
The Severity of St. Agnes's Lot appear 4 


and we became ſo i intimate, as ſcarce ever to leave 


reat Conſolation to me; but I was ſoon depriy'd 
f this Relief, and I ſhortly experienc d that For- c 
une was not weary of perſecuting me. 
Notwithſtanding or one ought not to have any Faith in 
a thouſand little . that are e to 
3 R Ea 4 | 


plain to me: her Misfortunes ſo united me to © 


ach other: our mutual Confidences prov'd of _ 1 
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{creep into young People's Minds, yet I could not 

help being ſtruck with a Dream I had at that 

Time, and which has proyd the Prefage of what ſince 
A befell me. % e, MS ID [LOIN Ons. peywy 


to PraQtices, which an ignorant Pride' has deviſed 
44 E n : 1 x 
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ſriage, could not bring herfelf to the Way of 
living in thoſe religious Houſes: on this Confider- 
ation, from her mortal Averſion to the Monaſ- 
ſtery, ſhe had taken it into her Head that ſhe was 
' not to ſtay there. Her Inclination for Marriage, 


> FEA I ES . E ne 5 
| Se. Agnes and 1 were mightily diverted with | 
[the Girl's Company; ſhe generally making one in 


particularly as to our Averſion to the Cloyſter ; 
jour Diſcourſe frequently run upon the Means, 


Liberty, and ſcarce a Day paſſed but Rencvill 
amuſed us with ſome new Diſcovery relating to it. 

[Though Cards were expreſsly forbid, ſhe was 
 TMiſtreſs of a Pack which ſhe ' conſulted daily, 
and would fain perſuade us, inform'd her of what 
Was to happen. Beſides. this, ſhe imagined her- 


by which ſhe could draw ſure Concluſions con- 
cerning Futurity : Though Sr. Agnes and I were 
. tabove ſuch nonſenſical Follies, nevertheleſs we often 
fjamuſed ourſelves at her Expence; every Morning 
Iſhe was ſure to tell us Woot GS mne had the 
preceeding Night; then 


to vex her, which Was as often as We” eee 


* 


One of the Boarders, calbd Nenngwville, the 


{youngeſt of ſeyen Siſters, whoſe Mother had mar- 


ried a young Man of no Fortane-in ſecond Mar- 


arried her Imagination into the wide World, and 
being of a very lively Temper, ſhe” had Recourſe 


ur little Parties of Pleaſure : without repoſing an 
ntire Confidence in her, we were very intimate, | 


hough very chimerical Ones, of obtaining our 


{elf Miſtreſs of ſome Secrets with regard to Dreams, 


Night; then ſhe” obliged us to tell 
Dur, all Which ſhe immediately, eren e 
cording to her Rules: but wien we had a mind 
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of her Company, it was ſufficient, to. declare, we 
did not believe a Word, ſhe ſaid : Nothing to her 
could he more mortifying. | 


an Air that would have ſuited the moſt joyful 
5 ydings; Now at leaſt, cried ſhe embracing Us, 
you'll no longer ſay. I am mad; here is an in- 
fallible Secret to know. our ſeveral Fortunes by 
Dreams: how, glad am I, continued ſhe. clapping. 
her Hands for Joy. Her Tranſport ſet us 8 
laughing. Nay, its no jeſting matter; added ſhe, 


joy'd, III. lay a Wager. Her 
2 Book out of her Pocket, y — = is; 

found it 9 be a Treatiſe, of . „ and their Sig- 
were ſeveral. Methods laid. down; I ſhal relate 


eat any Dinner, taking no other Nouriſhment at 


night. than a Cake made with half a pound of 


Rain Water. 
The black. Hen. made. a | ned: Imprefion on de 


infallible; 8 Wal! we were to make, and we three 


93 4 


extraordinary. Dream; There's for. a cred 4% 
Renne ville 3 addreſſing herſelf; to me. Very w. 
miners 3 but let's hear the reſt, 55 Renewvil 


Led, Wn. wa. 


One Evening St. Agnes and I were pts by | 
my Fire-ſide, de Renewille entered the Room with. | 


vhen, you know the, pe N Allie 4 
, pulling, 


A 
in print tos; I leave you to judge now. 1 Aer 
can be any doubt of it. I epen'd the Book and | 


ifications, -with the Ari of. procuring. Them. . There | 


1 I ok fs 4 
t Was required to 5 twice 3 220k Hours | 5 
without any Supper, and the third; Day not to 


Rennewille,, inſomuch that ſhe warranted the Secret 


one, which, to e her, we were forced 15 


Bor without any Salt, and inſtead of Butter, 
work'd up with the . of a black He and 


— 
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215 — as ſhe aſſured us the next e. a : yery I 
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me of any Curioſity; but there was Quiet till 1 


1 
— 0 — 
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ſtated, as J am apt to believe, or that the Secret 
realy had it's Effect, that very Night 1 had al 


Fappened. 50 


4a Tote, made me very ' defirous to reach it, 
tho all 


{of "arriving at the Path, making me flight all 


_ | pleaſing, that I followed him with 


4 
„ 14 f * * ” & 
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ed them, had not a Stanger pointed out a ' Paſ- 
no fooner arriv'd, but he began to lead the way, 


look'd very ſimply, when Sr. Agnes added, that 
indeed ſhe had dreamt very ſtrangly all night 
long; but when ſhe wak'd, the could not recol- 
lect a ſingle Circumſtance. This would have cured 


conſented to try the Experiment: St. Agnes w:s' 
blamed for having drank twice after the Cake, 
whereas according to what was expreſsly ſpeei- 
fied, it ought to have been but once: Care was 
taken that I complied to a Tittle with the Di- 
rections. F Di doh 

1 did not uſaally dream; nevertheleſs, whether 
my Imagination was more than commonly agi- 


Dream which I ſhall never forget as long as I 
live. It was ſo uniform and ſo very particular, 
that I can't forbear relating it: Reaſon convince 


Methought, I had left the Monaſtery and was got 
eagerly about for a better Way. A Path, which 
appear'd at ſome Diſtance thro' the Openings of 
my endeavours were in vain, for the 
farther I advanced, the more I found myſelf en- 
tangled ; but fill I was not diſcouraged; the Hopes 
 Obftacles ; nevertheleſs, I could not have ſurmount- 
fage which brought me directly to him. I had 


looking back from time to time and ſmiling upon 
me: hewas dreſſed in black, with a Countenance ſo 
great. . 


„ 


the difficulty I found in advancing, made me look 
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in the Air crying out, Fane, Fane, tale Cale; 


paſſing the Water, from which my natural A 
prehenſion of that Element prevented r 


and, reaching the farth 
follow his Example; but the F. ear of being 
drownded ſtill prevailed. 1. went up the Bank 
in order to find it paſſable above, but to my 
great Surprize found it wider and wider. Upon 
this I return'd, and began to think. of ehen 
over, to which the Stranger invited me with the 
moſt alluring Geſtures; when I heard a Voice 


5 


if you þaſs- the Torrent, You' 7 be © exour d by. a Mon- 
fer. Looking up, I ſaw in a Cloud which Was 
flying away, a Woman with a Majeſtick Coun- 


adorn d with ſeveral Streamers waving in the Wi 
on which appear'd the following Words: Without 


Moment the whole. Pageant was loſtin the louds. 
I caſt a melancholy look on the Stream; the 


follow him; but, reflecting on what I had, ſeen. 
and heard, 1 return'd very 4 

I was curious, thro' Apprehenſion of being purſued, 
to look behind me: but, what a. Surprize,! what 


me unuſual Speed. _ 

Being now at a cadet De and. 48 
I imagin'd, out of danger, I once — 
towards the fatal Place; inſtead of the Stream, 


a peſtiferous Vapour ;. thro the Clouds, every, Mos, 
ment Aare out ſadden Maths: of ae 
3 


fo 


_— 


We Tad” walk'd Ao Aline: a Mlle, = wa. 
came to a large Stream. dividing the Path in two 
there was no coming to the other Side; 1 5 : 


But this was no hinderance to the Stranger, | 
Who ſeem' d to walk WB: 5 RG Surface, 
r , invited me to 


Virtue no one can arrive at 22 Port. . But in a 


aſtily the way J came 3 


* 


— 


tenance, ſeated as it were on Fir ſtern of a. Shi 1. | 


Stranger redoubled his Importunities for me to 


a Change ! the Stranger was, become a= hideous] 
Monſter, in full purſuit to deyour me! Fear e N 


there appear d a black thick, Miſt, ſending; forth, | © 


— = 


þ 


I * 


* £5 


4 | 


| 


be devour'd, faid I to myſelf::upon this Reffection I 


th. At A. 


 I& A Pallace abhtre Happineſs attends you, Alaſs 
 [atifver'd I, my pretty Lamb, how can that be 


[wiSata ſmall Dilance, but as frightful as tlie other 
as charming; its Walls were black” and Hideous 
mice Entrance enormouſly wide, thro” which Exrcuds 

ee e wa burying, e 


|terrifyinga Scene. 
As T advanced, I found the Path gradually en- 


Whole Structure appear'd to be in the grand Taſte. 


ſeem'd very pleaſing to him; but I was not a 


t fought along time in vain to find: the Door: 
{Fifa me, continued the Lamb, PII few you one 


e eee 
deere barks dene Een 
d with the utmoſt Precipitancy from fo 


that 


larged itfe}f ; it brought me to a delightful Meadow, 
enamelbd with a thouſand beautiful Flowers, the 
Point of View terminated in a magnificent Pallace, 


Heaven be prais d, ſaid I to myſelf, here at leaft 
ar Troubles will end; this Pallace is certainly 


 finhabitated, and I may poſſibly gain Admittance ; 
wich this Hope I advanced towards the Building, 
but was infinitely ſurpris'd in arriving at it, to. 
find no Gate, cho“ 1 oke'd earneſtly on all Sides. 
(Night came on, the furious Monſter, I had ſo 
late 


ly ſeen, alarm'd me cruelly; I ſhall certainly 


burſt into Tears. a 

Whilſt I was ſinking under this perplexity there 
came and fawn'd upon mea Lamb, whoſe Fleece 
fut paſſed the new. fallen Snow, little Garland”; of 
Flowers were tied about him with curious Rib- 
bons. He plaid round me ſo prettily that I could 
not forbear returning him his Careſſes, which 


Httle 3 T8 to hear him ſpeak to me in the fol- 
lowing Manner: FolLw mo, Jenny; PII e 


Neunte he meant That which was before Ls) 


efently. I complied, but was uneaſy to find we 
fed by the Pallace T had admir'd ſo much. 
A ile of Buildings, which J had not obſerv'd, 


WED IF _ a 1 aac A 


— 3 
* 
„ . . We 7 


[Struck at what I faw, I ſtopp'd ſhort. The Lam 
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renew d his Careſſes to engage me to advanee; 
anſwer d to what he alledged to prevail on me 
that we had paſſed by the Pallace, where 14efir 
to be introduced. 
Finding he could not fect: he ak gp: an E nd 
ſaying, Since fair Means will not prevail, thou fl, 
know what I am, In an inſtant his Fleece wa 
changed into a "Yor ſad-colour'd Haijr, his: Ey 
rolling with Fury. Let any One imagine th 
Terror which ſeiz'd me, when I beheld the fam 
Monſter who had perſued me before]! He flew a 
me, and my Out-cries echoed on all Sides. 
I was on the Point of falling a Prey, to him 
when a ſhrill diſtin& Voice put a ſtop to his Fury 
Hold, Fatal Enemy, it ſaid Fane refiis'd of her o 
accord to enter thyPallace, thou haft no farther "ne 
begone, O Vice ; this Fial ſuffices,” for the futare| 
my Pallace feall be her Refuge. Theſe ines 
pronounced, the ſame Deity I had feen be- 
fore in the Air, appear d again, covering her Face 
that ſhe might not behold ſo horrid 4 Mon 
ſter. Giving me her Hand, ſhe led me to tlie o 


much wiſh'd d-for Palace: we enter d by a' ſteep 
and narrow Stair-cafe, which I had net diſcover'd 
and which brought us to a ſpacious Temple, in- 
ſpiring Joy and Content into all that entered. In 
it was placed the Throne of Virtue, ſurrounded 
by a ſmall, though ſelect and noble Attendance 
| Notw thitanding the ſolid Pleaſures which reign'd 
in this happy Abode, ſomething, methought, was 
* to campleat my Happineſs. Eut, diene 
eluſion f all my Vows were ſooh accompliſh 


W. iſdom, Who it ſeem'd directed the Ceremonies, 3 
conducted me to the Altar: Heavens! what do, 1M 1 


there? the argue! our Hands are united 5 


farted out of my Sleep. . 
This Dream made lach an Impreſfon. on m 


—— — 


Soul, unable to bear ſuch an Extaſy, | dies a Wax . 


And, ma- 1 Agen two Hours 1 in del cting on 1 | 


1 * and 2 * furpris'd me in my 
Meditation; I'll lay a Wager, cried the Latter, yo 
| have dreamt of ſomething, and have not forg | 
[ it. As I was unwilling to make her acquainted with 
| what had paſſed, I pretended the ſame Excuſe whic 
Saint ow had made, that I could remembe 
nothing of it. Vou are a couple of Diſſemblers, 
ſays de. Renewille, I. fee plainly ; the Secret is 
good one and you have found the Benefit of it: 
but you are for keeping it to yourſelyes : Well, 
days ſhe with an Air of Scorn, I'Il try it myſelf, and 
to be eyen with you, will be as reſery'das yourſe. ves. 
| Saying this ſhe left us, and, as ſhe was, often times 
inſupportable, her Company was not at all deſir d. 

As ſoon, as we were alone, I acquainted 8. 
| | Hanes with my Dream; ſhe was ſurpris d, and tol, 
{me it portended ſomething : You will be ee in 
Difficulties, continued ſhe; but Happineſs attends. you 
at laſt. Alas ! how far different is my unhappy Fate 
no Hope left, nothing but continual Afflictions to be 
| {expeCted ! I endeavoured to divert the dear Creature 
_ Heeing her Eyes full of Tears, and in order to it, made 
her write down my Dream: We both of us frequent- 
ly employ'd ourſelves in. writing our Adventures, 
which ſery'd at leaft to amuſe us. 

One Morning whilſt Se. Agnes and I were reaſoning 
lon the unhappy Condition of a. young Woman who 
{falls a. Sacrifice to the Intereſt or Caprice of her Pa- 
| jrents, de Rennewille put a Stop to our Reflections, by 
coming to tell us that a young Lady, who ſeem'd 
ſto be overwhelm'd with Sorrow, was juſt arrived: 

[You'll find ſhe is ſome unfortunate Victim, continu- 
ed de Rennewille, one may read as much in her ve 7 
Countenance. Sr. Agnes, as well as I, was too mu 

affected with what we had been talking of, to mind 
the News de Rennewille brought us: for my Fart, L 
little imagined how deeply I was like to be Cconcern' 'd. 
De Renneville who never ſtaid long in a Place, 
ing we were not ee to chat with her, pre 
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one running to my Aſſiſtance, Nuns and Penſior = 


bo . it's no wonder my Brother breathes dne | 


iſpirited than uſual, own'd very frankly ſhe could 
bear up no longer againſt her Misfortunes. I took 
this Opportunity to adviſe her, that if that was the 
Caſe, if was high Time to take ſome Meaſures for 
putting an End to them; that fomething+fhonld be 
ready drawn up, which, when an Opportunity offer d 


— 


ready exerted himſelf in her behalf. This Advice 
gave her new Life, ſhe defir'd me to write a Memo- 


Proteſtation againſt her Vous; a fortunate Precauti-| 


thought of being employed in the Affair, of that we 
were on the Point of being ſeparated from each other 
| Juſt as Sr. Agęnes had made up the Packet, t 
Bell rung to go to the Refectory: We made all the 
Haſte peffible, having been frequently reprimanded 
for coming too late. I went as uſual to ogy d- 
ners Table; the y 2 255 de. Renne ville. 
mentioned, was. . She roſe out ar © a 
1 805 — wor” —— 

P let any one e of my Aﬀe | 
ment My 2 g the Moment 1 dif. 
cover'd- one I had no reaſon the i 
in a Word, Mademivijelle i Elbieu rr. 

I turn'd pale at the Rencounter, a general Tre mb 
ling ſein 'd* me, and I fell back into a Chair ever 


without 5 ano T much beloved, e 
Elbicur herſelf among the Reſt, not having difeoves 
red who J was. The Moment ſhe look*d me in the 
Face; the recollected herſelf : Good God ! cried ſhe 
what do I ſee! it's Jenny who would have thought 


ns ns 
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— as We refured our © Subj; and 55. _— more | 


ſhould be ſent to Monfleur de Melicourt, who had al- 


rial of what had paſſed : To this ſhe ſubjoined at 
on, as it afterwards prov'd, though I then little 
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2 all the Way, that I was a 100 _ 
Cree an A the Occafion. * Rap: Brother's b being 
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Affaſſinated; in fine, ſhe filled the whole Houſe 
with her Tears and Lamentations. '_ 

touch upon the Occaſion which brought Mademoi ſelle 
d"Elbieux to the Monaſtery where I was placed. | 
A Servant belonging to the Chevalier d Elbieux, 


{acquainted the Counteſ with: what had happen' d. 
struck with the deſperate Condition her Son was in, 
ſhe reſolved to ſet out with her Daughter in a Chaiſe 
to come and tend him: But as misfortune generally 
follows misfortune, ſhe had no ſooner left her own 
Houſe, but a Meſſenger arriv'd from Paris, ſent ex- 
(preſs by her Huſband, who was under Confinement 

ſon Account of à Quarrel with a Perſon of Quality, 
directing her to repair inſtantly to Paris in order to 
\{follicit his Diſcharge. The Counteſs was overwhelm'd: 
| h'thik ſecond Diſaſter, divided as ſhe was between 


' : 2 Hgr own Inclinations the Son would have 
-Preference : but the Imputation of not being 


Wi have: been confirm'd on ſuch an urgent Occa- 
fon) determin'd her to take the Road for Paris. 
Mademnniſelle d Elbieux was of the ſame Opinion; 
but her Tenderneſs for the Chevalier made her tell 
the Counteſs, that he ought not to be abandoned 
_ halt his Life was in ſuch eminent Danger, 
and therefore obtain'd her Conſent to go to Ma- 
lame de 6 —, whither the Counteſi could not 
oſſibly carry her (though ſhe would very gladly 
ve done it) without loſing an entire Day by going 
ſo far out of the Road; whereas by her Huſband's 
Orders ſhe was obliged to reach Paris that Night, 
whilſt i theſe. Things were ſettling in ſueh a manner 
that they might nat interfere one with another, the 
| Counteſs bethought herſelf of having been a Penſio, 
ner in the Monaſtery where J actually was, and 


4 


But before I proceed, it will not be improper to 
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who was preſent at the Rencounter, took Poſt and 


Duty to: the Count and tender regard for her 


very good Terms with her Huſband (and which 
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Which lying in her Road to Paris, was a conveni-| 


Wo <P 


ent Place to ſet — his — 4 who from 
hence might go in another Chaiſe! to Madame 4 
— 8 Caſtle, which the knew was but 11 _— 
Miles  diftant. of 
The Train ws Misfortanes ieh Kan me 
| order'd it ſo, that when the Counteſs arrived, there 
4 * was no Chaiſe to be had for her Daughter; the 
Abbeſs thought of an Expedient, which was to ſend 
Meſſenger to Madame de G for one, and in 
he mean Time Mademoiſelle d* Elbieux, was to fray Mi 
t the Monaſtery ; in ſuch Caſes, the Strangers 
ſually dined in a Parlour, but my ill-fated Deſli- 1 
: y inclined her to dine in the Refectory, where we 
| et. There are in Life, often effected by mere 
0 hance, Occuttencies ſo very ſingular, that one is 
pt to attribute them to premeditated Deſigns; in 
; eality, nothing could be more extraordinary than 
b 


> 


N what happen d to me at this Juncture. Though 
there was nothing ſurpriſing in the Counts being 
ö confined, every Da W producing Adventures of | that | 


; Nature, yet I could never ſatisfy myſelf as to this 
" Incident; efpecially when it ſo nearly concern'd-me 
2 not to be diſcover d. But to return to our Hi 
| tory. 

„ 2 de Eb 2 Out-c -cries lk "Ca of 
4 the Nuns after her to know the Occaſion. Her 
0 Reſentment againſt me exerted itſelf very ſeverly; 
1 the gave them my Hiſtory (not forgetting what 
, I came from) ſetting off every  Circumſtange 


. in the ſtrongeſt Colours, Malice could poſſibly in- 
ö vent; and all this before the Abbefs and en oh 
; jof the Nuns. The Abbeſs, piqued. at her being 

; impoſed. on, aſſured Mademoiſelle d Elbieux, thit 
ſince it was ſo, ſhe would ſend me away gd $ 
ſhortly. 

A Chaiſe bile lingght the next-Moming.. Ma- 
damtiſelle 4 Elljeus went away; for my P art, 
hat Day and the following Nigbt were ſpent in 
: "ps: ed EP; 8 WW amiable, Saing Agnes, 
q . — — ©7701": 


** 8 


4: Ed Tn e 


„ 


N 3 
1 k 3 


K+ 
— 


U < oy * 
>; , 
L ; A 
#7 * 
42 a < , , 
— 
o * * 
* ** C5 „ 


„ 8 | 


SD 2 * 
E 
4 Q y > i 
\ 1 1 A 
: "x. 2 


4 
_ 


* * 


Fo. 
— % 


1 
77 


| terrified at the continual Faintings which ſeiz d me, 
employed all the Care the tendereſt Friendſhip 
could deviſe in my behalf: take Courage, my 
Dear, ſaid ſhe, you will one Day furmount theſe] 
| Difficulties, I undertike to foretell; in the mean 
Time, Patience and Policy muſt not be wanting; 
if you ſuffer yourſelf to be thus caſt down, che 
whole Monaſtery will believe all the wicked Crea-| 


[leaves a Mark: but that is not the worſt I dread;| 
ſooner or later, what ſhe has alledg'd, will be 
remember d; and when I reflect on the Conſe- 
{quences that I may naturally follow, I give myſelf 
ſover for loſt, When Madamai elle D' Elbieux ar- 
ſrives at Madame de G——s, her Tears and juſt 
Reſentment will entirely deſtroy the little — 1 
have left with my Patroneſs, asevery thing makes 
gainſt me; the Letters ſhe formerly wrote, which 
l have mentioned to you, left too deep an Im- 
ppreſſion in Madame de G 's Mind, to ſay no- 
hing of what has happen'd ſince; her abrupt 
Manner of leaying me, the little Notice ſhe 


-Pidications that I am not miſtaken ? Yes, 
continued I burſting into Tears, and to compleat 
my Miſery, I ſhall perhaps be torn from you: 

[This very Monaſtery, once ſo hateful, thro' the 
friendſhip with which you are pleaſed to honour 

me, is become the deareſt Object of my Wiſhes. 

aint Agnes plainly ſnew'd by her Tears and Ca- 
freſſes, how much ſhe was affected with what J ſaid, 
when a Perſon came to acquaint” me that the Ab- 

Peſs call'd for me. Ah! cried I, here begins my 

new Train of Misfortunes. 1 followed the Nun 

who came for me, S8“. Agnes making a Sign that 
ne would wait for me in her Cell 1 came to the 
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akes of me at preſent, are they not fatal 


lied I, — wks a great * and por 
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Abbeſs's Chamber under terrible Apprehenſions Js 
ſhe was ſurrounded by ſeveral Nuns who talk d 
to her with great Vehemenence. I no ſooner ap- 


{ 


could not pretend to unravel : that I had nothing 


ear'd but a general Silence follow'd ; Come hither, 

iſs, cried the Abbeſs, pray inform me, as to beſure| 
ou can, what Reaſon Madame de G——- could 
ave for deceiving me, and paſſing you upon me}; 
or her Niece. Had ſhe thought fit to have truſted} 
me with the Secret, it might have been of Ser- 


ice to you; eſpecially as I am ſenſible of the 
U 5 have to that Lady, which I am not 


amed to acknowledge, as all here preſent can 
itneſs. In all Appearance you are much in Fa- 
our with her; her adopting a Country Girl for a 
iece, is certainly a convincing Proof. You ſeem 
little confounded ; but, take Courage, You come 
T well recommended to have, the leaſt Reaſon ! - 
to apprehend any ill Uſuage from me: Neverthe- 
eſs, tell the Truth; for that alone can entitle 
vou to an Abode here. Conſider, whether you 
had beſt intereſt me in your behalf, or provide for | 
| This i 52 Z 


' 


This Harangue, from a reverend Perſon, went 
o far as to draw Tears, but gave me no Encour- 
agement to ſpeak my Mind: as it laſted a con- 
ſiderable while, through her want of Breath, I. 
had ſufficient Time to reflect how I ſhould behave | 
I concluded not to explain myſelf till I heard from 
Madame de G , who, it was natural to ima- 
eine, upon Mademoiſelle D' Elbieux*s Arrival, would} 
come toa Reſolution, and either ſend a Meſſenger 
or write to me. Upon this I anſwered ; that 1 
knew Mademoiſelle D Elbieux, and the little Favour: 
I could expect at her Hands; but as to the Airs 
ſhe had been pleaſed to give herſelf, and the Chas} 
rater ſhe had beſtow'd on me, it was a Myſtery} 


* 


mare to ſay, but was ready to return, if it ſhould} 
requir'd The Abbeſs, e to ſee me ſe 
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comfort her; the Apprehenſion that I ſhould be 


ſelves in our Behalf! The remaining Part of the 


that Hour. Are you awake dear Jenny? faid Se, 
how 3 you n Pl lay a Wager, faid ſhe 


; whiſper'd one of ne of the Nuns, and then made 
Sign for me to retire, which 1 did, making a 
ow Courteſy, and repair d to my Cell, where I 
ound St. Agnes waiting for me in great Anxiety. 
She wes all in Tears, and it was my Turn to 


ent away, and the fear of loſing fo intimate a 
riend alarm'd her cruelly. And indeed, What 
an be a greater Conſolation, than to ſhare our 
riefs with one who Affectionately intereſts them- 


y was ſpent in melancholy Reflections, and we 
hid not part till very late at Night. 
Notwithſtand ng hs Trouble af Mind 1 lay un- 
I was on the Point of falling a fleep, when 
heard my Door open; I trembled every Joint, | 
ot being able to divine who could come to me * 


er, coming up to me. Good God! repli 


ling, you expected ſomebody elſe. A Lover for 
ple, at this critical ä would have been 
enough ; but in our Hiſtory it would have 

a difficult matter, eſpecially as the Men of 
— Days are leſs enterpriſing than in the Ages of 
ight Errantry. Saying this ſhe ſat down upon the 
dreſs'd in her Night Cloaths, and, as white 
ame her particuliarly well, ſhe look'd charm- 
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ingly handſome, I could not forbear complimenting 

per upon it. Alas! ſays ſne; how can you mind 

= — Such Ihings! A convincing Proof that we Wo- 

= men; tho engaged in the moſt ſerious Affairs, are 

ee r. prone to Irifles. Would it not have been 
mare natural for You to have asked the Reaſon 
of. my diſturbing you at ſuch an unſeaſonable 
our? Good God, I replied, as if I could be 
Niſturb'd by One that is fo dear! But you 
ſeem to have Letters in your Hand, have you re- 
iv'd any lately? Alas! from ham ne 
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Saint” Agnes; | theks are what we” wrote” together": 
for I wi ne-foines in Bed, but I reflected on a 
that had paſs'd to day, and from thence concluded; 
that in all probability your Stay may be ſhort; 
imagine the Trouble this muſt. neceſſarily give me 

however, a little Self. intereſt interſer d; I imme 

diately refoly'd, leſt I ſhould be prevented by your 
ſudden Departure, to come and beg, that if lam 
ſo unfortunate as to loſe you, theſe Letters may 
be taken care of, as ſoon as your own Affairs will þ 
admit. I ſhall not wait for. _ J replied ; if my 
dear Friend, we muſt Vour Buſmeſs ſhall. 
have the Preference; I k ow too: well by fatal Ex 
perience; the Torture of 1ncertitude, to abandon | 
you to it. It was my Duty to have prevented you 
on this Occaſion ; let the Vexation I have under 

| gone, plead my Excuſe, Ill make amends” heref. 
ſafter. nag took me in her Arms, fully 
ſatisfied with what I hed iſed. We paſſed 
great Part of the Night in talking of our Affairs 
and taking Meaſures that the Letters might 
be ſafely deliver d, and the Anſwers return' d. 
fet down in writing the Names of the Perſons a 


, 


watching, Saint Agnes retir'd, and 1 fell a fleep. | 
I was two Days under the greateſt Uneaſineſs with- 
20 having any News; on third Day Nada, 


the Hands of the Barer of her Letter; ſhe wil: nb 
farther Notice of any thing, but that ſhe would ſhortly: 
ſee her; I happen'd to be with the Superior whety 
the Expreſs arriv'd ; ſhe ſhook her Head at this 
Letter, ſaying, this is very myſterious indeed! gf 
your Ways, Miſs, ſays ſhe to me, and. pack up 
your Things; hüt I return an Anſwer. to 
dame de G Saint Agnes being then e ws 
| would have follow'd me; but ſhe was order'd to ſtah 
where ſhe was; it was apprehended undoubtedly, 


hw this Nun ſhould take Occaſion of my Depp .. 
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Places; after which, being being much fatigued with ZE, 
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wuhat am I to hear next? has your Lady any 
| Regard left for me? 1 have a great deal to tell 
von, replied the Maid, mightily taken with the 
| Carefſes I beſtow'd on her; you ſhall hear it as 


| ; > {ſlighteſt Satisfaction ſets me up again. 


1{ reminded Chriftina of her Promiſe : Alas! re- 


| | ture, to give me ſome Commiſſion ; but it prov? 
too late: ſo true it is, that we ſhould not-defer Bu 


fineſs to the laſt Day „ Lots 
J went to my Cell diſturb'd, as may be ima 


| |gined, and had ſoon taken Order about my De 


parture ; from thence J return'd to the Lady Ab 
beſs, to take my Leave, which ſhe receiv'd with 
great Indifference ; it was not ſo with the Reſt o 
the Community and Penſioners, they each of the 


embrac'd me, and gave me Marks of their Friend 


ſhip ; when it came to Saint Apnes's Turn ſhe fel 
a crying bitterly; my Separation from this dea 


Friend, drew Tears from me, as I ſqueez d 
Hand. Till then, I had not ſeen the Perſon wh« 
came to fetch me away; at laſt the appeard, 


and to my Comfort it was Chriſtina Woman t 
Madama de G——who; as I mentioned in thi 
ſecond Part, lov'd me ſo well; in ſpite of my 
Trouble F was pleaſed to ſee her: ah! dear 
Chriſtina ſaid I to her, getting into the Chaiſe, 


ſoon as we get out of the Village: God bleſs 


Moment fince I came to this Convent, and Diſtreſs 
is no Friend to Beauty; but what is moſt b 


ordinary, if a ſmall matter caſts me down, th 
As ſoon as we were got into the open Country 


ply'd ſhe, I wiſh I had nothing to tell you; but 
I love you too well, dear Jenny, to hide any thing 
from you I'll lay a Wager you can't gueſs on 
whoſe Account you are taken from this Monaſtery :' 
Madame de Gs? replied 1; Miſs de Elbzewx's ? 
No, ſays ſhe, the Chevalier himſelf : who now lies 


me cried ſhe, how you are chang'd ! Truly, re- 
{plied I, no great Wonder; I have not had a quiet 


* 


a 


85 193 1 5 


q the Averſion his Siſter has for you, he made h r 
promiſe to receive you kindly; this young 


| G—— was afraid to ſpeak in your behalf, fo mucf 
was ſhe tranſported with Paſſion : however ſhe ſeems 


| 
| 
| 
| 


2 ME Letters de Cachet, to arreſt th 


at the Point of Death, touch d with a "Senſe of ll : 
the Misfortunes he has brought on you, he deſires 
to ſee you with Tears in his Eyes, and knowink 


40 


at firſt was outrageous againſt you; Madame 6 


ſomething appeaſed ever fince her Brother has. dd- 
clar'd his Intentions ao her, tho" tis eaſily perceiv'F 

ſhe only hides the Rancour of her Mind: I kno 
her, replied I, and will take Care of her: b 
what do they lay befides, what will they do with 
me? why am I ſent for? what has happen'd i 

my Abſence ? You may eaſily imagine the Mary 
gueſs. has not forgot you, ſaid Chriſtina looking 

ſtedfaſtly on me, and you will be glad to heap 
ſomething of him, however that is what I z 


| forbid poſitively ; but that would be too cruel 
as I know your Diſcretion Pll proceed to oo you 


the Satisfaction you deſire. 

That very Day that Madame de G- came 
back from the Monaſtery you have juſt now pres 
ſhe receiv'd a Letter from the Margueſi who defir's 
in the moſt tender and reſpectful er to heat 
how you did; adding, that he hoped in Time tq - 
| make her his Acknowledgments for the Protectiof 


. iſhe was pleaſed to grant you: the Valet de Che 


bre, who had Orders from his Maſter to ſee you 
and perhaps to deliver you ſome Letters, had but. 
juſt time to receive his Anſwer from my Lady 
before he return'd, becauſe of her Apprehenſions 
leaſt the Marqueſs ſhould not be made ſenſible 
ſoon enough, that the Affair was much talk'd of,“ 
having all the Reaſon in the World, to dread 


| the Valet's being ſeized every Moment. 


Theſe Fears of Madame de G were but too 
true; that very Night at twelve there came an 
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_  Tunderwent the ſtricteſt Scrutiny imaginable ; they 


I All that 1 can tell you for certain is that I have 


995 1 i 


Wargueſs, the Chevalier d Elkieux, you, my dear 
Child, and all thoſe that had any Concern in 
this unlucky Affair: the Caſtle and the Village 


A A... Mt. — 


rumaged the moſt private Places, ſo confident 
was the Exempt of finding what he ſought for, 
he would have taken away the Chevalier. d El. 
{bieux ; but, on the Atteſtations of the Phyſicians 


OY 


Life, he drew up a verbal Proceſs, left him in 
| Cuſtody of proper Officers, and return'd to give 
an account of his Proceedings. Monfier de G 
{ſet out at the ſametime and haviug made Intereſt 
by his Friends, and giving Satisfaction to the Fa- 


land the Officers were remanded. But tho' the 
{Marqueſs be conniv'd at by a particular Favour as 
well as the Chevalier, notwithſtanding the firſt of 
Orders, yet, all this won't ſcreen you; the Court 
Ibeing inform'd that you are the Cauſe of this 
Duel, has ordered you to be arreſted and confin'd. 
Ah my God, cried I! I am loſt! tis to ſecure 
=e then that I am brought from the Monaſtery ! 
no, continued Chriſtina fear nothing, the Search 
is over, and they imagine you are at a great 
| Diſtance. While you are with my Lady, you 
may be eaſy; I won't tell you her Deſign you ſhall 
| know it, from her own Mouth. 1 


heard my Lady ſay, but for your Lover's Father, your 
Name would not have been brought in Queſtion 
in all this Affair; he even inſiſted you ſhould be ar- 
reſted: Alarm'd at your Eſcape, and ſuſpecting Ma- 
dame de G=— of being your Friend, he wrote her 


| plains bitterly that ſhe was the Cauſe, by protect- 


— 


„* * 


and Surgeons, that removing him might coſt his. 


milies concern'd, the Affair took a favourable Turn 


{theſe is commanded not to appear again till farther | 


a thundering Letter about you, wherein he com- 


ing you, of the Rencounter which endanger'd his 
Son's Life: He percmptorily demands that you be 
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{admitted a Nun: And Madame ctied I haſtily: in- 


Wheres my Father, Mother, Siſter and Relations“ 
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terrupting her, what ſays ſhe ? I don't know con- 
tinued Chrifina, ſhe has not_communicated- her 
Thoughts to me on that Subject; but there is no 
Danger of her leaving you,ſhe loves you too well. If 
you did but know how earneſtly ſhe recommended to 
me to draw up the Glaſſes of the Chaize, and to 
hide you when any one came by, you would he quite 
eaſy ; her great Regard ſhould ſatify and convince 
you, that without a tender Concern, ſhe could ne- 
ver be ſo ſollicitous about ſuch Triflfe. 
 Chriſiina ſaid a great deal more to encourage 
me, but in vain, I gave myſelf up to Grief and 
regretted a thouſand Times my native Village: 


Alas ! how happy were my Days when I dwelt 
in the peaceful Cottage; tho my Pleaſures were 
but ſimple, my Cares were inconfiderable : Shall I} - 
never live to ſee that bleſſed Time again! 
At laſt we arrived at the Village; Chriſtina ſat| 
on my Lap as we came in, and took all poſſible 
Precautions to hide me: The Poſtillion, who had 
his orders, ſet us down in the inner Court of the 
Caſtle, from thence they conducted me into the 
Lady's Cloſet, word was ſent her of my Arrival; 
whilſt I waited for her, ſuch a Palpitation of the 
Heart, and Oppreſſion of Spirits ſeiz'd me, as 1 
not to be expreſſed. 1 | 1 
You are come then, my poor Ferry, ſaid thi 
Lady to. me as ſhe enter'd, raiſing me up in 


7 


truth your Lot is very unfortunate; I wiſh wit 


all my Heart I had never known you. Vou are 


a good Girl, and have not deſerv'd, nor brought 
upon yourſelf theſe unhappy Adventures; but you] 
are not leſs miſerable; I am extreamly perplex d. 
to know what to do with you: Chriſtina has tol 
you without doubt all that has paſſed and how 


preſſing Mon ſieur le Marquis de L. V. is with m 


to have you deliver'd into his Hands; I don't 3 85 
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from theſe new Diſaſters! I do conjure-you, aban: | 
4 


| Son, and what he is capable ef doing. No ſoone 
will he know the Place where his Father has con 


World; happy ſhould I be, could I but forget 
_] myſelf! We will think of it, ſays Madame de G—| |} 
muſing, in the mean Time ſtay here, I will ſtex 


diſpos 
Cbriſtina has undoubtedly ſpoke to you, did her 


utmoſt to reſtrain him from that Eagerneſs; her 
Oppoſition had like to have prov'd fatal to him 


Monſieur de G——on th 
other Hand wifhes I wonld ſurrender you to the 
Nobleman, who engages his Word as he write 
to me, that not only no Harm ſhall come to yer 
but that he will give poſitive Orders to treat yo 
gently: Notwithſtanding his Promiſes, my Friend 
ſhip for you witholds me. What is beſt to b 
done? Ah Madam, cried, I falling at her Feet, pi 
ty your poor Ferry, if you abandon me I mu 
die in Deſpair: Admit I were to depend on th! 
Word of the Marqueſs, notwithſtanding the Reaſon 
he has to be disſatisfied with me, have not I grea 
Room to dread freſh Adventures. You know hi 


fined me, but he will move Heaven and Earth t 
fee me or ſteal me away : Ah, Madam fave. m 


„ö „ 
—— — 


don me firſt to my evil Fate, and permit me to retire; 
even this very Night, Ill hide myfelf from the; 


to the Chevalier d Elbieux, and know if he is 
'd to ſee you; he has done nothing theſe 
24 Hcurs but call for you; his Siſter of whom 


he was taken with a fainting. Fit, and Mademnoiſel'e 
Elbieux, who loves him tenderly, grieved to have 
the Cauſe of it, asked his Pardon with Tears 

his Eyes, and promiſed him that for his Sake] 
1e would be your Friend, and that ſhe would receive 
you kindly : The unfortunate Chevalier ſeeing this 
Iteration, embraced her, ſaying that all the World 
ould be ſatisfied, as ſoon as he had ſpoke to you. 
e ſent for a Notary, who as they ſay, has drawn 
p his Will: the poor young Man is very ill; 
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but ſhe cried out, here is my Friend Jerny ! pray} 


1227 TY 
the Surgeon affirms he can never get the better 'of- 
it without a Miracle, his Fever having no Inter- 
miſſion. Adieu Ferny, ſays Madame de G— ag 
ſhe was going away, you ſhall hear from me p1 
ſently, be eaſy; who knows but God may have Pi 
don vou. 5 J „ Sir ; 
2 de G—— was ſcarce gone out of the 
Cloſet, when Miſs 4˙ EIbieux appear'd with a Candle 
in her Hand ; ſhe grew pale at the Sight of me 
believe I did not yield to her in that Reſpect 
however ſhe was more couragious than I, and 
advanc'd firſt : My Legs failed under me thro} 
a general Tremor which ſeizd me: Can you 
forgive, my dear Jenny, ſays this young Lady 
embracing me, all the Trouble I have caus 
you; you have too much Senſe to wiſh me an 
Harm for it; the Fears I was always under fon - 
what has now come to pals, occaſion'd my Dif- 
like, but the Condition my Brother is now! 
in, together with his Intreaties, has extinguiſh'd| 
it: Come then, your Preſence may perhaps con- 
tribute to his, Recovery: Alas! I much fear they} 
diſſemble the Danger he is really in of lofing his 


9 


Life. I anſwer'd only with my Tears, Mademoi- 


6e de Elbieux's Behaviour moving me to Com- 
paſſion : Candour is always liable to be impos'd} 
on by Appearances. I followed her to her Bro- 


j 


ther's Apartment, where ſhe was no ſooner arriv'd, 


God, the Sight of her may reſtore you to me 
a faint Voice replied where is ſhe ? let me ſee her, 
continued the Chevalier, and I die content. Draw 
ing near him not without ſome Apprehenſion, he 
{ſtretched out his Hand to mine; the | agonizing 

Voice and Death in his Countenance affected me 
I no longer regret any thing in this Life, cried 
he, ſince I ſee you once more, Fenm can you for- 
give me all the Vexations I have cauſed. Fg | 
E | | wil 


"wee _-- FAO Q_ou_O0: ww MH oy 


N 


5 * —— 2 
þ * 
z $ 5 
4 


a 8 


, - 
N " 7 * 
- 
x 
2 1 
— — 
— a 
1 * 
r 


will my Death be ſufficient to atone for them? 
D heaven ! convince this Girl of my Remorſe for 
y criminal Paſſion towards her! If I could but 
I've to make you a Witneſs of God's Grace in my 
Regard, by ſhewing the Horror I have for preſum-- 
25 to aſſault your Innocence] Inſtead of that fran- 
| Love, receive now the Affurance of a moſt 
incere and tender Friendſnip: Whether I live, or 
lie, I ſhall never alter: preſent my Service to the 
arqueſs, whenever you ſee him, and aſſure him 
that I repent of having given him ſo much Unea-| 
ſineſs; I will make amends for it, by what I ſhall! 
do for yeu ; do-you rightly underſtand, me, Jenny 
&ried he} which he repeated. twice over; do you 
promiſe, continued he, to pray to God to pardon 
me ?” your Innocence will obtain Mercy for me. 
Pronouncmg theſe Words, he lifted up his Byes, 
and. prayed moſt devoutly ; then turning to his- 
Favet do Chambre, called for what he had bid him 
Jock up: The Chevalier receiving a ſmall Pacquet 
lead, preſented me with it: This, ſays he, is 
the leaſt I could do for you, tis a Bond for twenty 
ſthouſand Livres, left me by an Unele, and conſe- 
quently: cannot injure my Family; Mid Elbie: 
has been acquainted with it, and not only thinks it 
proper, but has even promiſed: te love you and mak 
an Addition to it; is not that true, dear Siſter, criec 
he, frretching forth his hand! your Love for 
\is too great ever to be indifferent to my Memory. 
The poor Chevalier who forced Tears from al 
about him, ſeem'd to ſhew a Glimpſe of Joy, at the 
Kiſs his Siſter gave me, in Compliance with wh 
he ſaid: He concluded: by ſaying, I am fatisfied 
{this is all I defired of Heaven: in order to ſhew my; 
Sratitude, I now turn all my 'Thoughts to the 
Im etration of God's Mercy: Saying this he tool 
my Hand, and ſqueez'd it, weak as he was, then 
be embraced his Siſter who was bath'd in Tears 
andhis Confeſſor was brought in, after he had firlf 
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returned thanks to Madam de G. for all her kind- | 
neſs, and made An obliging Sign of Reſpect to all Y 
at were preſent. | | ; 

We were eight Days in Suſpence for the Chewa- 
lier d Elbieux's Life; ſometimes there were Hopes, 
ſometimes he was given over; on the ninth Day, 
he Surgeon declared, that .if the Fever left him 
he was out of Danger; and, at Night it did ſo. 
his News was received with Joy, in which I ſhar- 
ed with every Body elſe on the Occaſion. M$} 
4 Elbieux, changed as much as poſſible in my 
Regard, profeſs'd a great Friendſhip for me, and 
declared publickly that if her Brother recovered thi 

for ſhe ſhould be obliged to me alone, after 2 


or it. I anſwered theſe Civilities with all the} 
Affection poſſible; who would have thought ſhef 
eived me, and that ſhe was forming Deſigns} 
gainft me, the blackeſt you can imagine between 
he moſt mortal Enemies, | „ 
The Chevalier d Elbieux who had obtained new 
Life and Health, reſumed alſo the Sentiments of 
Honour and Probity : he ſhew'd himſelf entirely fre 
from the Paſſion he had conceived for me; but ther 
hung on him a deep Melancholy, and he ſeem'd 
full of ſome important Deſign : I could not help 
being ſecretly ftruck at this ſerious Air of his, and 
J began again to fear leaſt he was meditating ſome 
mew Enterpriſe. Where by Experience, we have 


| 
| 
| 
| reaſon to miſtruſt, we are apt to miſconſtrue every 
0 ching : however, I was miſtaken ; far different and 
* more important Cares took up the Chewalier d' El. 
| 
; 
| 
; 


| bieux's Thoughts. Who would have imagined it 1 - 
| Great God! how ought we to revere thy Decrees ! 

| One Morning Madame de G—— ſent for me to her 
| Room; ſhe had a Letter in her Hand, and Tears 
in her Eyes: the Sight ſtrack me; more ill News 
1 cried 11 No, my dear Child, anſwer'd this aima- 
i dle Lady; read and you'll know whether I have 
1 reaſon to be moved and whether you could have 
ods 2 Te 
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foreſeen any more than I, ſuch an Event. I took the 
[Letter and read as follows. E 1 


1 Letter from the Chevalier d'Elbieux 
1590 Madame de - 


TY Ardon me, Madam, if I went away with- 

out moſt humbly taking my Leave of 
you, and acknowledging the Favours with which 
you honoured me during my Stay at your Houſe 
I write to my Siſter to perform theſe Obliga- 


expreſs : If ever I obtain mercy in the Sight of 
God you ſhall not be forgot in my Prayers. 
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* to be ſubject to nothing but Paſſions and Diſ- 
* appointments; and fully convinced that the Things 
of moſt Importance, to which we ſacrifice all 
* that is dear to us, are, in the Sight, of God, but 
© trifles often hurtful to our Salvation; that we muſt 
all die and one Day render an Account of all our 
Actions; frightned at my diſorderly Life, and 
* fearing, that if I enter'd again into the World, 
1 might relapſe into my former dangerous Ha- 
© bits, I have taken a Reſolution of quitting it, 
and retiring amongſt the Capuchins, where 1 
© ſhall be out of the Occaſions of Sin. I have long 
* refiſted the inward Impulſes of a celeſtial Vo- 
cation to quit the World; God has at length been 
* ſo gratious to determine me, by ſhewing to me the 
Fe gaping Jaws of Death, and only preſerving me 
from it, that I might have time to recolle& my- 
* ſelf, and. to attone for my Sins. Excited by this 
* Mercy, I fly where he calls, and avoid every 
Thing that may ſhake my Reſolution. I recom- 
© mend to my Siſter, the innocent Object of my 


f* forget all the Vexations I have occafion'd. 1 


tions for me, my ſenſe of which no Words can | 


„Knowing thro' fatal Experience, this Life 


'© paſt Follies, that ſhe may prevail on Jen to 
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7 to be 8 — generous Perſon, who | 
* Will, 1 flatter myſelf, aſſiſt her in it. I am, 
8 Madam. with Relpect, Your, &c. _ 4 
| | The Chevalier d "Elbieus. | 
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E Letter made as great an Impreſſion on 1 
as on Madame ds G forcing Tears from me. 


That Inſtant enter d Miſs 4 Elbieux like a mad 


Woman, and ſeeing me, ſaid the moſt diſagreea- 
ble Things on the Subject of her Brother's Reürng, 
crying out I was the Cauſe of all the Misfort 


f her Family, but that ſhe would be revenged.j 


adame de G check d her, by recalling to 


ind her Brother's Intentions: theſe moving Re- 
monſtrances e Be ſhe reflected; 


while, then came and embraced me, and ask'dj 
y Pardon, excuſing her Violence by the Loſs o 
Brother, whom ſhe adored: I received theſe Ex- 
ofes with Reſpect and anſwer' d in the civileſt Man- 

r. Candor takes all the World to be like itſelf, 
eltranged as it is, from the Arts of Diflimulation. 


he rarely changes her Mind. 


etermine how to diſpoſe of my ſelf : That Lady 
s well as myſelf, not cafe her black 


ip with which this 1 ſeem d to honour us: 
he left us two D ter, to join her Mother 
who wrote to Appel her with the Enlargement. 
of | the Count dElbieux and to rejoice with her on 
the CBewaliers Necovery, of whoſe Retreat they had 


not yet heard. Miſs dE /biensx gave the tendereſt © i 


Marks'of her Efteem, as the got into her-Chaize,” 
and  embrac'd me moſt affectionately ; this was. 
the laſt Kifs I received from her, *twas the Fore, 
| ef the © How W 85 
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ot long after I learnt by Experience, that when} 
Woman has once taken an Averſion to a Ferſon, 


75 d Elbicux was the firſt to deſire Maden, 
: G-—to keep me at her Houſe, till I*ſhould; 


eſigns, plac d an entire Confi in the Friend- 
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"Two! Days after her Departure "Medam: te SD ; 
receiv'd a Letter from her, in which JI was not 
forgot, but earneſtly recommended: this new Kind- 
neſs effac d all 1 — of her former Pro- 
eedings. 

I receiv'd the next Morning much more ac- 


one continued Series of the warmeſt Sentiments : that 
aithfull Lover, the Marqueſs, acquainted me- that 
e was then in Lorrain; that he miſs'd being taken 

nly by two Days; that they gave him Hopes 
of returning ſhortly to Paris, but this News was 


pected to ſee me there; after this he communica- 


ted to me a Letter of his Father's, wherein he en- 


ages him to take a Tour into Germany, in order 
o forget, as he term'd it, his late Adventures; 
here was not any of ſort mention made of me, 


which diſturbd my Lover, as he obſery'd to me, 


fidering his Father's Character, of whom he had 


eat Miſtruſt; he entreated me to give him a 
fff 


full Detail of my preſent Situation, defireing me 
at the fame, Time not to afflict myſelf, and that 
not only my ntereſt but my Tranquility ſhould. 


be the : conſtant Object of all his Care and At- 


tention. 
Theſe were joyfull T wa to me, and a Cef- 


lation of my Troubles enſued ; it is natural for thoſe 


who are accuſtom'd to Affliction to ſeize the firſt 


Interval, and ſmalleſt Glimpſe of Hope to ſolace 
themſelves ; moved by the Repugnance the Weak- 
neſs of human Nature has to ſuffering. I wrote 


the. Margueſs.a long Letter, and told him every 


thing that had happen'd to me; Dubois. affur'd 
me he would have my Letter in two Days, and 
that he expected it with the utmoſt Impatience; 
tired to Death, altho they uſed their Endeayours 


in the Town, where he was, to amuſe him agre- 


e aby. A Secret e which 85:9 the * 
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eptable Letters; Dubois was the Bearer: twas. 


otherwile agreeable to him, than as he ex- 
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receiv*d, is that of Madame la 12 de Lan- 
N this is a very amiable Lady, and ſpends] 


of me, made me queſtion. the Valet de Chambrs\ 
upon what he had let drop; he told me the Town 
where the Margueſs reſided, was full of beautiful 
Women, a great Number of whom thought the 
Marqueſs a pretty Gentleman. I cannot rightly 
ſay if it was Jealouſy or too much Niceneſs, II 
certainly had a Mind Dubois ſhould deſcribe theſe 
handſome Lorrainers whoſe Beauty he had extolF'd : 
I made him ſit down whilſt I was at my Toi- 
lette, and he gave me the following Account. 
They call the Town, ſaid he, where we ar 

at preſent Pont- a- Mouſſon, ſituated in ,a delightful} . 
Country, and where, as is uſual in moſtother Towns, 
there is no regret for the Pleaſures of Paris ; the; 
Quality is extreamly polite, and the. Town's 
People mighty affable. The eaſy Behaviour of th 
Women and their Appearance is as genteel as 
at Paris. Amongſt thoſe who diſtinguiſh them 
ſelves by their Beauty and Carriage I will nam 
you. Madame de Gomberwauli; ſhe has light colour'd 
Hair, and is extreamly fair, with a ſweetneſs 

| Temper exceedingly | captivating. - Her Huſban 
is Captain of his R. Highneſs's . Guards, an 
'2cquits himſelf well in doing the Honours, of hi 
Houſe. The Marqueſs has din'd there as well as 
at Madame le Barone d Atel, a brown Beauty, off 
lively and elevated Parts. Her Huſband is Cham-| 

berlain to the Prince, who unites a great Shar 5 
of Probity with an Inclination he has of obliging 
all Foreigners of Diſtinction who arrive in that 
Town. He is extreamly curious in his Books, 
and the Marqueſs has all the Reaſon in the World 
to be ſatisfied with this Gentleman's Behaviour. 
The third Family, where he is alſo perfectly well 


Preſident of Vitry-le- 
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' ta ferfect Maſter of the Vial; there is but one 


— 
hn adn... At 


1 Frans, 1 is one of the moſt eee Py 
{tlemen I know. 

They are very agreeable People at the Provefs 
of the Town ; his Wife is fond of Dancing, for 
which Reaſon there are frequent Balls at her 
Houſe. She has two very handſome Daughters; 
the Eldeſt is married to an Exempt of the Guards, 
whoſe name is Saint-Val, a great Muſician, and 
thing laid to his Charge, that is, he is jealous; 
but he is to be forgiven for it, becauſe his 5 
is of a Turn to inſpire Love, as the Marqueſs 


frequently at his Houſe, on aceount of the Mukck, 
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of which he is paſſionately fond, People take it i 
into their Heads he has a fancy for the 'yo 
Wite. 
Di bois was oing on when J interupted him; 
[a ſudden io oi ſeiz d me, and I 3 
. |eonceal'd ſomething ; You paſs very flightly, ſai 
I. over Madame de Saint 2 en me ſincerel 
if your Maſter, to paſs away the Time, n 
{makes Love to her: Ah! "at cried Dube; 
| fmiling, I believe Miſs, God forgive me, you are 
| jealous * Whol? not at all, ſaid I bluſhing, it 
| would very ill become me, nor do I preſume 
{ controul the Marqueſs : I pronounced theſe Words 
with Tears in my Eyes, quickly turning myſelf 
away. Dubois who percei vd it, and was very much 
devouted to me, knowing the ſecret Intentions 
of his Mafler, and how much it would diſpleaſe 
him ſhould he give me the leaſt Diſquiet, eaſed 
me of my Alarms, which I had not Power to 
hide from him, by giving me an exact Detail 


— 


| [of the Life his Maſter led: as he faw this ap- 
s'd me, he reſum'd his Diſcourſe, and told me a 
Number of pretty Adventures that had happen 
tat Pont-a-Moufſon, which may find a Place per 


: rn in the Courſe of theſe Memoires. 
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8 We Were in one of the moſt Pleal - nt of th em po 


heartily. when Madame de G——came and inter- 
unted us: ſhe gave Dubois a Letter for his Maſter, | 
who waited for nothing but this Diſpatch, he 

took Leave of us and went away Poſt. ET 
[W | 4 felt a vaſt Conſolation in having wrote to 
, the Margueſs 3 it was the firſt Letter he receiv'd | 


from me wherein the Sentiments of my Heart were 
, clearly expreſſed. © Nothing gives greater Relief | 
R than the unboſoming oneſelf, eſpecially when one 


is not ſo much confin'd to the Forms of Decorum 
and Modeſty; I never ſhould have been able to 
have ſaid ſo much by Word of Mouth, as I ven- 
tur'd to do by my Pen; he has ſince own'd to me, my 
Letter over-whelm'd him with Joy: I imagine, 
from my own experience, when Love is built on 
Eſteem and Virtue, that the ſweets it affords, ſur- 
pals a hundred Times thoſe that ariſe from a Hurry 
of the Paſſions, at leaſt I have heard ſo from 
thoſe who have known both; but to return, Every 
Bat as his Taſte, and I think that ought not to 
be. diſpated. DES ihe I 
In the mean Time, as I grew up, my Rea- 
ſon augmented with my Vears; this furniſh'd: 
me with a ſteadineſs which ſupported me againſt the 
dreadfull Apprehenſions of what was to come. 
Madame de G — who had 2 great deal of W it, 
and knowledge of the World, gave a polite turn 
to my Education; the ſincere Attachment the per- 
ceiv'd I had to her, ſo; prepoſeſs'd her in my Fa- 
your that ſhe would paſs whole days in my Coma | 
pany; theſe frequent Converſations had clear'd up 
my Underſtanding ; without living in the World. 
I had learnt all its Ways from the various Hiſtories | 
ſhe. plac d before my Eyes, and the daily Tranſ- 
actions that paſs'd :; when I was alone, I examin'd 
with Care, all that had been ſaid, and had..Pg-| 
netration enough to wy this Concluſion in gene- 
8 : ral. 


Py 
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[caus'd by Jealouſy, at which I was laughing ver,, 


12 that each Wa of our Lives 2 a" it 
ſits neceſſary Dependencies; from hence I Was 
perſuaded that in a Succeſſion of Things, Liſe 
paſſes away, and that preſent Evils are to 
ſupported by the Conſideration that they either give 
Way to, or are reliev d by, freſh Events that CS 
{us forget the paſs d; infine, upon theſe Principles I 
drove on the Time, if I may be allow'd the Ex- 
preſſion, in Hopes that ene or later I ſhould 6 
accompliſh what [ deſired; and this End, this Point I 
1 will own it without a Bluſh, was to ee myſe a 
one Day united to my Lover. by 
I will not venture to ſay, that People have e 
reſcience of what is to happen to them: as a H 

al 

. 

al 

cc 


Woman, tis not allow'd me to diſcuſs the Point, 
tor would my Sentiment be of any Weight; all 
J know for certain is, that having ſtaid pretty 
ate one Night with Madame de G I went il 
to my Chamber extreamly uneaſy, which was| II 
not uſual : I had all the Difficulty imaginable B 
in goirg to Bed, tho' this was ſcarce ever the Caſe: 7 
ot knowing how to account for my want of Sleep, h. 
began to read the Margqueſis Letters hoping T 
at might ſooth me: but whether that they brought bl 
ny Afflictions freſh to my Memory or that the fa 
tile of a Lover is no promoter to Sleep in young . 
eople, I was not able to cloſe my Eyes; how f 

hi 

c 

fi 


ver I put out my Candle, and went to Bed: the 

rowing of the Cocks, who proclaim'd the ap- 
roach of Day, made me wiſh for ſome Reſt # 

Þut, vain Atempt! twas to no purpoſe to ſhut 

y Eyes, or change my Poſture, I was no ſooner ſt 
ſettled on one Side, but I toſſed to the bor ons I 
eſe perpetual Agitations tormented me to that e 
egree, that I reſoly'd to riſe and light my Can! 7 
e; in ſhort I was juſt getting up when 1 hearc to 
knock at my Door: 1 ſtarted up thro? fright P 
* den of Day, an they” wen. W 
1233 to n me at that Hour ; my Doo. cl 
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aſk'd in a fearfull Voice what they wanted; it was | 
Madame de G———that anſwer d and bid me open | 
the Door, but in ſuch a Tone, that chil'd my 
Blood; I thought ſhe was not alone, and that 
a Man was talking with her; I ſnatch'd up my 
Gown in my Arm, and the Door being open'd 
I ſaw a Gentleman enter accompanied by Madame: 
de G ; his Mouth was open'd to ſpeak, 


„ 


— 


but after having 6x'd_ his Eyes on me, he turn'd[ 


'em towards my Protectreſs: truly, Madam, cried 
He, I did not think to diſturb ſo pretty a Lady; I 


am no longer ſurprized at the, Apprehenſions Man- 
feur 4 Marquis de L. V. is under: the Cunning] 


and Intrigue of this lovely Girl, may chance to} 


coſt his Son many a Jaunt z during this Diſcourſe, | 


Madame de G———had flung herſelf upon my 


— — 
as ſtrongly bolted; for ever ſince the Deſign off | 
taking me away, I was very exact in theſe Pre- hs 
cations: however they redoubled their Blows ; I | 


* 
* 


Bed, where I lay in a terrible Fright, Ah!“ 


Jeuny how unhappy am I, ſaid ſhe to me, to 


have known you now, and to looſe you ſo ſoon.“ 
This Diſcourſe over-whelm'd my agonizing Soul.“ 
Juſt Heaven, cried I in Tears, what is it you] 


fay to me, Madam? Ah! I will never leave you, 
IIl ſooner die, and threw myſelf into her Arms. 
The Stranger drawing near in a polite Männer, 


he, to give you this Trouble ; and much more 


ſtanding this Lady ſays you poſſeſs and of which 
JI make no Doubt, ſome Reaſon not to be de- 
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am mortified, my charming young Lady, faid| 


for the Orders I have for an Arreſt. You will 
find nevertheleſs, with the Help of that Under-| - 


_ - fin me, I knew the whole Affair; as ſoon as it 
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_ out o Curioſity, I own to you, than : any Deſign 
ſof diſpleaſing you: I will add a third Motive, and 


{I will not diſſemble before this Lady, being through- 


you, that ſhe may be truſted; I am a Friend and 
humble Servant of my Couſin, your Lover: not- 
{withſtanding his Reſerve and his want of Confidence 


broke out, and as I underſtood the Intentions of the 
Marqueſs his Father, pretended to approve them 
ito be able the better to manage his Reſentment ; 
ſo that, Miſs, you have nothing to fear; all the 
{Hurt yowll have is to be ſeparated from Madame\ 
de G——and much happier Days will obliterate 
ithe Remembrance of the preſent ; I muſt confeſ; 
your Tears and and Condition greatly move wi 
fand I would not for the World have enter'd ſo} 
far into this Affair . 
| Monfieur de St. Fal (that was the Stranger's Name) 
ſigh'd when heſpoke theſe Words. Madame de G 
endeavoured, from the Concern he ſhew'd, to en- 
gage him to return without me; and to ſay for his 
Excuſe, that I had made my Eſcape two Days 
{before his Arrival: It is not practicable, Madam 
{replied he, my Uncle knows perfectly well that 
Miſs is here at your Houfe ; a Perſon you know, 
whom I muſt not name, has a Spy in pay here 


þ BY 


from your Houſe, was to have followed her and 
informed where ſhe went; you fee, Ladies, I ſpeak 
ſincerely, you cannot be long in judging from whence 
the Blow comes. Ah the wicked Creature! cried 
J, tis the falſe Mz/5 d Elbieux who careſs'd me at 
{the Time ſhe was contriving my Ruin. Madam! 
a G——— who was not ſo nearly coneerned as I 
had no Suſpicion of her. Upon what I ſaid ſhe 
turn'd her Eyes towards M. de St. Fal, one Glance 
f his convinced her of the Miſchievoſneſs of this 


| [ly convinced from the Friendſhip ſhe profeſſes for 


jat this Time, who, in caſe Mademoiſelle had gone 


Wretch : Shrugging up her Shoulders ſhe took, me 
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me. I cannot oppoſe the King's Orders, ſaid ſhe 

nothing leſs ſnould tear you from my Arms. Th 

Letter your Lover's Father writes is filled with 
Apologies, for the Violence which he is obliged to 

to prevent, he ſays, fatal Conſequences ; tis in Con- 
fideration to me, continued ſhe, that he has 


his Nephew, inſtead of an Exempt, knowing, fa 


he, how much I eſteem you: On this Account 


moſt Tenderneſs, wherefore my dear Girl, tak 
Courage, ſubmit to Neceſſity and behave yourſel 
always with Prudence, God will bleſs you, an 
will make you triumph over Fortune and all theſ- 


unlucky Accidents : She made a Sign to Miyieur di 


Se. Fat to retire for a Moment; and this charming 


by telling me that it was on the like Occaſions 
ught to manifeſt myſelf worthy of the Sentimen 
the Marqueſs had for me, and ſhew an Elevatio 
f Mind above my Birth which would refle& 
onfuſion on Nature and Fortune for having bee 
(miſtaken, in bringing me into the World; beſides 
Jen, conſider the more you ſuffer the more 
will, endear yourſelf to your Lover; I ſay no mo 
you underſtand me; we muſt wait God's Pleaſ 


© 


o accompliſh the reſt. 


- 3 to what paſſed in my own Breaſt: 
es, lays I, getting up and preparing to depart; 
the Marguefe ſhall e this Sacrikce 
make him; I ſtifled my Tears and immediately 
reſum'd a ſerene Countenance: I appear'd qui 
another Perſon to M“ de Saint Fal who enter d a 
Moment after; he was ſurpriz d and charm'd 


and Rank requir'd, acquainting him I was ready 
ſure M. le Marguis at his Return chat I had a 


— u —— 


Reſpect 


Lady to animate me, took the moſt effectual Way 


This Exhortation made an Impreſſonz I found 


N 4 8 
1 * 


he aſſures me you ſhall be treated with the ut. 


ſee it. I behaved. with all the Civilities, his Age 


| obey the Orders he bore, beſeeching him to aſ-| 


1 


(in her Arms, proteſting ſie never would abandon 
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Reſpect for every Thing that came from him, hid 
Severity not excepted. M. de St. Fal ſeveral timed 
applauded my good Senſe and Reſolution; when 
all was ready, I embrac'd my much lov'd Pro 
tectreſs with the greateſt Fondneſs; it was in vai 
to pretend to refrain, this Farewell was attended. 
with my Tears, and I had the ſame Proofs off 
her Sincerity : in giving me the laſt Adieu, ſhe 
ſlid her Purſe into my Hand, without the Count s 
perceiving it. As I was getting. into the Chaiſe, 
= Chriſtina broke out into loud Lamentations. 


1 the. Preſs and | Speedil vill 34 


Publiſbed, Part. V and VI. 
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@<_HILE we were on the Road, which 
was two Days longer than neceſlary, 
for a Reaſon I ſhall mention hereaf- 
ter, M. de St. Fal behay'd with as 
much Reſpect and Complaiſance as if 
EI had been a Perſon of the greateſt | 

Quality: I muſt except indeed the firſt Day, which 
ſeem'd no very favourable Omen of what was to 
come. They had repreſented me to him in ſuch a a 
malicious Light, that he concluded, as I had no E- 
ducation, he ſhould have an eaſy Conqueſt, and 
from thence aſſumed a very familiar Air, but was 
much ſurprized to find himſelf taken up with a Re- 
ſolution and Politeneſs he little expected: in order ta | 
intimidate me, he ſet out with making me ſenſible | 
of the Power with which he was veſted, and the 
great Diſtance Fortune had put between us. Under | 
Pretence of giving Advice, to prevent my being mi- 
ſerable the reſt of my Days, he counſell'd me, as a 
Friend, to abate ſomething. of my Haughtineſs, and | 
luit my Behaviour to my Rank, the moſt natural | 
Method, . as he frankly own'd, I could poſſibly take. 
To make this notable Harangue the more pathetic, 
my Charms, and the Effect they had on him, were 
ot forgot; to ſay nothing of thoſe familiar Appel- 
tions of Dear Child, Pretty Girl, &c, He added, 
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how great a Pity it would be, for One, ſo handſome 
and genteel, to be buried alive ; hinting from time 


to time, that no Favour was to be expected from the 


old-Margueſs, who, as St. Fal confels'd, was much 
incens'd againſt me, and conſequently if I was once 
ſecured in the Place, his Orders directed, I muſt bid 
an eternal Adieu to the Pleaſures of Life; for that ei- 


ther by fair or other Means I ſhould be compell'd to 
become a Nun: from Threats he made an artful | 
ranſition-to- Motives of a more alluring Nature, 


- inviting me to accept of, and comply with his Paſ- 
fion ; and, as he ſuppos'd I could not refuſe him, 
he affur'd me that not only he would ſecure me from 
alling into the Hands of the old Marqueſs, but even 
make me perfectly happy.. 
Without vouchſafing any Anſwer to ſuch Propo- 
als, I only deſir d, with an Air which put him out 
df Countenance, that he would not trouble me with 
any more Diſcourſe of ſuch a Nature, but content 


aimſelf with executing the Commiſſion he had under- 
ken; for that he might be aſſured, neither the | 
Misfortunes with which I was threaten'd, nor the 
deluding Baits ſet before me, ſhould ever prevail up- 
DN me to deviate from the Plan I had laid down, of 
a ſteady Adherence to the Principles of Virtue and 
Honour. The Count. rallied me upon the Oddneſs 
pf my Behaviour, as he was pleas'd to term it; dif- 
play d, tho' tono purpoſe, a more modiſh Syſtem of 
Morality, and ſeveral times ſeem'd inclin'd to be ve- 
fy Cree with me. I had the Addreſs, in a polite man- 
ner, to defeat his Atttacks, and make him ſenſible 
how unworthy a Part he acted for a well bred Man, 
in endeavouring, by the Power and Authority Chance 
had put into his hands, to ſeduce a young Creature, 
left without any Defence but what her Tears and 
eakneſs could afford ; I made it a Point wherein 
Worth and Honour were highly intereſted, and 
ſtouch'd him nicely concerning the Rank and Beha- 
viour of a Man of Quality; in fine, Virtue ſupplied 
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another Man, behaving with all the Politeneſs ima 


fation was eaſy, and plainly ſhew'd he had ſeen 


this young Nobleman, dangerous as he was, and wh 
that very Evening could not prevail on himſelf ta 
leave my Bed-Chamber, at laſt retired cover'd with 
Confuſion, for having drawn upon himſelf ſo many 
Remonftrances,- the Solidity of whieh he could not 
but acknowledge, 1094 of me to forget the Vexa- 
tion he had eccaſion'd, for which he promiſed to 
make an ample Satisfaction by a far different Con- 
duct for the future. I accepted of his Excuſes in 
pro per manner, and went to Bed cruelly diſturbed, 
as well with what had happen'd, as what was Rial t 
come. 

The next Day St. Fal changed his Battery : qui 


me 3 ſo much — — on the cccaſion, 5 


ginable, in which I thought proper not to be behind-· 
hand. He took up ſeveral amuſing Subjects, to di- 
vert me, as he ſaid, on my Journey. His Conver- 


great deal of the World, and did not want Wit; h 
| was ſurpriz d to find 1 had ſome ſhare of it my ſelf, 
looking upon me in the main as a mere coun 

| Girl ; but he ought to have known, that nothing 1 

more apt to take a right Turn, than a young Perſon, 
who has the Happineſs to fall into proper Hands 
| Beſides, my Misfortunes had enlighten'd my Under 


ker a Pleaſure in forming me, ſo that J entirely poſ- 
ſeſs d my ſelf; whatever was the Subject of the Con- 
verſation. A' thorough Knowledge of the World, 
* tis true, can only be acquired by Experience; but 
; where there is a tolerable Capacity, and a Deſire off: 


| | being inſtructed, in a little time a conſiderable Pro 


| grels may be made. 1 
Part # the third Day paſſed without a Word: 
| from the Count: he 1 me N with. 


ſanding, and taught me to make proper Reflections; 
to ſay nothing of the Friendſhip with which Madame 
ade G. — had honour'd me, a Lady of noble Senti.:- 
ments, and exceedingly wellbred;” and who had ta- 


"7 1 : 


{ kind of Satisfaction, which often ended with a Sigh | 
| this Behaviour very much alarm'd me, leſt he ſhould 
fall in Love, and prove another Chevalier d' Elbi. 
enx; I turn'd pale at the very Thought, alone as 
was, no Friend near, and abandon'd by the who! 
World. Sometimes I had thoughts of endeavourin 
to make my Eſcape, but whither ſhould I go ? Wha 


when I had the Misfortune to incur your Diſplea- 
| fure? Let meentreat it as a Favour, that you deal| 


„ PS re 


| Aﬀeonts he offer'd, led into a Miſtake by an unju 
Prejudice, which the Knowledge of your digi 
Merit has entirely baniſh'd. x: 
This Apology, the cruel Reflections which then 
| perplex'd me, the Apprehenſion of what was to 


| threaten'd, all put together, melted me into Tears. 


not bear it any longer! Notwithſtanding a thouſand 


Part of the Country was I in? A powerful Family 
in whoſe bands I was, violently incenſed againſt me 
beſides, with ſhame I own it, I no longer had th 
Courage I was formerly poſſeſs'd of; 1 was grow 
weak and tender, by being bred a fine Lady, 
had loſt that Roughneſs which boldly faces any Dan 
ger; a thouſand Apprehenfions concurr'd to ala 
me, and made ſuch an Impreſſion, that the Cs 
Plainly perceiv'd it. Have you a mind to ſtop, Jen 
, ſaid the Count; by your Countenance I am afrai 
vou are ill. Does the Journey fatigue you too much? 


ſmeſs: I hope you don't remember what palſs' 
fincerely with one who is ready to do every thing 
that can poſſibly contribute to make you eaſy, and 
will ſeek all Occaſions of making amends for thg 


nguiſh'd 


came, the new Convent, indeed, with which I was 


This is too much, cried the Count de St. Fal, moved 
at my, Condition, your Grief overwhelms me, I can- 


Reaſons for the contrary, a prevailing Motive at- 


not to comply with the Injunctions which firſt brought 
us acquainted ; I cannot be ſo void of Compaſſion as 


a r 


You ſeem buried in Thought, and under ſome Unea- 


ö 


taches me, Miſs, to your Intereſt; ſo far even as 


| 
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to execute my Commiſſion, which, from what I ſai 
the other Day, I eaſily gueſs has given you this Di 
ſturbance ; but, make your ſelf eaſy, whatever may 
be expected from me, I cannot bear to do any thing 


an Excuſe for my Couſin's Paſſion, whoſe Happineſs 
IJ envy, and profeſs my ſelf his Rival; but be aſſu- 
red, I will not in the leaſt employ the Opportunity 
Fortune has put into my Hands, either to diminiſh- 
your Inelinations for the Marqueſs, much leſs to con- 
ſtrain you to make any Return for the Vivacity of 


Vou ſigh, continued the Count, taking me by the 
Hand, do you doubt of my Sincerity? Pat it im- 


ſeem'd to expect my Anſwer. Whatever Reaſon he 


which forces Tears from the fineſt Eyes I e'er be- 
held; you ſhall be convinced how great an Effect 
your Charms have on all thoſe who appreach you 3; 
don't bluth at the Acknowledgment I make, it pleads 


thoſe Sentiments, with which you have infpired me. 


mediately to a Trial, and you will know how far I | 
am to be depended upon. Sz. Fal ſtopp'd here, and 


gave me to believe he had an Inclination for me, 1 
was equally alarm'd, and the more Diſcretion it 
ſeem'd accompany'd with, I look'd upon it the 


F 


5 


Eyes, fix d on: the Ground, diſcover 


difference, in which I have hitherto lived, and ſhall 
ſeverely repent the'Raſhneſs I have been guilty of, in 
thus expoſing my Liberty; ought I not to have fore- 


am no Stranger, that you were certainly a very ac- 


more dangerous; I knew not what to ſay, and my? 


* 


d my Perplexi- 
ty. What means this Silence, Miß, continued St. f 
Fal, is it a Mark of your Diſtruſt, do you think! 
me capable of impoſing upon you? If theſe are your 
Sentiments! I plainly ſee I muſt now pay for the In- 


! 


ſeen this, and have concluded from my Conſin's Paſ- 
ſion, to whoſe Delicacy in Affairs of this Natus? 1 


compliſn'd Perſon? Nevertheleſs, whatever Inju- 
ſtice you may ſhew in my Regard, or Freatment 1 
may receive at your hands, I muſt not regret my ha- 
ving undertaken this Co ah ſince it furniſſies 


| — 
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Saying this, the Count put his Head out of the 
Chaiſe, and ordei'd one of the Servants who rode 


led to Verſailles. The Servant, ſurpriz d at this, re- 


to me. Accordingly the Servant retired, and we 

{ſoon ſtruck out of the great Reaae. 

This Counter-Order ſurprized me, but, to ſpeak 
the Truth, gave no manner of Uneaſineſs; the Place 

[he mention'd, I knew to be the King's Refidence, 
{which naturally recalled the dear Remembrance, fo 


| Abode of the Marque/5, and thither he might very 
poſſibly ſooh return. Theſe endearing Reflections 
| quickly diſpell'd the lowring Clouds my preſent Si- 


by, to direct the Poſtillion to take the firſt Road that 


intereſting and ſo remarkable, of my meeting his 
| Majeſty at Fontainebleau, the Accident which affor« 
{ded me the firſt Knowledge of my Lover; affected 
| with theſe Ideas, my Imagination difpatch'd a great 


deal in a little time, uniting ſeveral things with much 
Vivacity; the Place where I was going was to be the 


vive! The Heart catches eagerly at the moſt rem 
Hopes that have any Connection with the Object be- 
loved. The Count was too quick · ſighted not to dif- 


| | upon this he repeated it, and added, I ſhould b 


Services and Com plaiſance. 2 
l was on the point of returning a 


8 


tuation had gathered, How eaſily do Lovers re- 


2 


me with an Opportunity of ſerving yen; yen hall. 
{know very ſhortly, continued he, pretty. Jemp, 
that: to fay/and to do, is the fame thing with me. 


plied, that Manſieur le Marquis's Orders were di-| 
rectly contrary, and that. Do as you are bid, 
| cried the Count interrupting him, and leave the reſt 


cover this Alteration, but was far from attributing it. 
to the true Cauſe; he imagined it was only owing 
to his Promiſe of not eonfiving me in a Monaſtery | 


-ente#ly my own Miſtreſs, and be convinced by Ex- . 
perience, that though he ſhoulſt not be ſo happy as 
to gain my Eſteem, he would at leaſt merit it by his 


| | polite Anſwer to 
{ theſe freih Aſſurances of his favourable Diſpoſition in 
r. ( 


* ” 
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my Regard, when enteri 
were to dine, we ſaw a Croud of People gather d a- 
bout a young Female P ilgrim, carrying, or rather 


how. I pity that young Creature, and commiſerate 
her unhappy Condition! Cannot you inform one, 
ſaid I to the Landlady, as I was getting out of the 


muſt be under to travel thus? Tis what no- body can 
account for, replied the Perſon I ſpoke to, all I 
know of the Matter is, that ſeveral of the. [nhabi+ 
tants having given her Charity, ſhe immediately di- 
{tributed it to the Poor about her, which occaſion'd 
the Acclamations you ſtill hear, and ſhows ſhe is no 


ſity, Miſs, as you have, and endeavour'd to diſcover 
that ſhe ſaid ſhe was doing Penance, and performing 
| a Vow ; that if ſhe ſhould ſuffer a great deal more, it 
would not be a ſufficient Attonement for her Sins; 


quainted with her Hiſtory, e 22 
All this only ſerved to-encreaſe my Curioſity, as 


ther. e CE | 
Being left alone in the Room where the Cloth was 


according to his Cuſtom ; drawing near the Fire, I 
found my Vexation (which now could be no Novel- 


with me, faid I to my ſelf, I could talk over all my 


one's ſelf. . | 


'from her, I had been ſo narrowly wateh'd on alt 
1 . 


dragging an enormous Croſs ; Good God ! cried I, | 


Chaiſe, what can be the ſtrit Obligation this Pi/grize | 


ordinary Perſon : My Husband had the ſame Curio-| . 
the Myſtery ; but all the Account he brought was, 


and that before ſhe left the Village, we ſhould be ac- 


I told the Count de St. Fal, and I went in much di- 
(ſatisfied, at not being able to learn any thing far- 


laid, I imagined the Count was gone to the Stable, | 


| 
| 
ty) redoubling upon me: If dear St. Agnes were but 


| Misfortunes ! Certainly, nothing can be more inſup. 
portable, than on ſome Occaſions to be abandon'd to- 


2 | 
Nevertheleſs, the calling of St. Agnes to mind, | 
,occafion'd a Reproach to my ſelf, for being ſo ſlow); 
in ſerving her; tis true, from the time I parted; 


+ © 
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FUOccafions by Mademoi/elle D'Elbieux, (as CBriſtina 

{inform'd me) that I had not the leaſt Opportunity of 
{ acquitting my ſelf of the Service I owed my Friend 
| Tmight indeed have left her Letters and Directions 
with Chriftina at my coming away; but, as it was 
of the greateſt Conſequence not to hazard their be- 
ing loſt, and that the whole Affair ſhould be vigo- 
rouſly purſued, I made a Scruple of entruſting the 
Commiſſion into the Hands of One, who, if Occa- 
fion required, could not act but in Subordination to 
another. Such were the Motives which hitherto 
tied up my Hands; but as we are never fo ſenſible | 
of other People's Misfortunes, as when we fink un- 
der the Weight of our own, ſo theſe few Reflections 
placed in ſuch a ſtrong Light S?. Agnes's Grief for 
my Abſence, and what tedious Hours Expectation- 
neceſſarily counts, that I reſolved, coſt what it 
would, to perform my Promiſe, and ſend by the- 
firſt Opportunity which offer'd, an Expreſs to deli- 
ver her Letters into her Lover's own Hand, or, in 
his Abſence, to his Father; the thing ſeem'd the 
| more feaſible, by reaſon of the Money Madame de 
| G=— had given me, and which I h ad quite forgot, 
till this Deſign of ſerving, St. Agnes reminded: me of 
it. I had a Curioſity to ſee. what my generous Pro- 
tectreſs had done for me, and found it amounted to 
{ twenty-five Louis d Org; but! how was I tranſpor- 
ted in opening a little Box, to find Madame de G8 
Picture! I hugged it. to me, and at this Moment, 
whilſt I am writing theſe Memoirs, my Heart is mo- 
ved at the Remembrance of what then paſſed. Ves, 
generous Lady, Þ1t be ever mindful of your Good-} 
neſs, and the Friendſhip wich which you honour'd 
me; the Loſs I have of you is always freſh in my 
Memory, and if any thing is wanting to ten 
my Happineſs, it is the being for ever deprived of 


an entire Friendſhip to one another; but I am an Ex- 


| you ! 'Tis generally ſaid, that Women ſeldom bear 5 


ception from this Rule, and though I ſhould live to be 1 
„F 1 extremely} 


on 
—— 
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will be ever dear. 3 . 
The Picture, I mention'd, was ſtill in my Hand, 
with my Eyes and Heart fix d on it, when I was ſur g 
prized by the Count leading in the Pi grim. Here 
Miſs, ſaid he, is the loyely Perſon whoſe Conditio 
excited your Compaſſion and Curioſity ; I have en? 
gaged her to take up.her Quarters here, and ſhe | 
promis'd me to relate her Story to you; it happen 
very luckily, that this young Gentlewoman-knowg 
my Name, being related to an intimate Acquain 
tance of my Mother's: I am no Stranger to the Ad 
ventures of this pretty Creature, they have bee 
much talk'd of in my Country, though in a man- 
ner, as ſhe informs me, very different from the 


I had roſe from my Seat when the beautiful Pi 
grim enter'd the Room, and had embraced her very 
tenderly ; but, what the Count related, redoubl 
my Civilities to her, which ſhe return'd in a polite 
manner, becoming a well-bred Perſon : when Din- 
ner-time came, ſhe was about to retire, but I preſs'd}. 
her ſo earneſtly to dine with us ; that ſhe conſented; 
to it, on Condition of being left entirely to her own, 
Management in point of eating. At the ſame time, 
ſhe begg d leave to ſtep to the Kitchen, and I took 
that Opportunity to thank the Count de St. Fal, 
for obliging me with the Company of the Pilgrim. 
t twill be time enough, Mifs, replied he, to make 
your Acknowledgments, when 1 have been ſo bap- 
py as to be really ſerviceable to you; the leaſt Hint 
will always ſuffice to make me immediately execute 
your Commands. The Pilgrim coming into the 
Room, hinder'd me from making a proper Reply; 
while St. Fal was ſpeaking to her, I examin' d with 
great Attention her whole Perſon; ſhe was a ſmart, 
brown Woman, with large lively black Eyes, about 
twenty two; an engaging Aſpect, tho with a parti | | 
cular melancholy Caſt ; ſhe had on a Waiſteoat ff 


** 
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very fine Cotton, with other Apparel ſuitable, ex 
ſcepting a coarſe red Mantelet over her Shoulders, a- 
Yorn'd with Shells; a Ruſh Hat, cock'd Boat-wayss 
and lined with yellow Taffety, ſeem'd more deſign'd 
to ſet her off, than for Uſe; tall and well-made, 
with an eaſy Carriage; the Tan on her Face ſhew'd: 
the had been ſome time expos'd to the Inclemencies 
of the Weather; but when her Gloves were off, the} . 
Fineneſs of her Complexion was very conſpicu- 
OUS. 5 | | 

* Whilſt I made this Scrutiny, a few Sighs forced: 
their Way; as often as we compaſſionate the Suffer- 
ings of others, if we have any Reaſon to complain 
our ſelves, we greedily appropriate the greateſt Part 
of our Pity, I was much affected with this young 
' Ent 0 | Converſation, frequently interrupted by her 
Sighs and Complaints againſt the Severity of her 
Fate, which was ſeldom mention'd without Tears; 
this was abundantly ſufficient to make me follow her 
Example: I comforted her, and took her in my 
Arms with as much Familiarity as if we had been 
ng acquainted : Theſe Tokens of my Tender- 
neſs mitigated her Sorrow, and were requited with 
ual Proofs of her Affection to me. . 
Dinner being brought in, put an End to our Con- 
rerſation which was melancholy enough, and after 
ſome little Ceremony, we ſat down to Table, when 
St. Fal and I ſaw, to our great Surprize, ſome coarſe: 
Bread and Water placed before the Pilgrim; this 
made us very preſſing to engage her to eat ſome Soup 
with us, but in vajn, ſhe deſiring to be excuſed, on 
account that if ſhe complied with our Requeſt, her 
Penance, by a Law ſhe had impoſed on her ſelf, 
muſt laſt eight Days longer; otherwiſe, the current 
Day was the laſt, being on the Morrow to change N 
her Way of Life to ſomething more conformable to 
the reſt of the World. Theſe Reaſons prevail'd, 
| and we left her to follow her own Method. Whe 
Dinner was done, which, notwithſtanding Sz. Fals 
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Fndeavours todivert and make me eat heartily, w 


9 


circumſtantial Part, and give us what was moſt ma- 
terial in few Words. St. Fal, who ſeem'd more at- 


ot long, the pretty Pilgrim prevented us on che 
ubject of her Hiſtory, ſaying Weed. that if 
were ſtraiten'd for time, ſhe would cut off the 


tentive than ever to find out what was 5 to 


ſoon of ſuch an amiable Companion; adding, with 


Day, which he thought neceſſary to prevent a too 


Pleaſure of my Acquaintance; not being to go her 
ſelf till the Day following, for that ſhe expected | 
haiſe to meet her over-night, in which the tape | 


me, diſcoyer'd that ſuch a mangling of the Story 
ould deprive me of a great deal of Pleaſure; upon} 
hich he immediately replied, that my Journey 
as not of ſuch Conſequence, as to deprive me ſo 


Smile, chat he believ'd it, would not be very diſa- 
greeable, if he ſhould entreat me to ſtay till next 


great Fatigue: I bow'd to him, as an Acknow- | 
fed ment of his Complaiſance. 
he Pilgrim ſeeing us diſpoſed to hear hes” ſaid, * 
before ſhe enter'd upon her Story, that ſhe was over- 
joy *d at what was concluded on, as well asat the} 


to reach her Journey's End. 
When the Cloth was taken away, and we left 


to our ſelves, the young Pilgrim. — her "APE 5 


in the following manner: 


L am the Daughter of a very rich | Phyſician of 
ontpellier, whole Repute was ſo great, that he was 
often ſent for a hundred Leagues off; tis true, in 


he Cures he performed, an unuſual Succeſs we'd 


o attend him, ſcarce one Patient in thirty mi 
ng under his Hands, which contributed ory" 
muc 


Zreath. 


to the great Vogue he Was in to his laſt 15 1 


At the proper Age I receiv'd an Education fuld : = Fl | 
ble to the Fortune defign'd for me; the beſt Ma- 
ters Were OP the F Facility my which 1 


* — At 


2 ; _ took | 


2h F, 
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Ffirely at my own Diſpoſal, | 


ver was ſown in it, Anatomy, «Botany, Ofteology, all 


g — and dedicated it to my Father: 


2 
. 


my Learning, occaſion'd a favourable Opinion of 


my Parts, and the Charms People fancied they ſaw | 


ſin me, or rather my great Fortune, ſoon drew a 
oud of very conſiderable Admirers. = 


ced in Years, to ſee me married, an Earneſtneſs of 


which he often expreſſed when we were amongſt our 


ſelves, occaſion'd mybeing continually importuned to 
make a Choice; but the Antipathy I had to Matri- 
mony was-ſo great, t'.at I could not bear to hear it 
mention'd ; every Day furniſh'd fo many Inſtances 
of faithleſs Men, and their Brutality to their Wives | 
when become their Maſters, by the moſt ſubmiſſive | 
ddreſſes, that I could not prevail with my ſelf to 
encreaſe the Number of ſuch unfortunare Wretches. | 

nefe Prejudices were fo ſtrongly fix d in my Mind, | 


vas uſing all his Authority with me to accept of one 
vhoſe Pretenſions he favoured, that if he perſiſted in 


Death it ſelf ſhould free me from ſuch Importuni- 
ties: This Proteſtation was follew'd by a Torrent of 

ears; and, as he perfectly doated on me, it pre- 
zall d with him to promiſe that I ſhould be left en- 


I was now turn'd fixteen ; I had not only made a 
onſiderable Progreſs in thoſe Arts which are uſually 
earnt, . but even in Phyſick, which my Father 
taught me, and found a Pleaſure in making me a 


on 1 ſhew'd for it, and the Eaſe with which 1 ſur- 
mounted all the Difficulties of that Science, he ſet 
no bounds to his Lectures; my Memory, like a 


fruitful Field, yielded a plentiful Harveſt of whate- 
were diſplay'd and underſtood; in fine, at eighteen 

I was fo far advanced in the Myſteries of Eſculapius, 

at I wrote a Treatiſe of Phyſick in Latin Soon j 
_ 
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The Defire'my Father had, being already adyan- | 


that one day I openly declar'd to my Father, who} 


onſtraining my Inclinations, either a Monaſtery ' or| 


confiderable Proficient ; charm'd with the Diſpoſiti-| 


F 
” 


Reputatjo on I: — 7 this. 5 Ty the 


| my Father received in a'ſhort tim. 
| tributed this Prodigy to the great Skill of the Fa- 


| at Heart: 


molt diſtant Countries, convincing FO; ee 
There came à Letter from a Phyſician at Lirbo 

acquainting him that there had fallen into his Hank 
a Book wrote by his Daughter, that he had read it 
very attentively, and form d a Judgment of her Ca- 
pacity from this learned Production z that as he at- 


ther, he thought him the propereſt Perſon in the 


Conſideration of the Seience they mutually profoſee, 
he would take the Care of him, there being/nothi1 
he would not do to mesit a'Favour: he Ds muek 
fit 3 18 Ani 
My Father, who: dul peoſiſid: in his Deſigu 
marrying me, . though he would not bréale the Pro- 


hoping that, under a Pretext of leaving the Care f 
his Studies to me, on account of his oπ/Nhnõ Age land 
— he ET give the young Man an O. 
Fome ing my Affections n 
— NIE 11055 Life; d&peQing th 
being >contlually- in my Coin pany; Aff his Pease 
was any thing tolerab de. migkrt at laſt es pals 
what was ſo much deſired. 8 e not 
In purſuance to this; the Ute ehe, 
very civil Anſwer which accepted of his Propeſul 
acquainting him that he might ſend his Sen 1 


as he pleasid; and ethat ne Endeavoufs ſhgüild 5.“ 
wanting to convince him he in ried Aceh ih E 


Choice he HS 9246742410 n 2117 une 
It's true; my Father teble a extraordinary"Bovk 

of Precaution before he ſent his Anſwer: As he 

had fio ether View in receiving this! Boarder, but 

what ha# been Already mentioned, he privatdly: in⸗ 

forty Rinſe from Herten Whether the Phy fragy | 

Son''was off 4 Tan: Nay to Pleaſe the Ladies > 

1 ale aa 


ene theta 
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World to form an only Son of his; that he beg'd, in 


miſe he had made, reſolv'd to take in this Bharder, 
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aable;-and his Conduct and Manners Nader Kr 
N proach; upom this he immediately wrote as I ſaid 
8 wy, and waited an Anſwer with great Impatience. 
In eight Day's Time he had the Pleaſure of a 
Letter from — Phyſician, with an Account of the 
Son's being: on his journey. Ny Father acquainted 
my Mother and me of his coming, but in an artful 
Manner; in order to ſurpriſe me and work the defir'd 
Effect in my Heart, he told MF; Mother, pretend- 
ng not to ohſerve I oyer heard him, that what he 
dliflik'd in the. N e ung dein 
very Toke owl il; 


r 15 £3 2 98 4 6 A1 4 parte 1 1l5 
|: The Averſion I always had Men, made me 

| gary. little attentive to vr Father ad it only 
ſerved to form in my Mind n eee 
. e of our: future Boarder; Le bow was J 

pris d. when one N . at $9 1155 — — 
the. "Room, a young Man, bea bryan hxpote 
7. 1 


Hon, i FH0s 06 we were preview 
expected from Lisbon. My Father 5 


+ him with . Arms, . d Sobel he was Ie 


him exceed ing „e 


preſſion on a young, 
rom view e oh 


but. found it;wa 
of an alt | 


> "2 @ "FRY is WH ON Od ere 


n 
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. 


order his Voyage- had catch d. in "fits Dec 
Air had ſomething ſo grand in it, that after a 


ſuited the Averfion 1 fancied 1 had to the whole Sex 


mands for me to fay,! 1 retired. tomy: unn crys 
ing like a Child. l | 


upon to be the iftinguifhing” CharaQteriftick of ou 

whole Sex? Wis not my Derr on this Oecca 
ſion a ſingular Inſtance of it My Heart and Eyes 
were no foorier freed from the 15 preſſion I Rave al. 


ready mention d, but I found myſelf more averſe 4 
Matrimony tlian ever ; in vaim did my Affectiens 
ſtruggle againſt ſo unreaſonable a Conduct, my Ob- 


ſtinacy prevaibd over both the Importunities of m 
Parents and my own Inelinations, for in a few Day: 
the young May's Preſence diſarm'd the Haughtinef 
of my Heart, as my Father p 
order to ſucceed in their Deſigns, It was reſol 


der 3 1 piqued myſelf on 00 complying on thix 
| Lion, and hiding F Beliæni Mer B che 


was called] the Fleaſi re his Company afforded : but 


how weak are we v When in Love, and how difficu 
is it to gain fuch Victories without 
moſt dangerous Revolutions l The Con 
ſtraiht I was under to diſguiſe my Sentiments, a1 
the conſtant Guard I Was obliged to Keep over my 
| ſelf; was too great a Shock to my Inclinations for & 
| tender Conſtitution to ſupport 3 I Hann under: 
Weight, and fell dangerouſly ill. 
Belizai never leſt my Bedſide 3 i my | Reſolit 


| pave way at the Sight of him, he was not leſs cup- 


tivated on his Side; ee ee 


gulating his Behaviour upon 
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gorutiny 1 could not poſfibly diſlike him? I foſe 
from Table, nettled to find nothing in him chat 


and notwithſtanding my Father and Mother's Com. 


Is it not with aſtiv that Capricioſnelsi 1 looks: 


| that I ſhould read à Courſe of kin ter a ae Boar 


the firſt, but having diſcever d my Humour, and 4 

the Antipathy 1 ex 

| Profs d to the ſofter —— „bis Conduct, 
„ c '2 : VS 


perceiv d Ju; 
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5 throbgh Ti Tb or Diſcretion; was ſo. cirouinſpef 
ſand reſtrain'd, that; led by my capricieus Lemper 
{T blamed bin for it in my Heart. But — to 1 fell x 


| nit. He threw off all reſtra int W hen he. ſaw the 


| 


tisfigur'd me to chat Degree, 


| TT 


Rel, e left me no fartther:Room to find fault with 


was in, and gave v 


Danger ery. convincing Proofs 
{both of his:Paſhon- and Grief.: the Tranſ i 


{indulged himſelf in, were ſo acceptable t to my 
ea 


Father, that he d- Belixai, if it ſhould pl 
5 God to reſtore my Health, he would join our Hands 
in caſe mo/ Obſtacle aroſe from: any Diflike of mine. 


Tranſported with this Promiſe; ard lacking upon 


me, as ketold me, in the Quality of his dear Wife, 


he-would-fcarce ſuffer any one elſe to do the leak 


5 Fhing for me: the Condition to which L was re- 


duced, and his known Diſcretion, pleaded an In- 


: dulgence for his Tenderneſs; but the ſmall Pox 


ſoon appearing and my Father being apprehenfive 
for his Boarder's Health, he was debarid from 
coming into my Chamber. The timorqus Be- 
Lier bnd ibut: with ſo much Regret and Ver- 
ation that he loſt his Appetite; my Father per- 
ceivin this, and ſearing leſt his over Precaution 

might bring on what he endeavour'd to prevent, 
left him to his Liberty: this, which he called a 


Favour, was no ſooner granted; but he preſently 
reccverid his ufual Chearfulnefi. Puring the: firſt 


Days !ob|Beliza?s being removed for — Reaſons 
above mentioned; when» the Intervals of my IIlneſs 
Fermirted, I was ſenſible of his Abſence. and ſoſſer d 


eruelly by it, breathing out abundance; of 'Sighs, 
: tw — the realC: 
{fidT to myſelf, Via gone 


ſows may, by my ——— he ist gone and 


„diſcourag d, as he 


offers elſewhere r choſe Vows Which here fond 
cold a Nedception or" rather, has not my Ene 
that the little Bean- 
ty which onee could fecure his Affections, ig now 
Bo UNE Either r N my very = Bo 


uſe. Ahlwithout doubt, | 


—— 
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if 


ther's Permiſſion, Life was fleeting faſt away: hig 


Bes ld been cruelly” alarmed, was) tranſported. at 


than ever to be afflicted, for I was ſeiz d with a ih 
continual Vomiting ; this was attributed to a Diſs " | 


—— troubled. With a kind of Loathing, and add 


more than myſelf, yet I could not conquer an 
{verſion L had to declare my Mind, as he well de- 


what Ne deſir d. My Father attribut- 


Preſence call d it back the Diſpair he expreſs 
at my extreme Danger, being an andere Proc 
of his Conſtancy and Love, was 4 pr | m. 
reanimating my be numb'dSenſes ; Lbeganto. recoy e 
but what chiefly contribute] to it, and fed my Va- 
nity beſides, was, that being fond of my few. rc ated 
eſpecially from the Time my Heart was entanglec 
in Love, I found I ould not in the leaſt be marke 
with the: Small Pox. | + 26th 4A id lok. 
My Father who during the e of. my 1 


my Recovery he * 'd it by the large Alms and 
other Toles of: oy he 2 as 8 


ter the "Small Pax was. over, he had greater een 


order of my Stomach, and proper Remedies wete b 
ceas'd, when I begin to mend, though I ill 


Fancies that Were not uſual,. b Re blogs nol 

Belizai fill continued his Aſhaluity about me, but 
rorwithſtanding my ſecret; inclinations. ;4 behayed 
outwardly - as e eng IL rreally loved him 


ſery'd; for his Tenderneſs, Love, and Complaiſanges 
a Declaration which, at once would have compleat-| 
ed the Joy — of him and, the Family, being 


ieee eee old Averſon 


TO 6 


— 1 


82 2 &% 3 | in 


4 


me but without Succeſs, till in the fourth Montk 


gef erb — but was an in be 
ſchat in time my Mind might change 
My Health was now entirely. re-oftabliſh";excert 
he T witches I felt, which from time to time 
were almoſt infupportable- The Account I gave 
my Father of it, and my comparing it to a liv- 
Creature, made bim conelude that I had fome- 
thing within me, bred by a Conflax of Humours, 
that prey'd upon me and ſupported it's Life at the 
Expence of mine, which it wore away by degrees; 
examples, though not very frequent, are not want- 
of ſuch Phenomena, — thence he concluded, 
5 his great Amazement, that it was my Caſe; 
e called a Conſultation of Phyficians, unwilling 
$ rely on himfelf in ſo nice a Point; and wherein 
ze Was ſo nearly concerned. I Was examin'd and 
t appearing that I ſelt the Motions, beforementio- 
ied, when faſting, or beginning to eat,” it was con- 
cluded that my Father's Opinion was preferable to 
my Thing that had been alledg'd on the Subject, 
and G48 as the Caſe was exceeding dangerous as well 


ws extraordinary, an Inciſion was the only means 


hog me from what ſooner” or later ne 
8 prove my Deſtruction. 

This Preſeription threw the whole Family into 
the utmoſt Conſternation; my Father after "dip 
his Tears, eame and acquainted me with it, hay- 
ing prepared me with all that Religien, or Rea- 
— could ſuggeſt; I muſt own that the Concluſion 
er his Harangue ſtruele a Terrer into me, firice I 
Band that it performing the Operation the 
Ka Accident might be fatal. I took that Night 
to cönſider of it, and any one will eaſily imagine, 
chat in ſuch a Sitaation 1 got but little Neſt. It 
Was near Day before I ſhut my Eyes; nevertheleſs 

Prefs'd? 21 was, I. began do doze, when on a 

I ſtarted up lat Voice which ſaid diſtinctiy 
Fiilddmine, beſure you don't con ſent tothe Operation 
jag two Bee Je "I be n hand E . 
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fed at tlie Voice, — — wätk 2 cold Swear, | 


came to know the Occaſion of my Outeries: when 
al him what had happened, he -endeavour'd to 


— nxiety I Went to Bedi in, it was eaſy to com · 
prehend that the Vapours of Aa Sleep ſo reaſonably 
r might occaſion a Dreamy which would 
make the greater Impreſſion, as it aroſe from- the 


regard to a Separation from the Body: ſor a Con- 
firmation of what he aſſer ted, he reminded me of 
what I. read à hundred Times in dur Frea- 
tiles of Phyſick, that in a violent Fever, the ſub- 
tle Vapodrs which mount to the Brain, eauſe fo 


about the Piusal Gland; that-it oonceives Objects 
very far different from what they really are in them 
ſelves; that they not only repreſent them thus to 
the diſturbed i but even to the Eyes 


diſtemperd Brain 

| Theſe Remarks, however well founded; id no 
Impreſſion; I was too well ſatisfied of what; had 
happen'd, neither had I any Fever, and conſequently 
not in the Situation my Father ſuppot'd; befides,| 


of Childhood, and our Sex, whatever Progreſs it 
may make in Learning, always retains ſome little 
Share of it's natural Weakneſs; 1 dreaded Appari- 
tions, and imagined the Voice to come from ſome- 
thing of that Nature; I was poſitive I had been ac- 
quainted with the Voice; from whence 1 concluded 
that ſome Friend of the Family juſt departed had 
given me that Admonition; my Father made ligh 
> "I this, and ſet it aſide 15 W Argy: 


I called aloud: for Help tomy Father, »whoſe 
| Clombicr was near mine; he immediately roſe ande 


me to myſeif by perſuading me that conſidering 


Apprehenſions the Soul is continually under, with 


great a Diſturbance and Confuſion in the ſeveralparts 


themſelves: it ſometimes happens that che very BA 
ſeem to hear, even when We are awake; whole| 
Sentences which are nothing but the Produck of a] 


my Studies had not entirely conquer d the Prejudices| 


| "chains threatenꝰd me, in ca 


eepting choſe interior Motions I felt, but did nor dare 


and was ſo alert that a Mouſe would wake me; bu 
after the Small Pox it was quite otherwiſe : I Wa 


one Day particularly ſhe was very much fri ter dd, 


IN tin ls... Ms 


. che ill Conſequences of a continual Sleepineſos. 
One Morning being awake ſooner than ordinary, | 
| Bela, ſent in my Maid to deſire leave to ſpeak a 


— . 

/hich at laſt convinced me; be Saat Conf. 
dence. 1 . in his! Learning and Experience 
obliged me to yield the Point, but at the ſame time 
I declared to him that finding myfelf much better and 
free from the Pains I had complain d of Wkich was 
only a Feint to avoid the Operation) I: could not 
think: of coming to an Extremity ; he would have 


replied, but I fell into ſuch a Fit of crying, that ou 
of Compaſſon he Sem a Wark he would ko 
inſiſl on it 45) nei bo 
Notwithſtanding the Dan ger ewith which the Phy. 

I did not comply with 

what they order'd, my Health improv'd daily, ex- 


mention for fear of che fatal Operation ; neyerthe: 
leſs, the Uneaſineſs this new Habit of. Body jocca: 
fond, was far inferior to What I labdur'd under 0 
Account of my Sleep: naturally I ſlept but little, 


ſo alter d as to this particular, that IJ not only ſlep 
many Hours, but it was often morally impoſſible t 
wake me; my Maid aſſuring me that ſhe frequent) 

pulled me 2 for half an Hour before I oper d 
my Eyes, and ſometimes could not effect it; that 


imagining I was in a Fit, and would have called my 
Father, but that I had ſtrictiy charged her never to 
acquaint him with my Ailments, for fear of bring. 

ing on the terrible Operation, with: which L was! 
threaten'd: This Deta made me renew:the' Prohi- 
bition for the ſame Reaſon, and from my own 
Knowledge in Phyſick I took ſuch Remedies as are 
proper to thin the Blood, and of Courſe to prevent 


Word with me: I was then in Bed, as I 2 
had been of late by reaſon of a heavy Wearineſs, I 
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at, continued I? What Encouragement did I erer 


* 9 


cians had. foretold, ſhonld come to paſs: Deceney 
obliged me at furt to refuſe Belizgi's Requelt, but 
he igſiſting on coming in and declaring he ſhould not 
ſtay a minute, I order d the Maid to remain in the 
Room. He held a Letter in his Hand, with a, de- 
jedted Air, and Melancholy painted an bis Counter 


out knowing the Reaſon. He trembled as he drew 
near the Bedſide. I am going, /aid, be, to leave 
you, Mademoiſelle, having quſt now received an Ac- 
count that my Father, lies;at the, Point of Death,; 
my Grief——It's\very,, natural, (ſaid I, interrupting 
him, pierc'd to the very Soul, and ſcaxce able to 
diſſemple it) J am much concern d at-your Trouble : 


Maid's Preſence, it were really ſo l, What a Com- 


AMigian, I anuſt undergo, whegabient from — 
We miſtake each other, replied; I ſtilh diſſembling, 
1 mean; the Danger your Father. is in, which has not 
the leaſt Connection with -what.you juſt now men- 


4 


Ah! lovely Lindamine, to what has this Nytien 
prompted me! How happy ſhould I be, if you da 


which durſt not face the Light! I. underſtand you 
ſurpriſed at his look ing ſtedfaſtiy on men Which Mus 


give, that you ſhould entertain me with ſo much. 


„ i replied 


—_— 


could, no ways accaunt for, and which made my Par 
ther and Mother very uneaſy, leſt what a the Phy fi- | 


nance ; the very Sight of him made me ſtart, with 


Would to God, cried, Bel/izai not regarding the 
fort ſhould. I, receive from: your; Haring in the 


2 


lixai, that you will nat underſtand, me; I: bluſh]. 
when I own, that what calls me away does not moſt 
alarm me: could L but lay open my. Heart, that] 
you might read what paſſes there! Whence cpmes; 
this cruel Averſion to Men? Am Ito included in it? 


not one Day condemn the Raſhneſs of a Paſſion, 


A 


Aſſurance upua the Subject of Love? My. Right, 


not, replied I, amaz'd at his dark Expreſſon aq  . 
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7 throwing me into Convulſions, he burſt inte Tears, 


1 


tion of a Diſcourſe; which ſo much affected ine, And 


bend? ET 03 e 21 eee n 


{ther obliged me to- file my Tears: The” Men 


pectſul Manner: overwhelm'd with Anguilh T ſent 


| the Maid away, and: being alone + abandow'd 
A ra Afflictien. 11 Fat FFF 


ber; but finding myſelf ſeiz d with a vickeat-Colick 


replied Bead: in Confuſion, is "of ſuch a Nude 
He was going on when my Father came into the 
Room 3+1-was extremely concern dat the Interrup- 


Which hithertö it was impoſſible" or me to Eompre- 


- My Father, who by the abe Poſt had lilkewiſs: 
receiv'd the News) came tc inform Belixai uf the 
Particulars ; his Voyage was immediately concluded 
on, the reſolving: -upon which overpower'd'me*: — 
Love, as F was, ſo" awful à Preſence as wy Pa. 


Was nowecome; in” Which my Wedcndfs mult" Have 


diſcoxer d ickelf to open View. Helxaf retifed with 


Father; after taking his Leave in the moſt feſ- 


It was near ten at Night before T thoug ht of eat 
ing, or would ſuffer any one to be in my Oham- 


which enereas every Moment, 1 rung my Bell 
for help; my Maid as ſcarce enterd the Room 
When I cried out bitterly, and ti ought myſelf on 
the Point of expiring: The Servatit terrified at the 
Condition 1 was in, ran to acquaint my Father; who 


immediately enter d the Room wich my Mother; 


their Preſence afforded me! no Relief, nor binder d 
my Moanss my Father, with all bis Skill, was 


* 


miſtaken, and apprehended F ſhould be ſtifled by 


the Creature, the Phyficians ſuppobd 1 had within 
me; he order'd dike” Blood to be taken away, 
which gave me a little Relief; but the fatal Colick 
returning with greater Violence than ever, and 


'andwhiſper'd my Mother that there was noh 
of my Life, and that I could not poſſibly ſurvive. till 
; Motning'; "this threw the whole Family into the ut- 


* moſt A ; en and e were _— 


— 


or him every Momens i 12 alſo a [Deſcription of Hh: 
creature from which | had beer 
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in, Tp -Whilſt I was making my, Confeſſion, ,con- | 
ſulte what. 10 do: They all agreed. (except. one, 


who, after feeling My Pulſe, went away a . 


u 9 his Shoulders t in 5 the,O 
0 ſho be ol ey re 


Father was i 2 my. Room | on prepare 
me for ſuch a. 


ſo rd not Sub 
but the Prelence of To ard good. Senſe I. 1 


in my 4.or nts, wopld effect an entire R natio 
to e Ml of Hens But al; Here n - * 
Decafion or any thing of that Kind: How al | 
dare to acknowledg e my Shame, continued the 
ovely Pilgrim, caſing down, her, bo pad, bluſh 
vg, ries me oe e 

ir 4 


a vio 
ak Gn inging with x has te | 


Ithe ut. any. one's. Af ance.z| 
5 ee at Tag Hh ht, and my 
erſtr left oom Raby 
Th 3 Re Be 


18 the groutr e 1 it 2s th whe C was 
| of the. Birth, and want of proper Affi: 


ce, „as the real uſe of my Indes, Vas wet % 
ns d. Ten en 8 on in this Manner 5 
ich my Father neyer came near me, 1 enquir d 


n freed ; 1 coul 1d get 
9 d. 
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thought y ſelf dat ef any immeadiete Habger of 


Death, I reſolv'd to riſe ànd fee what was become 
of my Father, who never appear d. The Sorrow 


under which my Mother and the Ser vant ſeem' d to 


ink, diſturbed me very nil a; h, and their Anſwers 


not agreeing exactly toge 11 threw myſelf out of 
Bed, fully refolv'd to Penetrete into this Myſtery. 
Go to your Bed again, cruel Child, ſaid my Mo- 
ther forcing me to comply, and don't compleat the 
Number of your Crimes in too ſoon deſtroying m 

Life, by the Loſs of yours, which cannot be Fo 
after the Difhonour you have brought upon y en 
felf; be ſatitked with the bitter Anguifh with which 
Fob hay overwhelm'd me, by bringing your Father 
to the Grave thro” your vite Petiaviour, and don't add 
to your farther Reproach- Good God! what 
1s it I hear, cried Ina Tranſport What ſtroke is 
this that is aim'd at me? My Father dead I 421 
him to the Grave! Ves, cruel Creature, replied my 

Mother interrupting me and ſhedding a Torrent + 
Tears, your Father paid the Debt *+ Nature two 


Days fer that fatal one, which you blacken'd by 


ſpreading Shame and Confuſion over the Family: 
Heavens! replied I weeping bitterly, what Ctinies 
have I committed, what am I accus'd of! Wretch 


{that I am in the very Jaws of Death, languiſhing 
for ſo, der Months, not ſeeing the Pede et of 7 
| one, what is 


it I am thus reproach'd with all? But, 
rhiter, my dear Daughter, cried my Mother, 


| 2 what Purpoſe do you thus plead Lever 12 
can you Hope to hide an Infamy 


which 1 was an 
Eye-witnieſs of, and every Body t ? Notwith⸗ 
and all the Prokagclots we” ”empliy'd to ſcreei 


ut ame from the Eyes of the World, the Who 
Ne 85 well infor. Ape | md 1 = 
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vented, had you placed a due Confidence in your 


longer, ſo confounded I was and aſtoniſh'd with this | 


other, RE not prophane that adorable Name, rey T 
immediate Vengeance ſhould fall upon you: On the 
contrary, you ought to the Lord, for the 
fignal Fayour of preſerving you a Life, which your 
Indiſcretion expos d, and of which you were un- 
worthy, by being the Occaſion of your Child's dy- 
ing without Win 3 That might have been pre- 


8 


Mother, and = y own'd what Kind of Aſſiſtance 
you; wanted; a Mother, however afflicted ſhe may 
be with ſuch a Confeſſion, yet when ſo dangerous 2 
Moment is at hand, forgets what is paſt. F-- 
I ſhould have {uffer'd her to have gone on much | 


Di courſe ; imagining that ſhe made an Impreſſion, | 
and that Grief and Shame reſtrain'd me from return- 
ing an Anſwer ; take Courage, continued the embrac- 
ing me, what is paſs d cannot be remedied; your | 
frſt, Step at- preſent towards an Amendment, is to 
implore the Forgiveneſs of Heaven for your Crimes, 
and 1 will Join with you in good Works, that 
we may obtain ſo great a Mercy: the Death of 
a Child and a Parent, can never be ſufficiently at- 
ton'd, for 3. nevertheleſs, we ought not to deſpaix. 
continued. ſhe ſeeing me almoſt choaked with Ex- 
ceſs af Grief. The Goſpel, aſſares us that à con - 
trite Heart opens the Gates of Mercy. Come Daugh- 
ter, continued my Mother, fearing leſt I ſhonld ex- 
ou in the Agony in which ſhe. ſaw me, we'll 
y. no more, Ko it throw you into, a Fever it 
may be fatal. Heaven forbid ! what would be- 
come of me, if I ſhould loſe all that's left me 
in this World 1 No, my dear Child added this 
wretched Parent 3 me, you will not over- 
whelm me anew ? you always loved your Mother, 
and you kngw ſhe doats on vou; dry up your 
Tears, L forget all, I have faid it; and t e cruel In- 
Jury we have receiv'd-ſhall be atton'd for by your | - 
marrying the Perſon, who, notwithſtanding all the 
W 4 know, N 2080s of, has found 
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means to delude you; name kim, perhaps he * 
ſconds, but let him return we have an ample For- 
tune, ſufficient to ſettle him very happily in the 
World ; it's ſcarce poſſible, who ever he is, that 
he can be fo diſhonourable as to refuſe you this 
[Reparation. 

All this was but- i many Riddles, as 4 aſſured 
my Mather ; ſhe bewail'd my Obſtinacy, and fear- 
fing leaſt her Impatience might be of All Conſe- 
quence to my Health, went out of my Chamber 
all in Tears: She was no ſooner gone but I re- 
new'd my Lamentations, and threw myſelf a ſe- 
ond time out of Bed in order to follow her; 
e Maid, who was much ſtronger, put me to 


Bed again: In the Name of God, Fanny, ſaid I, 


explain what my Mother has been ſay ing: 1 
ith Child! I brought to bed ! I really believe, 


1 ke 1 may uſe ſuch an Expreſſion, my Mother is 


gone diſtracted; Ay, but it's too true for all 
that, replied the Servant very coarſely, and you 


ould do much better, Miſs, to own who has a- 


buſed you. 'You are an impertinent Huſſy, an- 


ſwer d I giving her a Box on the Ear; it be⸗ 


yy 


| a. mad Creature to my Mother's Th ant 


Omes you mighty well truly, to talk to me in 


this Manner, learn the Reſpe& you owe me; my 
other is Miſtreſs, and may ſay what ſhe pleaſes, 
hough, God knows, I bear it very impatiently 
even from her; but, for you, let me hear no 
more of it. The Servant, provok'd at my Be- 
ſaviour, took ſo much Liberty in a pert Anſwer 
ſhe made me, that, tranſported bey ond all "Bounds, 
I  catch'd up a Candleſtick abe ſtood by my 
Bedſide, and threw it with ſo much Force, that 
ighting unhappily on her Temple, the expir d in 
about two Hours time. 
Imagine, i Mademoijell, contintied” the unfortu- 
ate Pilgrim with a deep Sigh, the Deſpair this 


1 faſt ſad Accident occafian'd ; I got. out of Bed, 
the 21 what I had done, and Tun in my 8 


ift 


* 
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given of this Accident; as there was no Witneſs 


5 Prayers were heard, doubtleſs for the great 
| Was All 


of > 


ie was crying, and Teem'd. frighten'd. at the Si 


to my Chamber with all the Careſſes her Ten- 
derneſs could. inſpire ; but! how great was her 
Conſternation when ſhe beheld the Maid groveling 
on the Floor in her own Blood; ſhe called for 
Help, a Surgeon * was ſent for, but all in vain, 
his Skill could not ſave her Life. 

A plauſible Account, you may imagine, was| 


preſent, and we much known and reſpected, the] 
Author. of the Murder was never called i in ny 
ftion:. 
In the mean, time, this laft Adventure, elf 
with what. my Mother had alledged, affected me 
Jo much, that I fell very ill, and lay at the 
Tome of Death; the convincing . Proofs ſhe| 
iven me of my having really laid in, 

5 4 knew myſelf entirely innocent, 

me a. gloomy Light into my fatal Deſtiny, and 
perplexing my ind with ſo many Contradic- 
tions, brought me into the Condition I juſt no 
mentioned; my Mather was ſo terrified that ſhe 
made a Vow of going in Pilgrimage to our Lady's 
of Luxembourg, if God would pleaſe to reſtore. my}. 
HOW 


t of my Sins; on.my Recovery ſh 
began to think of her Grave, the Way to which 
our Misfortunes had already. paved; but my per- 
ſiſting not to acknowledge who it was ſhe imagin'd 
had - abuſed me, (a Refuſal ſhe confider'd as a 
Proof of an obſtinate and wicked Heart) was 


finding her Diffolution draw near, and ſeeing me 3 
in Tears by her Bedſide, ſhe conjur d me. by the 
Condition I ſaw her in, to give her the Satiſ- 
action he had fo long deſir d: What could I 
1 9 as I wWas 25 what had ap Ls: 
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of me; ſhe came and embraced me, and led me back 


afforded] 7 


ſuch a finiſhing Stroke, that ſhe ſunk under it:? 
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me, and I made my Confeſſion with the Diſpo- 
-- | fitions of à fincere Penitent. The good Prieſt 
. | gueſs'd, from -l the Circumſtances of my Misfor-| 
| rages, that fome unnatural Means had beeh bafely 


a —_—— n th 


—_—{ 


| {elf from his holy Grace; that Providence order'd | 
every - thing for the beſt, and out of Love to us| 


1 


my Mother could not be perſuaded but that I diſ- 
ſembled the Truth, and upon that Account never 
Jook'd towards me during the few. Days ſhe had 
to live; neither could my Tears nor Entreaties 
prevail upon her to give me her Bleſſing, ſh 
aſſured me juſt before he expired, that ſooner « 
later God would: puniſh my falſe Heart. 

Her Death, attended with ſo many cruel Cir- 
camſtances, threw me into ſuch Agonies of Def: 
pair, that I made ſeveral Attempts on my © 
Life; my Relations, who neyer left me aſte 
this laſt Accident, watch'd me Day and Night, 
and it's to their Vigilance I owe my Preſervation 
from an untimely End. This Frenzy laſted aboy 
ia Month; 'tis true, the frequent Exhortations of] 
a worthy Clergyman, whoſe Learning equall'd his 


= 


elf; he prevail'd on me, after hearing all m 
Misfortunes, to have recourſe to Almighty God 
|My Sincerity and Innocence appear d to Him in. 
diſputable, Religion had gain'd its Aſcendant over 


& 


employ'd on this Occaſion, or that a ſleeping Por 
tion had been ſecretly adminifter'd ſince I was entirely 
innocent: This ſeem'd the more likely from ſome: 
Particulars I inform'd him of, and finding how 
much I ſuffer'd. in relating all that had paſs d, 


* 


not foreſe 


— « 


hat was to happen, I might rea- 
Mercy in the 1 of 


ſonably hope to find 


} 
. 


gainſt his Will, I ſheald have excluded my 


Put convinced that I there was any thing in it, 
| ſome very extraordinary Means had been employ d; 
t 


great Compaſſion, brought me by Degrees to my- | 


ard to Him in- 


he comforted me by repreſenting that as I could 


God ; but, if I had peräſſed in rebelling 4 
Wy 
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Creatures, often moved it's ſecret Springs to dra 
us to itſelf; that in Misfortunes lice — th 

| only Reſource was to ſubmit to it's eternal Decrees. 
Such Exhortations often repeated with great Fer- 
vour, had the Effect the good Curate propos d: 


after a ſpiritual Retreat of nine Days which he en- 


join'd, methought an Inſpiration from Heaven in- 
duced me to makk a Vow, 5 what my 
Mother had 'promis'd during my Tllnefs ; beſides, 
I firmly determin'd at my Return to become a 
Nun, beſtowing one half of my Eſtate on the 
Poor, and dividing the other. among my Rela- 
tions, without regard to Proximity of Blood, but 
on ney FEY 


' *" After this Plau was form'd, I communicated! 


it to my worthy Director,; he congratulated me 
on ſuch pious Reſolutions, inſpir'd; as he faid, 
by the divine Grace; but he diſapprov'd of the 
Pilgrimage, as liable to great Inconveniences, to 
which, in fo long a journey, a young Woman 
muſt un gi be expos d; he offerd'a Diſ- 


obliged to conſent, after giving me the beſt Ad- 
the Dangers his Prudence foreſaw would attend 


Pilgrimage, I ſettled my Affairs, reſerving only 
what was abſolutely neceffary for the State of Life, 
I' was determin'd to embrace; my Relations us'd 


mak ing over my Fortune, juſtly apprehending that 
if I hould change my Mind, I muſt depend up- 
on the Courteſy of others for a Subſiſtence; but 
my Steadineſs ſurmounted all theſe Obſtacles, and 
as they perceiv'd | Was entirely taken up with 


ö 


vice for regulating my Conduct, and avoiding 


the Execution of my Deſign. Before I began my 


my Project, they left me at Liberty to act as I} 


penſation from the Vow, but he found me-ſo 
ſtrongly bent on the Performance, that he Was 


their utmoſt Endeavours to diſſuade me from 
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| fect the leaſt Alteration in his Sentiments he a6 


F in ſome Se T was not at Liberty to do otherwiſe, 


5 very extraordinary Means to lay me aſleep; that at 
firſt he had no farther View than to remedy a 


Aauring my IIlneſs; but the Opportunity appearing 
0 favourable to his future lawful Deſigns, as he 
called them, he could not reſiſt the Temptation 3 


— 
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gous Life Ras this particular Privilege, that it ſup- 
plies. the Incapacity of Mes. 


| FFF 
The Day before my Departure, L underwent 


— 


on the ſame Day two, Letters from Belxai: 


» 


The firſt inform'd me how much he ſuffex'd. ok be- 


ing ſeparated. from me, and that nothing, could ef 
| quainted. me that his Father was dead, and had left 
him a plentifnl Fortune; that Decency alone had 
prevented him till now from aſſuring me that his 
| Happineſs. was incompatible with my ' Abſence'; he 
| beſought me to accept of his Hand and Heart 
with. all he poſſeſs d; he exhorted me to reflect 
very ſeriouſſy on what he propos d, declaring that 
nor ſo. much my own Miſtreſs as to diſpoſe of my- 
{ſelf without his Conſent. „ 


2 * 


to pal liate them by the Exceſs of his Paſſion, and 
2 ead of loſing me, too well grounded on | the; 
| Antipathy. I, expreſs'd to any Engagement; that 


| having confider'd. all this, he made uſe of ſome 


(Want of Sleep, from which I ſuffer'd very much. 


an Afault, little inferior. to the reſt 1 T receiv'd j 


I was till at a Loſs to comprehend the meaning 


that he had flatter'd himſelf, in caſe a Pledge of hi 
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Love ſhould appear, Decency would effect wha | 
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he was in the right, my Behaviour muſt d. 


great Degree; notwithſtanding the * ny 4 of my 
ſecret Paſſion for this wem. Lover, I firmly day 
foly'd never to ſee his Face more, and that not 
ſhould ever prevail on me to change my Mind. 
reſoly'd to exert myſelf in endeayouring to YE 
kim; addreſſing myſelf to God, I made a Sacrifiee- 


to Him of Whatever Inclination might remain, 
and renew'd my Vow. of becomin a Nun; a Re- 


ſolution I have dne ſiſted in, and will never 
lay afide, truſting in God that his holy Grace wilt 
ſupport me againſt” every thing that may tenck te 
ſhake my Reſolution. no, COLL VET 

Its now a. Year. and a Day ſinee 1e from 
home in this Equipage: I have had the good For- 


any troubleſome Adventure, and, as my Vow 5 
World. SIT. 


fory 'of my Misfortunes, which will be ever freſh: 
in my Memory: For my greater Humiliation, I 
have made it a Law to myſelf always to give a 
Detail of them to ſuch as deſire it, to the End 
that this Hiſtory, being made publick, may teach 
young Women to dread the vile Artifices which 


nocence, and to be always on their Guard againſt 
ſuch Beaſts of Prey, the more to be feared, when 
embolden'd in the Havock they make, by any 


alluring Endowments of Body or Ming. 


Io this Recital of my Misfortunes there is. one 
Condition annex d, which I do not previouſly: 


refuſe to comply with it: It is, Mademaiſellt, to 


Sentiments 


This ſecond Letter altiy incens d me to a very 


is Fallin and Addreffes 3 how | * ane 


tune to execute my Deſign without meeting with n 
fulfill'd this Days to morrow I bid aller to 1 
Thus I have given you, Mademoiſelle; my — 5 


4 


Men are ſo apt to employ in ſeducing their In- 


” 


mention, becauſe I am perſuaded no-body will : 


gr” 


do ſome Act of Piety in my Behalf, that God 
I; will pleaſe to give me Perſeverance i in the holy“ 
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{ Diſpoſition, to ſerve her, as far as lay in- her 


1 jquiry would be made. 


| faction ſhe woul 


ſchem, would intereſt her . an ee her to 


DE! — Wien wick * Ras HT me, and 
Strength to put them in Execution. 

Thus did Lindamine finiſh her Story, wiping a- 
way her Tears which ſhe could not reſtrain. 1 
thank d her for. the Complaiſance ſne had ſhown, 
and enquir'd how far off the Convent might 
be, whither ſhe propos. d to retire ;; her Anſwer was 
that ſhe had not. as yet pitch'd upon any Place; 
that it was indifferent to her, and, as ſhe intended 
to forſake. the World entirely, ſhe propos d, when 


Convent where ſhe was not known; that for this 
Reaſon ſhe would not fix her Retirement in her own; 
Country, elſewhere ſhe had no Ne if the 
were receiy'd. 

; oe, hearing . Thought came into. 5 
Hea that 27155 be equally ſerviceable to her, 
and give me an Op n of ſending ſome Ac- 


| 


me with her Friendſhip, and who would take 2 fin-. 
gular Pleaſure, through a ſincere Piety and obliging 


Bower; that it was the ſureſt means of compleating 
her Defign, as ſhe. would be receiv'd with open 
Arms, and being. fo well recommended, no Rl 


Lindamine made her Acknowledgments with 
great Vivacity, and accepted very kindly of. my 
Propoſal. I talk'd a great deal to her concerning 
St. Annes, praiſing her ſweet Diſpoſition. and agree-| 


able Converſation; I ſpent the Remainder _-of the! 


Day in entertainin 4 the pretty Pilgrim with the Satif- 
find in the Company of. my 
Friend, whoſe Adventures, when acquainted” with 


1 z | f N 4 2 a "own | 


ber Steward arrived, to make him be] peale ſome! 


count of myſelf to dear St. Agnes, ever preſent in 
my Heart. With this View, 1 recommended very 
{earneſtly to Lindamine, the Monaſtery I had lately 
left, fa ber Fi to direct her to a Lady who onour d 
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own that St. Agnes, in A ſome Reſpecb⸗ was more 7 5 | 
be pitied 28 . herſelf. Lind#mine ſeem'd ver; I 
much ſurpris'd at this, and ask'd what In —_— 
were comparable to her own * ß 
The Perplexity, into which this Queſtion rew!} 
me, made St. Fal riſe from his Seat, eaſily appre 
hending, that as matters were, his Preſence migh 
be ſome reſtræint upon me: obliging and welE-bred 
as he was, he deſir d leave to go before it was te | 
late, and try the Benefit of the Air for ag ge an 
he had been troubled with fince Morning. As be} 
addreſs'd himſelf to me, I. anſwer d wit a Bows. oy 
upon which he reti d. Re | 
When Lindamine and 1 were alone, 1 prefer 
again to pitch upon the Convent I had mention'd' 
ſhe aſſur'd me that ſhe would go next Day to Ma 
dame de G=—, and as ſoon as that Lady had ſert! 
the Terms of her Admiffion, ſhe wauld enter. This 
Point being Tettled; I refumed the Subject of St. 
Agnes, and related her Hiftory:. in ſhort to Linda 
nine, that The bg entertain che better Opinion off 
her. im confefsd that if the fair Nen be 
bad the 1 Kaff ef her Crimes to reproaeh herſelf 
withal, ſhe; Likdamine, would allow herſelf to be 
the leaſt unhappy of the two; but that no Misfor- 
tune was equal to the Stings of a guilty Conſcience.| 
 Lindamine, very readily cher Wrong my Friends 
Viſto ry, that. J was entraſted with! ſome Letters of 
Conſ- ener: which I had not- as yet found means 
to ſend; the. told me very. obligingly, that if 1 
would Nuture them in her Hands, the would an- 
ſwer for their being deliyer'd ; that ſhe would ſend: 
the next. Day a truſty Servant expreſs with chem. 
who ſhould return and give her an ; 3 
Execution of his Commiſſion : 'I'was ſo well pleastd 
with the Feafibleneſs and enen | 
| that, tranſported to think how 'overjoy'd St. | 
would be to have her ' Buſineſs: ſo weil follow'd, 1 
n n about W Nee fer . 5 
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b my Hiſtory: and though. her Politeneſs made her ö 
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[This lovely. Creature, | Friendly 
Diſpoſition, had a great Mind to know, in her turn 


readily accept of the Excuſes: I, framed, yet the 
could not forbear renewing the Attack ſeyeral 

Times; at laſt, I told her with à Smile; that it 
would be a very ill return for all her Civilities, to 

[trouble her with a Detail of my Misfortunes ; that 
St. Agnes ſhould Tatisfy her Curioſity, and by an. 
jagreeable Manner 'of relating the Hiſtory, would 
{render it leſs inſupportable: Lindamine allow'd of 
this frivolous Apology, but it only: ſerv'd, as 1. 
{was afterwards inform'd, to. encreaſe her Impa- 
ftience. As the time left for diſpatching: our Buſi- 
zneſs grew very ſhort, we ſet ourſelves to wanng. 
was very glad of this Opportunity to beg of Ma. 
dame de G=—— the Continuance of her Friend- 
[hip, and to give her an Account of. my preſent 


ting her know how happy I was in having ſuch 
an Opportunity of ſerving her, I. deſir'd that 1 

the e to come: to Th wa 
| | maſtery (which. I imagin'd might poſlibly happen 
ſhe would pleaſe to Fab bin that 3 be⸗ 
fell me, I ſhould preſerve. the moſt affectionate 
and faithful Sentimenzs in his Regard, | 


" 
1 | wh K 


* 


1 


5 


was eight o Clock before; we finiſt d our Diſ⸗- 
patches. 1 was'furpris'd that St. Fal did not, fe 
turn; his polite Behaviour, and the Confidence 
| hewn in leaving me to myſelf at this preſent, 
knowing I had it in my Power to eſcape, as I 


ſof his Behaviour on the firſt, Day, but eyen created 
ſi Eſteem, and gave me ſome; Uneaſineſs for his 
Abſence, as it was not a fit Hour to be in, Fields 


charmed with my friendly] 


 |Situation, My Letter to St. Agnes gave me the) 
nets q leaſt Trouble though by far the. longeſt ;. after let- 


; 5 . ; ax. \ 3 5 . 0 
We ſpent. ſo. much Time in Writing, that it 


formerly done; this not only effaced all Reſentment | 


— 


| "4 that he was gone to Kill ſome. Game, ang. very 
| Bel 1 | . | 155 1ikel 
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o Lindamine, but was much ſurpris'd to find at 
her Feet, a very handſome Gentleman, expreſſing 
himſelf with great Emotion, and from whom the 


pretty Pilgrim was endeavouring to free herſelf with |- 


'ords frequently intefrupted with her Tears. 1 
vas upon the Point of retiring without examining 
any further, when Lindamine cried out: No, no, 
dear Jenny, come in and lend me your Aſſiſtance | 
o guard my Heart againſt the Attacks of this 
ile Man, the unworthy Lover you have already: 

card me mention. Behold the brutal *Raviſher, 


vho endeavours to alledge the moſt outrageous In- 


ury as a Proof of the teridereſt Affection. Yes, 
charming Lindamine, eried Belixai interrupting her 
with great Eagerneſs, may Heaven puniſh-me this 
Inſtant, if I had the leaſt Intention of offending 
you ! From the firſt Moment, my Heart, captivated 


dy your Charms; to the Name of Lover, would 


fain have join'd that of Huſband: See here the firſt 
Origin of my Crime; your Coldneſs; the Diſtaſte 
you expreſod on all Occaſions againſt Matrimony, 
your Fathet's * Conſent, which by diſcovering hi 

iews, I was in hopes of obtaining, if I could bring 
my Deſigns to bear, all. this put together, com« 
pleatly ſeduced and blinded me; I plead guilty, 
my charming Lindamine: That you really love me 


is no ſecret, why therefore, thro'; an unſeaſonable 


Punctilio, will you make us both unhappy, my 
ife, my dear Wife as you are 7 Held, - bay 


barous Man, cried the Pilgrim all in Tears, what} _ 
odious Title do you give me!] what baſe Means, OF 


Heaven! dare you — Yes, your are my Wife, re- 
but Death ſhall wreſt from me the amiable Name 


of Huſband z let this Lady be judge, continued the 


wretched Lover turning to nie, ſhe ſhall detide 


pr OY LET ITN — : * — —ͤ— 0 
likely watching to ſhoot a Ifare. I knew very| 
bell, being bred in the Country, 'that Sportſmen | 
often ſtaid out late; I return'd ſomething ſatisfied 
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add. as tho. 


Melf at his Miſt 


** 


Take you at your, Word, — . 55 Lindamine caſt 
ing a Look at me, I am 3 her Sentiments of 
Honour and Religion are ſuch that I have no room 
| to doubt her paſting Sentence in my Favour. 
Belixai finding his Deſtiny placed in my Hands, 
roſe up and began with exagerating his Paſſion, Ten- 


derneſs and Conſtancy; he ſet forth the moſt ſpe- 


cious Pretences, in excuſe of his Raſhneſs and its 
Conſequences, he endeavour'd to make me enter in- 
to: his Opinion, which was, that ſince what had 
pen'd could not be recalled, Decency requir d 


iage ſhould ſupply the Defeats of his paſt 
Conduct; alledging, that abſtracting from his Love, 
Probity obliged him to infit on the Marriage; 
from thence he paſs'd to the Torments he had fuf- 
fer'd, whilſt abſent from all that was dear to him in 
this. Life ; he ſought to move my Compaſſion by 
giving me an Account of the advantageous Matches 
had refuſed for Lindamine's Sake; he affirmed 
that being preſs'd by his Relations in chat Particu- 
lar, he left Licben to avoid their Importunities, and 
came to Montpellier a Year ago, to make a Sacrifice 
all thoſe Offers to his Miſtreſs, and preſent her 
| Ris Hand 'that finding, to his great, Grief, that ſhe 
from thence, and not knowing where to 
| "her, he had wander'd about in ſearch of her 
ſince; that returning to Montpellier, and luckily 
even: by meer Accident that ſhe: had ſent for 
Chaiſe, 4 watch'd it's ſetting out, and follow d 
it, without: being e in order to throw him- 
Feet, and either obtain her 
Fardon, ar an End of his AMiQtions, by che Vio. 
ace of his Diſpair. 
I gave Belas, tall ſcope to utter what he had to 
then turning to Lindamine, I ask' d her if ſhe 
had any thing to add on this Subject to what the 
ad; already ſaid; her Anſwer was that ſhe had not, 
Vthat nothing in the World an e p. 
walter her Reſolutions, © 
d 


K 


1 
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| Encouraged by theſe Words, I addreſs'd myſelf 
to Belixai in the following Manner. Since you are 
1, give me leave to tell you, my Sentiments from | 
yours on this Affair are very different; you mult | 
excuſe me if I aſſert, that in my Opinion, you are 
not only unworthy of the Favour, to which you 


a juſt Elevation of Thought, ſince you have ſo out- 


pleas'd, Sir, to refer yourſelf to my Deciſion, ſaid i 


nour and Probity, upon which you ſeem, with fot 
little Reaſon, to value yourſelf. Is it poſſible with 
your Education and Parts (for it were Injuſtice t 
deny you either) that you act ſhould in a Manner fo 


eluding or even Forcing a Woman, black. as th 


are, fall ſhort of the Crime you have committed; 


he two firſt may be compared to two Men of ſuperio 
strength and Activity, attacking two others, wl 
by their known: want of Skill and Courage, are no 


uct reſembles exactly that of a baſe Aſſaſſin, who 
rſt Caſe, the Aggreſſors leave room for making 


Defence; a lucky Accident may poſſibly elude 
heir Strength and Skill: but, in the Caſe before 


ſides, it is not to be called Love, where the Paſ- 


ſion ultimately centers in itſelf. A Lady, who 
_ pleas'd to have ſome Share in my Education, 
and who is very juſtly admir'd for her nice Diſeern- 
ment, always aſſerted, that true Eſteem not only } . + 
1ſhes it's Object happy 8 even exerts all pol=} 


1 


Ways able to withſtand them; whereas your Con- 


_ _ * 


pretend, but even of being receiv'd into the Rank 
of thoſe, whoſe ſtrict Regard for Virtue, give them 


rageouſly trampled on thoſe very Diftates of Ho- 


B with the Duty you owe yourſelf ? The! 


abs his Adverſary in the Back or aſleep. In 'thej 


us, who can poſſibly be ſecure? In Truth, I muſt}. 
ay it, your Behaviour in this Affair, is properly an} 
Aſſaſſination. I'Il lay - more ; you plead, Sir, that 

hour Love prompted you to perpetrate this Out-“ 
& No, Sir, real Love never leads to Villainy ;| 


"Sa 
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ſſible means to render it ſo, even in the higheſt Dey 
gree that can be deſir'd; but what Obligation do 


| Hweet temper'd, has, if you pleaſe, uncommon Ta- 


ſclinations and Fortunes. Put the Caſe, that this 


{complete the Happineſs of the Perſon beloved, you 
} [ought to contribute all that lies in your Power to 
effect it in the Arms of another. A Sentiment, 
truly noble, and of which we ſee but few Inſtances; 
mevertheleſs I have known thoſe whoſe Greatfieſs of 


you lay upon your Miſtreſs, whom you admire be- 
uſe ſhe is handſome, bears a good Character, is 


ents, in a Word, completely qualified to be a 
Companion for Liſe? a hundred others will be in 
Love with her as well as you, but perhaps are un- 
illing to make a Sacrifice to her of their ſeveral In- 


liſtreſs at an unguarded Hour, ſhould be ſuſceptible 
of any Frailty, a Man of Worth, who propoſes to 
marry her, would be the firſt to ſupport her againſt 
any ſuch Weakneſs, far from taking the Advantage 
of ſuch an Inclination. If you ſeek to make yourlelf 
agreeable by laſting Recommendations, ſuch as Pro- 
bity, Virtue, and Honour, the Efteem you create 
will always ſubſiſt; you muſt even, when requiſite; 
facrifice your very Love itſelf, and if you cannot 


Soul would not have fail'd them on ſuch an -Occa-| 


ſion. | 


In fine, Sir, continued I, there is no real Happi- 


| meſs, without the ſtricteſt Regard to Honour and 
Probity. The Reaſon is, becauſe when Paſſions have 
Ino other Support than themſelves, they mutually 


laſh and ſhake each other; whereas that Love, 


which has Virtue for its Guide, fixes Happineſs, as 
lit is not liable to the Vexations and impetuous 
Storms, the Sallies of a diſorderly Inclination uſually 


creates. How ſlender ſoever my Experience may be, 


I think I have given you a feint Sketch of the real 


Character of a Man of Worth, and an honourabl 


1 1 JI _ Og 


Lover, to both which I think Mademoiſelle Linda- | 


_— 4 


o 


Jane juſtly, entitled, and which, had the found the 
in you, would have made her completely happy, 
if ſhe really has thoſe favourable Sentiments in your - 
'Behalf, as you ſeem to aſſert 3 but, thro' an un- 
happy Contraſt, The is become the moſt wretch 
of her Sex: reflect how many cruel Evils have 
flow'd from your Raſhneſs ; ſhe loſes her Father, 
provok'd by an impertinent Anſwer embrues he 
Hands in Blood, brings her Mother to the Grave 
| and is. on the Point of plunging herſelf headlong in 
| 
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to Eternity: To complete the whole, ſhe lies unde 


dhe ſtricteſt Obligations both of Honour and Reli 

| gion, to make herſelf a Sacrifice, and retire fo 

the reſt of her Life to a Monaſtery, in order t 
appeaſe the Remorſes of a guilty Conſcience. Leg 


ſo generous an Effort be equall'd on your Side; or. 
if you cannot obtain ſo noble a Victory over your 


ſelf, at leaſt give this laſt Proof of your Love, not 

„to diſturb: her in the Execution of what ſhe pro. 
r i Yu | 

4 I had no ſooner named a Monaſtery, but Beliza 


threw himſelf again at her Feet, with ſuch Marks 

a fincere. Repentance, uttering the moſt movin 
Speeches accompanied with Signs of ſo real 

Diſpair, that the pretty Creature's Paſſion began to 
revive ; ſome Sparks ſeem'd to force their Way 
Belixai, as cunning as amorous, perceiving th 
Effect his Preſence and Diſcourſe had, purſued hi 
Advantage ſo warmly, and gave it ſo many differen 
Turns, that, with a deep Sigh follow'd by Show 
of Tears, ſhe own'd her Happineſs inſeparable from 
as his, and that her Vow was the only Obſtacle left 
dus Tranſported with this Acknowledgment, Beliæ 
told her that ſuch Vows were of very little Conſe 
quence, that any Prieſt had ſufficient Power to gran 
a Diſpenſation from it, the obtaining of whic 
would be attended with the leſs Difficulty, as ther 
were ſuch cogent Reaſons for their being married} 


ed _— hat oh 2 
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This Lindamine eaſily refuted, and beginning again 
to mention her Vow and the Monaſtery, Beliza: in 
à violent Tranſport drew his Sword, and woulc 
have thrown himſelf upon it. Hold, cruel Man, | 
cried Lindamine, her Blood running chill in her! Ml | 
Veins, will you ſtrike the finiſhing Stroke to all my I |: 
Misfortunes : put up your Sword ; alas! I cannot 


ſurvive you a Moment. I muſt yield: no, wy 


8 


” . * 


—_— Mw. — 1 ”"_ 


i 


* r 
„ 


——_ 


ſhall not die, you are too dear to me: Heavens L 
what would become of me if I had this Death be * 
fides to lament! Do not, Belixai, do not thus ter- a 
rify me any more, 1 tremble ſtill, and am unabl 00 
in the Confternation you have occaſion'd to come t te 
any Reſolution; allow me this Night to implore 1 
the Aſſiſtance of Heaven, that I may be directed by 
its Inſpirations, in the Morning you ſhall have my 
Anſwer, alas! too conformable perhaps to my In- 
clinations. The Lover would have replied, but 
Lindamine aſſur'd him, that ſhe would not hear any 
thing more, that he had already but too ſucceſsfully; | 


tprevail'd, that he ought to be ſatisfied with the 
{Promiſe ſhe had made, and entreated him to re- M 
tire; he complied, but with ſuch a viſible Sorrow an 
as moved me very much. 8 Ta 


I Tindamine return'd to me, drying her Tears, {a 
and aſſured me that nothing ſhould prevail on her Ol 
to alter the Reſolution ſhe had taken Ought I not mY 
to bluſh, faid ſhe, when I look you in the Face, M 
after betraying ſo much Weakneſs ? But, deareſt i 2 
Jenny, deprive me not of your Eſteem ; I am theft 2: 
more to be pitied, for notwithſtanding the Violence '* I 

{of a Paſſien reviv'd at the Sight of Hm who firſt in- eve 
ſpir'd it, you ſhall ſee me put in Execntien*with | 2 
the greateſt Courage, what I have undertaken to [5 , 


| perform, _ - - | „ | 
The Steward expected by Lindamine, enter'd the are 
| Room juſt as ſhe had done ſpeaking ; ſhe let him 
{know the Uneaſineſs ſhe was under with Reſpedt 


— . D 


b o Behzaz, after acquainting him with her Deſign g as 
of retiring to a Monaſtery : we all agreed. that in 
order to elude her Lover's Vigilance, which doubt- 
leſs would be extraordinary at this ſuncture, that 
ſſhe and I fhould change Bed-Chambers ; that early 
| in the Morning, Lindamine ſhould ſet out firſt in 
St. Fals Chaiſe the Poſtillion being order'd to, 
wait our coming at a Place appointed about fix 
| eagues diftant. I flatter d myſelf that the Count 
would make no Difficulty to aſſiſt in ſo warrant 
able a Deſign. In the preceding Agitations aj: 
conſiderable Time was ſpent and the Clock ſtruck 
ten, without my Hearing any Tidings of St. Fal; 
e grew very uneaſy, as I inform'd his Valet de 
| |Chambre, not diſſembling that his Indifference on 
this Occaſion very ill became him: he was 
aſhamed of it, and taking a Guide with him 
t went to ſeek his Maſter. What made me the 
more apprehenſive leſt any Accident might have 
5 befallen the Count, was my having very innocents 
ly given Occaſion to it, being convinced that his} 
Motive of going out. was to take off all Appear- 
oil ance of Conſtraint on my Liberty, not but I was 

ſatisfied his only Aim was to pleaſe me, and 
„ ſaw plainly he was in Love: I did not fee any 
er | Obligation, of taking upon me to reſent a Paſſion, 


*# ww. 
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ot no ways encouraged or approved of on my Side. 
e, We cannot controul. our Sentiments, but may al- 
elt hive regulate our Manner, of exprefling them ; 
he and where a Woman has by, her Merit created 
cells 2 Paſſion in a Man of ſtrict Honour, I really think, 


even at this Day, when he has declared himſelf an 
Admirer, and ſhe, on her Part, has in a polite 
Manner ſincerely aſſured him, that ſhe is other- 
ways engaged, or that her Duty or Affections 


he are incompatible with any ſuch Declaration, ſhe 
im ought not to pride herſelf in a ſcrupulous Nicety 


* 


of avoiding his Company, provided ſhe does| 
; - 25 2 3 B53 4 4% 955 not : 
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"ot give Kim Opportunities: An affected Beha- 


iour ſoon degenerates into mere Preciſeneſs, and 
ily Experience convinces us that Coquets and 
bandon'd Women frequently lie hid under the 
aſk of Hypocriſy. But to return before a Sub- 
ect of this Kind carries us too far out of our 


ay. „ 

Lindamine, deſirous of ſetting out very early for 
he Reaſon above mention'd, after her uſual Col- 
tion, went to Bed in the Manner we had agreed 
n. I ſent for the Poſtillion who belong'd to the 
ount de St. Fal, and order'd the Chaiſe to be ready at 
ay Break: The great Deference paid me by the 
Count, of which his Servants were Eye-witneſſes, 
as without doubt the Reaſon of the Poſtillion's 
readily receiving my Orders. Lindamine and I, 
- {bid each other adieu with great Regret ; that 
jamiable young Creature was truly deſerving of 
a ſingular Eſteem, and had our Acquaintance | 
been of a longer Date, this Farewell would have | 
coſt me very dear; I beg'd very earneſtly to 
hear from her as ſoon as I ſhould be able to 
ſiend proper Directions; ſhe promis'd to comply ſa 
well with my Requeſt, as 7 perhaps make me 
repent of allowing her that Liberty. 

Ten, Eleven, Twelve o' Clock came, but no 
Count appear d; the Landlady with all her Entreaty 
could not perſuade me to go to Bed without 
knowing the Reaſons of this unexpected Ab- 
ſence ; all ſhe could compaſs was to prevail on 
me to eat a Mouthful. Sitting down to Table, 
I heard a Horſe ſtop at the Door ; immddiate-! 
ly the Landlady call'd from the Bottom of the 
Cairs that I might ſup in Peace for that a Cou- 
rier brought me News of the Count in Conſe 
quence-of this, up comes a Servant booted, of 
whom. I haſtily enquir'd for M. de S?. Fal 
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ie Anſwer was, that be left him about ten 
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Aſtoniſh'd at what I heard, I queſtion'd the Ser 
vant again ; he replied, putting a Letter into m 


mation than any he could give me. I open' 


| great Surpriſe as follows. 


Hand, that there I ſhould find a better Infor- 
the Letter with great Eagerneſs, and read to. my 


| — „ 253 £404 3 mo rene meme 
agues off, having rid Poſt with him fo faff 
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The Count de Saint Fats. Tltiel 
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as my Abſence; I made a 8 
of it to you, being confident 


|* ſhould return before you could perceive eith 
the one or the other; it would be the genes 


** Mortification to me, if you ſhould put 575 man 


Conſtruction upon my Journey. 


* My Deſign was to prepare A convenie 


Lodging for you, till you were happily ſettle 


* as your great Merit juſtly deſerves ; but whe 
* I arrived at S. G. which I thought a mo 
“proper Place for you than any other, jud 


* how I was ſorpris'd to find there the Marqueft. 
de L. V. whom I then thought to have 
in Lorraine; oy Couſin was not leſs aſtoniſh'g 


to meet me; his pale Face and confus'd. 


havio 


Fg 


an Expreſs 
Mademoiſelle, being perſuaded you 
\ muſt be under the greateſt Un 
eaſineſs at my Departure, as well 


n tis 


- 


NN 1 . 
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* haviour gave me” Ro6m | 
% ed the Occaſion of my Journey; you ſhall} 
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* know to Morrow, Madam, the Reaſons. that 
** hinder'd me from dealing ſincerely with him; 


lay a Wager, you partly gueſs my Motive. 
| © I did not well know: what Conduct t 
&* obſerve with the Marqueſs 3: I would will. 
“ ingly have avoided ſuch an Interview, and th 
* Queſtions he put to me; butt having alway 
been ſo very intimate, I: could not excuſe my 
* ſelf from ſupping with him; our Diſcourſi 
e turn'd upon indifferent Matters; tho' he was 
4 twenty Times -upen the Point of ſpeaking of 
* his charming Jenny, ſtill he contain d him- 


«© his Miſtruſt of me; but to what Purpoſe do 
* I any longer entertain you concerning th 


„ Court at the Expence of the Heart? For- 
* give this Expreſſion, it eſcap'd me, I t 


„ and will be more circumſpect for the Future: 
the more eaſily to obtain my Pardon, I will 
begin again to talk to you of my amiabl 
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Diſtruſt: The. Mzrqueſs and I had no ſooner 


e my Couſin's: was that he muſt ride Poſt back 
again to -Pont-a-Moufſon,. pretending to me that 
& he was only come to Court, in Hopes that 
; BY as his Affair lay dormant he might appear 
<< again, but that ſome of his Friends had given 
<6 
de be abſent a little longer till it was quite for- 
got. What do you think of me, charming 
„ Fenn, for not. believing him ?. I was not to 


to think, he ſuſpects] 


*I know you have ſo much Senſe, I dare 


' ſelf, which confirm'd me more and more in 
© Marqueſs, can one pretend to make one's 


e much fear it may offend you; I am ſilent, 


4 Nothing fetters Converfation more than 
2 


| 
e ſupp'd but we parted under different Pretences: 
| 
| 


him to. underſtand, *twas proper for him to 


8 be: 
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* be impoſed upon with this Pretext; J imagin® 
ed (and I have now Reaſon to believe my=} f 
« ſelf not miſtaken) it had either taken Air, or} 
that he had been inform'd of his Father's Ins | - 
* tentions'; that my Couſin was in purſuit of 
* you, and 'that the Diſcourſe I have juſt now 
related to you, was only defign'd to prevent 
my ſuſpecting his real Motives 3 I diſſembled 
in my Turn, and we took leave with great Cool- 
F< neſs ; he went away: that I might know the 
Truth, I had him followed at ſome DiftancE 
* by a Man on Horſeback : This Emiſſary is 
* juſt return'd with Word, that the Marqueſs 
© was come into the Town by another Gate, 
„which left me no. farther Room to doübt ff 
his Deſigns ; ſuch as they are, I thought it 
was beſt to act with Prudence; inſtc J of 

coming back to join you I ſet out for the 
Court; if he has me dog'd in his Turn, 

#* will know, that I have not deceiy'd him; and 
if it be true, that he ſuſpects me to act iy 
Concert with his Father, the Conduct I 8 
ſue will convince him of the contrary. 
«« *Tis your Buſineſs, Mademoiſelle, to deter 
mine which way to act; if I may give my}. 
* Advice, in the Diſpoſition I am in of always} 
* ſerving you, it would be proper for you to 
meet me to Morrow at Yer/ailles, I ſhall take 
Care to have an Apartment ready for you, 
where you ſhall be receiv'd under a Name{ 
that ſhall ſecure you frem all Enquiries 3. you'll} 
find a Man in the long Walk who will watch 
your coming by, and conduct you where 
“you are to alight; let not this Place give 
* you any Diſquiet, the Margue/#s Father is at 
© his Country Seat, and little ſuſpe&s how ill 
I comply with his Orders and Deſigns ; Whey 


"_ 


SY 


you are at Court 1 ſhall, ſee you, and 1 & 


* 7 * 


# will ST Pars amy how I am to procee | 


& knows where to find me. I am with much 


ſtaral Conſequence I drew from it, that ſince 1 


& 
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me, and my Heart was but too well pleas'd to 


7 eder to depend on, who would ſupport me * 


with my Uncle, whether he returns or makes 
a longer Stay at his Eſtate: happen what 
will, in me you ſhall always find a ſincere 


I Friend, who will ſecretly. ward of all Afaults} 


that may be made againſt you: pleaſe to do 
me the Honour to let me know your poſitive 
Reſolutions ; the Perſon who is the Bearer of 
this has Orders to bring me your Anſwer, and 


more than Eſteem. 
Mademoi ſelle, f 
Your moſt Humble, &c. te 


ET DE SAINT Fat. 
. Youll pleaſe to remember, d 
© Fenny, that tis of the utmoſt Conſequence t 
© your Intereſt, in the preſent Situation of your 
Affairs, by all means to avoid the Margae/s.” 


5 — 
_ 


* 


I read this Letter ſeveral times over without 
ing able to come to a Refolution ; what pleas'd 
e moſt was, the freſh Inſtances the Margueſs 
ve of his Paſſion for me ; I could not help being 
enſibly touch'd with the kind Regard he ſhew'd 


ee the Pains he took in ſeeking me. This na- 
as ſo . beloved by him, I need give 
viel no Diſquiet for what might happen, or 
t leaſt in Caſe of any Accident, I had a Pro- 


inſt the Attacks of adverſe Fortune. 
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St. FaPs Conduct, tho? I made no doubt but Love 
and Jealouſy had the greateſt Share in it; but the 
| polite and engaging Manner in which this new | 
| Lover behaved, made me quiteaſy, however that | 
might be; I was juſt giving ſcope to an ample | 
Train of Reflections, but calling to Mind, that | 
the Caſe requir'd a poſitive Anſwer, I reſtrain'd 
my Thoughts to the Point in View, what was 
to be done? This gave me no ſmall Uneaſineſs; 
once I thought of taking Advantage of the 
Count's Abſence, and throwing , myſelf into the 
Arms of my Relations; but That Vanity, I have 
mention'd elſewhere, which diſdain'd the Meanneſs | 
of my Birth; the Notion of what People would 
ſay ; Love, if you pleaſe ; the Hopes of a charm- 
ing and much deſired Fortune, all theſe things 
too ſtrongly offer'd themſelves to my Imagina- 
tion, and entirely baniſh'd that Deſign ; fearing 
even. leſt this virtuous Diſpoſition might influence 
me, I wrote inſtantly to M. St. Fal, and inform'd | 
him that I relied ſo much on his Honour, 
as to be entirely guided by him; that I would 
be at Verſailles as he deſir d, where I depended 
upon the Continuance of his Goodneſs to me. 
The Expreſs was ſcarce got out of Sight, when 
I" repented of what I had done: Ah my 
God! ſaid I to myſelf, why did I not purſue 
my. firſt Deſign? what was I thinking. of when 
I choſe- to 2 to a Place where my Lover's 
Father has ſo much Intereſt : If my unlucky 
Stars ſtill prevail ſo as to- diſcover me, who will | 
protect me from his juſt Reſentment ?. will he 
not have Reaſon to think I come to inſult him 
in his own Houſe? if I ſhould even have the 
good Fortune to be conceal'd from this provok'd - 
Parent, can I avoid being known by his Son? 
Love will be his Guide; and were I to ſuppoſe 
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"otherwiſe, ſnould I not be weak enough to ſave 
him the Trouble? Heavens! what have I done, 
continued I ? if none of theſe Inconveniences 
were to happen, what Motive have I to per- 
ſuade myſelf that St. Fall will always behave 
with the Moderation he now prudently puts on? 
artfull, perhaps diſſembling, in his Addreſſes, 
does he not diſguiſe himſelf the better to bring 
me to his Purpoſe? has he not ſufficiently ex- | 
plain'd himſelf already in his Letter? without 
doubt, ſaid I crying, I am myſelf but too much 
the Cauſe of all that has happen'd to me; leſs 
Vanity, leſs Love, had long ago prevented all 
theſe Vexations, that have ſo fatally purfued me 
ever ſince I left our humble Cottage; that Shame 
which has hitherto oppos'd itſelf to a lawful and 
proper Conduct, would by this time have been 
overcome; I ſhould: now have been ſecure in 
the Arms of my Mother; a Country-Girl, *tis true, | 
but far more charming in my Virtue, than when MW 
Adeck'd in all the gaudy Trappings, with which W 
Ih this Age is ſo apt to dazzle. Part of the Night 
| was paſſed in this Diſquiet of Mind; a ſudden MW 
Thought that ſtruck me, made me riſe in Haſte; MW 
remembring the Hour drew near when the Pil. | 
"grim was to go away, I lighted a Candle, and, MW 
in ſpite of my Fears, ventur'd to Lindamines 
Chamber; the Regard with which Madam de 
|-  *G——had honour'd me, encourag'd my having 
- . "recourſe to it en the preſent Occaſion ; flattering W 
' myſelf that this generous” Perſon, moy'd with the 
new Hazrds to which my Virtue was again ex- 
pos d, would receive me into her Arms, and approve 
my Flight; or at leaſt, if for the ſame Reaſons 
as before, ſhe durſt not keep me, ſhe would uſe 
her Credit to have me admitted into the Mo- 
naſtery from whence I came; I ſhall: find, aid 


— * 9 


„ 


2 Et wes AY hos Wwaokess =» > yi ay 


8 
2 — , P n ns 
: R . _— 5 0 C "nt . 
he N 2 o — 
>> Om - $8 —_ 88 ond « 


-<; 3 * 


ti aan 4k 
ä 3 — 
, w 


o on i gen 
* 4 — re 
— 


- 8 
Sn = 
* A LIB "150 vs. Tat 
* * er 1 3 
— on nn” 
Sq 


. 


— Saw 


l 


. 


og 4 — — 


I. n my fincere Friend St. tones again, and Linda. 


mine, Whoſe: Misfortunes have engaged 5 | 


Friendſhip, will be a great Encreaſe of my Com- 


fort; we will join all. three of us. our Diſtreſſes, 
and there Þ'll quietly wait the End of my Mit- 


or Life. Theſe new Projects fortified my 


herſelf in quitting for ever a belov'd Admirer, 
manifeſtly. appear d in her Face by her Sorrow 


troubled Mind, I enter'd the Pilgrim's Chamber 
to acquaint her with my Reſolutions; ſhe was 
juſt ready to go, but the Force ſhe put upen 


Pr 


and Tears; the Condition in — I found her, 
made me forget my own Afflictions in order to 
comfort her; ſhe confeſs'd, that my Preſence re- 


ſtor d all her Reſolution, which was not a little 
| ſhaken at the Thoughts of a Convent, and her 
Lover's being ſo near; but how great was her 


Joy to hear I intended to accompany her? This 


Aſſurance dry'd up her Tears, a mild Serenity 


ſucceeded her Uneaſineſs, ſne embraced me in her 


Tranſport, and offer d to divide with me all ſhe 
had remaining of her Fortune, or at leaſt to pay | 
what would be neceſſary for my Admiſſion into 

a religious Houſe, if I were ſo diſposd ; I made 
my Acknowledgements for this her Goodneſs, 


but I could not. help ſaying with a Smile, .that 


I thought the Affair too ſerious to be determined 

ſo ſuddenly 3 ſhe approv'd of my Sincerity, and 

added with a deep Sigh, that in the Condition ſhe | 
was, I muſt; not regard her Deciſion. 


In the mean while, word was brought that 


the Chaiſe was ready, and we were upon the 
Point of going; my Virtue, ſatisfied with the Re- 
ſolution 1 had taken, gave me ſuch an inward 
Tranquility, as to ſilence the Voice of Love; 
1 Liudamine Was preparing to follow me, muffled 


up for fear of meeting Belixai; but this extra- 
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| I Lover, who had only n, | 
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ws) having overheard all we ſaid : 


T 252 * | 
Tam u ts Miſtreſos Defires, the better to prevent 
her Diſtruſt, had been upon the Watch all Night, 
and found out our Projects (as he ſoon owned to 
In fine we 
were opening the Poer to go away, when he 
appear'd all of 
dear Lindamine, cried he, ſtopping our Paſſage, 1 
had rather ſuffer Death than conſent to your unjuſt 
Deſigns ; will you then leave me, and withdraw 
yourſelf from the ligitimate Rights I have over 
on ? — Rights, cried the Pilgrim very reſolute» | 
y3 ah: my God of what Nature are they? Ou 3 
you not to _bluſtr?'do you expect to prevail, 
you have taken ſuch a Thing inte your 


| 
| 


Head? Would you reſemb'e thoſe who arrogating 


 _ a Pewer to themſelves which the 
| they need but ſpeak and the 


| continued Lindamire 3 you wn. bc ſo 


Ah Ask veur Pardon, your 
poſing your Defigns,” but 


have not, thin 
atter is done Ab. | 
for” my Part, Sir, I am net of that Opinion, 
goed if you 
leafe———"To return to partment, replied | 
Felliſey, growing calmer, and e bi Velee! | 
Lady, thus op 


o away without hey during this gentle 


let you g 


Expoſtulation, Bell;/ay would have ſeized the 


Pilgrim's Hand to oblige her to 


| ' own Accord rather than | 
Ah ! how 'wretched am J, cried ſhe, throwing . 


o in again, 
but this aimable young Creature returb'd of her 
ſuffer this Violence; 


ſelf into an Arm-Chair, thoſe Who ought to be- 


| Have with Reſpect, become my Tyrants I ſub- 
mit, O my God, continued ſhe, ſhedding Tears, | 


N place my Hope, 
| Intentions ; having pronounced theſe Woß 


you cannot humble me tco much ; in you I 
founded on the purity of 4 
ſhe 


| was filent 3 J leave you, Mademoiſelle, ſays, Belk- | 


in a reſpectful Voice; I am go 
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ſudden; Pardon my Deſpair, 


will periſh — | 1 | 


ogy. A pray | 
5 dar * which 1 invoke, to. free” your 
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Mind from this Agitation: - as ſoon as yo gire 
me any Marks of it, you ſhall find me reſign d; 
but without that, I —.— ſolemnly, I. had rather 
ſuffer Death than you ſhould. engage in, any raſh. 
Enterpriſe ; if Love has no greater Sway in your 
Heart, at leaſt, let Honour reign in its Phace;s;. 
this is ſaying enough, added - Be{h/ay,. you under- 
ſtand me, and I am perſuaded you will make 
ſuitable Reſlectiens thereon, Making a profound 
| Bow he retir'd, g ving me ſach a Look as ſuf⸗ 
| ficiently explain d his ene thangh I pre- 
| tended not to obſerve it. bes 
[ Lindamine, who. was pretty warm in her Tem- = 
| per, pour'd out her Soul in the moſt cruel and 
bitter Complaints as ſoon. as her Lover had left. 
us: after having giving free Paſſage to her Grief, 
ihe: declared, that Heaven had given her Grace 
to lay aſide all Affection . her unworthy 
Lover; that ſhe was by ſo much the more com- 
ported, as the State ſhe was upon embracing, re- 
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quir'd 2 Heart: exempt from all. Sollicitude; that 
this Cure would enable her to comply with her 
Duty much more chearfully than ſhe. could have 
| expected, if it were not for this happy Change 
Heaven had wrought,” to which the ill Behaviour 
of her Lover certainly contributed. I did all _ 
could to ftrengthen her in theſe - good Dif! 
tions, repreſenting to her at the ſame Time, ** 
juſt Grounds there was to fear leſt Belliſay ſnould 
throw new Obſtacles in her Way: This made her 
thoughtful for -a few Moments, then earneſtly; 
addreſſing herſelf to me, ſhe ſaid ſhe had con- 
| I trived' Means to guard | againſt all Belliſays At- 
: tacks ;/ ſhe / 4 of me to get into the Chaiſe 
Li that waited for us, to leave the Inn, pre- 
tending to go away alone out of the Village, and 
Ito wait for her at à ſmall Diſtance behind a 
I tle Or ſhe: en Ns b me — 


— LM * — A 
——Up—4 2 —— — ’ lè— — — —— — 


A 2 ͤ Mp te, as ” — —— rate tn 


| 
: 
| 


i : 


— 


mn, T7 


[ from Belliſay. We were very private in laying this 


| Voice, to bid Pelli ;/ay come up. 


| Pretence' of yours, in order to take-the Advantage 


| it. HO; 


thought of ma 
Chambre and tell him my Motive, but he had ſo 


again bluſhing and full of the greateſt Uneaſineſs-. 


— 


I 5d means to come and j6in me and deliver herſelf 5 


| Deſign for Fear of being overheard ; I acquieſced to 
all ſhe requir'd, and in order to give the thing an 
Air of Probability, I took leave of her aloud, 
and Lindamine, as ſhe conducted me to her Cham. | 
; ber-Door, order'd one of the Servants in a e 


I Was getting into the Chaiſe to d our in- 
8 Project when St. FaPs Valet de Chambre drew 
near me, and ask'd reſpectfully enough What was 

my Deſign, and where I was going; not being pre- 
Pared for this Queſtion, I found myſelf very much 

at a Loſs, and did not know what anſwer to make; 
chat is to ſay, Mademoiſelle, added he, ſeeing me 

ſtruck, the Departure of your Piterim: is only a 
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of my Maſter's Abſence, and make your Eſcape z' 
the Thought was not amiſs, and I was very lucky 

In watching you, or I ſhould have made a fine Fi. 
gure in this Adventure: I have no Orders, it's 
true, continued the old Servant, to lay any Re- 
ſtraint on you, bat I think myſelf obliged at leaſt 
ts repreſent, that you ought not to go from hence 
without my Maſter's Knowledge; the Civilities he 
bas ſhewn you require this; as for my Part I can- 
not conſent that you ſhould make uſe of my Ma- 
ſter's Chaiſe, unleſs I en his * Oroers for 


le poſtillion who was 1 20" ſee wan; apon | 
Bearing this Diſcourſe get down and: took off the 
FHorſes; finding myſelf at ſuch a Nonplus, 1 

King a Confident of the Valet d. 


forbidding an Air, and always ſhew'd ſo great a 
Prejudice againſt me, that I durſt not let him into 
into the Affair; this Conſideration carried me 5 | 
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I knew not what Reſolution to take: the Fear 

of finding Belliſay with Lindamine, and rendering 
her more ſuſpected by my unlook d for Return, led 

| me to my Chamber; in reflecting what had paſs d 
| 1 ſaw nothing but Obſtacles on all Sides; twas in 
my Power to go to Verſailles, 1 had the Maſter's 
Leave, his Letter, and the Journey diminiſf'd my 
Vneaſineſs; but the more J thought of it, the more 
repugnant was it to my Virtue. I had not forgot 
what Madam de G— had told me concerning a 
Woman who is under his ProteQor's Proof, nor the 
Snare I had ſo narrowly eſcaped when her Huſ- 
band hired an Apartment for me; | beſides I re- 
flected with what Facility Monſieur St. Fal had 
changed his Sentiments in my Favour, after having 
ſhewn himſelf the firſt Day ſo ſtri& an Obſerver of 
the Orders given him by my Lover's Father; never-- 
theleſs inſtead of conducting me to a Convent pur- 
ſuant to the cruel Orders he had receiv'd he be- 
came my Friend, betray'd the Truſt his Uncle 
placed in him, offer'd to keep me (for any other 


into a Country unknown to me, where I had 
neither Friend nor Relation: I could not but eaſily ? | 
IU foreſee I was going again to be overwhelm'd with 
Adventure. ff | 4 


I allow theſe Reflections ſhould have been made 
ſooner, but admitting That, what could I do? Was 
it in my Power to. chuſe? All things conſider'd, || 
ought-I not on the contrary, to bleſs the happy Lot ; 
which beſtow'd on me a je ne ſcat guoy,that diſarmed 
thoſe who were deſtin d to be my Perſecutors? 
Women of a certain Turn, when they read this 
* I Paſſage, will fay very ſupercilliouſly, you ought, | 
- I Miſs Ferry, to have ſuffer d yourſelf to have been 
conducted to a Convent, inſtead of affecting ſo man; 
Airs with the Men, or not to have ſet forth in 
| I fuck a pompous Stile your Virtue's being. ſo much 
F 3 3 . ; 
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— aſter alt Rey you — have been any ſu 
happy when maintain'd in a e ee p gun 
could you expect better? | 
The Remark is doubtleſs very juſt ; {but 1 es 
alk theſe: ſevere Ladies if, when Girls, they com- 
mitted no Faults ; if they vouchſafe to fatisfy me 
upon this Article, III give them a fuller Anſwer ; 
in the mean time, I beg they would pleaſe to con- 
ow — Sreſ e ſnort Reflections which 
preſented them Ives in ehe Sos e 13 & no. 
ſeribed.' . 2 
| My „ Was under chat of Sade 1 * 
by | leſt the Door upon the Jarr, without knowing 
= - why; fitting on my. Bed's Foot quite buried in 
A 'Thonghs, I heard Bellijſny coming down. I knew 
kim by his Voice: as ſoon as he was gone by, I 
went immediately up to the Pilgrim; ſhe Was 
greatly ſurpriſed to y me again, I gave her an 
1 whad had ha hed; that ſignifies no- 
thing, replied ſhe, luckily my Chaiſe is not 1 
gone, it will be eaſy to — over this new. Obſtaele; 
would to Ged, *twere as eaſy to get rid of Frili- 
fay;” I have juſt now under gone the moſt dangerous. 
Attack from him, it not being in my Power to 
make him hear Reaſon-t J muit confeſs, my dear | 
Friend, nothing but Abſence can make my Virtue: 
triumph; it was twenty Times upon the Point of 
yielding, neither would you have been ſurpriſed, . 
had you been preſent at the Aſſauits I have ſu- 
ſtain'd; this wretched Lover threw himſelf: at my 
Feet, confeſſed his Guilt, wept, figh'd, would even 
hive made away with himſelf. . Ah | 7 exny; bow ; 
much is a Man, who is not diſagreeable, to be 
dreaded on ſuch. an Occaſion 1 An Occafion, | 
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which young Women who are not deſirous of 
' throwing themſelves away, ought to ſhun as the 
moſt dangerous Rock; but for Heaven, to which 6 
1 baton addreſyd myfelf, 1 could e d . 
in 
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ſuſtain'd this Conflict, without freſh Wounds; the 
divine Grace preſerv'd me againſt my natural 
Frailty; my Mind elevated by a ſuperior Power 
ſafely conducted me along this thorny Path: 1 
pretended the Tears of Pelliſay had ſoften'd me, 
and promis'd not to go away without him; he 
believes it, becauſe one is apt to do ſo in things we 
wiſh for; in the mean while, I imagine the 
Thoughts of your Abſence does not a little contri- 
bute to the making him eaſy, for he is afraid of 
my and ſuſpects your having ſuggeſted to me, the 
Defign of leaving him; does he know any thing 
of your Return, continued Lindamine ? If that were. 
the Caſe he would certainly reſume his former 
Ing died 1 d ine 
be Pilgrim ſeem'd eaſy when I. aſſured her, 
chat her Lover was not acquainted with my com- 
ig back ; nor was there any Reaſon to think he 
| weuld be inquiſitive about itz Things being thus, 
| replied Lindamine, you muſt return to your Chams 
ber, and avoid all Intercourſe: with me this Day: 
you muſt pretend to be taken ill, and artfally 
make thoſe believe Who wait upon you, that 
your Indiſpoſition was the Hinderance of yayr Jour- 
ney, to the End: that if Rel liſay ſhould hear of yeur 
being in the Houſe, it may give him no Diſtruſt 


Ihe beſt of it is, that, by What you ſay, they 
don't pretend to lay any Reſtraint upon your Li- 
berty, but only objected againſt your taking the 
Chaiſe; mine, as I told you, removes this Difficulty 

at once; I acquained Belliſay that before I begin 

ſo long a Jounrney, as I have promiſed to take 

with him, my Servant muſt go to a. neighbour- 
ing Town to provide me ſeveral Neceſlaries ; before 
l he ſets out, I ſhall inſtruct him to order Affairs a3 
follows; he ſhall go in my Chaiſe, and return again 
at Night to wait for us at the End of this Village; 

the remaining Part of the Day Vil ſpend with Bed- 
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Letter, and ask'd i he knew the Hand? Being 
; anſwer'd. i in the Affirmative, I told him I could 
| plead a very good Excuſe for not being that Day 
1 Ferfailles : You know very well, ſaid I flyly, 


. 2 the better to At his Let us join in Prayer, | 6 
34 and implore the Bleſſing of Heaven on our Deſign: KF : 
= It's Intereſt direQs us, and from thence I draw a fa- 
= vourable Omen. This Diſcourſe revived me, as 1 $ 
A thought the ce well enough. concerted; not- 1 
5 withitanding l repreſented to the Pilerim: the Diff 1 
| .culty I 1 of going off in the Night with- 5 
= out being obſerved ; but ſhe aſſured me hex Steward |. 
K _— provide againſt it: aſter. mutual Embraces we 5 
44 ar . 
10 - I was no ſooner in my Chamber but I feign'd/ i; 
K | myſelf out of Order: having ſent for St. Fals Valet 
2 de Chambre, I endeavour'd to remove any Um- | 

41 brage he might take at what had paſs'd and the 

= Confuſion I betray'd; fearing, with ſome Reaſon, 3 
= left from thence he 'ſhould+ think proper to acquaint t 
15 Kis Maſter, that I had a Mind to make my Eſ- { 
= cape 3 befides, I could not help thinking that good [ 
3] Manners requir'd T ſhould inform M. de St. Fal, 
1 before I left him, what my Motives were for ſo do- ; 
| Rehe ſince bis had behaved ſo r reer hs in ay | 
15 Re 13 
4 = b order to leave the Valet 45 Chambre no room. | 
74 to ſutpect any I ſhew'd him the Counts x 
l 
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J was going, but thought fit to ft me... 
[Who f. Madam, — — C rowrs. me, And ö 
confounded at what he heard, I ſhould be very ſorry 1 
ito have done it ; My Reaſon for obſtructing your f 
Journey was the Apprehenſion I had of your mak- 
ing an Eſcape ; had you mention'd the leaſt Syllable f 
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of your Deſign, you would have been there before 
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tis. 1 did not imagine, replied I very coldly, 
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that your Leave was requiſite ; beſides: I was ſo 1 
| ſurpriſed at on . chat I could 1 ; 
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ſpeak, nor have I as yet reeover'd myſelf. I ſent 
for you, to inform ycu of this, having no De- 
ſign to do you a Prejudice, but you muſt be ſen- 
ſible that I cannot avoid letting your Maſter 
know the Reaſon of my not ſetting out, or you 
may do it yourſelf; I leave it to your Choice, as 
well as my going to morrow at Day- break to 
Verſailles; tor ſince you have given me to under- 
ſtand, that in your Maſter's Abſence, I am to 
| obey your Orders, I ſhall be careful not to take 
any Reſolution for the future, without conſulting. 
All this was utter'd with an Air ſo very natu- 
ral, as quite ſtunn'd the poor Valet de Chambre; 
| it's likely he knew his Maſter's Temper, and 
| | dreaded his Anger in caſe I ſhould give him the 
| ſame Detail of the Affair; beſides, he was not ig- 
norant of the Deference M. de St. Fal paid to me, 
and as I ſeem'd to reſent the Uſage I had receiv d, 
he apprehended his Maſter might do the ſame. Up- 
on this he ask d a thouſand Pardons in order to 
_ | appeaſe me, acknowledged his Fault, and begg'd 
of me to ſet out that Moment, being ready, as he 
ſaid, to receive my Commands, and rembve all 
Occaſions of Offence. Pleaſed to find my Artifice 
had ſucceeded, I grew more calm, and told him 
my Indiſpoſition would not allow me to go that 
Day, but that he ſhould hold himſelf in readineſs 
for the next Morning: I would then have had him 
retire, but he refuſed to leave my Chamber till 1 
had pardon'd his ill Manners, as he term'd it; in 
order to rid myſelf of him, I did more; I pro- 
mis'd to ſay nothing of what had paſs d to his Ma- 
ſter. The Valet de Chambre ſeem'd mighty well ſa- 
tisfied with this Aſſurance, and told me, that as we 
were not very far from Verſailles, he 8 5 
thither himſelf to prevent his Maſter's being uneaſy 
at my not coming 3 he added, he-would have fent 
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I thought proper, to avoid all Suſpicion, to inſiſt 
on his ſending the Poſtillion; but he alledged that 
| the Boy not having been long in his Maſter's Ser- 


{ contrary to the Secrecy his Maſter had preſcribed. 


another on this Errand, but that he was defiron ; 


of ſhowing the entire Confidence he had in me, 
and“ that he was not placed as a Spy over me: 


vice, he might poſſibly make ſome Blunder, very 


{I acquieſced to this Obſtinacy as I called it, over- 


joy'd within myſelf, to be freed from this watchful 


| Argus whom I dreaded as much as Lindamine 

could Belliſay. The Valet de Chambre ſet out, and 
J con 1 myſelf on my Dexterity in getting 
cout of this Scrape ; it's certain, Evaſions coſt Wo- 
men very little, and therefore woe to thoſe Lovers 


and Husbands whs have to deal with ſuch as are 


not ſincerely virtuous ; all their. Skill and-Foreſight 
can never {ſecure them from being impos'd on, of 


4 Which every Day fur niſhes but too many Inſtances. 

Thus far, every thing went well, when about 
Eight in the Evening, hearing ſome Horſes ſtop at 
the Inn, I lool dd haſtily out of Window, fearing 
5 any freſh Obſtacle might thwart our Deſigns; 


my Life hitherto had been ſo much expos'd to 


| Vexations, that I imagined each Day muſt ne- 


| cefſarily produce Inſtances of my being diſappointed 


in every thing I undertook ; a Train of Misfor- 


| tunes naturally produces a continual Apprehenſion. 


As I had heard the Margque/s was in the Neigh- 
{ bourhood, I began to think he might be arrived; 


1 dare not ſay I was diſpleas'd ; is it poſſible one 
mould after ſo long an Abſence of a Perſon be- 


lov'd ? perhaps, ſaid I to myſelf, the Count de 
St. Fal, uneaſy at my not complying with his eager 


1 pe ; is come to fetch me? This Per- 


plexity occaſion'd my looking out a ſecand Time: 
by the * ht of the Torches, carried by two Ser- 

-) vants, I ditcern'd a tall Man getting out of che 
j RES e 3 — Coach n. 
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Coach; he ſeem'd ſomething in Yeats, with a ve. 
nerable Aſpect, and, by his numerous Retinue, to 
be a Perſon of great Quality; before he enter'd the; 
Inn, he caſt his Eyes towards me, and even ſtopp'd 
his Attendants that he might have the better View; 
not accuſtom'd to be thus ogled, I drew in. I fan- 
cied he look'd ſomething ſweet upon me, and it 
was eaſy to diſcover he did not think me difagree-] 
ble. A ſmall Share of Beauty ſuffices to inſpire} _ 
uch a Thought into moſt Women, and let their 
Way of Thinking be never ſo juſt, if they deal ſin- 
erely, they muſt not deny but Vanity and Self- 
| -onceit furniſh one half of their Reflexions. |} 
The Notion I had that Lindamine would not} 
| fail of coming to inform me of her ſetting out, pre- 
1 vaibd upon me to leave my Door half open; 
, the Agitations of my Mind, rather than what 
f I eat at Supper, had inclin'd me to ſleep in an 
arm'd Chair, tho' I was often diſturb'd from the 
t. continual Expectation of ſeeing the Pilgrim; but 
t how was I ſurpris'd at laſt, to ſee two Men ſtanding 

> || by me; one of 'whom' I knew to be the Perſon 
T had ſeen get out of the Coach! The ſudden E- 
« | 
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erceiving my Error, I was upon the Point of retiring, 
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r- many Charms cannot be deſtitute of ſufficient Sweets: | 
r ; 
he parden: no Age is ſecure from the Force of Beau- 
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ty, and yours, in particular, is too irxeſiſtable, not 
to occaſion many ſuch Adventures. Any one will 
eaſily gueſs both the Harangue, and the Viſit af- 
forded me ſufficient Subject of Admiration; but, it 
will certainly be thought very extraordinary, that 
both the one and the other pleas'd me not a little; 


| 


Who would have imagin'd, Forſan, continued he, 


gether, Is it poſſib'e, he cried, that ſo much Wit 


ſomething, I knew not what, delighted me; tlie 
old Gentleman's Preſence, as much a Stranger as he 
was to me, was highly agreeable ; whilſt he ſpoke, 
J could not help conſidering his Perſon with a ſe- 


Compliments in a polite Manner ; I even ſought, 
I remember, to make myſelf as agreeable as poſſi- 
ble without knowing the Reaſon. The Stranger 
was ſo tranſported at the Complaiſance of my An- 
ſwer and Behaviour, that, folding his Arms to- 


and Beauty ſhould be united! She has certainly. 
been extremely well educated ! happy Man, who-' 
ever is to poſſeſs ſuch a Treaſure of good Senſe : 
turning his Eyes to a Man on whoſe Shoulder he 
lean'd, that at my Vears, I could have expected 


iſo favourable a Reception? A great Proof of the 


LF way of 1 this young Lady poſſeſſes. 
Tak 


Encomiums inſpire a Vanity prejudicial to that 
Merit you are pleas'd to extol; but if, as you 
eem to ſay, there is any in over-looking Age, 

d perſonal Advantages, I muſt needs own I have 
o much good Senſe, as to conſider only Chara- 
er and Worth in Men, and, were I to make a 
-hoice, ſuch Qualifications would fix it, prefer- 
bly to thoſe of a more alluring Nature. 


The old Gentleman extol'd this Maxim to the 
kies, embelliſhing it with all that Wit could poſ- 


cret Pleaſure, and when he had done I return'd his 


e Care, Sir, replied I very modeſtly, leſt your | 


_ fiibly invent; his Facility in expreſſing himſelf, | 
Fand the polite Language he employ'd, mo 4 112 
= 9 — 


. 
— 2 _ 


— 


1 8 272 3 2 
ably engaged my Attention ; this he perceiv'd, and 
from thence took a freſh Occaſion of praifing my 
{Underſtanding ; it's very evident, Sir, replied: 1, 
yours is of ſuch a Turn, that a young Perſon may 
not only be very ſafe in your Company, but conſi- 
| {derably improve herſelf when thus happy in enjoying 
ſo ſold and elegant a Converſation. Have you 
really ſworn then, cried the old Gentleman tran- 
| 


ſported, to make me forget my Age, and the Di- 
ctates of Reaſon? as old as I am, I know my o- r 
i Weakneſs, my Heart is on the Point of falling a 
Victim to your Youth and Beauty, why muſt you 
call the Perfections of your Mind to complete the 
Conqueſt? Don't caſt down your Eyes, thou love- 
lieft Creature I ever beheld ! nor give yourſelf any 
Uneaſineſs, continued he, ſeeing me a little diſ- 
compos'd at this Declaration; though I ſhould even 
fancy myſelf young again, you have nothing to fear 
from the Tranſports you inſpire, blended with ſo 
much Reſpect as they are, and your chaſt Beauties 
os | will ſufficiently curb the Sallies of an irregular Paſ- 
fon. Are you not, For/ar, of my Opinion, con- 
|| I |: tinued the Stranger, and though older than myſelf, 
: don't you admire her innocent and unaffected 
| Charms? 2” . 
4 In the Beginning of this Interview. I had of-j- 
t ſer'd Chairs, but the Stranger had obliged me $9 
a ; fit down again, and his Attendant brought him an 
's arm'd Chair, placing himſelf on one Side; ſo many 
Compliments heaped upon me during this Converſa- 


* tion, had given me a Colour, no Ways to my Diſ- 
a advantage; the Candle-Light too had contributed to 
r- | | promote ſo many fine Speeches; whatever Rea- 

' ſons I might have for diſpatching this Viſit, it wa 
. | ſo very agreeable to me that I even furniſh'd Oc- 


caſions of prolonging it as much as poſſible; cer- 
s | & tainly my Mind foreboded ſomething from it. 
| 1 * * 7 : 
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occaſion'd ſome little Excu 


who ſeem'd fond of Muſick, enquir'd if, amo 


| ferent Ways as poſſible, I ſung an Air, the Wor 


Dur Converſation ſoon. turn'd on thoſe Talent 
which are thought to adorn Merit; the Stranger, 


my other Qualifications, I 1 pane, Singing ; thi 

es, a Folly. uſual wi 
Performers : My Voice was good, and, as /I hay 
Already hinted, I had made ſome Progreſs. : in Mu 
fick. As we are all fond of pleaſing in as many dif 


of which were the Margueſi's; it was his favourit 
Song, as he had aſſured me; this was more tha 
Aufficieut to make me remember * 


Y Yoys depend on her ale, 

Whoſe Beauty fires my raviſo d Breof 3 30 
| Laid at her Feet, if fhe but run, 

7 touch ber Heart, tis then T am n bie. 


E H. 
Chat Coyneſs never can alarm, 


FOOT 


Rigid Virtue will always charm . 


A Soul from looſe Deſire refin'd, = 
1 | 1 al . 
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Alfter paſſing very great Compliments on m 
Performance, the Stranger turning to him w 
ſtood by, I could even Pardon, ſays he, the youn 
Spark, we were talking of, had he been en 


„ 


Paſſion. But to run after a ſorry Creature, fro 
a Dunghill, a Country Girl in fine, the very Re- 
verſe of what I have mention'd ; to ſuffer him“ 
ſelf to be ſo far infatuated as to entangle him- 
ſelf in one troubleſome Affair after another, diſ- 
oblige his Parents, and trample on the moſt eſ-“ 
ſential Duties in Life, there can be no Excuſe. 
No Body can have à greater Compaſſion than 
N myſelf for the Sallies, of Vouth; I am ſenſible, 
were I in his Place, I ſhould run all Hazards for} 
| ſuch a lovely Creature as this; but to. . Ah! 

my Lord Mages cried Forſan interrupting him, 
what is it you ſay ! The near concern you! have 
in this Affair, makes you lay f down a Wrong 
Principle; I need not tell you that Love is blind, 
and conſequently. will fancy in its Object, all thoſe] 
Charms you have found here to be real. Fho' 
your Maxim, replied the Nobleman, be ſome- 
thing romantick, I agree it has its Weight; but 
IJ. deny chat to be the Caſe in Diſpute ; there 
are ſome Faults Prejudice itſelf cannot overlook. 
The Girl I am ſpeaking of, has not the. leafl 
Reſemblance of this young Lady: That /Wench| 
is a proud, haughty Vagabond, and as "ſhe know! 
the Power ſhe has over our Acquaintance, - has; 
engaged him hitherto in ſo many Extravagancies, 
that the good Qualities every one allow'd him 
formerly to be Maſter of, are all buried in Ob- 
livion: It's true, by this Time ſhe? is ſeverely 
| Puniſh'd,-, and muſt * ae very gear, "al 
cri . 3 
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all the Vexations ſhe has brought upon her Ad- 
mirer's Friends; but fill, the can never repair 
the Miſchief that's done, or attone for che Diſ- 
obedience of a Son to his Father. You, For/an, 
continued the Nobleman very earneſtly, was one 
of the firſt to repreſent theſe things to me in a 
proper Light, and pointed out the only Remedy 
= 5 which I ſhall ever acknowledge myſelf 
ö lige a e | FE —— cf Fo 
1 The Nobleman no ſooner began to take in; 
ig Pieces the poor Country Girl, but I found my- 
ſelf ſtruck to the Heart: Nothing contributes ſo- 
much as our own Intereſt, to make us, ſharp- 
fighted ; the exact Reſemblance between this Hi- 
 |fory, cruelly mangled as it was, and my own; 
the Reflexions made upon it; the Earneſtneſs, not 
to ſay Indignation, with which this Nobleman 
ſpoke of the Lover concern'd ; all put together, 
left me no Room to doubt of my acting the ſe- 
cond Perſonage in this notable Scene. Good 
God f faid I to myſelf quite confounded with 
the Thought, am I at laft fallen into the Hands 
of my Lover's Father! I was ready to fink with 
the Apprehenſion; but, dear Liberty, whichinow 
lay at Stake, and certainly nothing elſe could 
| have ſupported 'me, - came L Aſſiſtance, and 
0 gave me ſo much command over myſelf as to 
Y elude the Danger of being diſcover'd : Not a Soul 
in the Houſe ktiowing me, I did not diſpair of get- 
+Y ting over this Difficulty. 1517 + Ks nts Str]. 
wo As theſe: Reflexions took up ſome little Time, 
41 the old Marqueſs: imagin'd from my Silence, that 
= | the Subject of this Diſcourſe did not affect me 
* ſuffieiently to engage me in it; upon this, chang- 
1 ing the Converfation, he enquired how far I 
mah be from home, and whether 1 ſhould con- 
5 tinue my Journey the next Day: I anſwerid, 
with great Indifference, that I was accompanying. 
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Relation to a Monaſtery; this put hinr _ 
enquiring if the Monaſtery was néar Fer /aitles, 
that if ſo, he would wait on me 
thither. This gave Occaſion to his informing me, 
that he was returning from his Country Seat, 
and was obliged to ſtop at the Inn, for that his Ser- 
vants who were to meet him with freſh Horſes, 
not expecting him till the next Day, had diſap-- 
ointed King that he waited their coming, havin 
ent for them 3 he added, in a very gallant Man- 
ner, that tho” he had been highly provoked at their 
N egligence, he ſhould be obliged to pardon them, 
as it had procured him the Pleaſure of my Ae. 
quaintance, and therefore he ought not to regret 
the Loſs of Time they had occafion'd in his 
Affairs, ſince it was employ'd i in paying his. Reſpects 
to me. 1 anſwer'd to what he ſaid, in a polite 
Manner, and found, by the reft of his Diſcourſe, | 
that F was not in any Danger of being diſco- 
'verd; eneourag d by 8 1 began to think of 
pleadin own Canfe, any Opportunit e. | 
| fented Noa POLES gs : 
My earneft Defire ef introducing the Subject 
again, made me take the Advantage of the great 
Regard he fill ſhew'd me. I am apt to ima-| 
Zine, my Lord Margqueſs, faid I, withdrawing one 
of my Hands he was going to ſeize, that you 
are eaf prejudiced 3 if the young Gentleman you 
mention d, and whoſe Affair you ſeem to take 
ſo much to Heart, be as amorous as yourſelf, you 
| ought not to be ſurprisd at his falling in Love 
with a: Perſon, perhaps much more amiable than 
me. Why fo, Mademoiſelle, cried the old Mar- 
queſs, piqued at what I faid ? There is a wide Dif- 
ference between taking a liking to a Perſon, and 
falling in Love: The Engagments, ſaid I, of one 
at the Age 1 ſuppoſe the Gentleman to be, 
ber hom you are 0 concern'd, eſpecially witk a 


8 


M eee 


believe my Son will be fool enough to marry 


{ talking of all this while ! Well, Mademoiſelle, con- 
tinued the: Margue/s in ſome Confufion, tis out, 


ö 


ſhe is a Country Girl, and conſequently with all 
her Beauty, can never be ſo vain. as to pretend 


pretend ſhe is Miſtreſs of, ſhe'll lead my Son 


i Nancy on which he values himſelf. Nay then 
indeed, replied I, with an Air of great Simpli- 
| the Correſpondence between thele two Lovers : 
| You are not, ſaid he, the only one that approves 

of my Conduct in this Particular; I expect with 


have bad an Account of what has ben Ae ; 


3 Moment; beſides, her Condition being ſo 


much beneath him, I am inclin'd to think her 
| Relations, and not his, have the moſt Reaſon to 


be concern'd for the Conſequences : Indeed, re- 
plied the old Margueſs - very poſitively, I do not! 


her. How, my Lord, cried I, with a feign'd 
Air of Aſtoniſhment, is it your Son, we have been 


and I ſhall not be at the Trouble of recalling 
it 3 beſides, his Paſſion is grown ſo notorious that 
it would be in 'vain to endeavour to keep it ſe- 
cret. If that be the Caſe, replied I, you have 
ſome Reaſon to complain; tho' in Reality you 
hazard nothing in the main, ſince, as you ſay, 


to the Honour of our Alliance. I am not able, 
replied the Marzueſs, to diſcover all the Views 
ſhe may have in what ſhe does; but this you may 
depend on, if ſhe' has as: much. Senſe, as ſeveral 


many a Dance, conſidering the Honour and Con- 


City, you are certainly in the Right to break off 


reat Impatience to hear every Moment of the 
lut's being ſecured. How, ſaid I, interrupting 
him, have you that to do ſtill ? In all Probability, 
replied he, ſhe muſt be ſafe in a Monaſtery by 


this Time, where I have taken care. ſhe ſhall meet 


with a proper Reception; I was Yeſterday to 


* 


try Girl, are not, in all Probability, of any 5 
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can omit weighing with great Attention the, | 
or bad :CharaQer of the Perſon ibelov'd ; pollibly] 


hood of chis, where Experience ſhows-ys that f 


bow T come to be ſo diſappointed, I can't ima- 
| gine, unleſs our fly Baggage has deluded my Ne- 


; miſſion ; 3 but when I conſider his known Diſcre- 
tion, and the little Regard. he has for the fair 


an entire Change: Beſides, I have heard of ſo 
many of her Tricks and Exploits, that it is not 
impoſſible but ſne may have given us the Slip. 

This laſt Harangue humbled me to ſuch a 


A oth 2 . 


the Mask, and vindicating myſelf; no one can 
be ſo very inſenſible as not to be moved, when 
they hear themſelves thus torn in Pieces; with- 
out the Motives, which may be .cafily gueſsd, I 
could never have laid ſo great a Reſtraint 
myſelf; a Moment's Thought · recover d me But 
good God! Sir, you ſurpriſe me, ſaid 1, wt” giv 
me a very indifferent Opinion of your Son; 4 31 
| pate that a Perſon of this Birth,  dhiould thu 
| Abandon bimſelf to ©. forry, a Creature 25 vy 
| have deſcribed, notwithſtanding the old Proverb, 
that Love is blind. This, I conceive, may 


|goad with Reſpe& to the Body, but certainly, 


an be of no Force in Regard of the Mind; a 
dealt J don't comprehend how any Man of Sep | 


your Son, my Lord, may have diſcover'd in her 
ſomething at leaſt worthy of Eſteem. "Your Re- 
| mark, replied” he, is very juſt, and if I had not 


I ſhould have concluded, as you do, that dh 


mendable Turn of Mind; but there is no . 


* 


[Phew likewiſe... ben 1,encmſied ide the Ola] 
Sex, F think there is nothing of that Kind to bee 
fear d; tho one Moment often ſuffices. to work 


Degree, that I was on the Point of throwing, off 


been aflur'd of the vile Diſpaſitions of this Hufly,| 


violent Paſſion ſhe- created in my Son, muſt have 
been heighten'd by the Influencé of ſome com- 
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4 candemn'd. I am of your Opinion, my Lord, 


| Preſent. No, fair Lady, anſwer'd the Margueſs, 
I never ſaw her; but thoſe who are acquainted 


| 


| thorough Inſight into her Deſigns, and who has 
_ i- reaſon, from what her Family has ſuffer'd on 


Thas entangled her Admirer in ſeveral Broils, dif. 
[ | concerted his Affairs, and ſet him at Variance 


nation; his Action was addreſſed to me, but his 


n —— ate. — FW" TY 


| gue/5 looking him ſteadily in the Face, is, whether 
you have ever. ſeen your Son's Miſtreſs, I mean 


with his Father; this you muſt allow is an abo- 
minable Character, and can never be ſufficiently 


continued I, but give me leave to ask you one 
Queſtion, if this Diſcourſe is not grown tedious. 
Not in the leaſt, replied the Marqueſs, in a milder 
Tone, as many as you pleaſe; I take a ſingular 
Pleaſure in hearing you. For the better Under- 
ſtanding this notable Dialogue, it muſt be ob- 
ſerved, that every time the Marqueſs ſpoke ef 
me, under the Name of Country Girl, he expreſ- 
ſed himſelf with an Air of Contempt and Indig- 


Eyes were fix d on his Gentleman who ſtood by, 
and only anſwer'd with Nods and Shrugs, ap- 
proving of every thing his Maſter ſaid; but when- 
ever I ſpoke, the Marqueſs grew calmer, was 
agreeable and complaiſant ; For/ar continuing his 
dumb Show, and dividing his filent Approbations 


Aid fin know; faid'T-' to the Be 


the Country Girl we have been talking of; I 
ſpecify her, becauſe he may have ſeveral; a thing 
not unuſual, they ſay, with young Noblemen at 


with her, have drawn her Picture to the Life for 
me; particularly a certain Perſon, Daughter to 
the Lord of her Village, who has given me a; 


the Girl's Account, bitterly to regret the chari- 
table Protection that was there granted her: what 


1 tell you, continued the Marqueſs, growing] 


____peeviſh 


„ 


given of her, how do you know but they may 
have very cogent Motives for impoſing on you? 


Have a Care, my Lord, I cried interrupting him 


peeviſh with the Remembrance of what had hap- 
pen'd, are Facts, and of that Conſequence too, 
as had like to have coſt me my Son. How, 


my Lord! cried. I, equally ſharing the bitter Re- 


membrance, theſe are Matters of Moment indeed, 
and prove ſhe is highly to blame, as to what 
has happen'd ; for as to the Character they have 


No, not the leaſt, anſwer'd the Margueſs ; tis true 
your Objection would be of ſome Force, where 
there is a Rival, or one of equal Rank, but... 


in my Turn; Love, who is at the Bottom of 


that has thus prejudiced you againſt the | Country, 
Laſs, perhaps is young, your Son is doubtleſs a 
very amiable Perſon, where would be the Won- 
der, if ſhe really has an Affection for him? per- 

haps, not being able to bear a Rival, ſo much 
her Inferior, - ſhe has taken this Opportunity of 


deſirous of ſecuring | to herſelf. I have heard of 
ſuch Adventures before, and why may not this 


Marqueſs, we muſt believe in Romances, - where 
e find many ſuch ridiculous Inſtances; more apt 


ill pretend; but, put the Caſe it were really. 
you ſay, theſe Effects would never have fol 
ow'd, all the World will tell you the ſame; 


nd though they were all of your Opinion, and 


ain, for I never act but upon ſure Grounds. 
This was utter'd with ſo much Sowerneſs, that 


Mother e but he. was too vehement, and 


— 


be of the ſame Nature? So then, replied the 


would endeavour to convince me, it would be in 


heartily repented my having occaſiond the 
Diſcourſe; I endeavour'd artfully to hone, 


all this Affair, is a great Leveller; the Lady. 3 


puniſhing her, for pretending to a Heart ſhe is 


| 


to corrupt the Mind, | than inform it, as ſome | 


I 
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ſenſible already, continued the Margueſs very a- 
Lord, cried J interrupting. him, hurried on by 


after ſpeaking your Mind ſo freely in my Re- 
| joard? Is it poſſible, that knowing me ſo well, 


too much bent upon the Subject: Had my Son 
indeed, continued he, fallen in Love with a Per- 
ſon of equal Merit with yourſelf, J would not 
have interfer' d as a Father, I might have re- 
flected on the Conſequences of ſuch an Engage- 
ment, but I could not have condemn'd his Paſ. 
ſion, being very ſenſible; that there are ſome Ob- 
jects morally impoſſible to be reſiſted. I myſelf, | 
notwithſtanding my Age, cannot anſwer how far | 
I might be carried by thoſe Charms of yours, were 
I much longer expos'd to them; I am even 


moroully, - that I have gazed on you too long 
for my own Happineſs, and- that. . . Alas! my 
my Reſentment, and without conſidering what 1 
was going to fay : how can. you thus addreſs me, 


| 
| 
jand having this very Moment given me ſuch 


jconvincing Proofs of your Indignation? ———— 
Here 1 ftop'd ſhort perceiving too late my In- 


diſcretion; I would have given the World, to 


ave had it in my Power to recall my Words. 
The Margue/s aſtoniſh'd at what I ſaid, ſtared 
upon ' For Jan, then turning towards me, he eyed 


egard. What did you intend to ſay, Made- 


ie” from Head to Foot: notwithſtanding, happily | 
r me, he had not the leaſt Suſpicion in my 


ake, - or might you have taken amiſs It 
can't be! I look d upon you as a Lady defer- 
ing Reſpect, and ſtill I think, I am not mi- 
taken. 5 
Theſe Queſtions pfeſud me too hard, not to 
ndeavout to evade them; I would fain have 
ken up another Subject, but ſoon found I had 


iſelle, what Proofs do you mean? Could 1 mi. 


ne to deal with, whole long © Experience would 
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: not ſuffer him to be eaſily put upon a wrong Scent 
vour to make your Eſcape from me thus ! Some- 


yourſelf, let me beg; in what is it I have unde- 
ſignedly affronted you? I ſhould be cruelly af- 
flicted, if I have been ſo unfortunate, it being 
very far from my Intention: I'll ſay more, I 


Behalf : Speak, thou pretty Creature, continued} 
he, ſeeing the Confuſton 1 was in. I would fain 


, 


In the Name of Goodneſs, Mademoiſelle, conti- 
nued he, taking me by the Hand, don't endea- 


thing, that concerns you very nearly, occaſion'd 
thoſe Reproaches you utter'd againſt me ; explain 


feel I know not what, that - intereſts me in your 


have ſet Matters to Rights by giving a different 
Turn to my Expreſſions ; but it was done with ſo 
little Appearance” of Truth, that he eaſily ſaw) 
thro? the Contrivance. Ah !: cried he, you dif- 
ſemble with me: Here is ſome Myſtery, I am 
convinced; beſides, now I recollect, you expreſs d 


yourſelf with great Earneſtneſs concerning my Son; 


perhaps you know him; you may know me too; 
you bluſh! Ah! Fornſan, continued the Margue/s, | 


turning to him, I ſuſpect there is ſomething of 


ſo much Conſequence in the Trouble this young 
Lady betrays, and what ſhe has ſaid, that I am 
reſolv'd not to ſtir: from hence, till I 


| 


up the Buſineſſe. A 
X repreſented to myſelf, in ſuch lively Colours, 
the Danger I ran if diſcover'd by an incenſed 


Parent, who had ſo openly declar'd himſelf my 


ö 


Words terrified me ſo cruelly, that I fainted a- 
ay. I was inform'd afterwards that the Mar- 
ueſs took abundance of Pains to bring me to 
yſelf: He called for Aſſiſtance, and whilſt they 


ere buſied in aſſiſting me, enquir'd of every one | 
ho I was, but not a Soul- knew me; I ſoon; 
| | —D————.D—.D. LDL 
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have clear'd 


implacable Enemy, that I was ready to ſink when | 
he enquir'd whether I knew his Son ; but his laſt 
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came to. mylelf ; but. finding I. was the Subject of. 
the Diſcourſe, I pretended to be ſtill in a Swoon, 


the better to diſcover. the Margue/s's | Sentiments, | - 


nd to avoid any farther Queſtions, which would 


ſinfallibly entangle me in new Difficulties ; I was in 


lopes of ſucceeding, as that Nobleman's Servants, 
vere expected every Moment, and he had declared 
e was obliged to be at Court that Night, 
During my pretended Swoon, I heard the Mar- 

ue /n enquire who I was, of every one preſent ; he 
alled for the Landlord, ask'd him whence I came, 
ho brought me thither, where the Perſon was I 
ad mentioned as my Relation ; but all the Mar- 
eſs could get out of him, only ſerved to en- 
reaſe his Perplexity : The Landlord told him, that 
to the Pilgrim, I had never ſeen her before 


e preceding Day; that an Officer, whom they 


id not know, had brought me thither, and that 
f any one could give a farther Information it 
uſt be the Poſtilion; that they had obſerved a 
iſpute I had with a Valet de Chambre belonging 


{to the Gentleman who came with me, but that 


being ſoon over, they could gather nothing from 
t. The Marqueſs immediately ſent for the Po- 
ilion, and I gave myſelf over for loſt,” trem- 
bling every Joint; I blamed myſelf for not fol- 
lowing St. 44/'s Advice. doit ad3: <0. 
The Poſtilion, whom the Margue/s expected 


with great Impatience, was not long in coming; 


ut how agreeably was 1 ſurpriſed, when he de- 
'Flared he knew. nothing of the Gentleman, nor 
ad ever heard his Name mention'd,, being only 


ured for this Journey ! Well, cried the Marqueſs; | 


his is ſurpriſing, and certainly there muſt be 
ome Myſtery in it. What think you, For ſor ? 
Don't you wonder at ſo many Precautions em- 
loyd to prevent any Diſcovery? || +4 
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The Inftant he utter'd this, a Servant came te 
acquaint the Margue/s that his Equipage was 
r let us go then, ſaid he, ſince I can geit 
no farther Information, and am obliged to be at 


Verſailles before Midnight, I muſt loſe no more 
time; but all this Juggle ſhall not avail, I 


am not to be foil'd in this Manner, having a 
infallible Means of coming to the Bottom of this 
Affair. Upon this, he whiſper'd For/an, the 
coming up to me felt my Pulſe ; he was of Opi 
nion that I flept, and would do well; upon leav 


ing the Room, he charged the Landlady to b 
| very careful of me, aſſuring her I was a Per 


fon of - Quality, as he very well knew, which 


| ought to ſuffice ; that in caſe I ſhould groy 


worſe, they muſt diſpatch an Expreſs to Ver 


| ſailles, naming an Hote! which I have forgot 


and he would order a Coach and a Phyſician tof . 
attend me, if it ſhould be requifite ; ſaying this 


i he went away. I no ſooner. heard the Coach 
drive off, but I 


to breathe again, and im- 
| mediately reſolved, for this Bout, not to ſlip the 
firſt favourable Moment for making my Eſcape, 
When Danger preſſes, one eaſily decides what tc 

' Whilſt the Landlady remain'd in my Cham 


ber, I confider'd with myſelf what could be the 
Marque is Motive for telling her I was a Wome 
of Quality; Can I be ſo happy, ſaid I to myſelf; 


as to be miſtaken for another by him? Thi 
Point will be clear'd up in the Sequel of theſe 
Memoirs. But to return. eee 
After waiting a ſufficient time, that I might be a 
ſured of the Marque/ſs's Departue, I pretended to com 
to myſelf, and by Degrees to be perfectly recover'd 
| I feign'd an Inclination to Reſt, in order to be lef 
alone, that I might immediately provide for m 
Security, againſt the Danger into which I was 
| now plunged. | | 
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I went up to Lindanine s Apartment; ſhe was 
ts for me with great Impatience : the Noife 


occaſion'd by the Marque ſis Enquiries in regard of 


me, had reach'd her, and made her apprehend leſt 
his Arrival might prove a freſh Obſtacle to the De- 


ſign we had in hand; but ſhe took heart on my ac- 
quainting her with his Departure. She told me, 
that her Meaſures were fo well taken, that ſhe had 


not the leaſt Reaſon to doubt the Succeſs, particu- 
larly as Belliſay, of whom ſhe ſtood moſt in dread, 
was ſo well ſatisfied by her aſſuring him, ſhe had 


| antral forgot what was paſſed, that there was no- 
thing to be apprehended on that Side. 


„ 


All that any ways regarded our Jenny Was 


agreed on, and the Hour fix d; the Diſpoſition 
ſeem'd ſo well contrived, that J flatter'd myſelf 
we could not be diſappointed. But how —— 


is human Prudence! Lindamine's ill Stars were 


wearied with perſecuting, and now. conduRed her to 


a Port of Safety: but I only began to feel the Ma- 


lignancy of mine. I had been told, that before I 


could be happy, I muſt undergo all the Trials that 
; can poſſibly be made of a young Woman's Vire 


rue. 

Night had now ftretched her ſable Mantle over 
our Side of the Globe, and wrapp'd the Face of 
Things in Obſcurity ; not the leaſt Noiſe was heatd 


in the Houſe, where all were aſleep except Linda- 
{ mine and myſelf, who waited for her Steward's call- 
ing upon us. Exactly at the Time appointed he 


came to acquaint us every thing was ready, and 
conducted us down Stairs, which he did without 


any Light to prevent Accidents. The Reckoning 


had been diſcharged that Evening, in Preſence of 


| the Hoſtler, who was order'd to open the Gates at 
the Time appointed; a Precaution Which very} 


| much facilitated our eee, + 
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| ther Arms, at laſt, my Dear, ſaid ſhe, we are fa- 
| [tisfied for once; I hope by Day- break we ſhall be 

in a Place of Safety. Pray God we may, I re- 
plied ; but I tremble, without knowing the Rea- 


_ 


built, excludes Improbabilities; and this Rule muſt 
be ſo ſtrictly obſerved, as often to omit real Events, 


F 5 
Lindamine's Steward, who rode by the Chaiſe 


{any Account of the Commiſſions he had executed; 


Pleaſure was it to hear him ſay, that as to Saint 


When we were got into the Gras 8 


lity of Comptroller upwards of twenty Vears; the 


of the Village, after a mutual Recommendation of 
lves to Providence, Lindamine, taking me in 


ſon. *Tis the Stillneſs of a dark Night, replied the 


this, though my Experience was not ſhort of hers 
in that Particular; for, whatever Affection I 
might have for Lindamine, I was reſery'd as to 


the ſecret Hiſtory of my Life : Such haſty Conſi- 


there is a Neceſſity of making things hang to- 
gether, and introducing as many Speakers, good, 
bad and indifferent, as poſſible, to ſwell the Work ; 
but Truth, on which all Memoirs ought to be 


if they deviate too far from the uſual Courſe of 


fide, had not as yet, for want of Time, given her 
he took this Opportunity of doing it. What a 


Agness Letters, of which his Miſtreſs had given 

him ſo great Charge, they would be ſafely d 
liver'd into Melicourt's own Hand ! For the Steward 
had very luckily called to mind a Relation of his, 
who ſerved that young Gentleman's Father in Qua- 


Steward aſſured us, that he ſhould very ſhortly 
laue an Anſwer from his Kinſman, to whom he 
i SE, =... 


Pilgrim, which frightens you. Good God! - con- | 
tinued ſhe, what would you do if alone in a Wood, 
as I have often been? I made her no Anſwer to 1 - 


my own Affairs, and had not as yet let her into 


dences may ſuit Romances well enough, where 
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means the Anſwer would come to hand? He re- 


| | yourſelf eaſy, Madam, I beg of you, replied her 


not want Courage. As to the Perſon you mention, 
he certainly has no right to controul you, and at 


had: given in Charge the Delivery of- the D 
I ask'd him with great Precipitation, by what 


plied, that not being able at the Time of Writing, 
to gueſs where he might poſſibly then be, he had 
deſired his Relation to direct for him at the Mo- 
naſtery I had mention'd, imagining, by What his 
Miſtreſs faid, he -ſhould be in that Neighbour- 


my Minette will have Tidings very ſhortly of her 
| Beloved ! She will be overcome with Joy, in which 
too I ſhall ſhare with her! The Pilgrim was 
| ſtruck with Admiration at this overflowing of good 


thence our Diſcourſe turn'd upon the new Kind of 
Life we were going to embrace. _ 

We had gone about four Miles, the Poſtilion 
was reſting his Horſes after getting up a pretty 


of the Night the Trampling of Horſes Feet: 
This threw us into a Conſternation. I am un- 


Miftruſt has made him ſuſpect what I have done, 
and upon this he is come in perſuit of me. Good 
{ God! what ſhall I do, if it proves ſo ? Make 


1 


Steward; you know I have carried Arms, and do 


the worſt, if he ſhould perſiſt in following you, 
can only learn the Place where you have choſe 
to xetire; I think this is all you need appre- 
hend; but if you have no Mind even to be troubled 
with him, I can eaſily prevent it. But I am 
af, replied Lindamine after pauſing a little, leſt 
in bis Violence he may do you a Miſchief. Do 


Reep Hill, when we heard through the Stillnefs 


hood. I was charm'd with the Man's Contrivance: 
In my Tranſport I could not forbear crying out, 


Nature; ſhe commended it very politely, and from 


done, cried out Lindamine; you will find Belli ſay's 


r rr 
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not be afraid, wa replied the Steward; I hay 
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ployed in gaining Victories over herfelf, r ' 
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5 Pair of =S Piſtols, |.the Sight of which with 


tice to keep him in Awe. This was utter'd 
with ſo much reſolution, that Lindamine ſeemed} 
ſomething encouraged ; ſhe embraced me. very 

cloſe, her little Heart beating very quick, - anc 
doubtleſs feeling a ſevere Struggle, from the Trial 
ſhe apprehended, her Virtue muſt undergo. It 
effect, it cannot be denied, but a. young Woman 
is very wretched, when a Part of her Life is em- 


the Bent of her AﬀeRions. + 

In the mean time the Noiſe of 4 Hotſes i in- 
creas'd, and notwithſtanding that of the Chaiſe, 
now in Motion, we could hear them gain upon 
us every Moment; we even imagin'd that we diſs 
cern'd a ſmall glimmering Light on the Road. 


So 


Here I began to be alarm'd in my turn. Hea- 


vens! cried I, perhaps their Deſign is on me! 
The Light encreaſing ſeem'd to be Torches 3: 2 
reminded me of what the old Margueſs ſaid at 

ing away, that he had infallible ms of com 
ing to the Bottom of the Affair; the Reflexion 


terrified me ſo much, that 1 did not dare exa 
mine any , farther. Lindamine, whoſe Courage 
[ſurpaſſed mine, looked out, and called to he 


Steward, who had ſtopp'd to view the Subject off 
our Alarm. Ah! my dear Girl, cried ſhe ſitting 
down again, I do not know which of us is per- 
ſued; but there are three Men with Torches coming 
full Speed after us. Are they 4 great way off? re- 
plied I. About two hundred Yards, anſwer'd the 
Steward coming up to us. For God's Sake, fſaic 
J, order the Chaiſe to ſtop, I am convinced they 
come after me: As I have the moſt important] 
Reaſons not to be diſcover'd, I beg to alight:| 
Yonder Hedge will conceal me till they are pe 1 
Lindamine and her Steward endeavour'd to difſuade} 
me en it; but the terrible amen 
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1 ATE g again into the old Marqueſi's Hands, made 


Steward was obliged to alight and affſt us; 1 


land ſurrounding the Chaiſe. By the Light of 
the Torches, diſcover'd the Count de Saint| 


| - Oy 
| [poſed to reproach. me; but he was ſo much out 


| he could not utter a Syllable ; his Valet de Cham- 


Moment I any ways hinder her Deſigns, it is 


{ haviour, and the Cemplaiſance he ſhow'd, after I 
had put ſuch a Trick upon the Confidence he re- 


. 
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me perſiſt in my Deſign, and obliged them to 
comply with what I deſir'd; but, the greater 
Haſte, the worſt Speed. Neither Lindamine nor 
1 could poſſibly get the Chaiſe open, fo that the 


was getting down, but the Loſs of ſo much 


time gave the Horſemen, I endeavour'd to 


avoid, an Opportunity of coming up with us 


Tal; he was as pale as Death, preſenting his 
Hand to me, and endeavouring to 2 IL ſup- 


—_ 


of Breath with hard Riding, or rather, as I un- 
derſtood afterwards, ſo overjoy'd to find me, that 


bre, the ſame whom I had ſo genteely trick'd, 
ſupplied his Deficiency. ' Really, Mademoi/elle, ſaid 


ill return to my Maſter's Civilities; were I in his 
Place . . . Hold your 'Tongue, cried the Court, 
in a Tone that ſhow'd he would be obey'd; the 
young Lady is her own Miſtreſs, and if at this 


what her Intereſt abſolutely requires. Saying 
this, he approach'd me, and made a thouſand 
Exeuſes for his interrupting my Journey; adding, 


that he would lay down ſuch Reaſons for what 
he did, that I could not but approve of his Con- 


duct. I was ſo agreeably ſurpris'd with his Be- 


poſed in me, that J had not a Word to ſay. 
8 St. Fal, after giving me time to recover, ad- 


liteſt Manner; and far from reproaching her, as 
ano 


— 


and e Add. 
* : * 


he with a taunting Kind of Air, you make a very 


drefled himſelf to Lindamine and me in the po- 


might have done, for ſpiriting me away, 


5 
4 


— 


Hearing that our Expedition - terminated in a Mona | 
ſtery, he return d her Thanks for the Civilities 
thown me, and extoll'd our Diſcretion, as he call 
it; adding, that in order to make her ſome Amends 
for depriving her of ſuch an agreeable Companion, 
he would wait on her himſelf with an Account © 
me, as ſoon as I was conveniently ſettled. 
During this Converſation, a Servant came a 
| acquainted the Count that his Chaiſe was comi 
up; upon this he told me, that computing from th 
time I had left the Village, as he was inform'd 
on his Arrival there, he gueſſed he: ſhould over 
take me, and therefore order'd his Chaiſe. to fol 
low him; a Precautien he. was ovezjoy'd to hav 
1 taken, as it prevented any Interruption in Linda 
ines Journey; I found by the Sequel of hi 
Diſcourſe, that it was owing to his Fate de Cham 
FEY coming to Verſailles, and what they to 


him at the "Village, that Bis. Miſtruſt gave him 1 


much Uneaſineſs, as obliged _— ke Volk Horſe: 
in perſuit of me. 


By this. time the Chaiſe had. join'd us 3 St. 2 


AS n 


Liadamine with great Tenderneſs before J left here 
and promiſed ſhe ſhould frequently hear from me. 
When I had taken my Place, the Count was very 
diligent in employing all poſſible Precautions that 

- {could contribute to make my Journey agreeable; Te 

prevent my catching Cold, he wrap'd me in a'Clokeg 
and oblig'd me to cover my Feet; in fine, he di 
{every obliging thing, good Manners could ſuggeſt, 
and then order'd the Chaiſe to drive on. I could} 
not forbear admiring his Sweetneſs of 'Temper 
and found him truly worthy, of Eſteem on ſo many 
Accounts, that I — wh regretted. my having 
given him any Uneaſineſs. BO 
Il began to think the beſt Excuſe 1 could malte 
St. Tal for my Flight, was to acquaint him with my 
| 5 Adventure 5 
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preſented his Hand to help me in; I embraced 2 
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Adventure in meeting with the old Marqueſs, and 
my Dread of falling into his Hands; the Pretext 
was ſo natural, that I did not in the leaſt doubt of 
its Succeſs. The Count ſeem'd much diſturbed at 
ſuch an unforeſeen Accident; he made me repeat 
_ + every Syllable his Uncle had utter d; he very hu- 
manely put himſelf in my Place, and agreed, per- 
| haps thro' Complaiſance, that I was perfectly 
right in making my Eſcape ; whatever Vexation, 
ſaid he, your Flight occaſion'd, or Trouble this un- 
ſerxpected Return of my Uncle throws me into, I a 
overjoy'd in knowing from your own Mouth, tha 
our Departure was not owing to any Averſion 
I apprehended you might have taken to me. 
If you knew, lovely Ferny, continued he, how 
much I ſuffer'd, when I did not find you at th 
Village, you would certainly be moved; I con 
cluded that I had been ſo unfortanate as is low 


» 
2 
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. 


4already, cried I, overcome with his polite Beha 
viour, his nice Turn of Sentiments, and that they 
aim'd at nothing farther than my Friendſhip 
Vour Merit, continued I, abundantly deſerves tha 
I. ſhould think myſelf happy in ſuch a worthy 
Friend; neither is this the firſt time, that I have 
valued myſelf on the Reſpect and Civilities receiv* 
flat your Hands. Heavens! cried St. Fal, interrupt 
ing me, who could behave otherwiſe to ſo charm 
+ ing a Creature? Nay more, I am fo intirely de 
f voted to you, my Heart is ſo far prepoſſeſſed in you 
* Behalf, I love you with that Delicacy (this ſu 
will give no Offence) that I am reſolv'd to ſerve 
| you even againſt my own Intereſt : No more Miſ 
t truſt therefore, lovely Fenny, no longer look upon. 
me as a Tyrant, obſtructing your ſecret Inclinations 
© cad | 5 promiſe}. ED 
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all I ask in return for an Eſteem, call it Love, fo 
diſintereſted, is, that you will never forbid me your 
Company. Unruly Paſſions are Strangers to my 
Breaſt; it knows no Deſire, but that of ſeeing and 
admiring you; ſhould it ever exceed thoſe Bounds, 
the Delicacy, and much more the Virtue, I profeſs: 
to cultivate, will always check any ſuch Attempts, 
and prevent them giving you the leaſt Diſturbance. 


ſhip, and fo rarely feen in this Age, moved me 
exceedingly, and were an{wer'd with a becoming 
Sincerity. From thence we fell upon the Subject 
of my Lover's Father. I mform'd St. Fal, that I 
very much apprehended, left, ſuſpicious as he ap- 
pear'd to be, he ſhould have me watch'd ſo narrow- 


 |Make yourſelf eaſy, dear Miſs, replied St. Fal, 


quiries, for you will paſs for an Officer's Widow 
that is come to ſollicit ſome Favour at Court; the 
Houſe, where you are to lodge, is already acquaint- 
ed with. that Particular; a Waiting-Woman and a 


as they will only. know you under the Name 
the Counteſs des Roches, which I have invented for 
ou, they cannot any ways diſturb our Project 
y their Tittle-tattle. The Pretence I have in- 
vented; for your coming to Verſailles, will ſuffi - 
ciently ſcreen you from the Eyes of the Curious; 
no Place can be properer than the Court, for Con- 
cealment, where every one is taken up with their 
own Concerns: Strangers paſs there for what they 
pleaſe, no- body troubling themſelves to examine 


f 


Such formal Aſſurances of ſo generous a Friend- | 


ly, eſpecially finding his Orders neglected, that at} _ 
laſt he would find me out, wherever I ſhould retire} + 


I promiſe, I even vow, notwithſtanding the ardent} 
Affection I have for you, that I will ever pro- 
mote your Happineſs, as far as lies in my Power; 


ä 


you will be much ſafer at Verſailles than elſewhere; 
the Precautions I have taken will elude all En- 


Cook Maid will make up your little Family; and} 
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Fato chk Affairs. I — known ſeveral that have 


ftabliſh'd themſelves there under a travelling 


itle, and their Children have ſucceeded to it, as 


well as to their Subſtance; Silence and a long 
Poſſeſſion are the Proofs of their aſſumed Nobility. 
\s to Ladies in particular, their Affairs not being 
pf any great Conſequence, they are ſeldom moleſted, 
nleſs it be with too much Complaiſance, where 


heir Merit is conſpicuous, but never on account | 


of their Quality: Does not every one know, they 
may aſſume what Rank they pleaſe ? 
All this, Sir, replied I, is very well; I. am fa- 
isfied, I ſhall not Ih diſturb'd on this Head, and 
that under the N ame, you have invented, I ſhall 


| fruſtrate the moſt curious Scrutinies that may poſ- 
bly be made after me: But, pray, how ſhall I 


nd wherewithal to ſupport .my Condition ? For, 
I take it, empty Titles are as thin Diet at Court 
elſewhere; I have not one Farthing of Income, nor 


the leaſt Expectancy of that Kind. You are ſuffi-| 


ciently inform'd, that a capricious Turn of Fortune 
has raiſed me from my original Condition, and 
left. me in a very precarious Situation, without 


ae leaſt Means of ſubſiſting. But I muſt aflure | 
you, Sir, continued I, rather than make a Figure | 
it the Expence of what I think honourable, I 


ould return a thouſand Times to the Wretched- 
neſs of my Birth ; taking therefore this for granted, 
as I beg you will, I cannot fee .-. . I ſhould not 
have given you time to form theſe Reflexions, ſaid 
St. Fal interrupting me, had I not taken à ſingu- 
lar Pleaſure in hearing you. Ah! lovely Jenny, 


Providence has allotted it, gives no Grounds to 
value ourſelves upon; he that ſhould arrogate _ 
Ag to himſelf on may Score, would be ju => 
E Rene. 
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how noble are theſe Sentiments! What a Veil do 
they throw over the Obſcurity of your Extrac- | 
tion! Birth is the Effect of Chance, and, where 


© * 


* 


2 


T295) 


{adorn himſelf with the Duſt of his Anceſtors. } 


the World; every thing will ſmile upon you, your 


inſignificant, ſince he has recourſe to what paſſed |} 
in the World before he made his Appearance in 
it. He might, in that Caſe, be juſtly ſaid to 


But, to cut the Matter ſhort ; if you were not 
born in an elevated Rank, your Merit highly de- | 


Senſe and Diſcretion, you will certainly ſucceed in 


Family will be maintained, and you . . . But, 
ſaid I, interrupting him a ſecond Time, how? 


Mademoiſelle, cried St. Fal very ſmartly, it's no 
matter; you ſhall, find by Experience that I am 
not building Caſtles in the Air. Alas!. Sir, re- 
plied I with ſome Emotion, J am ſatisfied as to 
that Particular; I dare ſay you will order every 


World but myſelf, from whence my Subſiſtence 
comes; but ftill, I can never prevail on myſelf 


prehend what the World will ſay ? What have } 


ou? No certainly; nor have you any - Deſign of 


aking Acquaintances. 'This being granted, wha 

hinder you from living retired, and cultivating | 
our Talents, till you are ſettled in the World? 
he Publick will regard no more of your Con- 


1 


t accordingly, and without entring . . . But 1 


: 


motion; there is no palliating the Matter; I am 


mo:/elle, continued St. Fal very impatiently,” 
ou will be kept, fince you muſt abſolutely uſe that 

preſſion ; where is the Harm? After all, the 
a , . ; * : d ing 


reproached, that his acquir'd Merit muſt be very | 


ſerves it on many Accounts; with ſo much good 


For you can never make me believe. Why, 


Thing ſo well, that it will be a Secret to all tha 
to accept of it. And why not? replied St. Fal 
very eagerly ; can you be ſo miſtaken, as to ap- 


you to do with other People? Will any one know |_ 


all be kept, cried I, interrupting him with great 


ot to learn what that Word means. Well ther, 
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| Meaning of Words varies. according to the Uſe to 


the Extremity to which I was reduced, and the 
Approach of Want, could ſcarce excuſe fo dange- 


which crowns the Work, and make us triumph 
: } Theſe Reflexions brought me to Yer/ailles ; it 
full upon the Palace, and yielded the fineſt Sight 


my Eyes ever beheld ; my Tranſport, occaſioned 
'  }by ſuch Grandeur and Magnificence, was ſo great, 


which Men apply them ; there is daily Inſtances 
of Vice being kept by them, why ſhould there not 


Relief? 8 : ; 
It was thus the Count endeavour'd to remove 
thoſe Scruples, which a virtuous Diſpoſition raiſed 
in my Mind; but all his Wit and Experience in the 
World, both of which he poſſeſſed in a ſovereign | 
Degree, could not convince me on this Occafion ; 


rous'a Step; in Reality, I onght to have ſubmit- 
ted to the Orders he was to put in Execution, 
rather than thus expoſe my Innocence. A young 
Woman can never be too much upon her Guard 


againſt herſelf ; a Word, a Trifle oftentimes effects 
her Overthrow. Real Virtue is always attended 
with Diffidence and Humility ; its conſtant Leſſon 
15 to fear ourſelves; it is this happy Diffidence 
over the fierceſt Aſſaults of Vice. 


was now Eight in the Morning, the Sun ſhone 


that I even forgot myſelf. St. Fal, not imagining 
what it was which thus engroſſed my Thoughts, 
and who was always apprehenſive of giving me the 
lleaſt Uneaſineſs, or. fearing, perhaps, that I might 


8 


interrupt me in the Contemplation of ſo delightful 
. * : | ; 2 


ive myſelf up to Reflexions ariſing from our 
receding Diſcourſe, asked me, with ſome Con- 
ern, what made me fo ſilent. We were then at 
e End of the great Alley, and going to turn off 
the Left. Good God ! cried I very impatient- 
ly, do not diſturb me; you are very barbarous to 


be one, from whom Virtue may find the ſame | 
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than the Attention you beſtow on the Beauties of 


neſtly fix d on the Palace, that the Count eaſily 


gueſſed at the Occaſion of my Silence, and the 


Earneſtneſs I had betray'd. I ask your Pardon, 
fair Lady, ſaid he; but I muſt tell you, nothing 
can be a greater Proof of your exquiſite Taſte, 


that Place. Upon this, he order'd the Poſtillion 
to ſtop ; I run over with my Eye that charming 


lowing him time to anſwer one half of them. 

When I had recover'd myſelf a little from the 
Admiration ſo many fine Obje&s excited, I asked 
St. Fal very gravely, if that was the Place I was 
to lodge at? He could not forbear ſimiling at 


Employments placed them near the King's per- 
ſon, of which he gave me a kind of Detail, that 


* 


bre of our Arrival, waited for me at the Door; ſhe 


| God ! ſaid ſhe, turning to the Count, after embra- 


Count ſeeing the Confuſion I was in, turned the 


Proſpect, asking a thouſand Queſtions, without al- 


ſuch a Queſtion, whilſt he acquainted me, that 
it was inhabited only by ſuch whoſe Rank or 


a View: When I ſaid this my Eyes were fo . | 


| laſted till we reach'd the Orangerie Street, where 
the Chaiſe ſet us down. „ „ 
A Woman of about five and twenty, Miſtreſs off 
the Houſe where I was to lodge, having been 
acquainted by Monfieur de St. Fals Valet de-Cham-\ © 


received me in a mighty obliging Manner: Goο = 


b 


Cing me, how young this Lady muſt have been mar- 
ried! She is an Infant, exceeding handſome ; it's a 
crying Shame ' ſhe ſhould be a Widow at theſe 
| Years! This Harangue put me to the Bluſh. The 


| 


| . 


Diſcourſe, and preſenting his Hand, led me up a 
very handſome Stair-caſe to my Apartment; the! 
Reflexion of the Sun from the Glaſſes. and Gild- 3 
| ing with which it was adorn'd, caſt a prodigious 
Luſtre. I muſt own, I felt a Satisfaction ariſe in 
| my Breaſt ; fond as I had always been of Finery, | 
VV  Dd3 „ + NE 


F 
ifuch Lodgings and Furniture could not fail of af“ 
fording me a fingular Pleaſure. It did not eſcape 
the Count, who, as he has fince told me, often 
| pleaſed himſelf with the Thoughts of having ſuc- 
ceeded in his Endeavours to ſtrike my Imagina- 
tion at the firſt Entrance, knowing very well that 
nothing diverts Melancholy more, than the 
Gaiety of thoſe Objects which ſurround us. He was 
{certainly in the Right; outward Show is always 
| bewitching, and the gaudy Appearance of Thing! 
{more or leſs carries the greateſt Weight, eſpe 
|cially with Women ; which clearly proves 
{ſmall Share of Solidity, not excepting myſelf, 
{notwithſtanding our Vanity -in priding ourſelves 
upon what they term Sertiments, the Paræ de of 
{which is now ſo much in Vogue, that the Cinder- 
Wench: will not yield to a Ducheſs, in what is 
{called Manner of Thinkiug. This Folly of an 
affected Heroiſm may have its Application, as well 
las that of Luxury. Luxury is ſaid to be a Mark 
of concealed Poverty: May one not venture to 
flap, that Sentiments, for which ſome, with ſo much 
= ' !Oftentation, often value themſelves, are a ſpecious 
| Cover, by which they endeavour to dazzle the 
Eyes of the World, and cover their own Weak- 
When I was put into Poſſeſſion of my Apart- 
ment, St. Tal deſir d I would employ the good 
Senſe, he knew me Miſtreſs of, to amuſe myſelf 
in his Abſence, giving me to underſtand that he 
was obliged to paſs the reſt of the Day with 
the old Marqueſs, for whom he muſt invent ſome 
Story concerning me, deſigning, in order to ex- 
cuſe himſelf, to pretend I had made my Eſcape from 
him. I could not forbear trembling at what he 
ſaid. For Heaven's Sake, Sir, ſaid I, take care 
| {how you behave on this nice Point; your Uncle 
ſeem'd to me a Perſon of ſo much Diſtruſt and 
| | Penetration, 
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When he was gone the Chamber-Maid, wh 
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tainty I have of the Pleaſure ſuch an Interview 
will create in you; theſe are uneaſineſſes much 


{ing my Uncle with your Eſcape. I eaſily un- 


a ſufficient - Security againſt any Attacks off 


Penetration, that I am very apprehenſive, left, | 
after laying together the Rencounter he had in the} 
Village, and your Account of my Eſcape, he 
does not employ ſuch ſure Methods of finding 


out the Truth, as will infIlibly diſcover where“ 
I am: If that ſhould happen, you know I am 


entirely ruin'd. I have already told you, Mage-| 
moiſelle, replied St. Fal, that you have nothing to 
fear on your Side; it is on me the Margueſs's 
Diſpleaſure will light. And is not that of ſufficient} 
Conſequence, cried 1? I ſhould be very forry you 
underwent any Uneaſineſs on my Account. Good 
God ! Mademoiſelle, replied St. Fal, as he was re- 
tiring, that is the leaſt of my Care; my Couſin" 
Return, for his Father will certainly fend for him 
upon hearing your Evaſion ; the Notion I hav: 
that ſooner or later he will ſee you; the Cer- 


more real, than any I apprehend from acquaint} -- 


derſtood the Meaning of all this; but as 1 had}, 


td 


no Mind to enter on ſuch a Subject, 1 let kim 852 T | 5 


without returning any Anſwer. 


had been hired to wait on me, came up; ſn 4 
ſeemed towards Fifty, with an eafy inſinuating 
Air; her Name was Brochan, and the Landlady] 4 
of the Houſe gave her an extraordinary Charac- 
ter; ſhe had lately left a Ducheſs's Service, by} 
reaſon, as ſhe inform'd me herſelf, of a violent 
Paſſion the Secretary had for her, and which 
might poſſibly have endanger'd her Innocence. 
I could not forbear ſmiling to myſelf, at this 
Acknowledgment. Her Age and plain Face was 


that Nature; I ſoon diſcovered her Foible to be| 
a fooliſh Belief, that ſhe inſpired Love into . 
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the Men who looked at her, which ſhe imagi 


could not be with Indifference; to this Conceit 


{ſhe added another Notion, equally ridiculous, that 
ſhe was nobly born; it's true, ſhe could not be 
ignorant that every one knew her to be a Cook's 


Daughter; but her Folly, or rather Vanity, pre-“ 
vented this Objection, by aſſuring you very gravely, 

| [that ſhe had been changed at Nurſe. 

Madame de Geneval (for that was my Landlady's} . 


Name) made her Appearance ſoon after the Cham- 


it would be unpardonable to omit hers. She was 
tall, handſome, and well made; but the Misfortune 
was, ſhe knew it too well: A Failing that renders 


rater was, to find fault with every thing, though: 


her genteel Way of doing it made ſome Amends. 


_ Moſt things at firſt ſmile upon us 3. Mawame de 
Geneval was ſo very obliging and-afliduous;. that I 


{made her very ſincere Returns, attended with too 


{little Reſervedneſs. The Event will ſhew plainly, 


(Gentlewoman's Behaviour has taught me, at a very 


_ Rate, to inculcate ſo neceſſary a Leſſon to 
hers. | | 


y Waiting- Woman had determined it ſhould be 
o, in order to refreſh me after a Journey of between 
wo and three hundred Miles, as they imagined ; my 


iCheſt of Drawers was opened for me ;) you ſee, 
(aid Madame de Genewal, every thing is laid in as 
act Order, as if you had been preſent. Monſieur 


de St. Fal has ſaid ſo much in your Praiſe, and ſo 
earneſtly recommended the Care of your Trunks, 
that I took the things out myſelf ; when I opened 
them, I wrote an Account of what I found; 


5 Fer kius. Now I am diſpoſed to draw) Characters, 


the greateſt Charms very diſagreeable; her Cha- | 


that young Perſons ought to be very cautivus and 
ſeircumſpect with their new Acquaintance. This 


Before I went to Bed, (for the Landlady and 


but this is a Liberty I would not have taken, 


1 3 3 without 
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ff 1 ſhould give a falſe Gloſs (and nothing can be | 


28 am perſuaded, at firſt I ſhould. have found it 


hs 


_ the Glaſſes, Gildings, the Pictures, rais'd ſuch be 


— W ac... 


vithout the Ls ende of your Friend che 
ount, who inſiſted on every thing being in its pro- 
per Place againſt your Arrival: But 155 to ſleep, 
pretty Lady, {aid ſhe, embracing me; we mal 
ave time enough to diſcourſe theſe Matters over 
when you wake; bring her à Porringer of Broth, 
ontinued ſhe, going out of the Room, ſhe will reſt 
he better after it. Brochan had it ready; after I| 
had taken it, ſhe help'd me to undreſs; I got into 
Bed, upon which ſhe retir'd, N the Door after 
NET. — 
My Mind was in too great an Agitzrion to 
admit of any Repoſe : May I venture here to diſ- 
loſe myſelf ingenuouſly > Will not the profeſſed 
Prudes, thoſe ſplenatick Ladies I have before men- 
tioned, take the Alarm at the ſecret Motions of my 
Soul, 1 am going to divulge ? What will it avail, 


ore eaſy) to my Thoughts at that time? They will 
de equally ſevere, and I ſhould forfeit my Title to| 
Pincerity, that truly valuable Quality, under a 
Proteftation of which I entered upon theſe Me- 
oirs. Self-Love, indeed, muſt ſuffer ; but amiable 
ruth will entitle me to ſome Compaſſion. 
Had I called my Heart to a ſtrict Account, 


_ affected with the brilliant Situation I was| "2 
n, than with the ſecret Murmurs of a repining 
irtue. There is a wide Difference between arm“ 
ng ourſelves againſt future Trials, and encounter- 
the immediate Influence of Things preſent ; 
e faintly reſiſt the Charms of what we actually“ 
offeſs. Wiſe Men often exclaim againſt the Abuſe] - 
of Riches, but we have few Inſtances of their} 
praiſing the Doctrine they teach. iS 

I was no ſooner left alone, but I looked wi 

Pleaſure on the gay Objects which ſurrounded me; 


itching Ideas in my Ns. that I could 
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: 8 Nea the Temptation of * taking 2 nearer) 
View of the Things I. was in ſome Ho 
Meck, of. ge ny 1 got. hg 


| [me to "Gels Wa ; 1 — a f adden en 
repreſented my pag, as der yr 4 


5 Things an "given gat! - 
be mine; if 7 hoald Lt + any Ignorance; it 
ay raiſe ſome . prejudicial to the Part 
Jam to act. > ws * | 
Prepoſſeſſed with this Neceſty, * went into 
the Wardrobe, in which were 2 too large 
heſts; I opened them with ſome, Apprehen-| 
nion; this . 7. thou h attended with, A 
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